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Celebrating our 10" anniversary

JUNE 15-25, 2022

Lafayette String Quartet
with Nicole Mandryk, Voice & Yariv Aloni, Viola

Tue.June 14 -7:30 PM e« Evergreen Theatre

Enjoy the works of Haydn (Op. 77,No. 1) and Mendelssohn
(Op. 87) plus a world premiere by co-composers Nicole
Mandryk (Anishinaabe, Irish and Ukrainian) and Leila Lustig.

Beethoven’s Belated Birthday
Introducing our 2022 Students & Guest Artists

Thu.June 16 -7:30 PM e« Evergreen Theatre

Hear our 2022 Guest Artists and the PRISMA Festival
Orchestra as they celebrate Beethoven’s belated 250t
birthday, and Mozart... just because.

PRISMA on the Beach swsoessy Pucific Coa

Sat.June 18 - 6:00 PM ¢ Willingdon Beach
(Food vendors open at 5:00)

Delight your senses with musical selections performed by
the PRISMA Festival Orchestra, Guest Artists and Tla'amin
Nation members. Free.

Forbidden Music Regained
CHAMBER MUSIC CONCERT

Thu.June 23 -7:30 PM ¢ Evergreen Theatre
Guest artists and select students will inspire your

imagination through a host of unique collaborations that
bring rare works back to life.

Masterclasses & Limelight Concerts

Watch skills develop in real time as students learn from our esteemed Guest Artists. Then, stick around to watch
them play the music that excites them the most. Weekdays. Schedule TBD. $5 Daily Admission.

TICKETS $30

PASSES $125

ARTS COUNCIL COLUMBIA

Suppocted by the Frovince of e Cokamie

Stubber 'ﬁ(’l d Funeral Home

BRITISH COLUMBIA BRITISH
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Presented By
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Concerto Competition
Semi-Finals

Wed. June 15 -7:30 PM ¢ Evergreen Theatre

Watch the electrifying action as our panel of Guest
Artists selects two finalists from nearly a dozen concerto
competitors,accompanied by Edwin Kim. By Donation.

Sounds of Day & Night
SYMPHONY CONCERT - WEEK 1

Fri.June 17-7:30 PM e« Evergreen Theatre

The PRISMA Festival Orchestra plays Boulanger (D'un matin de
printemps), Mozart (Piano Concerto No. 20 in D Minor) and Rimsky-
Korsakov (Scheherazade). Arthur Arnold, Conductor. Edwin Kim, Piano.

Kids’ Concert & Fun Fair

Tue.June 21 -6:30 PM « Evergreen Theatre
(Pre-show activities at 6:00)

Stories and legends intertwine with performances
by PRISMASs Percussion Ensemble, Harp Ensemble,
and String Quartet in Residence. By Donation.

Bohemian Reflections
SYMPHONY CONCERT - WEEK 2

Fri.June 24 -7:30 PM
Sat. June 25 -1:30 PM

Works by Smetana and Bartok. Plus, the
final round of our Concerto Competition!

Evergreen
Theatre

1-855-5PRISMA

L] L]
prismafestival.com
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WE HAVE SOMETHING
FOR EVERYONE!
HOW TO REGISTER:

Online: www.powellriverpre.ca
Phone: (604) 485-2891
In Person: at 5001 Joyce Ave.
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FParks, Recreation & Culture

Our popular weekly Summer Camps for
ages 6 - 12 and Mini Camps for ages 3 -5
begin on July 4th.

Weekly and drop-in rates available. . S
Register today! L BwebfSree

Parks, Recreation & Culfure
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Last Word

qathet’s biggest secret:
everyone works so hard

monthly real estate reports for this

region. “Lifestyle” is the number
one reason out-of-towners-most-
ly from the Lower Mainland - say
they’re moving to qathet. In their
heads, I'm sure they’re thinking that
this “lifestyle” will involve daily lei-
surely kayak
paddles, tend-
ing vast gar-
dens, and per-
fecting  their
bonk (moun-
tain biking
term, I promise.)

What do people actually do when
they’re here? What is the authentic,
honest-to-goodness, down-to-brass-
tacks qathet “lifestyle”? It’s all about
hard work.

For the volunteers at PROWLS,
the “lifestyle” is about caring for lo-
cal birds and wildlife — including ed-
ucating the public about them (Page
6). For the hundreds of volunteers

Ichuckle a bit when I read the
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F

at the Powell River Salmon Soci-
ety, “lifestyle” is all about hands-on
salmon enhancement and often, ad-
vocacy (Page 10). For the builders of
the Sunshine Coast Trail, “lifestyle”
is maintaining the 184-kilometres of
trail in their “down” time. For those
involved in reconciliation, “life-

style” is about

E D ITU R’S patience, values,

steadfastness,

M ES S AG E and education

(Pages 14, 15,

- PIETA WOOLLEY 36, 37, 45 & 46).

And for the vast
numbers of people involved in real
estate, construction and affordable
housing, “lifestyle” is about solving
problems in real time, both with
hands and brains (Pages 19 to 28).

Anyone who thinks the local “life-
style” is about chillaxing full time
can give their head a shake. This
place is all about stepping up and
making great things happen. This is-
sue of gL proves it on each page. “IL

qathet

qathet Living

is 100% locally owned and operated by

Southcott Communications
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ON THE COVER:

Brooks 2022 graduates Thea Healy
& Steven Tello Hernandez pose for
Leah Laurie Photography. See the
grad class of 2022 in all their glory

! Local Journalism Initiative Reporter publisher. While every effort has been made to ensure accuracy, the publisher
during the grad parade June 25 . P cannot be held responsible for any errors or omissions that may occur.
(see Page 39) and a story about Abby Francis ®© 2021 Southcott Communications. We reserve the right to refuse any

a few stand-out grads on Page 13. abby@prliving.ca submission or advertisement.

Complete issues are available online at: qathetliving.ca
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gL is your magazine!

Give us your feedback
Email your comments and Letters to
the Editor to isabelle@prliving.ca.

See you online
Join us on Facebook and Instagram.
Visit our webpage at gathetliving.ca

Show off your community
Send a subscription to an out-of-
town friend. S50 a year in Canada.

Publish your work
Pitch us an article or a photo spread.
Email pieta@prliving.ca

Advertise with us

Contact

sean@prliving.ca 604-485-0003
or suzi@prliving.ca 604-344-0208

CAITLIN BRYANT is a
dedicated social purpose
professional who has
lived in the area since
1995 when her family
relocated from Vancouver
(shout-out to the East
Van fam in gathet!) See
Caitlin's story, Kindness
Circle, on Page 37.

JUNE'S CONTRIBUTORS

JOANNE DUNBAR
moved from Alberta 12
years aga, enjoys meeting
the birds of Powell River,
volunteering at PROWLS,
and caring for her own
flock of eight budgies.
Joanne’s story, Mmmmm
Salmon, on Page 7

None of this stuff exists without crazy
people who work for free.

- Scott Glaspey, Sunshine Coast Trailbuilder and
Powell River Sports Hall of Fame inductee, Page 29,

BILL HOPKINS has
lived here all his life.

He loves working as an
education assistant. “The
story | wrote is about a
very caring man, if only
moare people were like
him," he said. See Bill's
story, Bottle Collector, on
Page 31.

Originally from the

South coast of England,
MICHELLE PENNELL
has found her happy
place here photographing
wildlife for PROWLS, and
WOWS. See Michelle's
photos of local fauna
eating salmon on pages

6&7.

‘MAKE POWELL
RIVER BLOOM’ MASCOT
GNOMEO IS OFFICIALLY

‘ON THE TOWN'!!

