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gL's gquide to services in the region

ELP IS

ERE

Hot food for anyone who's hungry

ment team is working hard to assist with com-
munity food insecurity.

We currently are providing weekly meals to any-
one who would like to join us: a hot pasta meal
Mondays 4:30 to 6 pm and senior lunches Thursdays
11:30 to 12:30 pm, followed by a tea and creative
activities time called Projects Half Done 1:15-3 pm
at the United Church by 7-11.

We continue to support the qathet Coalition to End
Homelessness meal train by cooking meals and hav-
ing a donation box at the office door of the church
for those who have the means, but not the time to
contribute to feeding those unhoused in the gathet
region.

Powell River United Church’s Outreach Engage-

We are accepting non-perishable donations such
as rice, pasta, tuna, canned tomatoes, beans, etc.

Cash donations are accepted on the website
(powellriverunitedchurch.org) with a notation of
where to direct the donation: to the Provision Food
program or the qathet Coalition to End Homeless-
ness Meal Train. All donations are used locally to
ensure our community has hot meals.

We also provide space for those looking for con-
nections through a meditation gathering on Friday
evening at 6:30, and anyone is welcome to explore
their spirituality in a Seekers Group Saturday at
10:30 am. Both events are restarting in February.

There are no costs to any of these gatherings.

- Doreen Fraser

Men Choose
Respect

A 9-week group
. for men who want
. to foster respect

= and safety in
their personal

E relationships.

menchooserespectprogram@gmail.com

604-223-5876
qathetsafe.ca

Y~

"-FOUNDRY-

gathet

Coming soon! An integrated hub
of barrier-free health and social
services for youth aged 12-24. Co- o
lead by youth, families & community O '
partners. foundrybc.ca/qathet .

Free virtual services: foundrybc.ca/virtual

All families need

help sometimes.

We’re here for you.
We offer a variety of
[E]xMé[E] Programs and services for
t families and young people
L 3 from birth to 19 years of age.

=] www.youthandfamily.ca (@)

& Family

WILDWOODS

Therapy & Counselling
Relational Somatic Therapy for:

Anxiety ® Depression ® Trauma ¢ Addiction

Chad Yurich, RTC
604.223.3376

chadyurich@gmail.com y,

In person /virtual
appointments available
wildwoodscounselling.ca

Violence
We offer:

Grace House and support
for any crime including
sexual assault and
domestic violence

If you are experiencing:

Trauma

We offer:
Outreach services and
counselling for children,
youth, and self-identified
women

Free legal information, help with Legal Aid BC
applications, online legal help, and more.

Call us for more information: 604-485-0992

POWELL RIVER

‘.. UNITED CHURCH
(.‘ The Gathering Space

More than a building - a hub for connection, care, and collaboration
WORSHIP: Service e Meditation ® Seekers Group EI{:E’!E
COMMUNITY SERVICE: WL
Pasta Dinner e Circle of Friends e Coffee Times .
SOCIAL ACTION:
Everyone Deserves a Smile ¢ Extreme Weather Warming Centre

PowellRiverUnitedChurch.org | unitedchurchpr@gmail.com
604-485-5724 | Office Hours 8-10am Thursday | 6932 Crofton Street

Who your
Your program helps
Tag line.

Logo - Specific Services

-Resources
Here -Contacts

-QR code?
www.yourorganization.ca
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Support to people with
limited means to legal
information and to
complete applications

Poverty & Injustice

We offer:

For Parents Navigating Loss

The Compassionate Friends offers support. If you've lost
a child - at any age, for any reason - you are not alone.

The Powell River Compassionate Friends
A support group for bereaved parents
meets the 4th Tuesday of each month
Refreshments 6:30pm, meeting at 7@1
For location and more information, F:
please contact

CANADP . .
powellrivertcf@gmail.com

POWEL RVE™

This space provided by Powell River Health-Care Auxiliary

‘Do You Need Health Care?

If you are looking for:

e A family physician or nurse practitioner
e Other health services and resources
¢ Information about your clinic and their

team .
Visit = www.gathetpcn.ca ::

", qathet
»«* Primary Care Network




Puzzle
of the Month:

(Oceanside Entertainment
Location)

Oceanside

Entertainment
7 days a week
10am to 5:30pm
4721 Marine
604-489-3028

High Tide

Games
_ _ 7 days a week
Bird with Skates 12 pm to 6pm
Cozy up with a puzzle this winter! With over 600 7030 Glacier
puzzles available in store we are sure to have one to
suit your needs. We have Cobble Hill Puzzles of all new phone number
sizes! 35pc Floor & Tray Puzzles, 275pc Easy Han- 604-208-6169

dling, 350pc Family Pieces, 500pc, 1000pc & 2000pc.
We also have a small selection of other brands.

Birthday Parties

at High Tide Games

High Tide Games is now hosting
birthday parties for kids of ALL

ages!!

Whether you want to play video
games or board games, we have ev-
erything you need to have a serious-
ly great gaming time.

Saturday & Sunday morning parties
are a private event with the space
fully reserved for your party.

Evening parties may be available.

Call to inquire: 604-208-6169.

, ‘6

Board Game
of the Month:

(High Tide Games
and Oceanside)

Not It!
3+ ¢ 3 to 6 players * 10 minutes

Spot the card that does NOT match! Do It fast...
Do NOT be last!

Can you find a card in your hand that does not
match any of the attributes revealed on the 3 dice
that tumble from the dice tower and onto the ta-
ble? Find it as quickly as you can and slam it on
the table and yell, “NOT IT!”

Lots of fun for your friends and family. Not It! is
an entertaining card game that is lots of fun for
kids and even older game enthusiasts (adults)

Concerned
about Porch
Pirates?

Need a safe address
to ship your things to?

We will order almost anything for folks.
We have ordered clothes, wallets, car
parts, patio umbrellas, etc.

Our only rule is it must be able to be
carried in the door — so no couches,
appliances, etc.

Special order charge is $5.00.
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ON THE COVER:

Eight months pregnant, Swordfern's
lead singer Marie Hilton belts it out
next toThe Alley Powered by Perse-
phaone on Marine Avenue. The local

metal band is one of several new
rock groups that have emerged |-
here in gathet since COVID.

See Page 6 for more.

(Note: it's a girl, and she's

due on January 24)

>
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Kings on thin ice

underdog, the Hap Parker Arena would

be packed to the rafters for each Kings
home game.

In reality, it seems we much prefer a
winner. The local junior hockey club is
on thin ice (see Page 24). Thanks to some
last-minute fundraising and support, the
team will live out the
season, and there’s
now a good chance it
will live to see next
season, too.

The Kings Society f
laid its cards in front '
of a Town Hall late last month, and they
didn’t appear to be holding a strong
hand. No saviour has shown up yet, but
just prior to publication, the Kings Soci-
ety told us “several business and hockey
people have shown interest in providing
financial and operational certainty well
into the future.”

That meeting, though, had to be so-
bering for the young men who make up
the team’s roster. But in an impressive
demonstration of “it’s not over until it’s
over,” those players, who had won only

If it were true that everyone loves an

Editor & Owner

editor@gathetliving.ca

Publisher

Sean Percy
sean@gathetliving.ca

Sales & Marketing
Suzi Wiebe

suzi@gathetliving.ca

Office Manager
Lauren Diemer
office@qgathetliving.ca

three games all season, went out the next
night and eked out a come-from-behind
win. After being down 3-0 in the second
period, they rallied and forced overtime
in the last two minutes of the game, be-
fore Casey Bridgewater delighted fans

with the overtime winner.
That kind of grit and determination in
the face of imped-

PUBLISHER'S ins doom speaks

well of the play-

M ESS AG E ers. In recent days,

fans and busi-

nesses have also

stepped up. I'd be
delighted to write about a turnaround
of fortunes for the Kings. So far, there’s
no fairytale ending. The team travelled
to Port Alberni the following night, and
fell 7-5. Average attendance at the Hap is
below 500 — the lowest in the league. But
there is hope.

If the team is to survive, it will need
both community support and a Prince
Charming. Neither appear imminent.

Still, if there’s one thing that sports
fans know, it’s that you keep playing to

the final buzzer. S@ J:é/?

Volume 21, Number 1
ISSN 28171667 (Print)
ISSN 2817-1675 (Online)

7053E Glacier Street,
Powell River, BC V8A 5J7
604-485-0003

No part of this publication may be reproduced without prior written consent of the

Pieta Woolley publisher. While every effort has been made to ensure accuracy, the publisher
cannot be held responsible for any errors or omissions that may occur.

© 2026 Gastropod Media. We reserve the right to refuse
any submission or advertisement.

Complete issues and back issues are available online for free at:
gathetliving.ca

qathet Living is a proud member of:
Magazine Association of BC
Tourism Powell River
Powell River Chamber of Commerce
Coastal Women in Business

qathet Living
is 100% locally owned and operated by

Gastropod Media



This is not a tale of apocalypse, but of

oL is your magazine! perseverance. Of memory that survives
S oot and endures. Of land that remembers how

editor@qgathetliving.ca t "
0 heal.
See you online

Join Us on Facebook and Instagram. - Cameron sink"a Fraser-Monroe, Page 36.

Visit our webpage at gathetliving.ca

Show off your community
Send a subscription to an out-of-town

friend. $60 year n Canad A'FEW OF JANUARY'S CONTRIB

Publish your work
Pitch us an article or a photo spread.
Email editor@gathetliving.ca

Advertise with us

Contact

sean@qathetliving.ca 604-485-0003
or suzi@gathetliving.ca 604-344-0208

PAUL JENKINSON is Long-time hospice KRYSTAL THOMPSON
a Master Social Warker, volunteer and writer, The Bird Lady, founder is an entrepreneur, artist,
a You Are Not Alone, | SHEILA PETERS of PROWLS. Before she and dedicated mom. She
Will Listen, Cross Canada returned to her retired here in 2005, shed has researched astro-
Journey “ Listener”, home town here in been a lifequard, a kayak logical psychology since
everybody's grandpa gathet in 2019. Find tour quide, a Spanish and childhood, providing in-
who hears you and more of her work at ESL teacher, and much sightful monthly forecasts
doesn't judge. See Paul's sheilapeters.com. See more. See Merrilee’s for the community. See
story about his Listening Sheila’s story, The Gift story, New Year with Krystal's new horoscopes
Tour on Page 35. of a Coffin, on Page 10. PROWLS, on Page 19. column, on Page 44.

WARREN BEHAN

PERSONAL REAL ESTATE CORPORATION

Making plans for a move in 2026?

Let my 35 years of experience go to work for you.

s DICCUTIVE CROLE B Call, text or email today.
WD 0%

MY LISTINGS INCLUDE VIRTUAL TOURS, HIGH QUALITY PHOTOS, 360 VIEWS AND FLOOR PLANS

Warren Behan - Broker Owner > ) L NI
Cell: 604.483.8173 Provzdmg honest advice and ROYAL LEPAGEFE’

Office: 604.485.2324 professional servicefor 35 years L NIy
Powell River

d

warren@warrenbehan.com
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Convenient geography &

excellent humans create
a perfect, post-COVID (&’

Marie Hilton looks like
she was born with a
microphone in her

hand. The lead singer

of the gathet metal

band Swordfern oozes
confidence and power —
even, or maybe especially,
at eight months pregnant.

But the stage is new for her. Before
moving here, Marie had never been in
a band.

“I used to lip sync in front of my mir-
ror when I was a kid,” Marie remem-
bers. “And then I’d sing in my closet,
quietly recording things...”

Marie and her husband Ira Peters
moved up the coast from the Lower
Mainland a five years ago; soon af-
ter her parents and two brothers all
moved up separately during COVID.

She was working as a chef when lo-
cal musician Les Schramm recruited
both Ira and Marie, when he was put-
ting together Swordfern—a project
that required a strong woman’s voice
at the helm.

6 January 2026 - gathetliving.ca

“It was a learning curve,” she re-
calls. “Metal is cathartic. It’s primal.”

Swordfern debuted at the Loud
qathet punk festival at The Alley in
August 2025.

Swordfern is one of many new bands
that have emerged here since COVID,
joining qathet’s already-thriving and
talented rock scene. They’re being
helped along by new venues, too, in-
cluding The Alley Powered by Per-
sephone, in the old Westview Lanes;
Wildwood Pub (which just got new
owners); the Wishing Well at the bot-
tom of the Rodmay Hotel; and the
Carlson Loft, upstairs at the Carlson
Community Club. Most importantly,
they’re being fostered by a crew of lo-
cals who deeply understand the power
and importance of locally-made music
— and performance.

One of those people is Trevor Syt-
nick. His signature haircut makes him
stand out anywhere, including at his
day job: teaching the qathet School
District’s international program. But
his passion, which he brought with
him by way of another music town,
Flin Flon, Manitoba, is music.

“That was such a special place for
music, and there are so many similar-
ities to here.”

METAL MOMMA: Marie Hilton
singer of Swordfern.

1

lead

Although he’s been here in qathet
for only a few years, he is already at
the centre of the scene, playing with
many groups (Current Collective, Alec
Ross and the Beer League Band, Chalk-
board Thunder - the Brooks’ teachers
band - and Whatever 4); plus sitting on
the board of Cranberry Hall; organiz-
ing the monthly Loaded Mic series (the
next one is February 7); running a non-
profit recording studio at the Academy
of Music; hosting a monthly open mic/
coffee house; sound for Kathauxmixw;
MC’ing numerous events; running a
local production company that works
with Dry Grad, Sunshine Music Fes-
tival, Texada Blues and Roots; and
much more.

Local music, he said, holds the story
of a community. It’s how people ex-
press themselves to each other and the
outside world. It represents.

And, it’s getting attention.

“On the circuit, every venue is
getting 60-plus people,” said Trev-
or. “It doesn’t matter where you go.
Depending on the night, there are
hundreds of dedicated people seeing
music, from the Accordion Festival to
punk shows. That’s a solid core of the
town.”

(Story continues on Page 14)
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f you're not the lead singer of a rock
band (yet), here's where to sing and
dance through the rest of this winter:

Dance

Carlson Community Club
Saturday Jams, startingat 5pm,
no cover charge.

Legion
Sunday Jams, 3 to 6 pm, with host
band the Boat Rockers

Cran Bar
Open seven nights a week —dancing
can break out anytime.

Timberlane Square Dance & Waltz
The Star Dusters offer both square
and round dance lessons this spring.

Square dance open house is Tuesday,
January 13 at 7pm, then weekly les-
sons Tuesdays 7-9 pm. Contact Gord
gordonrudig@hotmail.com

604- 487-9565

Round dance (waltz) open house is
Monday, January 12 at 7pm, then
weekly lessons Mondays 7-9 pm.
Contact Stacey 604-223-8485
staruegg@telus.net

Groove gathet

Groove dance is a simple, playful, and
therapeutic dance method adapted
to all levels of fitness. No choreogra-
phies to remember or keeping track
of left or right foot. You just allow
yourself be gently guided from song
to song and getting all the benefits,
while fully enjoying yourself.

Drop-in classes, Tuesdays and Fridays
at 5:15-6:30 pm, 7053 Glacier Street
at the Pilates Studio. Sliding scale
from $15-S20. To register: email
zemynagroove@gmail.com or call

Sing

Legion
Karaoke every Friday night 6-9

Open jam session every Sunday 3-6

Cran Bar
Karaoke most Friday & Saturday nights

Song Circles
Cranberry Hall first Sundays of the
month, 1to 3pm

Lang Bay Hall second Sundays of the
month, Tto 3pm

Open to everyone. Come sing, play or
justjoinin to enjoy the songs. No need
to play an instrument or lead a song.
Admission to the hall by donation.
Contact Pat Buckna at 604-485-5198.

Chor Musica Men’s Choir

7pm Mondays $200/year + registration
fee. gathet Academy of Music.
powellriveracademy.org

Academy Singers (children)
3:30-4:30 pm Mondays $460/year +
registration fee. qathet Academy of
Music. powellriveracademy.org

Wellspring Choir

(led by Annabelle Tully-Barr) meets for
the winter, eight-week term from Jan-
uary 7, Wednesdays 3:45-5:15pm at
the Kelly Creek Community Church. All
singers welcome, fully supported with
call and response, no need to read
music. bringitsingitatbpr@gmail.com
Wildwood Pub

Is changing hands and will be reopen-
ing in mid-January. Stay tuned for
karaoke and other events.

SATURDAY NIGHT AT THE CARL-
SON: Singer Gitta May Nielson abso-
lutely rocked the Carlson Community
Club the Saturday before Christmas,
drawing folks to the dance floor
along with musicians Jim Venables,
Jeff Mayenburg, Dan Riley, and Bruce
Simonar.

Gitta grew up in a musical family
near Hinton, Alberta, but has no for-
mal voice training. (She's a natural
who won the 2018 People’s Choice
award on The Shot, a nationally-tele-
vised voice competition).

Gitta moved to Powell River at 19,

to an already rich and thriving scene,

and began waitressing at The West-
view Hotel. There, other musicians
encouraged the then-shy singer to
perform alongside them.

"Every weekend there was live mu-
sic in the pub,” said Gitta, who owns
The Raven's Nest Beauty Shed. “It
was a really rich music scene even
back then. It always has been. | was a
waitress for eight years at the West-
view. People got together for after-
noon jams and meat draws. It was
the thing to do. They welcomed me
in and I've been stuck like glue ever
since.”

The new bands add an extra layer

Gitta explained. This has always
been an extraordinary place, musi-
cally, she said—giving the example
of classical and jazz musician Walter
Martella also playing in a local Ozzy
Osbourne tribute band.

She points out that musicians
such as Doug Rugg, Dennis Fox, Dave
Spragge, Denis Tanguay, and others
are core contributors to the scene.

“For me, there’s nothing better
than being on stage with those musi-
cians. | feel privileged to be up there
with them. We're family. Even with
the band drama, we're a family.”