Marc and Leo Harutunyan
(above) found him at
Springtime Garden Centre.
Where will he go next?
When you spot him at a
Bloomin Business, take a
photo/selfie and send it
to the Powell River Garden
Club Facebook page or to
powellrivergardenclub@
gmail.com. Your photo will
be entered for the prize,
which is to take Gnomeo
home at the end of the
season and have this fa-
mous towny in your garden
forever. Year of the Garden
event sponsored by the
Powell Rlver Garden Club
and gathet Living magazine.

THE

BEHAN

HOME SELLING TEAM

2 N *"'1-;_ = _F *&‘E}-‘\ 5

Warren Behan PREC* Broker Owner
604.483.8173 warren@warrenbehan.com

e —
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OUR LISTINGS INCLUDE

WarrenBehan.com

RO
DIAMOND

AWARD 202

Questions about Powell River's market?

QUALITY PHOTOS, 360 VIEWS AND FLOOR PLANS

L TR

ROYAL LEPAGE
—

Powell River
Independently Owned and Operated

604.414.8986 kylebodie@royallepage.ca

Our market is changing.

We have over 30 years' experience to help
guide you through your sale or purchase
process from beginning to end.

Call, text or email today

Providing honest advice and
professional service for over 30 years

Helping you is what we do.

gathet Living « June 2022 - 5
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salmon

Normally in June, tourists rush to the Northern Sunshine Coast to drop
hooks in the water. Not so much, this year. Ottawa is protecting salmaon,
our region's keystone species, with a ‘catch and release’ rule until July 15.

Of course, that rule doesn't deter other animals...

BY JOANNA DUNBAR

cific salmon that live in our waters. Salmon are

a keystone species: they are essential to count-
less life forms and species, providing vital sustenance
to the myriad wildlife that inhabit our area. When
the Powell River Salmon Society offered a field trip
to three classes from James Thompson School to ob-
serve the release of salmon fry and view that point
in their life cycle, they also invited Merrilee Prior,
president of Powell River Orphaned Wildlife Society
(PROWLS), to speak to the children about how es-
sential salmon are to our wildlife.

Salmon are crucial to the survival of many of our
land mammals, such as bears, raccoons and mink,
as well as aquatic mammals, such as otters, seals
and sea lions and, of course, orca. Bears gorge them-
selves on the spawning salmon to put on the body fat
they need to survive their winter hibernation. With-
out salmon, there would be no bears.

The survival of seals, sea lions and otters is also
dependent on the abundance of salmon.

The variety of birds is breathtaking: land-based
birds range in size from herons, eagles, turkey vul-

All year long, wildlife of all sizes feed on the Pa-

BC FAMILY FISHING WEEKEND

When: June 17to 19

What: An annual event where residents can fish for
some species without a license - both salt and freshwater.

Where: There's usually an event at Inland Lake on

the Saturday, but as of press time, nothing had been
announced. Go to gofishbc.com for details, or watch the
gl Facebook page.

tures and ravens, who feast on the spawning adult
salmon, to the kingfishers and the little dippers who
feed on the roe and fry right in the stream at the
hatchery, diving and swimming after them. Out in
the ocean, the gulls, cormorants, loons and many pe-
lagic birds live on a diet of fish.

All year long — through all seasons of Spring, Sum-
mer, Fall, and Winter — as these incredible fish, from
young to old, go through their life cycles, our pre-
cious wildlife feast on salmon.

We thank the Salmon Society for the part they
play in this vital cycle. “IL

THEY'RE LOVIN’IT: Counter-clockwise from top left, a turkey vulture, harbour seal, American dipper, black
bear, orca, bald eagle, and river otters (photos by Michelle Pennell). All depend on salmon. Below, Brooks in-
ternational students help out at a chinook release at the Powell River Salmon Society facility at Duck Lake
in May (photo by Abby Francis, LJ! reporter).




The market is open 7 Days a week.

Individual store hours vary. Visit, call,
or check Facebook pages or websites for details.

Art
Gifts
Clothes
Groceries
Bakery
Toys
Beauty

Housewares
Jewelry
Climbing
Children’s Clothing
Coffee & Treats
Music & Art Classes

Ve T
=

Cajal Hromm

Eyebrow Shaping and Threading

Turadh

fine art

BASE CAMP

LOWNSite

FRUIT & VEG

— est. 2018 —

the owl & bear
herbs and curiosities

SUNNY DELI

SPECIALTY FOOD STORE

DISCOVER
CREATIVE ARTS

music, theatre, visual ant & creative writing

-H-al-x wDipity

Whene eanbiful Roin folly ik
place

townsitemarket.com [Ki
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CATCH AND RELEASE: Powell River Outdoors owner Sam Sansalone with angler Walt Mickelson, as he
plays a chinook salmon. Far from a leisurely sport right now, recreational fishing is contentious.

Big 3 fish debates of qathet 2022

BY ABBY FRANCIS
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

Sitting outside Powell River
Outdoors, owner Sam Sansalone
fiddles with a fish hook on the
picnic table.

“Look out on the water, and tell me how many
boats you see,” Sam says.

On a bright sunny day with calm water, there was
a single sailboat that could be seen on the Salish Sea.

“The Lund Harbour, both harbours out front, the
Beach Gardens, all of our harbours are booked full
beyond capacity —and yet none of those boats are
out on the water. The boats are sitting idle despite
the millions of dollars in investments recreational
fishermen put into them.

“It’s really a sad thing to see.”

Sam says there are no boats out there because no
one is fishing, mostly due to the non-retention of chi-
nook salmon the Department of Fisheries and Oceans
(DFO) announced about four years ago. “Non-reten-
tion means catch and release. The problem is when
you catch and release the fish it will often die, if not
done properly,” says Sam.

Sam says it’s very important if you do practise
catch and release, to not net your fish wherever pos-
sible. “This will give fish a better chance at survival.”

The non-retention of chinook is only one of the big-
gest local fish debates, according to Sam.

So what are the top three?

#1 Non-retention of chinook salmon
and yellow-eyed rockfish

DFO closed the retention of chinook salmon be-
cause some upper Fraser River chinook salmon runs
had low numbers. These fish also make up about
80% of the diet of endangered Southern Resident
killer whales.

While qathet was included in this, recreational
fishermen say they have seen the best fishing in our
oceans in the past 20 years prior to the non-retention
rules.

“The fish we catch here mostly come from Van-
couver Island, the US, and our local hatcheries. We
know this because of the Salmon Head Recovery pro-
gram run through DFO shows us where our fish are
coming from, and also a lot of sampling done by avid
anglers,” says Sam. “We also know there’s plenty of
fish here, simply by going fishing.”

“If you go fishing, in the summer you will see
whales out front almost all the time, and see the
healthiest population of seals and sea lions, and I'm
sure you won'’t see a skinny one. Meaning the seals
and sea lions are eating fish, and there are so many
of them because we have so many fish.”

Sam says the non-retention includes hatchery fish
as well.

“So you have the hatchery in Tla’amin, the hatch-
ery at Lang Creek, and several hatcheries up and
down the coast, which have put in years of work
and volunteer hours to recreate populations that are
meant to be fished by recreational and sport fisher-
men that can’t be fished until late summer, when the



non-retention is over on July 15.”

The other side of this debate is that
we need to protect the Southern Res-
ident killer whales, as there are only
74 of these whales left compared to
the over 200 whales before the 20th
century.

Besides killer whales, according to
the DFO website, almost half of south-
ern BC chinook salmon populations
are on either Canada’s threatened or
endangered species lists.