604-223-9783. Find it on FB at “Groove
gathet”.

Drums Alive

A movement and drumming fit-
ness class with instructor Christine
Masters. At the Recreation Complex.
Beginners classes starting on Janu-
ary 6, next session January 17. More
advanced classes available, too.

Artistic Swimming

Formerly known as synchronized
swimming or water ballet, this is a
beginner-friendly introduction with
instructor Monica Bourque. Classes
start January 7 at the Recreation
Complex.

Note: what follows on Pages 8 to 13 is a
selection of local rock bands,
both new and seasoned.

But there are many, many more.
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Embrace cozy
elegance with
our Long Crochet
Coat, a must-
have for fashion
enthusiasts.

This stunning
coat showcases a
vibrant geometric
patternin
sophisticated
primrose tones,
adding artistic
flair to your style.
Complete with
practical button
closures and
welt pockets,

it seamlessly
combines fashion
and function,
enriching your
fall-winter
wardrobe with its
timeless charm.

Sublime Fashions
is your local
distributor for the

Visit us to find your
new favourite piece!

Charlie B Collection.

Sublime
Jashions

& Accessories

4555 Marine Ave
Mon to Sat 1

(0) 604-485- 5463 l]

" gathet )

art + wares?ZH
guality art supplies &
thoughtful things

dta/zt%e/zewyea}ao//m%e/dgﬁz/wtwm

(& 3N all sketchbooks,

26‘5-{ all month long|

Moleskine * Strathmore * PaperBlanks * Prigm * Canson
Heinz Jordan * Robert Bateman & more

4488 Marine Ave Mon-Sat 1lam-S5pm
www.qa-w.ca create@qa-w.ca 604.413.6830

,a/wud/ze@&%o/(%ae/ow st brands. and more!

#MOLESKINE
., "‘ AMSTERDAM
- Fati]

ACRYLICS

4

“ﬁOR&NE W

\ == van Gogh M*MJ

Bediaiy b
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Current Collective

Who - Davis Steele, Trevor Sytnick (bass and vocals),
Bryn Politylo (guitar and vocals), Johnny Gordon
(drums), Jonathan Dyck (keys and percussion), Derk
Van Hees (trombone), Martijn Poelen (saxophone),
Barry McDonald (trumpet).

The sound - West Coast Roots, original
Upcoming gigs - TBA

4 N

Profile « Davis Steele,
vocalist with Current Collective

Training « | learned to sing by spending many
years doing it terribly. Eventually | got better. |
picked up some hints here and there from sing-
ersin other bands.

Why rock - | find rock is a genre that demands
immediacy. It carries its message urgently and
powerfully to its audience and for that reason
can be used as a tool for social and societal
change. | was inspired to play music early on by
amazing rock bands like Foo Fighters, Red Hot
Chili Peppers, and Audioslave. | would like to
similarly inspire kids to take up music and be-
come artists.

Favourite original song « Stuff. You've got stuff
and you know it gets everywhere / It's in here and
it's in there / You've got stuff and you know it's
kbeen building up / Day by day and year by year )

Overdrive

Who « Doug Rugg (quitar, keyboards, vocals), Jim
Venables (quitar, vocals), Marion Keller (lead vocals),
Dan Riley (bass, vocals), Dave McMaster (drums).

The sound - All band members have been playing
since we were kids. Music has been and still is a big
part of our lives. Rock on! This band started over 10
years ago. Some members have changed, but the
band carries on.

Upcoming gigs: We will continue to be a host band
at some of The Carlson Club jams in the new year.
We are an experienced and versatile cover band that
would love to play for your upcoming event.

Clancy + Caro Present

Who - Clancy (drums and voice), Caro (bass and
voice). We began singing together during the COVID
shutdown.

The sound - We want to perform a variety of live mu-
sic because it brings our villagers to life! We began
with a classic rock sing-a-long, then our Neil Young
Nite at The Lodge.

Upcoming gigs - Currently developing a lounge act
(think Sonny and Cher at the piano) and a Joy Divi-
sion act (80's gothic/dance) and because there are
not enough women in this game, we are searching
for a female keyboard/synth player to join the Joy
Division thing.
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Sunshine Coast

FLAVOUR
FEST/VAL

flavourfestival.ca

Profile « Nola Poirier, singer,
kazoo, song writer for The
David Parkinson Project

Training » | am still on a very
steep learning curve. But wom-
en’s punk rock choir gave me
the courage to sing in a band.

The David
Parkinson Project

Why rock « | wouldn't say we are
arock band. I'd say we are may-
be an art-punk, riot girls band.
Definitely the DIY aspect of
punk is a driving force. But orig-
inally we were going to have a
much more psychedelic sound.
Instead are just riding the wave
of what came out.

Favourite original song - Lilacs.
| want to see lilacs, | want to
smell lilacs, | want to hold lilacs.
Bring me lilacs right now!

Who « Nola P (voice); Bad Karen (bass);
Suzy Roo Who (bass).

The Sound « An art-punk trio that does
the very most with the fewest notes. Our
sound is inspired by flowers, candy, hypo-
chondria and outer space. Originals, lyr-
ics by Nola P.

Upcoming gigs « TBA.

kWak¥em
o be alive &

In September, Tla’amin youth, in

collaboration with qathet-based art-

ists, announced the launch of the
Youth Voices Community Mural Pro-
ject, a multi-part initiative that brings
Tla’amin stories, teachings, and voices
to life through large-scale public art.

The first mural design, chosen for in-
stallation at The Alley on Marine Ave,
is k%akVem —To Be Alive, created
by Tla’amin artist Rhys Galligos with
contributions from the project team. It

Sip, savour, and celebrate from Gibsons to Lund.
For alimited time, local restaurants, cafés, and

was completed September 12.

“In the spirit of qathet—working
together—Tla’amin youth and local
artists have joined forces to design and
create a mural that shares our ta?ow
(teachings) honours our ancestors,
and reflects our deep connection to
the land,” said hegus John Hackett.
“The Youth Voices Community Mural
Project will be a lasting symbol of
Tla’amin pride in our territory.”

The Youth Voices Community Mural
Project is supported by the BC Arts
Council, The Alley, and the Tla’amin
Nation. Artists Meghan Hildebrand
and Annie Robinson and Elder Sher-
man Pallen supported Tla’amin youth
artists Rhys Galligos, Makela Gallagh-
er, Kobe Galligos, and Dion Marriott
throughout the project.

The Alley is a new music venue, and
hosts regular all-ages shows.

food trucks will offer special menus and prix-fixe
features created just for the festival. No tickets
required, just choose a participating spot and
enjoy great local flavours!

Presented by:

Sunshine Coast
Ay TOURISM
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e Fiberglass asphalt shingles
* Composite shingle roofs

~eloor

nelsonroofing.com Ei

Rofing you can trust.

As Powell River’s leading roofing contractor since 1980, we provide
high-quality installations of all types of roofing systems, and all of our
workers are trained and ticketed in each specific roofing application.

e Government Certified Tradesmen

ROOFING & SHEET METAL )

Member Better Business Bureau and Roofing Contractors Association of BC

i..t;

* Commercial and residential * Repairs and maintenance

* Torch on membrane systems * Roof consulting and planning Who » Ron Campbell (quitar, voice, songwriter); Dennis

¢ Single ply roof systems * Custom sheet metal N ! Y ’ -

« Hidden fastener metal roofing and flashing sales Fox (bass, voice, songwriter); Neko (drums, songwriter).

+ Cladding and corrugated metal * Mechanical and HVAC sales The Sound - Blues, Blues-Rock. About 60% originals
and service (three albums released)

Upcoming gigs « TBA.
4 . . . N
Profile « Ron Campbell, Singer/quitarist
with The bLUES bUSTERS

Training - Self-taught —learned by watching my friends Ron Irving, Mike
Kennedy, and Sam Hurrie.

Why rock « | grew up during the golden age of the Rock Band, from 1964 to
1989. Rock & Roll was the first music | learned to play —I'll always love its
freshness, unrestrained energy, and just how good it makes me feel.

Favourite original song by your band « Dream That Old Dream. The music in-
side is my joy and my pride / Well, it's what I'm livin' for / On the stage feelin’
(604) 485-0100 khigh, ‘cause | know that's when | / Get to dream that old dream once more. )

L—
I m RECOVERY .
A place of refuge from the storms of addiction:
A Merry Miklat Christmas Dinner on Nov 29th,
raised a total of $19,636!

Thank-you to our volunteers and individual
donors, and also thanks to these businesses:

PR Marine Surveyors NuEssence Salon
Aero Powell River Services Top of the Hill Gas
Gutter Gurus Armitage Mens Wear
Aaron Vending Powell River Outdoors
Chopping Block Freshco
Paperworks Gifts Save-On-Foods
Myrtle Point Golf Club Quality Foods
Marine Traders Simply Bronze Tanning &
Shingle Mill Pub & Bistro Swimwear
Putters Mini Golf Zero to Sixty Lash
Extensions

Ocean Woodworking
Townsite Actors Guild
New Beginnings

Marine Chiropractic
Pollen Sweaters Inc.

Laser Centre Koleszar Marine
Julie’s Airport Café Stress Free Magic Travel
Springtime Garden Centre Bloom Therapy
Oceanside Entertainment Halo Hair Studio
Dancing Tree Gallery Happy Barn Photography
Christine’s Electrolysis Vital First Aid
Anchor Apparel & Lifestyle Junkery to Jewellery
The Nutcracker Market Woodchip Creations
gathet Art + Wares ..plus many individual
95.7 Coast FM artists and craftsmen
And a special thank-you
I to ozr sponsors:y I
Convenient Chef TAWS

Evangel Church Gordon Food Service

Landscaping

Hard and Softscaping DuO Mycelia

Garden Clean up & Maintenance at the Max Cameron Theatre,
Water Features featuring the qathet Fiddlers
Pop-up & Micro Irrigation Jan 10 from 7pm to 9pm

Come hear the electrifying young classical crossover

Renovations Duo Mycelia at the Max Cameron Theatre.

Additions E Duo Mycelia consists of young virtuosi Isabella Perron

Fences and Simon Gidora, who will delight in an evening of
L. classical favourites, as well as their original musical.
lassical f i Il heir original ical

Sldlng E After an opening performance by the gathet Fiddlers, Duo

Decks Mycelia will take you on a mesmerizing journey through

the classical duo repertoire, performing music for violin,
piano, and voice (with each of them doing all three!)
After intermission, they will perform “A Personal Journey
of Being", their 40 minute original composition exploring
consciousness, individualism, freedom, and what it
means to be alive in the modern world.

Doors open at 6:15, and the performance will start at 7
(with a pre-show performance by the fiddlers in the foyer),
and will last about 2 hours including a short intermission.
There will be light refreshments at intermission.

Tickets are $30,
18 and under free.
General admission seating.

Tickets at duomycelia.ca

Kitchen & Bath

604-223-9408
www.coastgarden.ca
office@coastgarden.ca 6753 Cranberry St
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Dead Bob

Who « John Wright (voice), Colin MacRae (bass), Ford
Pier (keys), Kristy Lee Audette (quitar, trumpet, keys),
Byron Slack (guitar, percussion).

The sound - Loud, original.

Upcoming gigs » gathet TBA. Completing our new al-
bum is the priority. We are going out East in May and
have two more trips to Europe in the works but we'll
get a show in here at some point.

Alec Ross and The Beer
League Band

Who - Alec Ross (vocals and quitar);
Trevor Sytnick (lead guitar and backing
vocals); Sam Sansalone (drums); Taylor
Brown (rhythm guitar and backing vo-
cals); Travis Box (bass).

The sound - Original country rock music
Upcoming Gigs « TBD

The
Twisted
Toneados

Who - Dennis
Fox (quitar and
vocals); David
Spragge (quitar);
Fraser Ross
(bass); Neko
(drums).

The sound »
Classic rock and
oldies 50s ,60s,
70s, 80s.
Upcoming gigs
« We attend the
Carlson Club
Saturday jam
regularly. 5pm
start.

Myrtle Point Environmental Services Ltd

SERVICES

Over 35 years of efficient, professional service to Powell River
including Lund to Saltery Bay and all outlying areas!

OUR SERVICES

- Assessments
« Installations

MENTION THIS AD TO

« Repairs GET

« Septic Tank Pumping 10% OFF

« RV & Boat Holding Tank YOUR NEXT
Pumping SEPTIC TANK PUMP

« Filter Cleaning
« Portable Toilets
- Hand Wash Stations

Valid until January 31, 2026.

Offer only includes STP, not valid on
disposal or any other services.

« Grease Trap Cleaning
« Catch Basin Cleaning

CALL US FOR FAST, FRIENDLY SERVICE

604-487-1175

RuralSeptic.ca
RuralSeptic.Dan@gmail.com

(DAN ROBINSON, ASTTBC Certified)

Kindergartcn/ Grade 1
French Immersion

Registration  ABy&h

AGE (K-Grade 1)
*Children born in 2020 & 2021

qat (4
SCHOOL DISTRICT

APPLY ONLINE THROUGH MyEd
*Instructions available at sd47.bc.ca

PRIORITY DEADLINES

« Priority will be given to those who
register before February 27, 2026.

Go to sd47.bc.ca for registration
instructions, information on your catchment,
and transportation eligibility.

Fromthe Elemental
Millwork family to yours,

Happy New Year!

Thank you for all the support and
welcoming the new Showroom and
Kitchen Store in 2025. We look forward
to continuing to serve the community.
Matt and Nicole Bordignon

Elemental Millwork Inc. is an
independent Powell River company.

Visit us at o
4493 Marine Ave at Courtenay St .
elementalmillwork.com
604-414-0933
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Potential Union

Who - Austin Parise (lead vocal and
guitar); Noah Martinig (quitar); Travis
Box (quitar); Jadin Burns (bass); Dal-
ton Pagani (keys); Johnathan Gordon
(Johnny G)(drums)

The sound « Melodic Punk Rock, orig-
inals

Upcoming gigs - Rock & Bowl 15 at
the bowling alley with Mean Bikini,
Quit it! And Phile; Loaded Mic at the
Cranberry Hall, date TBD. EP release
show sometime in March, venues
and date TBA.

Profile  Austin Parise, lead vocals
and guitar for Potential Union

Training » | had a “Beatles easy gui-
tar” book that | used to teach myself
how to play guitar with, and | grew up
singing in choirs at the gathet Acad-
emy of Music.

Why rock - With punk rock specifical-
ly, there is a catharsis in putting ev-
erything you are into a performance.
The energy and speed, the volume, all
of itis like therapy directly to the soul.

Favorite original song « “Sing Em Like
We're Sinking.” | wrote it with the
intention of having a big singalong
part and the end, and when we play
it, and the crowd is feeling it, and we
all sing together, it's real something
special “Tell my love that I'm just fine,/
| just came out for a good time/but
my boats sinking down alright/so let’s

sing em like we're sinking tonight”
k g g g J

The Equals

Who « Lindsay (vocals/quitars/
drums); Jason (vocals/quitars);
Kris (quitars/drums); John (vo-
cals/bass)

The sound « Peace-punk siphoned
through post-punk and then
blended into serrated emo-hard-
core. All originals, baby!

Upcoming gigs « To be announced,
but we'll definitely play one of this
year's Rock & Bowls at The Alley (if
we're lucky).

Loose Tights

Who - Bad Karen (voice); The Velvet Hammer (drums); Suzy Roo Who (bass).

The sound - Garage/punk. Covers, but weird and possibly obscure, and you've
probably never heard the original. And our version sounds nothing like it anyway.

Upcoming gigs » TBA.

Ve

A MOVE?

I——

ROYAL LEPAGE
KYLE B O DIE —||||I|E|||||||||||||||||
REAL ESTATE Powell River

THINKING
OF MAKING

Call or text: 604.414.8986

INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

Whether you are buying or selling, | can help you
navigate the process with ease. With years of
experience and a comprehensive understanding
of the local market, | am dedicated to helping my
clients achieve their goals. Looking forward to
connecting with you in 2026.

KyleBodie.com

@ KyleBodie@RoyallLepage.ca

. -
\]
.L

Celebrating 36 years in business
Office: 604-487-0466 « Cell: 604-208-2010

"A" BETTER BiOB.CAT SERVICE LTD

Perimeter Tiles/Drainage
Landscape Preparation

Certified Onsite
Wastewater Systems

Excavating &
Site Services

Rock Walls
Finduson [}

Water treatment
& balancing

Scheduled cleaning
Service & repair

Hot Tub
Repairs

and Maintenance

contact@powellriverhottubs.com
powellriverhottubs.com

WYW

POWELL RIVER
HOT TUBS

Call or text 778-558-9689
for fast, reliable service
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Swordfern

Who - Marie Hilton (vocals); Ira Peters
(drums); Brad Lemna (bass); Greg Arm-
strong (quitar); Les Schramm (quitar)

The sound - Epic fairy metal. We take as-
pects of power metal, thrash, NWOBHM,
and progressive metal. We do our best to
make each song different and distinct
from the last to suit the song at hand. We
are writing a heroine’s tale of a fairy who
loses her wings and has to find a new
way in her magical world on the brink of
war. Our songs tell arelatable fairytale of
pain, loss, healing, perseverance, friend-
ship, and resistance. We primarily write
original songs but we do have a couple of
covers/renditions in mind that we would
like to include in our repertoire eventu-
ally.

Upcoming gigs - We currently have no
gigs planned as Marie and Ira have a
baby arriving January! We have every
intention of continuing to work on our
music and returning to playing live when
the fairy dust settles.

Electric Brains

Who « Braden (quitar & vocal); Sean
(bass & backing vocals); Brad (drums)

The sound - Power Pop Punk Rock and
Roll. All original songs.