“DFO needs to manage populations,
not close everything. Not all areas
have bad chinook populations; for us
in the Salish Sea the non-retention of
chinook kind of came out of nowhere.”

Sam said that yellow-eye rockfish
have met the same fate as chinook
salmon.

Yellow-eye are prized fish, and they
are ‘long-lived’—they can live to be
over 100 years old.

“You used to be allowed one yel-
low-eyed, but they closed this fishery
completely six or seven years ago, due
to DFO reporting ‘low numbers.’ If you
go out fishing, you are very likely to
catch a yellow-eye every time.”

With some of the rules DFO has, Sam
says anglers are catching and releasing
several fish due to size restrictions.

“Both anglers and DFO need to do a
better job with this.”

#2 Shellfish Tourism

Back in 2017, shellfish tourism in
qathet was huge.

“Shellfish tours of Powell River
would take place and the tour guides
would bring several people to beaches
where they’d pick oysters. This went
on for several years,” says Sam. “Well,
the locals didn’t like this. If the tours
were to keep up, most oysters would
be gone in a short period of time.”

Sam said that people had been send-
ing complaints to DFO, who recog-
nized the problem.

“The fisheries officers did the best
they could to control the issue but the
tour buses kept coming.”

While shellfish tourism seems to
have slowed, the overharvesting of
oysters and clams is one of the top vi-
olations in the qathet area, says Sam.

“The Sport Fishing Advisory Board
that I am a part of, took input from the
locals and we reported to DFO.

“When we met with DFO, we sug-
gested that we close all our beaches
to shellfish harvesting during the peak
summer months. The locals were hap-
py with this because it would protect
the shellfish on our beaches, but DFO
said that this wasn’t a good idea.”

#3 Fish farms

From the Discovery Islands to Lois
Lake, fish farms are one of the quieter
debates in qathet.

“Locally, we have the Lois Lake fish
farm, which has been in operation for
over 30 years, and has employed sev-
eral local people.

“The debate here is that some of
the fish escape from the farm. These
fish are an introduced species and can
interfere with resident stock (such as
cutthroat trout),” Sam says.

“On the flip side, it has created a
huge local recreational fishery, and
has taken the pressure off all other
lakes in the qathet region.”

Sam said that recently, the Lois Lake
fish farm switched to a closed con-
tainment system meaning that fish
escapement will be reduced in the fu-
ture — hopefully.

The Discovery Island fish farms have
been contentious too.

In 2020, then-DFO Minister Ber-
nadette Jordan announced that all
19 salmon farms in the Discovery Is-
lands would be closed by June 2022.
Since that announcement, the farm
companies, MOWI Canada West,
Grieg Seafood, Cermaq Canada, and
622335 BC Ltd have all called on Otta-
wa for a judicial review of the Minis-
ter’s decision.

While some of the fish farm compa-
nies have created partnerships with
coastal First Nations, other nations,
such as Tla’amin, see the fish farms as
harmful to wild salmon populations.

In the call for a judicial review,
Tla’amin and Homalco, in whose ter-
ritories the Discovery Islands reside,
asked to be respondents or interve-
nors. The Nations were denied both
roles — despite appealing this decision.

The debate over the Discovery Is-
land salmon farms is similar to Lois
Lake — these farms create hundreds of
jobs and are part of an industry that
small coastal towns rely on. If the gov-
ernment shuts the farms down without
a plan in place for all of those workers,
they are impacting the First Nations’
rights who have partnered with the
fish farm companies.

However, the other side of the de-
bate is that these Atlantic salmon
farms pass on diseases and sea lice to
migrating wild Pacific salmon passing
through, sometimes killing them be-
fore they get to spawn.

In April, the federal court judge shut
down DFQ’s decision to close the farms
by June 2022. As of qathet Living’s
deadline, new Minister Joyce Murray
has yet to make an announcement
about what happens next. “IL

REALTY

PERSONAL REAL ESTATE CORPORATION

JOSH STATHAM //
&/

Thinking of selling and
not sure who to call?

Start with...

* PRSCREB MLS data 2020 & 2021

604.223.5674

WWW.JOSHSTATHAM.COM

Kathy Grantham

PROPERTY
MANAGEMENT

Cell: 604.208.9722
Email: kgrantham@460pm.com
Website: www.prpm.ca

EXPERIENCE. SERVICE. TRUST.

Licensed Rental Property Manager

/

Birthday & baby shower gifts

Heirloom quality toys

uckle + Perry

Play Everyday

Visit the new store at
4488 Marine Avenue

below the bowling alley
604-413-7073

NOT JUST BEER & WINE...

Real fruit « Lots of flavours

Put on a batch today!

Stop in, call, email or Facebook us for details.

We make it easy!
7030 Glacier St | 604.485.0345 | prbrews.ca
Tues to Sat, 9 am—5 pm or by appointment

Hard seltzers & more...

G CCC
K=
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' REGIONAL DISTRICT

gathet Regional
Emergency
Preparedness

GET READY
STAY READY

Beat the Heat this Summer

We can count on beautiful gathet
summer days most of the season,
but sometimes we experience
extreme heat conditions that can
be harmful to our health.

How to keep it cool:

U Drink plenty of fluids

U Take frequent breaks in
air conditioned or shaded
environments
Keep your home cool
Check on family, neighbours,
and pets
Avoid strenuous activities
Wear loose, lightweight, light-
coloured clothing and a hat
Watch for signs of heat related
illness
Take advantage of the local
beaches
Stay informed

Heat Exhaustion
Faint or dizzy

Excessive sweating
Cool, pale clammy skin

Nausea or vomiting

Rapid, weak pulse

Muscle cramps
What to do: Cool the body through
rest, cool bath, and moving to

an air-conditioned room

VS.

Heat Stroke
Throbbing headache
No sweating
Body temp above 39°C (103°F)
Nausea or vomiting
Rapid, strong pulse
May lose consciousness
What to do: If you see any of
these signs, cool the body and get
medical help immediately

bon’+ wait
anhil #'s oo lade

Please contact
emergency@qathet.ca
for more information.
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FRY GUYS: Hatchery tech Tyler Bartfai moves salmon fry at the PR Salmon Society at the Mill. Despite re-
markable results over decades, Ottawa has not so far included local hatcheries in a flush of cash this spring.

C'mon DFO. Fund us.

BY ABBY FRANCIS

LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER
he Powell River Salmon Society has recieved
Tzero increase in funding from the Department
of Fisheries and Oceans and the federal govern-
ment over the past 40 years.

With the federal announcement of the $647.1 mil-
lion investment towards saving Pacific wild salmon
last year, the Powell River Salmon Society had heard
nothing about receiving any of this, despite North Is-
land-Powell River MP Rachel Blaney writing a letter
to the Department of Fisheries Oceans (DFO) minis-
ter last July. After no response to the letter, Rachel
and the Salmon Society worked together to create a
petition.

In May the over 300-signature petition was taken
by Rachel to the House of Commons and on April 6,
Rachel spoke in the House again.

“The Powell River Salmon Society in my riding is
one of several non-profits doing amazing work on
local salmon enhancement and preservation, and the
minister agrees,” said Rachel.

“Small local hatcheries have not seen federal fund-
ing increase for over 40 years, and they were ignored
during all the federal consultations.

“Why is the minister not supporting these success-
ful and existing hatcheries now?”

DFO Minister Joyce Murray gave her response.

She explained that she had recently visited a local
hatchery in Metro Vancouver, and saw the important
work these hatcheries do.