Upcoming gigs « Album is up on all
streaming platforms and available on
cassette at Full Bug and Kool Thing.
Next gig is on March 6 at a secret lo-
cation, TBD, with B.A Johnston from
Hamilton Ont and Pooched from Vic-
toria BC. Keep your ears open and
your eyes on the telephone poles!

El Camino

Who - Al Stepaniuk (songwriter,
guitar and vocals); Dan Doyle (gui-
tar and keyboards); Joe Gogniat
(bass); Dave McMaster (drums).

The sound - We are a relatively
new band that mostly plays rock-
n-roll music, but do play a few
mellow tunes. The band's set list
is about 80% original music and
20% cover songs.

Upcoming gigs: The Carlson Loft
on January 15. We also look for-
ward to playing future gigs at
Lund and other clubs and places
around town. You may also catch
us playing at local jams.

N /

Profile « Al Stepaniuk,
lead guitar, vocals and songwriter
with EI Camino

Training « | have had very little formal
musical training and people might
say I'm self taught, but that's not re-
ally how it works. Like all musicians |
have learned things constantly from
other musicians, from the music | lis-
ten to now and growing up, and more
recently from YouTube and other on-
line sources.

Why rock « It's what | grew up listen-
ing to and it's a ton of fun to play. The
great thing about rock is it can be
happy, sad, angry, exciting, or mel-
low. It can be about serious social or
political things or it can be just about
having fun. It always feels limitless.

Favourite original song « | think lyri-
cally my current favourite that this
band is performing in our live set
is Neverland. Smoke and mirrors,
sleigth of hand, oh what a tangled web
you weave, with the truth and the lies
and all your alibis, you make it easy to
believe. And that line you swore you
wouldn't cross, lies far behind us in
the sand. All the promises | believed
at such a cost, they lie broken in my
hand... this ain’t no never neverland.”

38+

years of making

windows in

Powell River

BC

Olf~
oreig-lo|=
UOU
- ;
”~
ors U

PR
MODERN

Get your quote today

Improve your
home this year
with Modern

604.485.2451
modern.ca
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Srom our Samily (o
Wisting you the very best in 2006

- Srom the de Rooy fomily

. TOBAN DE ROOY
CFP® CLU TEP® FCSI® MFA-P® RRC® I

WEALTH
MANAGEMENT

d Senior Financial Consultant
L Y |G Wealth Management Inc.

i Tel: (604) 414-8280
l‘ ™ ,, = Toban.DeRooy@ig.ca
IGCA / f /¥ /@ [in/ IGcA
Insurance products and services distributed through |.G. Insurance Services Inc. Insurance license sponsored by The Canada Life Assurance Company.

Trademarks, including IG Wealth Management, are owned by |G Wealth Management Inc. and licensed to its subsidiary corporations.
© IG Wealth Management Inc. 2026

[i @bloomtherapyflowers
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LEAD COMMUTER: Spendo lead singer and guitarist and gathet cabinetmak-
er Spencer Tomlinson (centre) lives in Cranberry, but commutes for rehearsals
and gigs with his Vancouver-based band. They're playing The Rickshaw in Van-
couver on January 17, and the Carlson Loft on January 30, then the Blue Light
Studio in Vancouver January 31. Other members of the band are: Trevor Crane
(drums/vocals), Bradley Lambert (guitar, vocals), Erik Reimers (keyboard/vo-

cals), and Kyle Stegen (bass/vocals).

(Continued from Page 6)

qathet is also attracting stars from
elsewhere. No Means No legend John
Wright lives in Lund, and has drawn
several locals into his newest project,
Dead Bob. And Spencer Tomlinson of
Spendo and formerly of Aviator Shades
(which opened for Whitesnake and Ju-
das Priest, among others) has moved
to Cranberry.

A cabinetmaker, his day job is with
Timco Fine Carpentry (formerly Pow-
ell River Woodworks). But he is back
and forth to Vancouver and beyond in
his custom-outfitted van, which can
sleep his entire five-person band. He
and his partner bought a fixer-upper in
Cranberry during COVID.

“We bought a four-bedroom house
on a third of an acre for less than what
we would have spent on a bachelor
apartment in the city,” he said, ex-
plaining in part why the music scene
in qathet is thriving: musicians can af-
ford to live here.

“I've always felt lucky to have two
hobbies as my careers,” said Spencer.
“I'm protective of both, because wood-
working allows me to do so much, such

as the van that facilitates the band, or
building drum risers, or signs.”

The band, Spencer said, supports it-
self, but doesn’t pay enough for all five
guys to make a living off it. One day
maybe, but he isn’t counting on it. Fi-
nancially, music has changed so much
in the past few years, he explained. CD
sales have been replaced by streaming
services, which are notoriously paltry
in the pay department. Income now
comes from ticket sales, which means
expensive touring, and merchandise.

For now, he commutes for gigs.
When he spoke to gL, Spencer had
travelled to Vancouver nine times over
the past 11 weeks. Geographically,
qathet isn’t a perfect support for this
kind of career, but it works.

On January 30, Spendo opens for
Cousin Harley at the Carlson Loft.

Meanwhile, Marie of Swordfern is
already dreaming of passing on the
passion she’s developed on to the next
generation — the one she’s brewing.

“I'm hoping she’s just going to grow
up around music and love it as much
as we do.”

L || editor@qathetliving.ca



| MADE THE MOVE

Pop goes the
commute

ate Parnell, her wife Megan Dietrich (who was
Kraised here) and their two young kids Max and

Ziggy moved to qathet in March of this year,
and the very next day Kate started a new job as an
instructor at VIU, leaving a job at SFU behind.

She got curious about the music scene as well,
playing viola in the SO as well as starting the qathet
Pop Choir in September.

Megan, an artist and art teacher, is working with
the school district, and their kids are settling happi-
ly into their life full of beach days and trail walks.
From a daily three-hour round-trip commute to a
15 minute one, the transition to small-town life has
been a good one.

Why did you choose to move to gathet?

« Nature, affordability, community resources, and the
arts scene make it a pretty appealing spot on the West Coast.
When? Where from?

« East Vancouver, this past March, although | am
originally from a very small community in the Okanagan.
What surprised you, once you moved here?

« How many community events there are —it's amaz-
ing, appreciated, and gratitude goes to the organizers and
volunteers who make these events happen!

What made you decide to move here?

« Once the kids were born it made sense to be closer
to family, in a more affordable place.
Where is your favourite place in gathet?

« Willingdon Beach. It has so many amazing different
features—can'timagine a better park for kids in the summer.

TEACHERS: VIU instructor Kate Parnell (left) started the gathet Pop Choir in September. Her partner

Megan Dietrich teaches art with the school district. Their kids are Max and Ziggy.

How did you first hear about gathet?

« Megan grew up here, and although | had never even
heard of it before meeting her, | quickly fell in love with the
beautiful ocean views, impressive music scene and Nan-
cy's blackberry cinnamon buns.

What would make this a nicer community?

« A car sharing program —like Evo or Modo. There are
a lot of families who struggle to keep up with car costs,
or only occasionally need a second vehicle, and this really
cuts down on the cost and need for more vehicles, as well
as making more of gathet more accessible to all.

What aspect of your previous community do you
think would benefit gathet?

« We would sometimes take the Seabus over to the
Shipyards in North Vancouver—an amazing community
building and space (outdoor small ice rink, large building for
events, space for market booths, small playground, etc).

What challenges did you face in trying to make alife
for yourself here?

« It's definitely a big adjustment coming from a vi-
brant queer neighbourhood with many resources and

community activities, although it's encouraging to see the
work that gathet Pride Society and Trans gathet are doing.

If you were mayor, what would you do?

« Annual Busking Festival —pretty low planning ef-
fort, gives some good exposure to local musicians, and
local restaurants and businesses could get a boost by
partnering as a ‘stage’. No cost to the public unless you're
particularly moved by the performance!

What are qathet’s best assets?

« Nature and people. | still beam at that ocean view
everyday and feel lucky to have the trails a few minutes
from home. It has also restored some faith in humanity to
get to know such kind people that really look out for each
other.

What is your greatest extravagance?

« Akid-free trip to 32 Lakes for a treat!
Which talent or superpower would you most like to
have?

« The ability to fly —farewell flight cancellations and
ferry delays — Il make my own way! “L

earance.

604 485-9493
in the Town Centre Mall

Electrical Upgrades
Renovations

New Construction
Audio/Video Installs

Generator Connections
Car Charging Stations

604.414.3929
FoxtrotElectricalSolutions.ca

FOXTROT ELECTRICAL SOLUTIONS LTD.

TSBC Licence #LEL0201432

Connect a generator to your home

With a standby generator, your family will feel safe and secure
during power outages. We can connect your existing generator,
orinstall a new Cummins, guaranteed one of the quietest,
most efficient, and most reliable generators available.

’ ACCREDITED
- BUSINESS
BEB i

s T e

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
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The Power of Reading Begins Here: qSD’s Early Literacy Momentum

In the spring of 2024, The Province announced the rollout of universal, evidence-based literacy screening for all Kindergarten to
Grade 3 students, supported by a $30-million investment over three years. This funding is expanding provincial outreach teams
and providing districts with literacy-focused in-service and training for teachers and support staff. Here in the gathet School
District, we are proud to be ahead of the curve. qathet School District adopted and began using the evidence-based screener
5 years ago with our K-7 students, giving our educators a strong foundation to build on.

Now, as the provincial training and outreach supports continue to grow, our district is expanding its own teacher learning,
strengthening intervention practices, and applying these tools across classrooms and schools to support the diverse literacy

needs of all students.

44

When we use a quick & reliable
screening tool that provides us with an
accurate snapshot of a child’s “reading
f health”, we spend less time away from
! instruction and we can focus on
supporting all students to become

strong and confident readers.
- Calico Clark, qSD Literacy
Coordinator

What is a literacy screener?

It is a quick, research-based check that helps teachers
understand how a child is developing foundational
reading skills. It's not a test they study for, just a short
assessment that shows how well a child is
progressing in things like letter names and sounds,
word reading, and comprehension. The results help
teachers see who may need extra support early, before
small challenges become bigger ones.

This work is also supported by the Province's recently released K-4 Foundational Learning Progressions, which outline the key reading,
writing, oral language, and math skills students are expected to develop from Kindergarten through Grade 4. These Progressions are
not a new program or curriculum; rather, they serve as a clear roadmap for teachers, describing what “proficient” learning typically
looks like at the end of each grade level. They help educators better understand where students are in their development, identify
strengths, notice emerging needs, and plan instruction that supports all learners.

“ For our district, the
progressions align closely
with the carly screening
and intervention work
already underway. When
combined, these tools give
teachers a robust, more
accurate picture of each
child’s learning allowing
staff to respond quickly
and consistently across

classrooms.
- Kristen Brach, Director of e , . 7>— .
Instruction ” Sage Kuzminski, Grade 1/2 teacher at James Thomson Elementary with students.

gathet School District is very fortunate to have a wonderful group of designated literacy leads in each school who work closely with
teachers to integrate these tools into their day-to-day instruction. Our literacy support leads spend time in classrooms, work with
small groups of students during literacy centers, and provide opportunities for students to practice new phonics skills, read aloud to
build fluency, or work in quieter spaces when needed.

They help teachers use the data provided by the screener to better understand each student’s development of foundational skills and
to ensure that the right supports are in place. They also meet with classroom teachers and administrators to look at data together
and discuss ways the entire school can strengthen literacy instruction.

Their work is grounded in collaboration and shared commitment, with the goal of helping every learner grow into a confident reader
and writer so that they can learn about the world or simply get lost in a great story.



The DIBELS results are a jumping
off point for me to have
conversations with teachers about
next steps for students, ask
questions about which teaching
strategies are working best for our
learners, target small group
instruction to fill gaps, and support
classroom learning while tracking
student progress.

- Julie Venselaar, Literacy
Support Teacher at Kelly Creek
Community School

The introduction of the DIBELS
data tool has truly transformed
how we support literacy at our
school. For example, after
identifying a group of students
who needed support with letter
naming fluency, we
implemented daily intervention
sessions focused on these
skills. Within just four weeks,
progress monitoring with
DIBELS showed significant
improvement in this area! These
students are now much closer
to meeting grade-level
expectations, and we couldn’t
be more proud of their hard
work.
- Becki Mikkelsen, Literacy
Support Teacher at Westview
Elementary

As a Literacy Support teacher, |
work with classroom teachers,
inclusive education teachers, and
administrators to review results
and share insights. Through this
collaborative process, our team

can thoughtfully identify

students who will benefit from
targeted, additional support in

reading and writing.
- Wendy Adams, Literacy

Support Teacher at Edgehill

Elementary

As one of several literacy tools,

| appreciate how the DIBELS
early literacy screener provides
quick and meaningful data that
helps us gain a fuller
understanding of both the
strengths and stretches of each
student as a developing reader.
- Denise Little, French and
English Literacy Support
Teacher at James
Thomson Elementary

How has the data from the
DIBELS tool informed your
work or supported the work
you do with children?

At Westview, our team
administers DIBELS
assessments efficiently and
frequently. This ensures we are
monitoring growth and making
changes as needed throughout
the year. We support students
through a variety of
approaches, including one-on-
one, small-group, and in-class
support.

- Brittney Bodie, Literacy
Support Teacher at Westview
Elementary

Within the library, this
information has guided my
collection development
decisions, as I've noticed an
increase in reading abilities at a
younger age. This has prompted
me to intentionally focus on
developing our early chapter
book section. I've also used the
results to identify the students
who would benefit from a
challenging new read.

- Jessica Adam, Literacy
Support Teacher and Librarian
at Westview Elementary

DIBELS has been a reliable tool
for informing student groupings
in my multiple grade primary
class. The goal is to maximize
the amount of time students are
deeply engaged and motivated
in reading and writing. | use
quick checks every five or so
weeks to inform and address
ongoing needs.

- Carol Wyatt, Teacher at
Texada Elementary

DIBELS allows me to
differentiate teaching,
monitor progress over
time, and adjust
interventions. The data
also guides curriculum
decisions, helping every
learner get the support
they need to succeed.
- Nicole Stevens, Literacy
Support Teacher at
Henderson Elementary

SCHOOL DISTRICT
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RESCUED AND RECOVERED: Bobcat kits, fawn, beaver,
Douglas squirrel pups, wood ducklings, “immature bald ea-
gle with old bat"(commentary by Merrilee Prior), flying squir-
rel pup. Photos courtesy of the Powell River Orphaned Wildlife Society.




New Year,
New Mission

Everyone needs a home, including the Powell River
Orphaned Wildlife Society. Can you help?

BY MERRILEE PRIOR

t PROWLS, we are welcoming
A2026 with fresh enthusiasm for

the direction our migration is tak-
ing us. It will be a long and arduous
trip, but we are ready to take off and
look for new habitat to keep us grow-
ing and strong.

We have spent the last 10 years (and
six years before that as The Bird Lady)
in my small Townsite home and we are
now spreading our wings to take off.

When 1 started, I never envisioned
the variety of species that people
would call with. I expected the odd
sparrow here and there, maybe a rob-
in, but the sheer variety of critters
now means we are sending more and
more of our patients to facilities with
adequate space to treat and condition
them for release.

Our water birds, from ducks and
kingfishers to herons and swans, go
to MARS Wildlife Rescue Centre in
Courtenay; mammals, from flying
squirrels and otters to beavers and
fawns, are sent to either MARS or Crit-
ter Care Wildlife Society, in Langley;
raptors are sent to OWL, in Delta; and
bobcats go to Northern Lights Wildlife
Shelter in Smithers. We still treat all
our songbirds and some of the small
mammals (squirrels, hares, deer mice),
but other species stay until they are
stable enough to put on a plane or a
ferry, then sent out.

While this is an adequate solution to
the space problem, it is short-term and
far from ideal. Some facilities send all
the patients back, others send some,
and others send none, so the animals
are lost to us. It can also be a financial
burden on the specialist facility.

OWL had one of our eagles for nine
months before sending him back for
release, at a cost of about $1,000 a
month. We would likely still send some
away, simply because they would get
better care with the specialists, such
as otters to Critter Care and bats to
MARS. For many of the others, how-

ever, if we had the space, we could do
a full, professional job, from intake to
release, here in their home territory.

Over the years, I have made sev-
eral attempts to find us a home, ap-
proaching anyone I thought might
have land for us, from private individ-
uals and businesses to our municipal
government. The responses have var-
ied, but in the end, the efforts went no-
where. The most encouraging response
was from Mosaic Forest Management,
who said they loved what we are do-
ing, but they never sell, lease or do-
nate land, so they sent us a donation of
$1,000. After a lot of consultation and
research, our board has decided that
enough is enough, and we need to get
serious about doing this ourselves.

We talked with people from all the
other facilities we have worked with,
and all told us the same thing: that, if
we are going to rehabilitate all the ani-
mals that pass through our doors, we
will need at least ten acres, but more
is better.

It was the senior rehabilitator from
OWL who made clear the size we
would need: each eagle cage is the size
of a football field, and when I was talk-
ing with him, there were five of our
eagles at OWL. That’s a lot of football
fields!

This means we will be looking for
a fair-sized acreage in the regional
district. We are open to developed
and undeveloped properties. We have
professionals who are keen to advise
and help us and believe, as we do, not
only that this is worth doing, but that
we can also make this happen. We
are starting our fundraising campaign
now, and we know that this will take a
lot of money and effort.

So, we are asking our supporters to
help us in any way they can. Small
donations from many people add up,
and every bit is appreciated. All the
information is posted on our website
(prowls.org), and we hope you are
able to join us on this journey! “IL

MUCHIMUSICIPARTY]

Nostalgic 80s, 90s, early 2000s music videos

DRY/,GRAD/2026 FUNDRAISER

Tickets available at River City Coffee, Westerly Studios,
Tla’amin Corner Gas & Convenience,
and Pacific Coastal Cannabis
or scan the code to buy online.

S5 drinks
No minors, 19+
Doors open at 8 pm

Saturday, February 14, 2026

Scan for tickets!

Dwight Hall - 6774 Walnut Street

e Gutter Cleaning
e Window Cleaning
e Soft Washing

e Pressure Washing
e Roof De-Moss

e Home Maintenance &

SERVICES

><info@myhomeheroes.ca

REQUEST A QUOTE

Residential + Commercial

©) 778 900 9152
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for hockey and curling was a regular conversa-

tion in town, often reflected in the pages of the

Powell River News. That all changed in 1955 with the } el . / X _ :

opening of the Willingdon Arena. Powell River was §i# ' : o i atly ) '\'-ﬁ';l‘:";\'/“y\ \ TR
i ;! i ) i\

Throughout the 1930s and ‘40s, the lack of a rink

aan

K

no longer an ice-less community, and hockey teams 4NN
and curling clubs quickly began to take shape.

With curling came the town’s first bonspiels, the
traditional name for curling tournaments, as well
as the formation of the Powell River Ladies’ Curling

Club and the Powell River Men’s Curling Club.

| BLAST
| FROM THE PAST

M

—

DEVAN GILLARD

Challenges remained, however, as the community
only had a single sheet of ice, and the push for a

dedicated curling facility continued. Over the next - @ _Je
two decades, a number of proposals were put for- -
ward. In 1957, the Centennial Committee rejected a 8
plan for a combined pool and curling rink. pRe: IEEEEE
In 1959, members of the Moose Lodge even began K
clearing the land behind Willingdon Arena in hopes ‘o7
of building a future curling rink—one that ultimately ¥
never materialized.
It wasn’t until the summer of 1967 that Powell
River’s long-awaited curling rink finally opened
its doors at Beach Gardens. Tragically, just seven e
months later, a fire destroyed the new facility and -
all the bonspiel trophies. Six more years would pass -~

before another dedicated curling rink was built.
In 1974, a new rink opened in Cranberry, taking
over the former Odd Fellows Hall, which had origin- FIRE & ICE: Top, curling an eight-ender game with the Powell River Ladies Curling Club. Middle, a January

ally served as a roller rink. 1968 photo from the Powell River News: “Rink Razed: Loss could be as high as $350,000 in yesterday’s early
With its opening, Powell River’s long-held dream morning fire that destroyed the swank seven-month-old Beach Gardens’ curling rink south of town.” Above,
of a dedicated curling rink was finally realized. “L  the Beach Garden structure before the fire in 1967. Fashion on the rink. Photos courtesy qathet Museum.

Design & Build

LICENSED CONTRACTORS
Serving theentire Sunshine Coast, from Langdale to Lund, including the
surrounding islands. Taking projects from concept to completion.

= § ‘ oy Skl ‘ As featured in QW@ magazine hansonlandandsea.com
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Orca Law is excited to welcome Kirk Somers to our team
as a Paralegal. Welcome to our pod, Kirk!

ORCA LAW

Making law make sense.

Wills - Real Estate - Criminal - Family

orcalawteam.com

236-328-4007 - contact@orcalawteam.com - 4685 Marine Avenue

POWELL RIVER: .
HEAR RIGHT IS YOUR
HEARING CLINIC

WHY HEAR RIGHT CANADA?

Independently owned and locally operated, we pride ourselves &
on delivering top-tier care for the treatment and rehabilitation of e
hearing loss. Our highly skilled hearing care professionals
leverage advanced equipment to provide exceptional solutions at
a lower cost, ensuring our customers receive the best possible
care and newest technology.

RECEIVE UP TO FIRST, 50 GLIENTS

$2700 OFF

A SET OF HEARING AIDS

Complimentary hearing evaluation and report

#103 - 4675 Marine Avenue, Latest testing equipment and hearing technology

Powell River, BC V8A 21.2 IO rncanada a Hearing aid care and maintenance

6 O 4-21 5 _3 8 8 2 ownepsoperared (&) € Facebook Tinnitus Care

HOURS: Monday to Friday 9AM - 5PM Payment plans available
NO REFERRAL NECESSARY

.nIII hear right canada *Please see clinic for discount details and availability
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qathet

Academy
of Music & Arts

JAN7-FEBTI of"c"mer" Act!ng Class.
S UISDTNER with Paloma Kwiatkowski
5:30 - 7:30 A
6 week session

Ms Patti - Early Childhood

Music: Safari Adventure
8 week session

SEE WEBSITE
FORDAYS +
TIMES

Drawing with Lowell:

Drawing Elements
6 week session

JAN 24 - FEB 28
SATURDAYS
2:00 - 3:30

. Dr. Moira Hopfe -Ostensen &
Walter Martella

Join us for a one-of-a-kind experience unlike
anything we have done before. Be welcomed to an
intimate, reserved table and let us host you as you
enjoy an exquisite five-course meal, paired with a
captivating blend of piano, trumpet, and accordion
featuring passionate tangos, soulful boleros, and the

Why buy new?

Buy used—save hundreds

Like-new Apple computers & iPhones

INSTOCK NOW

1-year warranty

S 4
aes / Service / Tutoring / Home set-P

P 7R
Open Tuesday—Friday ( pR

10:00am-5:30pm MAC

/

'/

604 578-1320
4691 Marine Avenue

Only the Best
Used Macs
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What do
you do with
a coffin you

won, while
you're still
living?

hen she put her name into the raffle, Erika
WEspinosa thought the prize was a felted urn
made by Vanessa Sparrow.

The urn was part of a Memento Mori display at
the library created by Community Supported Dying
qathet, a local group that offers educational work-
shops and events on end-of-life topics.

The centre of the display was a coffin the group
built as part of last year’s Memento Mori with the
help of community members. This year, the group
decided to raffle it off.

Erika was surprised to get the phone call saying
she’d won because, she said, she never wins any-
thing. When she found out a coffin was the prize,
not the urn, she laughed. “It’s in my basement in a
really nice spot. I don’t have any plans right now. I'm
still digesting what it means.”

Some acquaintances were distressed, she said, be-
cause they think it will attract death. But her Mex-
ican culture makes her comfortable around the idea.
“We dance and cry with a dead person there, like the
Irish, at their wakes.”

She participates in the Day of the Dead events
qathet’s community of Mexicans organize, and cre-
ates her own altar for her loved ones every Novem-
ber. “I do an altar in my home because that’s how I
grieve — 43 years living out I cannot go home to a
cemetery — that’s a way I connect with my culture.”

The coffin with the beautiful sunflower painted
on the lid, and words of strength and support wood-
burned on its sides, was made for the community,
she says. “I'm lucky. I feel whatever is sending me a
message fits because right now I'm in the process of
figuring out what’s next in my career.”

Erika has been a Four Tides Hospice volunteer for
two years now and supports clients as a grief facili-
tator. The coffin is, she thinks, signalling a way for
her to give back to a community that has given her

THE PRIZE COFFIN: Erika Espinosa with the hand-
painted coffin she won in a raffle.

a lot since she and her partner moved here three
years ago. “I can maybe offer it to the funeral home
if someone can’t afford the coffin.”

Erika came to Canada in 1986. “Death brought
me to Canada. My mom died when I was 14 and
my father died when I was 18. I come from a small
town very similar to Powell River. I decided to leave
because I was the only female after seven boys and
they all wanted to tell me what to do.”

Seeking to escape the deep patriarchal traditions,
she looked for direction. “I was privileged in that
time because my parents had left me some money.”

“At a party my friends asked me where I was go-
ing to go and I said I don’t know. A few drinks later
I said bring a map and where the dart goes I go.
The dart hit Vancouver and I didn’t know where the
hell is Vancouver except Canada. And I freaked out
because I thought it would be snow, but my brother
who knew San Francisco said no, it would be the
coast. ‘And you’ll be having a great time because
Expo is coming and it’s a beautiful city.” And that’s
how I arrived. I was 21 years old.”

Six years ago, Erika met someone who had a
nephew in Powell River. “He has two beautiful girls
and I fell in love with the family and a few months
later we moved here. It was really hard at first, but
now after three years the community has been won-
derful and I just needed to adapt myself to the new
me.”

You may have met Erika already —her coffee
truck, The Bean Buggy, is on site at many festivals
and farmers’ markets and has connected her to many
in the community. Through her hospice work, she is
trying to help people feel more comfortable talking
about death, a goal which matches really well with
those of Community Supported Dying qathet. And
winning a coffin is a great conversation starter.

Community Supported Dying qathet is Jules Adam,
Anna Byrne, Laurie Norman, and Sheila Peters. They
can be contacted at csdqathet@gmail.com. “IL



Tough times
for the Kings

At a December 18 Town Hall at the
Evergreen Theatre, the future of
the Powell River Kings was unsure.
Would these players, right, go home
for Christmas and return to finish
the season? Or was this it for the
Kings?

About 150 fans and most of the Kings
players and staff gathered as the
Kings society explained the crisis,
and gathered ideas. See more on the
next pages.

Five days later, Kings president |
. Shaun Garvey noted that the so- | =
ciety “received confirmation that
, our players intend to return after
Christmas to complete the season.

“We (the Society) have assured
them that we now have clear indi-
cation that the remainder of this
season is not in jeopardy.

“Since the Town Hall, numerous
parties have stepped up, some not
located in Powell River, to offer fi-
nancial assistance and other sup
port. Their contributions. In con
junction with planned fundraising
efforts and a plea to our fans to
consistently “pack the Hap”, has
given us confidence that we can get
through this. We are encouraged by
the grassroots show of support we
have received, but the battle is far
from over! :

Find your Honda generator at:

§ OUTDOOR POWER EQUIPMENT

" 6044855041 | dana@thunderbaysawshop.ca.,
1s " 7125Duncan Street | Mon-Fri 9-5 | Sat 9-4
b ol N L
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Kings

Crisis

BY PIETA WOOLLEY

enough funds to cover the projected fiscal short- 9. The Town Hall audience raised questions about

1. On December 9, the Powell River Kings Hockey fall - the plan must be submitted by January 1. ticket prices, community relations, the quality
Club Society got a call from the Birch Group, $200,000 is the projected shortfall for the re- of coaching, and the behaviour of children at
saying that no more funds will be forthcoming mainder of the 2025-2026 season, ending in the games.
from the group, to support the Kings team. March 2026. 10. By mid-January, the BCHL also requires that the

2. The US-based Birch Group has managed the On December 18, the Kings Society hosted a Kings demonstrate the team will be financially vi-
Kings’ hockey and business operations since De- Town Hall at the Evergreen Theatre to explain able — to the tune of about $1.5 million — for the
cember 2023. the situation to fans, and ask for strategies to Kings to be included in the 2026-2027 season.

3. If the group hadn’t stepped in, it’s likely the raise $200,000 11. The Birch Group has spent about $1.5 million
Kings would have folded two years ago. At that meeting, about 150 fans came out, plus on the Kings.

4. In order to satisfy the BCHL that the Kings can most of the 24 Kings players. 12. The Kings Society, which owns the Kings, is a
complete the current season and not negative- The audience suggested a dinner auction, a non-profit, but not a charity — so it cannot issue
ly impact league operations, the Kings Society GoFundMe page, and simply asking locals for tax receipts.
is required to provide a comprehensive and $5,000 donations. By Boxing Day, $9,294, or 13. The Powell River Paper Kings team was estab-

detailed plan of how they intend to generate

about 5%, had been raised on GoFundMe.

Mother j"

" than Mother Nature?

Who knows better

ud-

lished in 1988.

X Brmg«the feel of the troplcs into your home!

Na‘f'ure 1 4

P"VT* ,L

Include troplcal plants in.your New Year's health resolutlons.
VISIt Mother Nature for plants, pots, lights and terrarium supplles'

B 7 Yy -
Visit our website for up-to-date info about pet care & gardening. 7050 Duncan Street
fb.com/MotherNaturePowellRiver « mother-nature.ca « (O] @mothernatureghp 604.485.9878

& Cerveza

MEXICAN.STYLE

2 Pilsner

PHILLIPS o 4

gL

O Ceryeza

JCornenofiDuncan/&ioyce}

of non-alcoholic a|| gy Rilthict g 4 = 604148509343
beer, cider, wine, I“T !. £ 9amEl0pmiSUnZThULS] as of'January"S.
i —P le Al
cans, & spirits. o GamallpmlEiia.Say www.shinglemill.ca + 604 483-3545 + reservations@shinglemill.ca [ 3

Proud Member of the PR Chamber of Commerce

Avoid the summer crowds!

Come to Lund this winter
and browse in peace
at Tug-Guhm Gallery & Studio.

GALLERY & STUDIO

Open 10am-4pm daily e Closed Tuesdays e At the The Lund Resort at Klah Ah Men
604-413-0637 * aartcreations@shaw.ca [Ei
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AT THE HELM: On December 18, the Kings Society
board faced fans with some challenging news. Dan
Devita (far left) ran the Town Hall. The board, from
left, president Shaun Garvey, secretary Aaron Reid,
treasurer Joe Mastrodonato, John Vanderkemp,
Willie Roberts, Scott Mastrodonato, and Chris Re-
imer. Do you have an idea or want to contribute?
Reach out at dop@powellriverkings.com.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

At press time, the Kings were in last place in the
division and league, with four wins and 22 loss-
es (in first place, division rivals Cowichan Valley
Capitals). The night after this meeting, the Kings
made a come-from-behind overtime win at home.
Among the Birch Group’s more public decisions:
NHLers Cliff Ronning and Glenn Anderson were
brought in to coach and manage the team. Nei-
ther of them remain with the Kings.

Instead, the son of an owner of the Birch Group,
Stephan Seeger Jr., is the team’s head coach and
general manager.

Birch is willing to fund two of the coaches’ salar-
ies until the end of their contract with the Kings
in September of 2026.

The Kings Society is hopeful this crisis can be
overcome. “We just need to make it through the
season,” president Shaun Garvey explained to
the crowd at the Evergreen, noting that if the
team ceases mid-season, that’s the end for the
Kings. “There will be a light at the end of the
tunnel if we get through it.”

Kings’ revenue mostly comes from ticket sales,
merchandise, alcohol sales, and fundraising.
There are no Powell River-raised players on the
Kings’ current roster. Local Kyle Mayenburg is a
reserve player and has laced up for eight games.
A fundraising email has been circulating with
the Kings’ president’s’ name on it—but it is
fraud. He didn’t send it.

The Kings Society is hoping to avoid an interrup-
tion to the season.

As of December 18, the Kings Society is looking
for an investor or a buyer, donations, volunteers,
and spectators.

This has been the best season yet for corporate
sponsorship.

The Kings Society has a tentative meeting sched-
uled with Cranberry Group (which is trans-
forming the mill site) on January 5. The Society
is hoping for an investment. “IL

Powell River's
most popular woodstove.
Get Cadam to install yours.

Pacific Energy’s Super Classic LE
wood stove combines high efficiency,
long burn time, and outstanding i
features with the beauty of lustrous
porcelain enamel. With Pacific
Energy’s Design-a-Fire

system, you can

create the wood

stove of your dreams

by choosing from

a variety of options

for the door, legs,

trivets, and a range

of stunning porcelain

enamel colours,

including Black, Ivory,

Sunset Red, Pacific

Teal and now for a

limited time only:

Midnight Blue.

For wood or gas stoves, installation, or service,
visit the Cadam Fireplace & Stove Centre.

TSBC

CONSTRUSTIGN sAi0103
Hot Solutions for your Cool Locations

7468A Duncan Street near the airport

604-414-4699 cadamfire.com

Aaron

service & supply

RESOLVED TO GET ORGANIZED IN 20267
Keep your kitchen and pantry tidy

with containers from
Aaron Service & Supply

604 485-5611 - 4703 Marine Ave

aaronservice.com - sales@aaronservice.com

Contact us for a free estimate

CONSTELLATION
COUNTERTOPS

Your Local QUARTZ COUNTERTOP Specialists

« fast, friendly, quality service
e precision laser templating
¢ CNC machining

stain ¢ scratch ¢ heat resistant
luxury for any room in your home

604.483.7130
4573B Marine Avenue
www.constellationcountertops.com

LT B /0 AR NS

Wills
Estates

Real Estate
Corporate
Commercial

Experienced.
Local.
Professional.

Call Hillary Fleming today.

2\ FLEMING LAW

4571 Marine Ave - 604-485-2771
fleminglaw.ca
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Inspirational Resistance

Dear Pieta;

Having just finished reading “Peace How Peter
Behr became a war resister” in the November issue,
I was so taken with his willingness to put himself in
the line of fire, to stand up for his beliefs regarding
an unjust war in Vietnam. Without people like him,
standing for justice, things could have been far dif-
ferent.

Thank you, Peter, for all you did!

~ Dorell Meikle

Are these donations getting to the
right people?

To the editor,

I recently travelled by BC Ferries to Powell Riv-
er to visit friends on the Sunshine Coast. I had the
opportunity to browse through your publication. I
enjoyed reading some really great and uplifting com-
munity news. I commend your service to the com-
munity.

I did note that you publish and promote a Pales-
tine narrative. I have a request about your promo-
tion of “My Name is Rachel Corrie.” Mitzi indicated
that funds will be sent to one of four ethical Gaza-
based organizations.

It is a challenge to ensure donations reach Gazans
who are truly in need and to also ensure funds sup-

Dear Powell River and qgathet,

Thank you for your care and support during
the loss of our precious daughter Savannah.
I have made the decision to not return

to Real Estate and I will be leaving my
business with Rachel McKamey. She has
worked alongside me and took things over
when [ really needed her. | consider Rachel
as a part of our extended family. She is hard
working, confidential, and detail oriented,
so you will be in good hands.

Please call her at 604-578-1168, email her at
rachelmckamey@royallepage.ca, or visit her
at Royal Lepage Powell River.