“The protection of wild Pacific salmon population
is an incredibly important priority for British Colum-
bia,” says Joyce. “I know that the work the hatchery
groups do assist with that. It will be supported by
an almost $650 million historic investment in Pacific
salmon and salmon enhancement, i.e. hatcheries, as
one of the pillars of that initiative.”

Salmon Society manager Shane Dobler says while
he appreciates the minister’s statement, her words
are not consistent with DFO Pacific. “To date, there
is no plan to address our funding concerns.”

While no announcement has been made of when
these funds will be granted to community hatcheries,
a media release from April 22 shows a list of hatch-
eries and organizations that had gained funding
through the Province’s version of the Pacific Salmon
Strategy Initiative; the BC Salmon Restoration and
Innovation fund.

Hatcheries from Campbell River, the Lower Sun-
shine Coast, and Comox Valley all received a part of
this; neither the Powell River Salmon Society nore
the Tla’amin Nation Salmon Hatchery were included
on this list. “IL



[hree generat

BY ISABELLE SOUTHCOTT
n June 19, Father’s Day, Tony
0Johnson, of DJ’s Plumbing, will
be thinking about his father Den-
nis, who passed away 10 years ago.
Dennis founded the company DJ’s
Plumbing. Tony took over when his

dad retired and still runs it today. “I
started with my dad in 1992,” said

Tony. We worked together for eight
years before he retired.”

Dennis was a pipefitter and super-
visor in the mill. He was well-known
and even now people will share mem-
ories of Dennis with Tony.

When Tony’s son Kyle decided to be-
come a plumber, he became the third
generation of plumbers in the Johnson

604.485.2555

TAWSBIKEGARAGE.COM

Celebrate
every

tion (Page 12), National Indig-
enous People’s Day (Page 15).
Canada Day (Page 14)... not to men-
tion PRISMA (Page 45), Assumption
School’s 60th anniversary (Page
50), BC Trails Day (Page 50), Fam-
ily Fishing Weekend (Page 7), and
much, much more. All of this happens
in June-evidently the month when
we celebrate stuff.
After two years of not celebrating
much —not even entire lives (Page 54)

Father’s Day (this page), Gradua-

thin

—we're back at it. There’s even going
to be fireworks July 1.

Between COVID and our region’s
fraught movements towards reconcili-
ation, we’ve been through a lot togeth-
er over the last while. This month, it
seems as though we’re pulling togeth-
er what we’ve learned, and re-thinking
our biggest summer splashes for a new
era.

We might not be there yet - but cer-
tainly, the community effort is worthy
of a good time.

g

family. Kyle apprenticed with his fa-
ther before going out on his own and
starting Johnson-Son Contracting.

“Plumbing is a good reliable job,”
says Kyle. “People still have the same
basic needs now as they used to: cold
water, hot water and sewage.”

Like many other businesses, Tony
and Kyle say they have more work

E-BIKES ARE IN STOCK!

ons of plumbers on Father's Day

than they know what to do with these
days. “We can’t keep up with the
boom this town is having, we don’t
have enough plumbers,” said Tony.

On June 20, Tony will be thinking
about his Dad just like his son Kyle
will be thinking about him and hope-
fully Kyle’s five-year-old son Elias will
be thinking about Kyle! “IL

 T0 BOOK
A FREE 3 DAY DEMD!
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Uncertain Times

Call for estate
planning with
insurance

By Colin White,
Portfolio Manager,
WLWP Wealth Planners/
iA Private Wealth

e are living through an-

other period where it feels

like there is an abundance
of uncertainty, more than we have
seen for some time. It is curious how
the mind works, how easily we forget.
The Global Pandemic hit just over two
years ago, and that really was some
epic level uncertainty, yet somehow
many feel more uncertain now.

The truth is that feelings of uncer-
tainty are real, whether they stand
up to scientific rigour. So how can we
help manage these emotions? As I am
not a trained Psychologist or Psychi-
atrist, I will have to use the limited
toolkit available to me as a financial
professional and talk about the benefit
of having a plan. More specifically, in
this case, an Estate plan.

One of the pillars of your Estate can
be life insurance. You can have many
goals, from paying off debt, replacing
income for your family, and paying fi-
nal expenses, so you do not leave a mess
for your loved ones; others have a favou-
rite charity they would like to support.
All of these goals are incredibly person-
al and important to different people.

V“

One of the most effective ways to
address these issues is to use life insur-
ance. There are many complicated life
insurance contracts out there, but at
their core, life insurance is one of the
best ways to make sure there is mon-
ey left in your Estate to accomplish
your goals.

Basic term insurance is the least
expensive way to look after obliga-
tions that will expire at some point
if you live long enough. Examples of
this are paying off a mortgage or oth-
er debt, paying for kids’ education, or
providing income replacement to the
family while kids are young. First, it
is most important to get enough cov-
erage; then, you can worry about how
long the premium will stay the same
before it renews. For example, if you
have a 20-year mortgage, you may take
out a 10-year term insurance policy to
save money today, but it will cost you
more over the 20 years.

For goals or obligations that do
not expire, like the goal to leave be-
hind a “bury me” policy to clean up

the loose ends for the family, making
sure there is money for the family, or
supporting your favourite charity, per-
manent insurance or Term to 100 in-
surance makes sense. This type of pol-
icy does not expire, and the premiums
do not increase, so you know exactly
what you are getting into.

For those who look at life insur-
ance as an investment, you tell me
when youre going to die, and I'll let
you know how good of an investment
it is. Life insurance is one of the few
insurances I see people treating this
way. Have you ever considered adding
up your house insurance premiums
to see how effective an investment it
is? I didn’t think so.

The true advantage to life insurance
is that it pays out 100% tax-free to your
beneficiaries outside of your Estate if
you set it up that way. This is one of the
few ways to create tax-free money and
get it to the next generation. You can
thank the orphans and widows lobby
for pointing out to successive govern-
ments that life insurance should be

treated as a tax-free benefit.

The key to life insurance is to un-
derstand what you are concerned
about and what you are not and work
with a professional to put the right
amount and kind of insurance in
place. If you have a policy in place,
you should review it from time to time
to make sure it is still accomplishing
your goals. Online is a great place to
get information. Never confuse infor-
mation with advice; for advice, seek
out a professional.

This information has been prepared by White
LeBlanc Wealth Planners who is a Portfolio Man-
ager for iA Private Wealth. Opinions expressed in
this article are those of the Portfolio Manager only

and do not necessarily reflect those of iA Private
Wealth Inc.

iA Private Wealth Inc. is a member of the Ca-
nadian Investor Protection Fund and the Invest-
ment Industry Regulatory Organization of Cana-
da. iA Private Wealth is a trademark and business
name under which iA Private Wealth Inc. operates.

*Insurance products are offered through White
LeBlanc Wealth Inc. Only products offered through
iA Private Wealth are covered by the Canadian In-
vestor Protection Fund.

~ Advertising feature

Sometimes you have
to rock the boat to get
where you want to be.
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iA Private Wealth is a trademark and business name under which iA Private Wealth Inc. operates.
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What COVID taught the Class of 2022

BILL ROUNIS | BROOKS PRINCIPAL

The strength and resiliency of stu-
dents and our community have been
challenged through the past year. The
current Grade 12s are not just graduat-
ing from school; they are stepping out
of the pandemic.

It is a time that included many oth-
er challenges that affected our health,
our hearts, and our world and we are
beyond proud and inspired by the
Class of 2022 who have continued to
meet each change and challenge with
passion, patience, and optimism.

From remote learning to smaller
groupings, fewer extra-curricular ac-
tivities, and other health restrictions,
these students have experienced sig-
nificant changes to a typical high
school experience. In many instances,

Mel Yerna
Class of 2022

define success as living to my full
Ipotential and having a positive im-

pact on the lives of people by in-
spiring them to think and act in ways
they may have not considered before.
The way I do this is by exploring and
pursuing my passion in filmmaking,
all while attempting to get a message
across.

I have been intrigued by the art of
filmmaking ever since I was a little
girl. My first movie, made with a hand-
held video camera, was about a girl’s
mystery story set on Hornby Island.
Fast forward to May 2022, having won
several regional film festival awards
this year, my passion for film has only
grown stronger.

At Brooks, I completed the five-
month Digital Film School while main-
taining a 4.0 GPA in all my high school
academics. At the same time, I was
able to make films about Orange Shirt
Day, Mental Health in the Workplace,
coming out as a teenager dealing with
societal expectations, and more.

I would absolutely recommend get-

we were able to respond with creative
approaches which continue to have
positive impacts on students and class-
rooms today, but we know how much
everyone has missed regular high
school activities and being together as
a school community.

We are thrilled to offer this year’s
students a more traditional graduation
with an in-person celebration. Stu-
dents will be able to be honoured in
front of their family, friends, teachers,
and other school district staff and dig-
nitaries.

This year’s graduates are a resilient
and determined group. I've never been
more optimistic about a group of stu-
dents moving forward into the next
phase of their learning journey. I wish
them all the best.

ting involved with extracurricular ac-
tivities that you are interested in. It’s a
fantastic way to make school more fun
and engaging, and it also brings you
together with so many more people.

I plan to work as a director of pho-
tography in the Vancouver film indus-
try after gradating from Capilano Uni-
versity with a Bachelor’s in the Motion
Picture Arts. I will join the Internation-
al Cinematographers Guild (Local 669)
as a trainee.

A desire to create something mean-
ingful in film is the drive that will pro-
pel me to achieve my dreams.

Who know where they're going

gathet’s Class of 2022 has 180 young adults in it: About
140 from Brooks Secondary, and another 40 from Brooks'
Off-Site Program, PIE (online learning school), and
Francophone School District 93.

Here, meet two graduates who are about to launch into
the world - in very different ways.

Cole Baron
Class of 2022

have been interested in business
Isince before Kindergarten. I enjoy

reading books from the 1930s with
a preference for French authors such
as Albert Camus, and also F. Scott Fitz-
gerald. I enjoy creative writing and po-
etry, and have started writing my first
book. Lately I have become interested
in Japanese landscaping, bonsai, zen
gardens and their layouts.

I am passionate about the future. I
would like to be the force of change in
the now intersecting business and en-
vironmental world.

My best memories of high school are
playing on sports teams; especially go-
ing on trips to tournaments and I have
made friends from all over the prov-
ince through this.

I love that I have been able to fur-
ther my business journey by taking
many business courses at Brooks. They
have enabled me to turn a Grade 12
E-commerce course into a real intern-
ship, as a project coordinator for Cedar
Crest Ventures. I have also just started
working as a social media coordinator

for a local counselling group.

I have chosen the Odette School of
Business Bachelor of Commerce Pro-
gram, at the University of Windsor, in
Ontario. I like that it’s a smaller school
where the faculty are really hands on
with the students.

The school is linked across the bor-
der to Detroit where I will have access
to the Detroit Economic Club’s world
class speakers.

Windsor is attracting investors in
green energy and electric vehicle man-
ufacturing and I think it will be a good
fit for me. “L

Experienced. Local. Professional.

lan Fleming

Family Law

Litigation

'Q FLEMING &
Ve ASSOCIATES

Wills & Estates
Real Estate
Corporate

BARRISTERS & SOLICITORS
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BY PIETA WOOLLEY | OPINION
At Dollarama, you can get Canada flag tattoos,

gathet ART

Art of the True Self June 1-18
Youth Art Festival qathet Art Centre

Opening Celebration Junel 7-9pm
Youth Drop-In Saturdays 1- 4pm

Canada flag pins, Canada flag pencils, Canada

flag t-shirts, and of course, Canada flags. If you
want to show off your continuing devotion to the
Freedom Convoy, it’s your one-stop-shop. But if you
want to celebrate Canada Day, waving the maple
leaf has taken on new meaning this year, now that
it has become synonymous with the most boisterous
arm of the vaccine freedom movement.

Canada Day itself is fraught, too. Since the end of
the Truth and Reconciliation Commission, there’s
been a sense of unease about celebrating superficial-
ly. Before Canada’s 150th in 2017, both then-Hegus
Clint Williams and then-Métis Association president
Russell Brewer told then-Powell River Living the na-
tional holiday was complicated for them as individu-
als, and for Indigenous people generally.

We’ve collectively taken a break from Canada Day
for two years, due to COVID. Since then, thousands
of suspected unmarked graves have been discovered
at former residential schools, and reconciliation is
tougher than most of us probably imagined.

So what’s a Canadian to do? How do we party on July
1 while conflicted? What do we wave, if not the flag?

I asked our federal MP, Rachel Blaney, what she’ll
be up to on Canada Day.

You will find her at Powell River’s Willingdon
Beach celebrations, at a booth with swag to give
away. Don’t look for flag hats, though. Our represen-

Friends at Easel
Group Exhibition

VIU Campus
May 5 -June 20

Yeonmi Kim
Sewstainability

Public Library
June - September

hehewsin Circle
The Way Forward

gathet Art Centre
June 27 7-9pm

Summer Art Camps 3July 4 - Sept 2
Registration Open gathet Art Centre
Monday to Friday 9am - 3pm

Artisan Market Registration

Circular Economy Art Fair
July and August gathet Art Centre

gathetART.ca

All kinds of fireworks over Canada Day

tative to Ottawa plans to hand out bookmarks with
“Rachel Blaney’s Reading List: Indigenous History
in Canada” on them. Other swag, she said, will be
overwhelmingly orange - the colour that represents
recognition of residential schools.

“Every Canada Day should be uncomfortable, be-
cause we have not recognized that our country was
built on a genocide that is still happening today,”
Rachel said in a phone interview with qL.

As much as Canada is complicated and uncomfort-
able, and the maple leaf’s symbolism has evolved in
awkward ways, there is still enormous value in a big,
public, everyone-is-invited celebration - with food,
with fireworks, and mostly with each other.

Seeing other people in public without masks, stop-
ping to talk to friends and acquaintances, is still a
daily thrill in barely-post COVID-19 times. Being
with other people is good. Especially at a time when
tensions are high over a possible name change and
Freedom activism, being together at the beach might
be exactly what we need.

This isn’t the Canada Day of a decade ago, when
celebrations were, frankly, a bit vacuous. This
is a new celebration for a new, tougher era. Even
though it may look the same on the surface - a big
cake, sunscreen, sitting on a blanket and watching
fireworks — it’s not the same inside each of us. Just
showing up means we’re committed to each other.
And there’s nothing more appropriate to celebrate
on Canada Day than that.“IL

21

After owning Mother Nature for 31 years, we are selling our business and retiring.

Dear Mother Nature customers,

As of June 28, Mother Nature will be owned by Robert Davison and his daughter
Samantha.

We are happy for the new owners to pick up where we have left off. All the
friendly staff that you are used to seeing are staying on.

We're excited about this new chapter in our lives, but are equally excited to
be leaving the store in the hands of great staff who are committed to the
exceptional customer service you've come to expect from Mother Nature.

Most of all, we want to thank you, our customers and community, for your
support over the past three decades. Without you, this store would not be the
vibrant place that it is today. Thank-you!