It's been an honour to work with such
wonderful clients and colleagues,

and I'm thankful for the
relationships and
P Love,
Valevie

friendships built
along the way.

VALERIE
GRIFFITHS
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port organizations who are working toward a bright
future, public safety, and lasting peace in the region.
My request — please advise and report on the names
of the ethical organizations to which donations will
be or have been sent.

~ Ryan Foster

Response from Mitzi Jones: Thank you for your mes-
sage and inquiry. After much research, the four or-
ganizations that seemed the most reputable were the
following:

1. MECA, Middle East Children’s Alliance.

meccaforpeace.org/

2. Gaza Soup Kitchen

gazasoupkitchen.org/

3. Action for Humanity

actionforhumanity.ca/en/about-us/our-story/

4. Global Sumud Flotilla

globalsumudflotilla.org

In the end we decided on Gaza Soup Kitchen.

- All the best.

~ Mitzi Jones

LNG tankers not welcome here

To the editor,

Thanks to gL for overviewing the potential future
of the former mill site. Powell River certainly needs
a renewed tax base, and hopefully the developers
will be as careful in selecting new businesses as they
claim to be in asbestos disposal and site demolition.
Unfortunately, though, Cranberry Group CEO Craig

MAIL BAG

We welcome

feedback from our readers.
Letters may be edited for length.

Email your comments to editor@qathetliving.ca,
or mail an old-school letter in the post to

qathet Living, 7053E Glacier St,

Powell River, BC V8A 5J7.

Austin said he would “welcome” LNG to the indus-
trial park, and he’s already “had calls” from indus-
try.

If you care about the quality of life in our beautiful
region, that’s no cause to celebrate.

Watershed Sentinel editor, Zoe Blunt, describes
LNG export facilities as “like living next door to
an industrial-sized meth lab. ‘Emissions’ is a polite
term for the filthy petroleum fumes, constant deaf-
ening noise, and 100-meter tall flares that can last
for days. Toxic smoke chokes residents and covers
farms, waterways, birds, and wildlife.”

She rightly adds that “the long-term effects will be
even more devastating to the planet.” At every stage
of its lifecycle — extraction, processing, transporta-
tion, end-use—LNG generates methane pollution.
Methane is a greenhouse gas 28 to 80 times more
potent than CO2 in the short term.

As early as 2009, Dogwood BC identified key
problems with LNG projects along our coast. These

\ Ry Ll P s

Real ingredients. Real value.
With A&W'’s Value Deals under $4, you can get delicious deals
every day. Enjoy the Spicy Piri-Piri Potato Buddy™ Burger,
the Bacon Chicken Wrap or the Buddy™ Cheeseburger made
with juicy grass-fed beef. Because you deserve high-quality beef
at everyday low prices. Order today at your neighbourhood

ASW or on the AGW mobile app.

@cw,

Open at 5:30am, 7 days a week.
Open late on Fridays & Saturdays

© 2026 A&W Food Services of Canada Inc.

Townsite Heritage Soci

TEA & TARPT FUNDRAISER

January 17th & 18th noon - 4pm
Henderson House Living Museum
6211 Walnut St.

= S

e
_——

I"-. .al:.

Tea & Tarot Readings; : 'f
$25-for 15 min or $45 fora 30min
mprehensive reading
(THS members $20 & $40)
arly for a spot of tea and treats
before your reading.
. Ple¢ase book by phone or email:

thetownsite@shaw.ca

Com

604483390Laiiy |




include the disruption to local ship-
ping (including ferries) by massive
tankers the size of three football fields
in crowded waterways like the Salish
Sea, potentially compounded by sec-
urity measures to protect LNG carriers
from terrorist attacks.

LNG tanker spills and fires, and on-
shore fires and explosions, though
rare, are devastating when they occur.

Jobs? Renewables create far more
jobs per dollar invested than fossil
fuels. Housing is a better way to cre-
ate construction jobs. An LNG plant
is hardly a boon for local fisheries or
tourism.

Independent studies suggest that the
economic prospects of LNG exports are
dubious. LNG is part of the fossil fuel
industry’s desperate rush to extract
every last drop before it’s overtaken
by renewables. Mega-projects are kept
alive less by global market demand
than by the outsized political influence
of fossil capital vis-a-vis compliant pol-
iticians and governments. (Albertan
author Kevin Taft’s Oil’s Deep State is
an eye-opener.)

Fossil fuel corporations are profit-
able because they don’t pay their real
costs of doing business. Put differently,
they are enormously subsidized. One
example: by bailing out and building
the Trans-Mountain bitumen pipeline,

formerly owned by U.S.-based Kind-
er Morgan, the Trudeau government
dunned Canadian taxpayers $34 bil-
lion, much of which will never be re-
covered.

Beyond such direct subsidies, con-
sider the taxpayer-borne costs of un-
remediated abandoned wells, public
health impacts, climate change disas-
ters, and other collateral damage from
fossil fuel production, transport, and
use. Including such indirect subsidies,
IMF studies have estimated that Can-
ada spends up to $50 billion per year
propping up fossil fuels.

Mr. Austin concedes that LNG ex-
port is an unlikely prospect for our re-
gion, given the huge size and costs of
expanding the existing easement from
northern BC.

But don’t get complacent. Mark Car-
ney, the ex-banker, seems to define
nation-building in terms of doubling
down on extractivist mega-projects.

Encouragingly, a 2008 proposal to
develop a massive LNG import facility
on Texada Island was abandoned,
partly due to local residents’ staunch
opposition. If necessary, we can do it
again. But the best way to stop a disas-
trous boondoggle is to nip it in the bud
before it arrives.

~Robert Hackett
qathet Climate Alliance

Step into 2020
in style...

Frh start
with a fresh look

" M

Clothing ¢ Jewelry * Shoes * Hats * Bags & Wallets Gifts * Bodycare & Make-up
Curated Pieces to Look & Feel Good

apparel & lifestyle

Monday to Saturday 10am to 5pm * 4493 Marine Avenue * 604-208-7288
anchor-apparel.ca

gathet |nternat|onal
film festival

MrNOBODY
AGRINST
PUTIN 4

+4

qathetfilm.ca

GLEE 72 MARCH

6-14

Watch trailers and learn more...

Paszn

NO OTHER CHOICE

EMERGENCE

" swoRETAGENT ©

ISCOUER

FOWELL RIVER TGWIN CENIRE

www.PrTownCentre.com

MALL HOURS

Monday - Saturday
9:30 am - 5:30pm
Closed Sundays
and Holidays

Stores with exterior entrances
may have varied hours.

POWELL RIVER
TOWN CENTRE
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Howden Tile & Stone

Shayn Howden
Red Seal Certified Tilesetter

A5
g Proudly serving Powell River since 2005

One year Craftsmanship Warranty on all installations
— Call or text 604-485-4852 or email howdentileandstone@gmail.com

Registered
Massage Therapy

Book now at  BIGIE]

Kostali kostaliwellness.ca r

Wellness 4518 Joyce Avenue

Convenient direct billing to Pacific Blue Cross

: )
Quality
in the I \ IF 5
Dot (| AR CRAFT | bR
ClearCraftHomes.com T —~HOMEE—, Vs Scan me!
\ 604-483-6728 )

Present Group Art Exhibition

Until February 26 - Tuesdays & Thursdays, 12-5pm
at the gathet Art Centre above the Library
C

Annual resident group exhibition and fundraiser.
Featuring more than 60 local artists.

This space available to non-profit organizations, courtesy City Transfer

Where service and safety move volumes.
Next day, damage-free delivery.

310-CITY (2489)

STUBBERFIELD

FUNERAL HOME LTD

TRANSFER

WWW.CITYTRANSFER.COM

POWELL RIVER | SUNSHINE COAST | VANCOUVER

Providing dignified service to the region since 1969
t.our.websiteto.view.obituaries nd end_condolences online

b aiS et e 15 el e 604 485-4112

Baker retires

After 34 years of serving up bread,
pizza and coffee, Mark Dowling is
hanging up is apron. The owner of
Rocky Mountain Pizza and Bakery
has sold the Marine Avenue operation
to Sean O’Malley, who has been work-
ing at Rocky Mountain for the past
three years. Rocky Mountain started in
January of 1992, bringing the first es-
presso machine to Powell River. It was
launched by Mark, Steve Gould, and
Deborah Jenkins. Steve left in 1996,
and Deborah in 2000, but Mark has
been the sole owner for the past quar-
ter century. Mark, who just turned 65,
credits its longevity and success with
the location near the ferry, a long run
of friendly staff, and quality products.

Sean says he feels honoured to carry
on the business. Born and raised here,
he was a baker at Safeway for 15 years
and also worked at Haylstonz Pizza
Bakery and Quality Foods. “I have al-
ways wanted to own/operate my own
business and when Mark made the of-
fer to me to come on board three years
ago as his baker and work towards
taking over ownership, it seemed like
a perfect fit for me,” said Sean. “Busi-
ness will remain as usual for the time
being but I hope to add some of my
own touches when the time is right.”

Timco moving on up

Timco Fine Carpentry has more
than doubled its space by moving oper-
ations to 4495 Manson Avenue. The
facility, across from Two-Wheel Tech,
used to be the welding training facility
for VIU. Timco, run by the father-son
team of Tim and Vince Bacon, pur-
chased Woodworks in April of 2021
and was crammed into two buildings
on Marine Avenue.

“We were busting at the seams,”
said Vince, who began working with
his father at age 13 and now runs the
shop in qathet while Tim still lives in
the Lower Mainland. They do work
across the Lower Mainland, the lower
Sunshine Coast, Squamish, and Whist-
ler, all served from the shop here.

“We’re super happy to have more
space,” said Vince. The 10,000 square
foot shop will allow him to take on

BUSINESS
AFFAIRS

SEAN PERCY

more volume — and he’s hoping much
of that work will be local. He has hired
a salesperson to try to drum up more
local work.

“Capacity was the main thing. We’ve
had a hard time serving local custom-
ers, because we do a lot of custom
home work and one of those homes
could take up the (former) shop for a
couple months. We want to focus on
the Powell River market and this space
allows us to do that,” said Vince. It also
gave them room to install a spray booth
to do top coats and painting. The move
was a large undertaking, with flatbed
trucks moving half a dozen large ma-
chines, plus dust collectors, compres-
sors, smaller machines, and tools.

The Timco shop manufactures
woodwork for custom homes and com-
mercial clients, including cabinetry,
wall panelling, custom door panels,
interior woodwork, handrails, stair
treads, crown molding, and more. In
total the company has 18 employees,
10 of which are based here in qgathet.

To contact Timco, email
vince@timcofinecarpentry.com or call
778-237-9107.

Car seat care

Busy moms have a new ally in keep-
ing their vehicles clean. Alex Khalem-
skyi has launched Cocoon Child Car
Seat Cleaning Service. Alex will
come and pick up your dirty car seat,
disassemble it, wash it, reassemble it,
and deliver it back to you. He has no
special machines for this new project,
just lots of elbow grease and the ex-
perience of having two children of his
own.

“It’s very convenient for busy moms
who don’t have time to clean the car
seats. Most mothers don’t have time,”
said Alex.

Contact Cocoon via Facebook or
Instagram, or email cocooncare.pr@
gmail.com.

L | sean@qathetliving.ca

HARWOCD

ELECTRIC
LICENSED - BONDED - INSURED
HarwoodElectric.com

604-223-7901

SOLAR

I F -0~10350

Dan@HarwoodElectric.com

) COMMERCIAL % RESIDENTIAL %

GCS YARD MAINTENANCE

Your trusted outdoor partner for over 25 years

NOW BOOKING FOR OUR 2026

FERTILIZER PROGRAM

Greener pastures ahead in the New Year!

PREPAY TO SAVEBIG!

Phone: Email:
G 604-485-6628 gesoffice@telus.net

Inst 3
g;gcr:z“yard
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Start 2026
with strings

ocal musicians Simon Gidora (right)
Land Isabella Perron (left) of Duo My-
celia kick of this strangely-strings-
rich month on January 10. There’s plenty
of other music, too, from rock to Robbie
Burns bagpipes. See the calendar for more.

Duo Myceliain concert

6:30, Max Cameron. Academy of Music violin

and voice teacher Simon Gidora and Isabella

Perron are Duo Mycelia(duomycelia.ca). The

gathet Fiddlers are opening. Tickets are S30,
but free for anyone 18 and under. Tickets are

available on eventbrite, or cash at the door.

The Fretless in concert

Juno Award winners transform string music
into intricate, high-energy arrangements,
pushing traditional music to a new place. $35.
Tickets on ShowPass or at the door.

Townsite Jazz Fest Preview Party:
The Kelby MacNayr Ensemble

7pm, Max Cameron Theatre. $30 adults / $15
students. Tickets at the door and townsite-
jazz.com. Brooks Jazz Choir opening.

The Wardens

7pm Max Cameron. Songs and stories from
the land they've protected as National Park
Wardens. Haunting harmonies and chilling
tales reflect Canada’s wilderness in a quintes-
sential mountain culture concert experience.
$35. Tickets on ShowPass or at the door.

N e ed so m eo n e Mediation Sports Law Wills & Estate Planning Divorce & Family Law Commercial Litigation Business Disputes
1 2
in your corner?

Cal‘l‘alg Book your initial

Law consultation:
778-907-1180

GI-OIIP officeecarraiglaw.com

to schedule _
your next =

—

POWELL RIVER | SUNSHINE COAST | VANCOUVER
( \ E CALL TODAY | el |

CITY TRANSFER

Next day delivery. 100% guaranteed. dellvery } 604.48-'5-8100 CITYTRANSFER.COM K
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Great
Balls of
Wool

For all your knitting supplies
(plus classes, drop-ins & more)
visit greatballsofwool.ca

or, by appointment, the studio in Lund.

/7 sudio 0\
’/_;oo\ By Appt. J’(;»,;\:\
// = bookonline ? \\

RC Knits "j;')

Needles/Hooks
« Felting Supplies

: 10275 Sarah Point Road.
Plus lots of authentic, Look for this sign.

knit-here, wearable art!

We have a pick-up spot in Powell River
if you order online, with next day delivery.
Shop/visit the studio by appointment.
Phone 604-485-4859 or book online through the website
or e-mail greath.wool@gmail.com

Serving the Sunshine Coast since 2010

Personalized
Compassionate
Home Care Services

Your
caregivers
will be the same
every day!

We can help for short

sessions, overnights,
or full days

Personal Care « Respite Care
Companionship « Overnight Care
Meal Preparation - Palliative Care

Dementia Care - Post-Operative Care

Shopping & Transportation

M Home
: Healthcare
ROV

Network

604-740-1993
info@homehealthcarenetwork.ca
homehealthcarenetwork.ca

30 January 2026 - gathetliving.ca

JANUARY EVENTS

2

Friday
Film - The Sponge
Bob Movie: Search

for Squarepants
1:30 and 7pm, The Patricia

3

Saturday

Film+« The Sponge
Bob Movie: Search
for Squarepants

1:30 and 7pm, The Patricia

A

Sunday

Christmas Tree
Mulch Fundraiser for
Special Olympics
10am to 1pm, Mother
Nature. S5 donation.

Powell River
Farmers’ Market

12:30 to 2:30 pm, Paradise
Exhibition Grounds (4365
McLeod Road). Produce,
meat, baking, prepared
food, artisan vendors.

Magic the Gathering
Commander night
6pm, High Tide Games.
Bring your best Command-
er deck and be prepared to
defend your creatures.

Film - The Sponge
Bob Movie: Search
for Squarepants

1:30 and 7pm, The Patricia

b

Monday
Back to School

Welcome back!

Community

Pasta Dinner

4:30 to 6 pm, Trinity Hall (at
the United Church by 7-11).
Everyone welcome.

Board Game Night
5pm, High Tide Games.
Use one of High Tide's or
bring your own and play the
night away.

Film« The Sponge
Bob Movie: Search
for Squarepants
7pm, The Patricia

Tuesday

gathet Honey

Bee Club

7-8:30 pm at the Cranberry
Community Hall

Film« The Sponge
Bob Movie: Search
for Squarepants

7pm, The Patricia

7

Wednesday

Dungeons &
Dragons night

Doors at 5:30, games at
6pm. High Tide Games.
Come to watch or start a
character and jump rightin
on the adventure.
Film« The Sponge
Bob Movie: Search
for Squarepants
3:30pm, The Patricia

Thursday

Senior Luncheon
11:30am to 12:30 pm
followed by Projects Half
Done, finishing at 3pm.
Film« The Sponge
Bob Movie: Search
for Squarepants
7pm, The Patricia

Friday
Aging and Longevity,
with Todd Caldecott
7pm, Library. Author Todd
Caldecott discusses the
biological drivers of aging,
classical rejuvenative trad-
itions, and practical advice
on maintaining vitality and
resilience in later life.

Film « Marty Supreme
1:30pm and 7pm, The Pa-
tricia. Timothee Chalamet

ping pongs to greatness in
Josh Safdie’s whooshing
wonder of a film about
winning at all costs.

10

Saturday

Duo Mycelia

in concert

6:30, Max Cameron.
Academy of Music violin
and voice teacher Simon
Gidora and Isabella Perron
are Duo Mycelia(duomy-
celia.ca). The gathet Fid-
dlers are opening. Tickets
are $30, but free for any-
one 18 and under. Tickets
are available on eventbrite,
or cash at the door.

Regals vs. Steelmen
7pm Hap Parker

Uptown Market

10am to noon, outside Dr.
Varma's office on Joyce.
Bread, pies, cookies,
gluten-free baking, eggs,
plants, local Artisan gifts.

Film « Marty Supreme
7pm, The Patricia

11

Sunday

Rock & Bowl 15

7pm, The Alley Powered
by Persephone. Quit It!
(Calgary socio-political
punk), Potential Union
(gathet melodic punk), Ph-
lie (qgathet prog-punk), and
a super special mystery
guest! All-ages show. $20

adults / $15 teens / S5 kids.