Ron & Dianne Pfister

MotherSF Nature

Who knows better #" than Mother Nature?

PET FOOD, SUPPLIES & TREATS
LAWN & GARDEN « GREENHOUSE & NURSERY « HOME DECOR

fb.com/MotherNaturePowellRiver « mother-nature.ca « (O) @mothernatureghp
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a?jema0ot
(Davis McKenzie, Tla'amin, Scottish,
and Swedish, with his Grandmother
Elsie Paul)

After living away from the qathet
region for many years and having just
returned home to the terri-
tory, National Indigenous
People’s Day takes on new
meaning.

It’s a powerful joy to
be visiting places that my
ancestors walked for thou-
sands and thousands of
years.

Coming home is also
stirring up things I'd rath-
er forget. My class was
the last to attend the old
Brooks school in 1993.
School District 47’s ver-
sion of history, combined with the
conversations around the dinner ta-
bles of many of my non-Indigenous
classmates, told me that I should not
be proud to be Indigenous, that our
people were “lesser than” and that we
should feel grateful for what has been

Elsie Paul

TEACHIN

Written as |
Remember It

FROM THE LIFE OF
A SLIAMMON ELDER

gifted to us through colonialism.

As an adult I understand that this
version of history was created to help
settlers to feel okay about the theft of
land and oppression of our spirit, to
rationalize these acts. The fact that
this narrative endures
and is so boldly and pub-
licly shared in this town,
makes National Indige-
nous People’s Day a sol-
emn occasion for me this
year.

My hope is that our
neighbours will mark
June 21 by taking an ac-
tive and curious stance
about what they think
they know about Indig-
enous people and how
they know it.

A good starting place to gain new
perspectives on the history of this
place can be found in qa?aystales
(Elsie Paul’s) book and Website ‘As I
Remember it: publications.ravenspa-
cepublishing.org/as-i-remember-it/
index

GS (?ams taZow)

WE DO RENTALS —

ERBAY ¥

OUTDOOR POWER EQUIPMENT

thunderbaysawshop.ca
604.485.5041

Rent any of these:
THATCHERS
AERATORS

PRESSURE WASHERS
ROTOTILLERS

LOG SPLITTERS
POLESAWS
GENERATORS
BRUSHCUTTERS

National Indigenous People’s Day June 21

A more thoughtful day
for a more complex time

BY ABBY FRANCIS
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

rom the Red River Jig to drumming
Fand bannock: National Indigenous

People’s Day is celebrated June 21
all over Canada as a day to recognize
Indigenous peoples.

Here in qathet, previous years’ cel-
ebrations have been held by Tla’amin
Nation at ?ah?jumiy"™ Ah-joo-miexw
(Willingdon Beach), Aa?amen Kla-ah-
men (Lund), and tiSosom t’ish-o-sum
(Tla’amin Nation village.)

The qathet Métis Nation Powell Riv-
er has held drive-through bison-burger
BBQ events during COVID.

This year the Métis Nation will be
hosting a small community gather-
ing as a pilot project after the past
few years of COVID, with more info

to be announced soon. Information
on Tla’amin events are also to be an-
nounced soon.

The public is also invited to a kind-
ness circle that day from 6:30-8:30 pm
at the field at tis’kwat at the corner of
Arbutus and Marine. (See Page 37 for
more).

While National Indigenous People’s
Day (NIPD) is celebrated by many, it
has its critics too.

Whether Indigenous People’s Day is
meant to make the ‘government feel
good’ or meant to ‘share Indigenous
culture with the world,” in the end,
there is a common thread through all
opinions of NIPD: the value and pride
Indigenous peoples have in their re-
spective traditions; whether Métis, In-
uit, or First Nations.

LaDean Paquette
(Métis and Indigenous)

During the past year, I have been do-
ing research on my family tree.

I have discovered that my family is
Métis, from my father, grandmother,
back to my great great great grandpar-
ents. My children, grandchildren and I
are now members of the Métis Nation
Powell River and have been learning
more about our Métis history and cul-
ture.

I haven’t really celebrated National
Indigenous People’s Day in the past,
other than what had been done in the
various schools when I was working as
a school secretary. I remember when
I worked at James Thomson, Gail
Blaney would make fish-egg soup and
bannock for the students and staff.

I am really looking forward to learn-
ing more about the Métis, Cree and
other Indigenous people.

I'm not sure how I'd like to see the

day celebrated, being it’s all brand
new to me and I'm still learning.

I'm looking forward to my first cel-
ebration as a member of the Métis Na-
tion Powell River.

I think National Indigenous People’s
Day is meant to recognize all Indige-
nous peoples so we can all, Indigenous
and Non-Indigenous, learn more about
the different cultures.

FREE
CONSULTATIONS

oFio
BT

[=].%

Book your
appointment
online today!

604-578-8135 . 5-4313 Alberta Avenue
vkwellness.ca @vkwellnessinitiative

The VK
Wellness
Initiative
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Tabatha Berggren
(Métis)

National Indigenous People’s Day is
a small and important step in Recon-
ciliation to have Indigenous peoples
acknowledged in a national way.

The day should be celebrated by the
community to seek out and hold space
for Indigenous stories.

NIPD is the beginning of an ac-
knowledgement for the unparalleled
value that Indigenous peoples bring to
society in this country named Canada.

Karina Peters
(fa?amn and Indigenous)

A few years ago, the Nation hosted
its own celebration in the communi-
ty. We shared our language, songs,
dances, art, and stories. I would love
to see this happen again within our
community or at one of our former vil-
lage sites to raise awareness where our
people settled.

NIPD is important because Canada
Day has been celebrated since 1868.
Indigenous people have been here
since time immemorial and have only
recently had a day to celebrate who
they are. It is important for Indigenous
people to celebrate the languages of
the land, cultural practices and tradi-
tions that shape their identity.

Let IG Wealth Management work with you
to create a financial plan for you and your
family —an IG Living Plan™ — that adapts
and changes as your life does so you can
embrace all of life's possibilities.

Say ves to life’s possibilities.

I WEALTH
MANAGEMENT

Tel: (604) 414-8280
Toban.DeRooy@ig.ca

© Investors Group Inc. 2019 INV2096MA_E (09/2019)

TOBAN DE ROOY crp,cLu, e 2

Senior Financial Consultant
Investors Group Financial Services Inc.

Trademarks, including IG Wealth Management, are owned by IGM Financial Inc. and licensed to its subsidiary corporations.

Talk to me today.

Les. Pet
(Doreen Paint, First Nations)

It is good that the Canadian govern-
ment is recognizing us as people.

We come from such a rich, vibrant
culture and we really value that and
our traditions.

I almost didn’t feel that way because
of Residential Schools. The schools
took our identities, our culture, and
our spirit. They took everything from
us. I was moulded into somebody I
wasn’t. It’s amazing we survived, Resi-
dential Schools were a place of horror.

I think National Indigenous People’s
Day bringing together folks from dif-
ferent cultures in ways we never knew
how to, is really incredible. I would
love to see it celebrated worldwide,
but you have to understand what you
are celebrating.

I have always been a people person,
so having everyone come together for
a big celebration ceremony where we
share our traditional foods, our cul-
ture, and our art would be great. Our
people have so much love to give, we
can do this through sharing our cul-
ture with the world.

Qwastanaya
(L. Maynard Harry, First Nations)

For me, the fact that systemic racism
exists in this country takes away from
what a NIPD should be about.