Includes free bowling!
Curated by loud gathet.

Powell River
Farmers’ Market

12:30 to 2:30 pm, Paradise
Exhibition Grounds (4365
McLeod Road). Produce,
meat, baking, prepared
food, artisan vendors.

Magic the Gathering
Commander night
6pm, High Tide Games.
Bring your best Command-
er deck and be prepared to
defend your creatures.

Film « Marty Supreme
1:30pmand 7pm, The
Patricia

12

Monday

Open House—
Introduction to Waltz
7to 9pm, Stardusters Hall,
5399 Timberlane Avenue.

Community

Pasta Dinner

4:30 to 6 pm, Trinity Hall (at
the United Church by 7-11).
Everyone welcome.

Board Game Night
5pm, High Tide Games.
Use one of High Tide's or
bring your own and play the
night away.

Film « Marty Supreme
7pm, The Patricia

13

Tuesday

Understanding
Hormonal Health
workshop

6to 7:30 pm, Kelly’s Health
Shop. Register for free in-
store at Kelly's.

Open House —Intro
to Square Dancing
7to 9pm, Stardusters Hall,
5399 Timberlane Ave

Challenge and
Change

“Towards Health Equity in
Our Community, Through a
Palliative Care Lens.”

1to 3pm, Evergreen The-
atre. Free talk with Naheed
Dosani, a palliative care
physician and health equity
advocate based in Toronto.
Details and tickets at
bit.ly/healthequitygathet

Film « Marty Supreme
7pm, The Patricia

14

Wednesday

Dungeons &

Dragons night

Doors at 5:30, games at

6 pm. High Tide Games.
Come to watch or start a
character and jump right in
on the adventure.

Whole 30 Coaching
Program begins

6:30 to 8 pm, Wednesdays
at Kelly’s Health Shop. See
ad next page.



ea |

Homelessness,
Fnd-0f-Life, & beyond

On Tuesday, January 13, Join Dr. Naheed Dosani
for Challenge and Change “Towards Health Equity
in Our Community, Through a Palliative Care Lens.”
The free talk takes place from 1 to 3 pm at the Ever-
green Theatre.

Naheed is a palliative care physician and health
equity advocate based in Toronto. He’ll be speaking
to his experience as the founder and leader of Pallia-
tive Education and Care for the Homeless (PEACH)
and discussing how structural vulnerabilities such as
homelessness and poverty cause barriers to health
care (especially end-of-life care), and how commun-
ities can work together to increase accessibility of
essential social and health services.

Details and tickets at bit.ly/healthequityqathet

world's largest tropical
wetland and floodplain.
This dynamic ecosystem
with a rich biodiversity
experiences a yearly cycle
of flooding and drying. The
Pantanal is known for its
abundant wildlife, includ-
ing jaguars, capybara, and
various bird species. It is
also home to the largest
concentration of croco-
diles in the world. Every-
one welcome - S5 drop-in
fee for non-members.

Turn the 7and

El Camino

Carlson Loft 7pm, en-
trance by donation.

Film - Marty Supreme
7pm, The Patricia

16

Friday

Banff Mountain Film

Festival begins
See ad on Page3b.

Film « Marty Supreme
3:30pm, The Patricia

15

Thursday

Hospice Volunteer
Info Session

6:30 to 8:30 pm. Are you
compassionate, nonjudg-
mental and a good listen-
er? Four Tides Hospice is
offering a 28-hour training
to become a Volunteer
Visitor to support pa-
tients and families in their
homes, long-term care
settings, and in hospital.
To register or for more
information: anna.byrne@
fourtideshospice.org or
604223 7309.

Senior Luncheon
11:30am to 12:30 pm
followed by Projects Half

Done finishing at 3pm.

Malaspina Naturalists
Speaker Night - The
Pantanal, South
America with

Tammy Siddall

7pm, Trinity Hall, United
Church, on Duncan Street,
Tammy recently visited
the Pantanal. Located
mainly in Brazil, this is the

17

Saturday

Tea & Tarot-A
Fundraiser for

the Townsite
Heritage Society
Noon til 4pm, Hen-

derson House. Pre-

book your reading:
thetownsite@shaw.ca. See
ad on Page 26.

Uptown Market

10am to noon, outside Dr.
Varma's office on Joyce.
Bread, pies, cookies,
gluten-free baking, eggs,
plants, local Artisan gifts.

Poker for Pickleball
Tournament

Tpm to 6 pm, Texas Hold
‘em at the Loft at the
Carlson Community Club.
Doors open at 12:30 pm.
Entry fee $S100/player.
Maximum 100 players, so
register early. First place:
$1,000; second S500; third
$200; awards for “best
hand”, plus a 50-50 draw.
Light snacks and non-al-
coholic drinks provided.
All proceeds to the gathet
Pickleball Association’s Fa-
cility Development Fund.

Elderdog and Senior
Dog Wellness

2pm, Library. Canine
bodywaorker and fitness
professional Rachel Koop-
man-Gough will present
practical tips for helping
your dog stay fit and happy
into their golden years.

Nameless King

- Tour Of The
Sunless Realms

7pm, The Alley. With Vam-
pires & Leeches, Ominisia,
and ENDR. $15 presale

- 820 day of the show. All
ages.

Shuffling up some
Gentle Hills

gam, Willingdon Beach
concession. Continuing
with the introduction to
the trails. This week intro-
ducing some gentle hills
but keeping the distance
to about bkm. With gathet
Trail Running.

Banff Mountain

Film Festival
See ad on Page 35.

Fitsto a

WINTER SEMINARS

4717 MARINE AVENUE
604-485-5550

m KELLY’S
HEAITH SHOP

Understanding Hormonal Health
Certified Nutritionist, Simone Clifton

TUESDAY, JANUARY 13, 2026 FROM 6-7:30PM
REGISTER FOR FREE IN-STORE @ KELLY'S

Embracing an Holistic Approach
to Diabetes & Metabolic Health
Dr. Shawn Peters, Licensed Naturopathic Doctor

TUESDAY, JANUARY 20, 2026 FROM 6-7:30PM
REGISTER FOR FREE IN-STORE @ KELLY'S

Discover Vibrational Healing
Sarah Conley, Certified Biofield Tuning Practitioner

TUESDAY, JANUARY 27, 2026 FROM 6-7:30PM
REGISTER FOR FREE IN-STORE @ KELLY'S

Join our next NOURISH Health Coaching Program

WHOLE 30 COACHING PROGRAM WITH TERRI CRAMB

ONE 9OMINUTE IN-PERSON CLASS PER WEEK PLUS
IN-STORE SAVINGS & HEAPS OF SUPPORT!

WEDNESDAYS, JANUARY 14 - MARCH 4, 2026
6:30-8PM
$199 - REGISTER IN STORE @ KELLY'S
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TRAVEL
JEWELRY

Why not book a
Permanent Jewelry Party?

IDEAL FOR:

Birthdays  Reunions
Weddings * Graduation
Milestones

Staff Appreciation
Bachelorette - Girls Night

Mom & Me - Holiday Party
Bridal/Baby Shower Fawnd Stane

ermanent
or Just Because... pm.ﬁﬁf@
T

Follow me on Instagram
for pop-ups and events schedule

Ask any time about booRing a party
@foundstone_jewelry_art_decor [}

- - - -
et it by el
qathet

. [LIVING

HOWCASING THE BEST OF OUR COMMUNITY

| Subscribe to gathet Living for just $70 a
year, including taxes! Get all 12 issues of
| qathet Living, plus ZEST and Home Grown.

| Simply call (604-485-0003) or email
(office@qathetliving.ca), or fill in the

| information below and mail this, along with

| your cheque or credit card details to:

qathet Living Subscriptions
I 7053E Glacier St, Powell River, BC V8A 5J7

Name

Email

Address

City, Prov

Postal Code

Phone

| 0 Why would I subscribe when I can get gathet Living
free all over town, or online at qathetliving.ca?

| A For folks who prefer to read a paper edition and are
not in the qathet area, or are not able to get out,

I getting it in the mail is a practical solution to satisfy
their craving for qathet stories. The magagzine is still

| ng jorq ag:
free, we just have to charge for postage.

C - - - - _
32 January 2026 - gathetliving.ca
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Sunday

Alcohol Inks
workshop with
Patricia Sparks

1pm, gathet Art+Wares.
$100. Three hour work-
shops. Learn how to work
with this fluid, unpredict-
able medium as you
experiment with colour
blending, movement, and
layering. ga-w.ca
Powell River
Farmers' Market
12:30 to 2:30 pm, Paradise
Exhibition Grounds (4365
Mcleod Road). Produce,
meat, baking, prepared
food, artisan vendors.
Tea& Tarot-A
Fundraiser for

the Townsite
Heritage Society
Noon til 4 pm, Hen-
derson House. Pre-

book your reading:
thetownsite@shaw.ca.
See ad on Page 26.

Magic the Gathering

Commander night
Bpm, High Tide Games.
Bring your best Command-
er deck and be prepared to
defend your creatures.

Texada Winter Market
Noon til 3pm, Texada Com-
munity Hall.

19

Monday

Community

Pasta Dinner

4:30 to 6 pm, Trinity Hall (at
the United Church by 7-11).
Everyone welcome.
Board Game Night
5pm, High Tide Games.
Use one of High Tide's or
bring your own and play the
night away.

20

Tuesday

Embracing an
Holistic Approach
to Diabetes and

Metabolic Health

B to 7:30 pm, Kelly's Health
Shop. Register for free in-
store at Kelly's.

The Fretless

in concert
Juno Award winners
transform string music

SPRING WILL COME AGAIN: The Rose Bed, by artist Janet Southcott. At the
Present Group Exhibition at the gathet Art Centre this month.

into intricate, high-energy

JANUARY ART SHOWS

Jan 12 to June

qathet ART at PR Library
presents Janet Southcott:
“Let the Light In” Exhibition

See prpl.ca for library hours

arrangements, pushing
traditional music to a new
place. S$35.

You Are Not Alone,
| Will Listen - Cross

Canada Journey

4pm Library. Retired so-
cial sorker Paul Jenkinson
share wacky and delightful
stories about his 23,000
km coast-to-coast journey
and 700+ conversations
with complete strangers.

21

Wednesday

Dungeons &

Dragons night

Doors at 5:30, games at

6 pm. High Tide Games.
Come to watch or starta
character and jump rightin
on the adventure.

To February 26, 2026

Present Group Exhibition

at gathet Art Centre featuring 60+ local
artists.

Viewing hours: Tues & Thurs, 12-5pm
gathetART.ca

22 24

Thursday Saturday
Senior Luncheon Mixed Media
11:30am to 12:30 pm Mmmagic with
followed by Projects Half Lisa Hau

Done, finishing at 3pm.

23

Friday

Townsite Jazz Fest
Preview Party: The
Kelby MacNayr
Ensemble

7pm, Max Cameron
Theatre. $30 adults / $15
students. Tickets at the
door and townsitejazz.
com. Brooks Jazz Choir

opening.

1pm, gathet Art+Wares.
Designed for all levels,
this workshop encourages
curiosity, looseness, and
joy in the process of cre-
ation itself! $125. ga-w.ca

Uptown Market

10am to noon, outside Dr.
Varma's office on Joyce.
Bread, pies, cookies,
gluten-free baking, eqgs,
plants, local Artisan gifts.

Robbie Burns Dinner
at the Legion

Put on by the Clansman
Pipe Band. Full roast beef
dinner with haggis and
Scottish entertainment.
Tickets $35.

A Little Bit Much

comedy show

7:30 pm, Evergreen. Chela
Davidson. A One-Woman
Show About Becoming
and Being Unbecoming.
It's about coming of age
in the 90's and coming

of middle age right now.



It's about the stories we
internalize about who we
are, self-perception, patri-
archal deception and the
identities we fiercely try to
shed, waking up, growing
up and throwing up the
domestication we've been
force-fed. $35. chela-davi-

son.thrivecart.com

25

Sunday

Powell River
Farmers’ Market

12:30 to 2:30 pm, Paradise
Exhibition Grounds (4365
MclLeod Road). Produce,
meat, baking, prepared
food, artisan vendors.

Polymer Clay 3D
workshop with
Patricia Sparks

1pm, gathet Art+Wares.
$100. Immerse yourself in
the art of sculptural design
asyou create a serene
coral reef scene in dimen-
sional form. ga-w.ca.

Magic the Gathering

Commander night
6 pm, High Tide Games.
Bring your best Command-

er deck and be prepared to
defend your creatures.

26

Monday

Community

Pasta Dinner

4:30 to 6 pm, Trinity Hall (at
the United Church by 7-11).
Everyone welcome.

Board Game Night
5pm, High Tide Games.
Use one of High Tide's or
bring your own and play the
night away.

27

Tuesday

Compassionate
Friends meeting

6:30 pm. For anyone

who lost a child at any
age, for any reason. For
location and more, email
powellrivercf@gmail.com.
See ad on Page 2.

waves this
weekend?

Thursday.

Event

What’'s making

Literacy Week «
Print a Baby

10:30am, Library. See
more on ad, Page 34.
Discover Vibrational

Healing

6 to 7:30 pm, Kelly’s Health
Shop. Register for free in
store.

Royal Winnipeg
Ballet: T'al: The Wild
Man of the Woods

Evergreen. rwb.org. See
story on Page 36.

28

Wednesday

Dungeons &

Dragons night

Doors at 5:30, games at

6 pm. High Tide Games.
Come to watch or start a
character and jump right in
on the adventure.

29

Thursday

The Wardens

7pm at The Max. Songs
and stories from the land
they've protected as
National Park Wardens.
Haunting harmonies and
chilling tales reflect Can-
ada's wilderness in a quint-
essential mountain culture
concert experience. S35.

Senior Luncheon
11:30am to 12:30 pm
followed by Projects Half

Done, finishing at 3pm.

30

Friday

Cousin Harley

with SPENDO
8 pm, Carlson Loft

31

Saturday

Literacy Week:

Retro Family Jam
10am to noon, Library. See
more in the ad, Page 34.

Negotiating Buck
Naked: Doukhobors,
Public Policy, and
Conflict Resolution
2pm, Library. Greg Cran
presents his book on

the turbulent history

of Russian Doukhobor
immigrants in Canada and
his own personal journey
responding to this conflict.

Uptown Market

10am to noon, outside Dr.
Varma's office on Joyce.
Bread, pies, cookies,glu-
ten-free baking, eqgs,
plants, local Artisan gifts.

ATRIC]
g5) THEATRE (5o}

IN HISTORIC TOWNSITE = PATRICIATHEATRE.COM = 604-483-9345

qathet Living's Steller Events brings the best
of the weekend straight to your inbox every

Dont miss out on what's happening around town
and beyond. Free, fun, and totally stellar.

FT v

Free public talk

Challenge
& Change

Health equity in our community, through a palliative care lens.

Join palliative care physician and health equity
advocate Dr. Naheed Dosani for this free, public talk
exploring socio-economic barriers to health care and
how we can work together to meet community needs.

*This event is eligible for Canadian College of Family Physicians
continuing education credits.

Festivals - Sports « Art « Film & Much More!

Sign up today

at gathetliving.ca

gathet

LIVING

HOWCASING THE BEST OF OUR COMMUNITY

Tuesday, January 13th
1:00 pm- 3:00 pm

www.liftcomunityservices.org

Evergreen Theatre
5001 Joyce Ave.

Free tickets available at
bit.ly/healthequityqathet
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ASK BRIAN:
Why detail the
outside of your

vehicle in winter
when it’s just
going to get

Q dirty again?

I

Brian is qathet’s resident expert on cleaning
up the mess rodents leave behind, and

helping fix the damage they do. Ask about
rodent deterrent service.

SPILLED?
New Image offers

emergency drop-in
service.

BRIAN SAYS: “Our power polish and wax can heIp pratect your vehicle’s paint
finish from the damaging effects of salt, sand, liquid de-icer, and road grime.
We can help extend the longevity of your vehicle’s paint with an
exterior detail, especially in the winter.”

‘§
N=W IM/\G_

AUTAO DETAI
NewlmageAutoDetail.ca € [@] 6984 Alberni Street - 604-485-0092

Literacy Week (Jan25-Feb1) AT THE LIBRARY

Know a reader aged 9 or up? Launch their reading to new
heights during Family Literacy Week by completing PRPL's Next
Reads Rocket questionnaire. Fill out one online form for each
young reader in your family and receive five personalized book
suggestions via email within a week!

Tuesday, Jan 27, 10:30-11:30am

Using non-toxic inks on quality papers, replicate small
hands and feet for your wee one’s scrapbook. Take home
some early literacy resources, too. We'll be joined by
speech and language therapist Nicole Wagner from VCH
who will be there to answer any questions you might have
about your child’s speech and language development.

Print a Babyif

Sy 35 Febrary 1
RETRO FAMILY

JAM

Tuesday, Jan 31, 10am-12pm

Celebrate Family Literacy Week by joining qathet Museum
and Archives at the Powell River Public Library to get
hands on with some retro technology, all while enjoying a
* morning of Super Mario inspired nostalgia AND boosting
those language, reading, and numeracy skills. Drop-in.

FREE BOOKS: For families to spark and support conversation on

various topics including consent, truth and reconciliation, diversity, information
literacy, and homelessness. One book per family, while
supplies last. These books
were purchased with

the LawMatters grant
generously provided

by Courthouse

Libraries BC.

POWELL RIVER
PUBLIC LIBRARY

EE books for
families

info@prpl.ca 604-485-4796 prpl.ca
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COMING UP THIS WINTER / SPRING

February 12,13 & 14

The Little Mermaid

7pm, Evergreen Theatre. $25. Advance
tickets available for purchase at 32 Lakes
and Anchor Apparel. Join Beanstalk
Theatre Company under the sea for an im-
mersive experience as we bring the magic
of The Little Mermaid to the stage.

February 20 & 21

A New Light - dance performance
Laszlo Tamasik Company dancers will
perform a number of genres in this fund-
raising showcase. All proceeds go towards
competitive fees for our teams.

February 25 to March 7

gathet Festival of the

Performing Arts

Come share your talents in voice, band/
instrumental, choir, piano, strings, speech
arts and dance disciplines. Register at:
musicfestivalreg.com/qgathet

February 14

Dry Grad Much Music Dance Party
8 pm Dwight Hall. See ad on Page 19.

February 27

Big West Wrestling Caged Match
6:30 pm, Brooks

February 28

PR Chamber of Commerce
Business Awards

Dwight Hall. See ad on Page 36.
Nominations at powellriverchamber.com.

March 6 to 14

gathet International Film Festival
gathetfilm.ca. 16 feature films from BC,
Canada, and around the world.

March6to 15

Sunshine Coast Flavour Festival
Dining festival from Gibsons to

Lund. See ad on Page 9 and more at
flavourfestival.ca.

March 14 to 19

BC Hockey U13 Provincial
Championships

Hap Parker. Will bring teams, families,
coaches, and officials from across the
province.

April 5
10 Years since the Tla’amin

Nation Final Agreement
Celebrations TBA

April9to 11

Townsite Jazz Festival
townsitejazz.com

May8&9

Beanstalk Theatre

Company Showcase

7pm, Evergreen Theatre. $25. Advance
tickets available beginning in April at 32
LLakes and Anchor Apparel. Don't miss out
on Beanstalk Theatre Company's 2026
Showcase featuring a dazzling array of
performances that are sure to entertain
all ages!

Mother’s Day Weekend

Historic local fashion show,
featuring Ivan Sayers

To raise awareness about community
history and the importance of collecting
and preserving local stories. Funds raised
will support dementia care services here
in Powell River. Details TBA.

May 23

The Road to Oz - Ballet

A ballet production of The Wizard of 0z
created by our teacher Sandi Wadden.
All of our ballet students from tiny to
graduating will be showcased in this
performance.

May 28, 29 & 30

Macbeth, Hadestown-style

Brooks Theatre Company students collab-
orate with gathet community band under-
scoring this tale with a twist. Something
wicked this way comes. Enter the gritty
underworld of prohibition New Orleans in
this Hadestown-inspired interpretation of
Shakespeare's classic tragedy.

May 29 & 30

Laszlo Tamasik Year

end Showcase

Two nights of amazing dance perform-
ances celebrating all the work students
have put in this year and the end of

the dance season. All students in jazz,
hip-hop, lyrical, contemporary, tap, and
musical theatre will perform.

SCREENING TRUTH TO POWER

CINEMA POLITICA

qathet

Monthly documentary screenings that bring people together,
connect fo local issues, and expand our understanding of human
rights, environmental justice,and liberation.

Scan the code to join our newsletter or follow our socials.
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WHAT HE HEARD: Retired social worker Paul Jenkinson started listening at lit-
tle tables like this one in Nova Scotia in May 2025. Photo courtesy of Paul Jenkinson

What will Paul
hear here?

BY PAUL JENKINSON

he first time I came to Powell Riv-
Ter, I was there as a tourist. Now

I'm returning with another goal
in mind.

Starting in Nova Scotia on May 1,
2025, I travelled through nine prov-
inces, drove 23,000 kilometers, vis-
ited over 50 communities, and offered
listening opportunities to over 800
people, in public places, with no cost
involved. It’s through my project, the
You Are Not Alone, I Will Listen, Cross
Canada Journey.

As a social worker with two degrees
and 40 years of experience, and now
at age 71, I have had the privilege of
listening to the joys and sorrows of
Canadians young and old, nationwide.

The idea of someone available to lis-
ten, in public settings, has caught the
media’s attention with coverage in The
Washington Post and on the CBC, CTV,
and Global National News broadcasts.

The You Are Not Alone, I Will Listen,
Cross Canada Journey makes a simple
offer. I put out two chairs, a table with
business cards, Jolly Rancher candy for
the children and the child at heart, and
dog treats. I fold my hands, relax, and
prepare to live out the commitments
that are stated on my sign. I make the
intentional promise to listen to whom-
ever stands beside or sits down at my
little site. I listen to them first and I
listen longer, with no judgement, no
shaming and positive regard for each
person.

| WILL LISTEN TOUR

When: Presentation at the Library is on
January 20 at 4 pm. Paul Jenkinson will be
listening throughout town for several days
around this date.

What: This is part of the You Are Not
Alone, | Will Listen, Cross Canada Journey

More Info: pejenkinson@gmail.com

In a time where many people feel so-
cially isolated, where the world of cell
phones, tablets, and ear buds make
contact between strangers difficult
and a world where political polariz-
ation contributes to frayed or broken
relationships, I promise to listen, listen
longer, listen with respect and com-
passion, with the goal to be positively
with you at the beginning and the end
of our listening opportunity.

I will be listening at the Powell Riv-
er Public Library several days as well
as presenting about my Cross Canada
Journey.

I will be at the Townsite Market Sat-
urday as well as, listening at other lo-
cations, in private sessions with those
identified as master listeners in the
Powell River area and in other private
listening opportunities.

I can be reached at the email pejen-
kinson@gmail.com should you want to
offer your business or public space for
listening opportunities. “IL

" MOUNTA
. FILM FEST
~ WORLDTO

¢ SECONDARY SCHOOL
X CAMERON THEATRE

" available at
The Gear Attic
& TAWS

The World's
Best Mountain Films

Lek.  YETI DU/ER  Grangers  HOVERAir
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Different films each night.

Join us for a CASH bar, light snack, and a chance to explore the booths representing local
organizations that support outdoor adventure.
Knucklehead Winter Recreation Association enhances access
and provides infrastructure to promote safe alpine recreation
throughout the Powell River backcountry.

For more information or membership please visit:
powellriverbackcountry.com/about-us/

5:30 pm Doors open. 6:30 pm Film screening in the Max.

Find the Waste Wizard and other information on our waste
collection services at powellriver.ca, or scan here:

LW S rer

‘a qathet
coastal by nature ) REGIONAL DISTRICT

JANUARY
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¢ NEW HABITS!
Organics and

17 1. Flatten and bundle
cardboard, rinse cans,
Garbage Day:
Organics and

plastic containers and
Recycle Day:

24 bottles for recycling.

2.Layer food scraps and yard
31 waste in your green bin to
compost.

3.If it can’t be recycled or
composted, toss it in the
grey garbage bin.

4.Carts at the curb between
5:30 to 7:30 am. Not the
night before!
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Wild man of
the Ballet

Tlaamin Nation’s Cameron sink%a
Fraser-Monroe brings his

(and the Royal Winnipeg Ballet's)
I'sl: The Wild Man of the Woods,
to the Evergreen, January 27.

hen Cameron
sink%a Fra-
ser-Monroe

wants to blow off
steam from the intensi-
ty of choreography, he
goes for a cold plunge.
Because he’s often
working in Manitoba
right now —about to |
launch the West Coast
tour of T’l: The Wild
Man of the Woods,
the show he choreo-
graphed for the Royal Winnipeg Ballet (RWB) —
which will be at the Evergreen Theatre on January
27 — those cold plunges are really, really cold.

7

\ \

“It’s something I like to do no matter where I am,”
sink"o said in a phone interview with gL. “I find hot
springs and saunas and places to cold plunge. It’s
something we practice in ceremony where you’d
have your morning ice bath down at the river [tisk-
wat], even if it was the middle of winter.

“There’s a thermal pool in Winnipeg which is one
of my favourites, because it’s outdoors and you can
freeze your hair into a Mohawk.”

It’s hard to imagine when he has time to be frivolous.

In September of 2024, sink"s premiered his own
work — the first Coast Salish ballets ever —at the
Max Cameron Theatre. Tagas and The Cowboy Act
Suite were danced by Ballet Kelowna. The 400-seat
theatre was completely sold out.

For T’l: The Wild Man of the Woods, there were
fewer than a dozen seats left unsold at press time,

The annual Powell River Chamber of Commerce

Business Awards gala and dinner
is set for February 28, 2026 at Dwight Hall

Reserve your tickets now: 604-485-4051

Award nominations are open til Jan 15 at PowellRiverChamber.com

=Y
S OWA S et
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
This space sponsored by liclth\e(,ING

Your
locally grown
legal team

Katya Buck” « Brandon Henderson

Stacey Fletcher « Rob Villani*
"Denotes a law corporati
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Real Estate
Commercial Law
Wills & Estates
Divorce
Family Mediation
Criminal Law

Civil Disputes

Our goal is to provide quick, responsive

services, creative solutions and

sophisticated strategies for our clients

=~
AT/ VILLANI & COMPANY

Phoenix Plaza * 604 485-6188 - villaniandco.com



SCARY AND SUMPTUOUS: T'al: The Wild Man of the Woods is based on a children’s story about a kidnapper who snatches and eats children. Photo courtesy of the RWB

more than a month before the performance, in the
700-seat theatre.

“T’al is a story that’s known by both kids and
adults, and my parents told me this story when I was
a child,” said sink"9, noting that the work uses all 26
RWB dancers.

“Not only is it a great story, it’s a tool that was
used to keep kids close to home and make sure they
didn’t wander off after dark. He is someone that will
kidnap little kids, glue them down with pitch, and
then roast them over the fire to eat. It’s quite a scary
story.

“On Vancouver Island, T’al is a woman, which I
think is quite interesting. No matter where you go
in the world, there’s stories about someone in the

base tan

Go

A N %
10am to 8 pm Monday to Thursday « 10am to 6 pm Friday « 10am to 4 pm Saturday « 6975 Alberni (above the Library)

woods.”

T’3l, together with the other RWB work on tour,
Carmina Burana, is 52 minutes long. It features an
original score by Cree cellist Cris Dirkson.

In between tagas and T’3l, sink™s has been in-de-
mand. In mid-2024, he was getting ready to pre-
miere a new work for the RWB in New York City. He
was working on pieces commissioned by the Nation-
al Ballet of Canada, and many more.

The pace doesn’t lighten after T7l. On May 1, he
will premier his first full-length ballet: Cikilax"m:
Controlled Burn.

“Set in a dystopian future where wildfire season
has no end, a young Indigenous firefighter’s beliefs

are challenged when he meets Mothk", a fierce pro-
tector of ancestral knowledge who carries out cultur-
al burns,” reads the description.

He hopes this production will also come to qathet.

The work was inspired in part by Algonquin au-
thor Yvette Nolan’s book The Unplugging, alongside
Tla’amin elders Betty Wilson and Elsie Paul.

“This is not a tale of apocalypse, but of persever-
ance,” said sink"a. “Of memory that survives and en-
dures. Of land that remembers how to heal.”

sink"3 is thrilled to bring T’sl to qathet.

“It’s really meaningful to bring this story to where
it was passed down and especially exciting that nar-
rator Elsie can attend.” “IL

Simply

BRONZE

Tanning & Swimwear
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Australian
Gold.
DESIGNER SKIN
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It’s okay - we can
keep that secret
foryou!

Get what you really wanted for Christmas at Paradise Valley RC!

Radio controlled: - o Jo "
Cars, trucks, boats ' '
Rock crawlers

Aircraft
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. PEACE OF THE PUZZLE
' Long winter evenings are
for relaxing with puzzles,
and Mother Nature has a
huge selection, including
Eurographics puzzles,
which offers children’s
puzzles, sports scenes,
classic scenery, and even
3D puzzles like this one of
two cats trying to sneak
onto a dogs-only beach.

b

~ XL PIFFES

No Cats Allowed by Lucia H eﬁgrnan
Interdit aux chats - Prohibida la entrada a los gatos - Keine Katzen G

CHESS, BUT MAKE IT ART

Treat yourself (or your favourite opponent)to a
specialty chess set from Oceanside Entertainment.
Choose from a variety of sets, ranging from beau- GOOD VIBRATIONS
tiful glass to licensed sets based on the Legend of
Zelda, Lord of the Rings, Minecraft, and more. Or go
for something more historical, like this Romans vs
Egyptians glass chess set for $144.95.

After the rush of the holidays, you really deserve to treat your-
self to a Cocoon Wellness Pod experience at Simply Bronze
Tanning & Swimwear. It promises rejuvenation, better sleep,
and pain reduction with the use of infrared heat, vibrations,
red chromolight, radiant heat, and adjustable cool facial air.
Our editor, who recently gave the pod a test, can’t say enough
about the cocoon wellness pod's ability to produce full relax-
ation and reduced anxiety.

A SOBER SIPPER

If you're going dry in January, it doesn't mean
you can't enjoy a good bottle of wine. This
light rosé wine from JP Chenet is alco-

GET ORGANIZED NEW YEAR, NEW SKETCHBOOK hol-free. Indulge your senses with a delightful

Start the year with a plan—and With cover designs inspired by art, bouquet of red fruit aromas, including juicy

make it a beautiful plan with a literature, and cultural treasures strawberries, luscious cherries, and vibrant

stop at Bloom Therapy to find from around the world, Paper- raspberries. Capone’s Cellar has many alco-

BC-made stationary, planners, Blanks journals turn everyday hol-free options.

notebooks, sketch pads, mini note-taking into an elevated expe-

jotters, and more. It is also the rience. Whether you're sketching,

Sunshine Coast’s exclusive car- planning, or journaling your way F
rier of Rifle Paper Co. products. into the new year, these beautifully e

crafted books make every page (S TTINNT TR ) (RS | A PHILLIPS w/

feel special. They're also part of 'n'r
January’s feature sale at qathet '
© Cerveza il © Pale Ale

Art + Wares.
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YES, YOU OTTER

Tug Guhm Gallery’s owner and sculptor ex-
traordinaire, Debra Bevaart, is at it again, this
time with an adorable sea otter head sticking
up in the water. Hand carved in Brazilian soap-
stone, this iconic west coast piece is available
for $785.

FIREIT UP

If you haven't upgraded the wood heat
in your house yet, there's never been a
better time. Cadam Fireplace & Stove
Centre can help you install a new wood
stove to create the coziest supplement
to your existing heat, or to replace an
inefficient old unit. The True North
TNI10, for example, is a cost-effective
solution, but cranks out 30,000 BTUs
with a 73% efficiency ratingand a
reliable catalytic-free tube combustion
system which creates an air wash that
cleans the glass so the fire always looks
inviting.

SUBLIME SLEEP
Effortlessly chic and cozy, the Sensis Zayla Pajama Set
from Sublime Fashions is made for relaxed evenings

and slow mornings. This two-piece lounge set features

a soft long-sleeve top with a relaxed cowl neckline and
n g coordinating wide-leg pants. Crafted from a lightweight,

brushed cotton-blend knit, it drapes beautifully while
keeping you warm and comfortable. Perfect for lounging,

sleeping, or weekend wear, this neutral taupe-heather
shade adds an elevated touch of calm luxury to your at-
home wardrobe.

COZY TOES

If you didn't get a pair of Glerup slippers
this past holiday, well, first you need better
friends. Second, get yourself down to Fits
to a T and treat yourself to the most comfy
footwear you'll ever own.

BLUE SKY FROM NOW ON

For the first time ever, you didn't get socks in your
stocking, but your feet are cold! Armitage Men's Wear
to the rescue, with cozy, itch-free Blue Sky merino wool
socks for both men and women. The Canadian-made
socks naturally wick moisture, prevent odours, and
keep feet warm in cold or damp weather. Check out all
the colours in store.




Hobbies.

MAKE IT PERSONAL

Treat yourself to custom
jewelry that tells a story,
recalls a memory, or shows
off your personality and
style. Individual appoint-
ments or group parties

are available with Found
Stone Permanent Jewel-
ry-Art-Decor.

JUST LIKE THE REAL THING
If the RC toy you wanted didn't
show up under the tree, don't
despair—that just gives you
permission to go buy what
you really wanted. And that's
probably the first-ever RC dirt
bike that truly replicates the
look and performance of a
real motorcycle. The Losi Pro-
moto-MX's innovative tech-
nologies make this the first
RC dirt bike that really works.
Itisn't the first 1/4 scale RC
motorcycle to ever hit the
market, but it's the first ever
to accurately recreate the

full experience—pure fun—of
driving a real motorcycle. Get
yours at Paradise Valley RC

CONNECT WITH NATURE
After the commercialism
of Christmas season, step
back from the mounts of
mass-produced mer-
chandise and visit Kelly’s
Health Shop to find a
hand-made sculpture from
Elysian Workshop's col-
lection. Made from copper
wire, Ohko stone, and pre-
served moss, it is designed
to inspire and reconnect ¥k
nature into your home. | i

BARE

CLEAN WITHOUT COMPROMISE
Clean up after the holidays, with
Bare Home's essential starter kit
from the kitchen store at Ele-
mental Millwork Inc. It includes
all-purpose cleaner, dish soap,
and hand soap. More than just
another bottle of trendy soap
—these are glass containers and
made-in-Canada products de-

signed to be refilled to keep waste

out of the landfills. Plus they're
plant-based, biodegradable, pet

friendly, and ocean friendly with-

out harsh chemicals.

BARE
The
BARE
Wowe

cdare

ALL PURPOSE

BUTTONED UP

Button selection is the cherry
on top of your project. What-
ever you're knitting, sewing, or
crafting, you'll find just the right
buttons at Great Balls of Wool.



MAKE EVERY DAY CASUAL FRIDAY

With holiday events over, you can casual up
your wardrobe some more, and treat yourself to
a new pair of Anchor Apparel and Lifestyle’s
favourite jeans. DU/ER is a Canadian brand with
» theideal fit for any shape, and built-in comfort
™% With versatile stretch denim fabric.