NIPD is a Canadian symptom of
greed, dishonesty and corruption. I
would prefer no national holiday in
exchange for an answered ‘land ques-
tion,” which is 155 years and counting.
I would prefer for Canada to stop steal-
ing land, oil, gas, and other valuable
natural resources. I would like Canada
to stop praising itself on the world stage
when Indian Reserves and an Indian
Act (apartheid instruments) continue to
exist for far too many First Nations.

White privilege in Canada is strong
because its citizens have no under-
standing of the impacts Indian Reserves
or the Indian Act have had in First Na-
tion communities. That being said, I
was mildly surprised by the amount of
knowledge and support at the possible
name change open house May 11.

If reconciliation is possible in Cana-
da, it will come from a younger, smart-
er and more open-minded generation.
I raise my hands to those who had the
courage to stand up and be heard. That
is leadership.

Landscaping Services & Property Maintenance

residential & commercial

» Tree & shrub pruning
- Dethatching & aeration
- Complete yard design & construction

- Irrigation system installation & maintenance

- Yearly maintenance programs
- Fertilizing programs

- Hedge trimming

- Weeding & more

Call for a free estimate - 604-485-6628 - GCSoffice@telus.net

Serving Powell River
and area for over 30 years

YARD MAINTENANCE

Licensed & insured

Do you provide health
services in gathet?

ZEST

Giving

Contact Sean Percy before September 7
to get your free listing in ZEST magazine/directory.

sean@prliving.ca
or 604-485-0003
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Yaxhum
(John Louie, Elder)
Different nationalities celebrate

through their flags and cultural activi-
ties. We were put under the Indian Act
and weren’t allowed to be who we are.

Now, our songs, drums, and sacred
ceremonies are all coming back and
more people are involved in our cul-
ture. I am proud of who I am today.

People are still under the Indian Act
mentality. Until the citizens of Canada
and North America realize our history,
change can’t happen. I think this hol-
iday is a way for the government to
make themselves feel good.

NIPD could be celebrated by more
gatherings of folks talking about the his-
tory of our land and our culture. I be-
lieve this could help change the future.

Call Max for a FREE home evaluation and
get MAXimum value for your home!

Grace Adams
(Tla'amin citizen)

It’s exciting to see on TV and so-
cial media the celebrations happening
across the country from so many Indig-
enous performers who showcase their
talent.

It’s a day of reflection to honour and
remember those who have gone before
us and who endured and did the ab-
solute best they could in challenging
times.

It speaks to the endurance of the hu-
man spirit and the power of love for
family and community to overcome
such devastation. It’s very humbling
to witness so much pride and joy as
we all celebrate National Indigenous
People’s Day.

cigetoje
(Jessica Johnson, Métis and raising
two Tla'amin daughters)

Indigenous People’s Day, to me, is a
day to celebrate our unique identities
and the knowledge, contributions, and
perspectives of our people. As I work
in education, I often celebrate by sup-
porting community, district, or school-
based activities to assist others in cele-
brating NIPD.

In other years, I have taught the Red
River Jig to classes of students, hosted
storytellers, made fry-bread for staff
and students at various schools... just
to name a few things.

National Indigenous People’s Day is
a time to celebrate, honour, and recog-
nize the contribution, richness, resilience,
and diversity of Indigenous peoples.

Randolph Timothy Jr.
(Indigenous)

NIPD, to me, is celebrating being In-
digenous. There are still some things
to work on, but it’s a different day for
the younger generation to grow up in,
because it is that much better.

I can’t wait to see NIPD as a holiday,
like Canada Day. I have previously
worked a camp job in Fort McKay, just
north of Fort McMurray, and on June
21 there were drummers and dancers
from that area dancing and singing.
This performance made me feel con-
nected.

The importance of this holiday
shows the growth of Canada, that In-
digenous people are recognized and
celebrated. “IL

ON THIS CANADA DAY, MAY
WE RECOGNIZE THE
INDIGENOUS LANDS THAT WE
LIVE, PLAY AND WORK ON

AND COMMIT TO 2.
RECONCILIATION EVERY DAY

Top 5 reasons to get

a Pollen Sweater for Dad

1. After all the stress you put him through,

he has earned comfortable.

Available in more than 25 colours, including

his favourite.

3. Pollen Sweaters are machine-washable, so
when he gets it dirty fixing your car, again,
it will wash up nicely.

4. Makes him 50-90% more handsome.

As if he needed it.

5. He deserves the best.

(Father’s Day is June 19. Don’t forget.)

For more fun, and fabulous wool sweaters and toques,
wool and bamboo ponchos, and books,
find us above Nancy’s Bakery in Lund.

Included with every listing: Floor plans, 3D virtual tour,

Professional Photography, HD Video... and more!

MAXEAGANINCOM

| LIVE IT, | LOVE IT, | SELL IT.

6044148829

RACHEL BLANEY MP

604-489-2286

NICHOLAS SIMONS, MLA

604-485-1249
YOUR POWELL RIVER REPRESENTATIVES

Made in Lund, BC, Canada since 1986

Open 10-4 Tuesday to Saturday
604 483-4401 « pollensweaters.com
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OF THE MILL

Launch Event

A made-in qathet program to help bring
your business to life in our community!

Friday June 10th
7 to 8 pm
at the Museum

Classes take place online over 7 weeks and include
10 x 1-1 coaching sessions for personalized support.

$250 *bursaries available*

Introduction of the
project and of the
resources available!

* |dea development & strategy
* The realities & opportunities of modern entrepreneurship
* Developing rapport with your ideal customer base

* Marketing & best practices for sales

* Budgeting to fund development

e Pitch & presentation skills
] * Managing your new endeavour
e s + much more COASTLINE COLAB
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For more info contact Joélle
at the Museum 604-485-2222 or \
jysevigny@powellrivermuseum.ca
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CREDIT UNION

Look for the new

gathet Waste Wise app
available early June
The custom mobile app will notify and

B < rer

coastal by nature

Is your business

deliver service reminders, alerts and all p re pa red ?
the information you need about solid
waste and recycling making it easier We can hel p.

than ever to stay connected and in-
formed.

Display this logo to show you’re emergency prepared. The
Emergency Preparedness Toolkit is a resource for Powell
River businesses and organizations. Get your emergency
plan in place and display this logo in-store and online; it
communicates to the community that you are prepared
when disaster strikes and that your business is a safe shelter.
{33 Contact Alexandra Young at ayoung@powellriver.ca for
THEM more information or go to

OUT OF powellriver.ca.
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BY PIETA WOOLLEY

f you want to know about bidding,
Ithe guy to talk to is Dan De Vita.

He retired in March from a 38-year
local career as a real estate agent—so
he’s free to say whatever he likes. He’s
also an auctioneer — so he knows some-
thing about bidding. And like all auc-

Bidding wars are driving up prices. Retired realtor Dan tioneers, he can talk.

De Vita argues that no one should tame this monster.

SAVARY ISLAND
REAL ESTATE

“We live here”

Rick Thaddeus 604.414.3947
Todd Habekost 604.223.1494

®REALTOR

But over a coffee at River City in
May, he set aside his bluster and spoke

to get your home on the market'

2. Sellers wanted

The number of listings
was down by 28% in
April 2022, over April
2021. Just 58 locals
put their homes on the
market — not nearly
enough to feed de-

Snaps and crackles, but no “pop”
1. Sticker shock

Average price of a

home in this region

was up again in April,

to $828,000, according

to MLS. That’s a near-

ly 50% increase over
April 2021.

ta

IL

3. Four-ever homes

A bit of “good” news:
in April, two first-time
homebuyers bought
here. Since January,

a total of just four
first-timers got into the
market in this region
out of 124 total.-PW

03LNE

deeply about home prices, the role of
family, government intervention, and
of course, bidding. At a time when
much of the housing conversation is
devoted to increasing affordability for
first-time home buyers, Dan offers a
worthy counter-perspective, rooted in
the free-market.