WATER WORLD
If you're like us, you've

resolved to do a better
job of staying hydrated.

Do that in style with
these stainless water \/ e n U r O U S
bottles from gathet

Tourism’s Visitor Centre.
They're 25% off this
month.

SUIT YOURSELF

Merino wool makes this ....._,J
jumpsuit comfortable

yet formal, suitable for 4
a wedding ceremony

or elegant daily wear.

The contemporary

style is sleeveless with

a zipper-back closure

and features a halter
neckline. It's an espe-

cially good choice as a
wardrobe investment

piece. From the ltal-
ian-designed collection

by Monica Loretti, you _
can find it at Perfect Fit ¥

-

for Brides & Grads. -

KEEP YOUR PANTS ON

If you spotted the big guy on Christmas
Eve, you may have seen that he uses
Bulldog suspenders, made in Canada
by Lynn Valley Manufacturing. They're
also a popular choice among local
loggers, who find these heavy duty
suspenders at Thunder Bay Saw
Shop. They're available with both
leather button tabs, or metal

snaps, in red, green, black,

or high-viz. The shop also

carries snap-on buttons

that can be easily installed

on any pants to make

them more suspend-

er-friendly.




Sllirley Koleszar
passecl away on

Decem]oer ch, 2026

at the age of 96.

S]’le was a remarlzal)le,
much-love(l persomn.

A celebration of life with be
held on January 24th from 1-3
at the Academy of Music.

Thank you to everyone who donated to
this corporate challenge For the
Powell River Action Society Food Bank!

Together we raised over $7,000
ot Lisseston sone Spoacercd b Fredhioe, Balgecs Sgee O meg

loved ones' lives:
Births
Graduations
Weddings
Job Changes

Anniversaries
Retirements
Obituaries
‘In Memoriam’ Notices
& More

Because sharing this kind of news
is so important in a community,
gL offers free small notices for

births, weddings, and obituaries:
a 1/18th size, for locals, when the

event happened in the three months
previous to publication.

Bigger sizes and other
announcements:

150 words & photo: $150
300 words & photo: $300
600 words & photo: $500
750 words & photos: $750
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Send your info to
ourlives@qathetliving.ca,
call 604-485-0003, or drop in to
7053E Glacier Street.




1. Seeking any gender

This recently turned senior is a kinda private fe-
male who mostly solos out and about. She is okay
with that while sharing is fun, too.

Walk, hike, row boats, cycle around town and
Inland Lake. Stops to explore, food forage, swim,
observe, have lunch, and just be. While it’s winter
and before busy spring gardening arrives, how about
cribbage or a game you like to teach?

2. Man Seeking Woman

Curious soul who believes love grows best when
it’s unhurried. I enjoy long walks, meaningful con-
versations, shared meals, and quiet laughter. I value
kindness, consistency, and emotional honesty. Look-
ing to meet someone who enjoys presence over pres-
sure and depth over drama. Open to friendship be-
coming something more, at its own pace. Let’s see
where sincere connection and patience might lead.

3. Me: demi/pan, INFJ, lefty

Open to honest, respectful, tender relations. My
dear friend/partner shuffled off their mortal coil
during COVID. Open to ENM, if it is transparent. I
am smart, neuro-picante, creative, agnostic, frank,
goofy/playful, strong emotional/metaphoric capaci-
ties, curious, and appreciate these qualities in others.
If you are willing to pluck my chin hairs, bonus
points!

Conservatives, climate change deniers, conspiracy
crooners: exit stage right.

4. Woman seeking Woman

Late 40’s gen-x queer woman seeking sapphic, sen-
sually romantic relationship. I'd love to trade hood-
ies with you. Let’s meet for coffee and see if we vibe.

5. Looking for a hiking partner

Young man looking for someone to share hikes
with and enjoy the scenery. Can be platonic or ro-
mantic. My favourite place to go is the Stillwater
Bluffs. I have two medium sized dogs and they would
love some hiking friends, too, dog or other!

6. Knitting buddy?
Hello there! I'm an older lady looking for some-
one to knit with! My daughter suggested I try here.

I’ve been knitting for 25 years and would be glad to
help someone new, if they are interested! I like to
go to different cafes and have some tea and do some
knitting to start my day! Thank you for reading and
considering me!

7. Couple seeking options

We’re a married couple in our mid/late 40s who
genuinely enjoy life, laughter, and good conversa-
tion. Both of us are heteroflexible and we both value
openness, honesty, and respect in all connections.

By day, we’re grounded professionals; by night
and weekends, we love trying new restaurants, trav-
eling when we can, catching live music, and hosting
friends for game nights or backyard hangs. We're
confident, easygoing, and don’t take ourselves too
seriously.

If you’re curious, authentic, and enjoy connecting
with people who know who they are and what they
want, we’d love to say hello.

8. Lime Green at River City

You were subtle, but I saw you checking me out at
River City Coffee on Dec 4.

I was in a lime green sweater, with messy bun, and
ate their buddha bowl.

You had a brown t-shirt, sported a rockin’ 5-o’clock
shadow, and had a hot drink with a friend.

Either I had food on my face or you liked what you
saw! I liked what I saw though!

9. Reel me in?

Last month you confessed that you found me 20
years ago. You are indeed the one I'm looking for.

My life was a dream then. I have a new dream
now. I would like to share it with you.

I will be in PR on January 12. I will be having cof-
fee at River City at 10 am.

Join me. It’s time to reel my line in and head to
shore.

10. Nice ride

Saw you walking on Marine and gave you a ride to
Wildwood. If you want to get another ride, watch for
my truck again. I'll be watching for you. I'd give you
a ride anytime. “L

Tired of Tinder?

Try giving gathet Living's print-based personals
column a chance. It's a place where real humans can
meet, off the online fray.

Everyone is welcome to submit an ad of up to 75
words, looking for any kind of love. Or, if you spotted
someone attractive locally and didn't have the cour-
age to say hello, drop them a note here.

Please keep it all relatively family-friendly!

The deadline for the February issue is February
20. Send your ad to slowlove@gathetliving.ca.

How to respond to an ad:

Write an email to slowlove@qathetliving.ca not-
ing which # you're responding to, and we will for-
ward your note to the right person. You can take it
from there. Alternately, to lean in to the “slow love”
theme, mail or drop off a physical letter to the gL
office.

Please note: gL does not screen the people be-
hind the personals ads, nor the respondents. You
are all responsible for your own comfort and safety.
Please take precautions such as meeting in public
places, drinking responsibly, telling a friend where
you are, and most importantly, choosing to not harm
other people, physically or emotionally.

Slow Love's official mascot:
The Nudibranch.

Each nudibranch (noo-di-brank, see image, of
Dirona albolineata above) is colourful, vibrant and
unique, perfectly themselves —just like gathet's sin-
gles.

The similarities are actually uncanny, we hope.
These little sea slugs grow out of their shells by the
time they're adults. That's the vulnerable spirit we
hope you take into dating.

In addition, finding another nudibranch to mate
with can take time, so they are both male and female
—any nudibranch can mate with any nudibranch. It's
very West Coast. Nudibranchs live in nearly every
ocean, including the waters surrounding this region.

gl's love of nudibranchs is so great it's in the
name. The magazine is owned by Gastropod Media,
a company with Pieta Woolley (a fan of slugs, a gas-
tropod) and Sean Percy (a fan of nudibranchs, also a
gastropod)at the helm.

The nudibranch: an ancient symbol for modern,
slow love.
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At Powell River Hearing,
we believe it is important
to address hearing loss if
it is preventing you

from living well.

POWELL RIVER

| HEARINGW

% 604-485-0036
© 4794B Joyce Ave, Powell River, BC V8A 3B6
® www.powellriverhearing.com

Shannon Formby
Registered Hearing
Instrument Practitioner

POWELL RIVER HOSPITAL
FOUNDATION
Improve health care in Powell River.
Donate to the Powell River
Hospital Foundation.
604 485-3211 ext 4349 | 5000 Joyce Avenue, Powell River, V8A 5R3
www.prhospitalfoundation.com
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PRINT ADS
DON’T WORK

Made you look.
To book your print ad that doesn't work,
contact Sean at 604-485-0003 or sean@qathetliving.ca
or Suzi at 604-344-0208 or suzi@qathetliving.ca today!
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+ MORE
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TAKE A BREAK

anuary'’s horoscopes

(May 21 to June 21)

Soft steps into the new year.

Thoughtful planning when speaking or spending this
month. Mars influencing impulsive patterns may
lead to conflict that open, tender communication
could prevent.

(Jan 20 to Feb 18)

Mars entering your sign wants you to make yourself
known. Venus and the Sun bring new energy and
confidence inspiring new ideas. Near the end of the
month you’ll feel a strong wind pushing you forward.

(Sept 23 to Oct 23)

You might be hitting refresh, Libra. Feeling bored
or unbalanced. Good news is, with careful focus en-
couraged by the full moon in Cancer, emotions will
suggest its time for gentle new beginnings. Self con-
trol determines poise.

FIRE

(July 23 to Aug 22)

Have patience when it comes to areas affecting fi-
nances. Focus on what you can do to make your
career or education a more fulfilling experience.
Feeling burnt out in relationships? Mars arrives with
passion, but you might just want to cuddle.

(Nov 22 to Dec 21)

If you do not focus on your own well-being, others
may tire of doing it for you. This is a great month to
set some new intentions towards self-love. Hydrate.
Move. Meditate...add bubble bath to your grocery
list.

(March 21 to April 19)

Big offers may be clearing a new path. While your
ruling planet, Mars, evokes passion and productive
inspiration. Careful focus is needed to balance work
and play in order to grow.

SMALL TOWN
ORACLE

KRYSTAL THOMPSON

WATER

(Feb 19 to March 20)

You're starting to enjoy a new
current. Work goals and social interests start to har-
monize. Set strong boundaries with soft words at
home. Revisit budgets.

(Oct 24 to Nov 21)

Seeing yourself as a more spiritual being. New out-
looks when it comes to exploring emotion. Buckle
down when it comes to practicality. Basic steps are
needed to set some short term goals. The full moon’s
energy will help clear out expired intentions or feel-
ings.

(June 22 to July 22)

A full moon in your sign has the potential to make
a mess. Steer away from conflict. A new moon, mid
month, may have you wanting to erase and replace.
You need long lasting change but your public image
could use some self care.

EARTH

(April 20 to May 20)

Your ruling planet, Venus, may have you feeling
cozy emotionally. A stable offer may come in fast.
Having your head in the clouds is fun, but grounding
could avoid any need for redirection. Patience, with
a loving eye on the long term.

(Dec 22 to Jan 19)

A bit of buffering early in the month. Clarify what
kind of progress you'd like to make. As the Sun
approaches your sign mid month, Mars, Venus,
and Mercury also pull up inspiring secure G.O.A.T
energy. Be mindful before negotiating when it comes
to your long term visions.

(August 23 to Sept 22)

From now until March you may be balancing a
new momentum. Be cautious of expanding with the
wrong partners. Awards season looks good for you.
Going forward, ethical boundaries could need re-
view to stay on top. “IL
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: ACK POINT Latest diagnostic
equipment saves you
TRANSMISSIONS LTD. time and money
20 years experience Full mechanical repairs

604 487-9602 Nation-wide guarantee

A regular transmission service .
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The
citizen
anarchy
of 2025

1y PIETA WOOLLEY

We're doing what governments are
no longer doing but we're being
taxed as though they're still doing it.

Let's hope no one gets tired.

46 January 2026 - qgathetliving.ca

to vent, as folks sometimes do. He had

land and money, and wanted to build
affordable housing here. But at every turn,
he felt blocked. Mostly, he described red
tape. “The government won’t help, and the
government won’t get out of the way,” he
told me, frustrated.

“The only solution is citizen anarchy.”

In Toronto last winter, for example,
builder Ryan Donais manufactured micro-
homes for the city’s homeless population,
and placed them on public land without
permits. That forced the City of Toronto
to push back — but also to find apartments
for the people living in the micro-homes.
The back and forth made national news,
of course, largely because a citizen embar-
rassed governments into action.

Citizen anarchy. That phrase has echoed
around in my head ever since I was visited
by that local builder.

It might be the greatest single description
of what 2025 represented.

When Lundies gathered to create long
term care solutions because what is provid-
ed by government is woefully inadequate,
that’s citizen anarchy. gL ran a story on that
in the November issue.

When Texadans waited two months for
the government’s conservation systems
to remove a grizzly bear from the usually
predator-free island, and a resident finally
shot the bear, that’s citizen anarchy. gL ran
stories on Tex in the summer.

When the province utterly fails to pro-
vide shelter and housing here for dozens
of homeless people before winter sets in
— although the Minister of Housing came
through here for a media conference and
photo op in July —and instead Lift runs a
drive for tents and sleeping bags in the fall,
that’s citizen anarchy.

Citizen anarchy sounds great. A call to
arms for goodness, by locals for locals. But
it isn’t great. We pay achingly high income
taxes, sales taxes, property taxes, capital
gains taxes, and more, as part of a social
contract that outlines collective care. Long
term care: provided. Wildlife: protected.
Vulnerable people: cared for.

Instead, we continue to pay the taxes, but
increasingly, citizen anarchy is filling the
gap between government promise and gov-
ernment failure.

Plus, some in-the-citizens-hands solutions

This fall, a local dropped by the gL office

—such as shooting Tex — are not great at
all. That could have been avoided, had gov-
ernment done the job it is funded to do.

There are a million ways people are
providing care in the absence of prom-
ised-but-absent government care. In Nov-
ember and December, there were dozens of
local events raising money for the Powell
River Action Society Food Bank and other
local charities.

Why? Because our government’s income
assistance programs and standards for
wages don’t approach the financial reality
of living indoors, paying bills, and eating.
Citizen anarchy: we rush in when govern-
ments walk out.

Sometimes, we’re halted from providing
care, even when locals have the means and
the drive to fix things government are slow
to fix. A great example of this is the story
of the Inland Lake Trail and the bridge to
Anthony Island. Those amenities were first
dreamed and built by locals: an inclusive
camping, fishing, and trails destination ac-
cessible by wheelchair, scooter, stroller, and
more, under the BC Forest Service Recrea-
tion Sites system. Soon, BC Parks took on
the management and upkeep of the area.

By 2023, much of the 13-kilometre trail
was waterlogged and sinking, danger trees
loomed overhead, and the bridge to An-
thony Island was blocked off because it
had collapsed into the slough. Local expert
trail builders —the best citizen anarchists
— weren’t able step in because the govern-
ment refused their help. Local advocacy
finally spurred BC Parks into action, and by
2025 the bridge has been fixed and the trail
is moderately improved, though a shadow
of its former accessible glory. The original
accessible fishing docks and camping huts
have disappeared.

So far, citizen anarchy is pretty mild.
Simply caring for aging Lundies in their
homes is not going to bring down a gov-
ernment. Neither will donating to the food
bank. But at some point, care will turn to
anger. I've witnessed that among the many
locals who sent letters to gL after the long-
term care story ran in November. It’s cruel
to warehouse elders in hospital hallways.
We should be furious.

At some point, there will be a reckoning.
Will that come in 2026?

Let’s hope it’s gentle. “IL



2026 gathet Regional District Meeting Schedule

e qathet
R REGIONAL DISTRICT

gathet Regional District holds regularly scheduled Board and Standing Committee meetings at #201 — 4675 Marine Ave,
Powell River. Members of the public are welcome to attend these meetings, virtually or in person. Closed meetings are
conducted by resolution in accordance with the Community Charter.

Finance Committee Planning Committee Committee of the Whole Regional Board

1:00 pm 4:00 pm 1:00 pm 4:00 pm

January 13, 2026 January 27, 2026 January 28, 2026 January 13 & 28, 2026
February 10, 2026 February 24, 2026 February 25, 2026 February 10 & 25, 2026
March 18, 2026 March 24, 2026 March 25, 2026 March 18 & 25, 2026
April 7, 2026 April 28, 2026 April 29, 2026 April 7 & 29, 2026

May 12, 2026 May 26, 2026 May 27, 2026 May 12 & 27, 2026
June 9, 2026 June 23, 2026 June 24, 2026 June 9 & 24, 2026

July 7, 2026 July, 2026 - No Meeting July 8, 2026 July 8, 2026

August, 2026 - No Meeting August 25, 2026 August 26, 2026 August 26, 2026
September 8, 2026 September 22, 2026 September 23, 2026 September 8 & 23, 2026
October, 2026 - No Meeting October, 2026 - No Meeting October, 2026 - No Meeting October 2026 - No Meetings
November, 2026 - No Meeting November 24, 2026 November 25, 2026 November 5, 2026
December 8, 2026 December 9, 2026 December 10, 2026 Inaugural

November 25, 2026
December 10, 2026

gathet REGIONAL

HOSPITAL DISTRICT
The gathet Regional Hospital District holds regularly sched-
uled Board and Committee meetings, in person and virtually,
at #201 — 4675 Marine Avenue, Powell River, BC, in January,

March, April, June, August, October, and December only as
follows:

Regional Hospital District Board
3:00 pm

January 27, 2026 Inaugural
March 24, 2026

April 28, 2026

June 23, 2026

August 25, 2026

October, 2026 - No Meeting
December 8, 2026

The public may attend meetings in person, or electronically via Zoom. For more information on how to participate, please visit
gathet.ca/meetings, or contact Michelle Jones, Corporate Officer at administration@gathet.ca or call 604-485-2260.

Additional meetings may be scheduled. Notices of any schedule changes will be made available as soon as possible and
updated in the qathet.ca events calendar. Notices of Special Meetings are issued separately from the reqular meeting schedule.
Please check our website and the Public Notice Board located at 202-4675 Marine Avenue, Powell River, BC

for any scheduling updates.

admininstration@qathet.ca | 604-485-2260 l:e:' qathet.ca ﬂ @qathetRD
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