Here in qathet, home-ownership is
more common than elsewhere in Cana-
da. About 77% of adults here own their
homes, compared to 68% nation-wide.
Given that we also have a lower house-
hold income than elsewhere-about
$56,000 compared to $66,000 BC-
wide —homes are a critical asset for
many families. Artificially depressing
home prices here, Dan argues, will
not benefit the vast majority of locals.
High house prices, he says, benefit the
whole region.

( 6://6ar/ey ca

604-223-0811
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isa enjoys helping people and
Lis known for her friendly ap-

proach to community mem-
bers and hopes that clients will en-
joy working with her in the years to
come.

Although an experienced educa-
tor, real estate has been a passion
and hobby she has embraced for
more than a decade. She has a wide
range of experience both as a home-
owner and real estate investor and
has a deep understanding of what
clients need and will benefit from
in every real estate transaction.

Raised in Powell River, surround-
ed by a large extended family, she
is eager to share her local, in-depth
knowledge with clients.

For 18 years, Lisa worked as an
Educator for School District 47 as
a Teacher, Vice-Principal and Prin-
cipal.

Honesty, communication, and
compassion are values she embraces
in her personal and professional life
and are the cornerstone of her ap-
proach to working with clients and
the community.

The true sense of community is
what makes the qathet region so
special and Lisa is excited to intro-
duce you to all that it offers!

—
ROYAL LEPAGE
— 1

Powell River
INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

“Lisa has a reputation for a strong
work ethic and is committed to
creating a client-centred caring
approach that is worry-free for

the clients she represents.’

AN
LISAGUNN

Call Lisa Gunn now
at 604-223-7628
or email her at lisa@lisagunn.ca

Providing a

fresh and honest
dapprodach to
meet all of your
real estate
needs.

604.358.2473

dvilleneuve(@460realty.com

A DUSTIN VILLENELR E
N

R E A

E' S T AN I

&)
dustinvilleneuve.com
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IMMIGRANTS -THEY GET THE JOB DONE: Dan De Vita's Italian parents helped
their children prosper, a multigenerational investment.

“When a home sells for a lot of mon-
ey, that’s really good for a lot of peo-
ple,” he said. “Seniors can pay for their
retirements, family estates can share
that money across many down-pay-
ments, investors can spend on things
that make them happy and keep mon-
ey moving through this community,
such as boats, cars, or renovations.”

Money is good, in other words. In
an auction, or in real estate he said,
“the person with the most money
wins. That’s the reality. Through bid-
ding, some people will pay a premium
because they want it. Sometimes they
buy surety.” Just like on eBay.

Here in qathet, we’ve never seen
so much money. The selling price of
homes doubled over the two years of
the pandemic, and it’s on track to tri-
ple by spring 2023. Where just a hand-
ful of years ago homes would sell well
below asking, now they’re regularly
driven up in price through buyers of-
fering more than the list price. Some-
times many buyers, and sometimes
much more. Dan heard of one local
home, listed for $850,000, that was

bought this spring for $300,000 over
asking in a blind bidding war.

For those who are selling, that’s
meant unprecedented prosperity. For
those who are trying to get in to the
market, unprecedented frustration.
Often, first-time homebuyers are
out-bid by those who have sold their
even-more-expensive  homes else-
where, and can drop more cash in a
bid.

However, beware government pol-
icies that are designed to cool the
market, Dan said. Governments at all
levels are making far too much mon-
ey off real estate to genuinely want to
reduce prices, he noted. For example,
the capital gains tax sends initiated in
1972 sends vast amounts of money to
Ottawa each year-—the more a home
sells for, the more the Federal Govern-
ment reaps. Dan was recently involved
in the sale of a home on Joyce that was
bought for $32,000 in 1978 as a fam-
ily home, but when it sold earlier this
year for $603,000, the family had been
renting it out — meaning it was no lon-
ger a principal residence and was sub-

“Committed to selling the Powell River experience.”

I

mattbehanrealtor.com

MATT
BEHAN

REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONAL

604'223-2150 ROYAL LEPAGE
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Bidding on real estate:
what'’s hot, what’s not

Blind bidding - Our current system. The seller is
asking for, say, $828,000. The agent sets an of-
fer date of June 6 at 3pm for bids. None of the
buyers can know how much the other buyers are
offering, or how many offers there are, or who is
offering. On June 6, the seller looks at the offers
and conditions (such as subject to financing or
inspection) and chooses which bid to accept.

Transparent bidding-A proposed alternative
to blind bidding. Under this system, buyers will
be able to see each others’ offers-putting an
end to some buyer frustration, but probably not
cooling the market. The Canadian Real Estate
Association is piloting this system this summer
in some provinces, using the Australian soft-
ware program Openn Negotiation.

Bully bidding-Under the blind bidding system,
a buyer will make an offer before the offer date,
with an “accept now!” clause -the offer is only
good for a few hours. The seller then chooses
whether to accept the bully offer, or wait for the
offer date and look at all the bids.

v

ject to capital gains. Half of the equity was slammed
with a 53% tax, so “after having done nothing, the
government made about $140,000.”

“I hate it when the government gets involved [in
trying to cool the market] because nothing they do
increases affordability. Intervention just sends vast
amounts of money out of the pockets of people buying
and selling homes and into the hands of government,
without the government providing anything for it.”

Other interventions—such as the new seven-day
cooling off period, the proposal that bidding should
be transparent instead of blind, the Property Pur-
chase Tax (which raises billions for the province’s
coffers), foreign buyers bans or special taxes for
non-citizen buyers, the tax on vacant housing, the
ban on real estate agents working for both buyer and
seller, the possibility of capital gains tax on principal
residences, and the new anti-flipping tax — will all ei-
ther send even more dollars to governments without
cooling the market to the point of genuine afford-
ability, Dan said, or the results are unknown.

Genuine affordability here in qathet is maximum
$300,000 for a home, with a $30,000 down payment
(based on the median household income of $56,000
a year, 30% of income going to a mortgage, and in-
terest rates remaining low —and assuming no other
major costs such as debt servicing or childcare). The
average selling price for a home here in April was
$828,000 —more than half a million more than what
most first-time homebuyers can pay. So to create
genuine affordability in this market, interventions
would have to drastically drop prices by nearly two-
thirds. Just softening the market isn’t going to help
most first-time buyers get in, in this era.

The reality is, Dan reiterated, when real estate sells
for what it’s worth on the free market, most people
win. Prosperity —especially when its shared across
generations —is a good thing, he said.

Speaking personally, Dan explained that both he
and his wife Marian are children of immigrants. His
are from Italy, hers from Holland. Both fathers came

4

Reduce your carbon
footprint with

L ocally
Made

Windows:

years of making
windows in

Powell River

MODERN

great taste in windows"
..and more

Improve your home
this year with
Modern Windows
and Doors

Powell River 604.485.2451
Sunshine Coast* 604.989.0341

modern.ca

windows - gutters™ doors - siding
garage doors” patio covers - awnings

Duradek: railings + and more

*Gutters, Duradek and Garage Doors are not available on the Sunshine Coast.

REALTY

Your most important asset
sold with first-rate results.

* PRSCREB MLS data 2020 & 2021

JOSH STATHAM

PERSONAL REAL ESTATE CORP

604.223.5674

jstatham@460realty.com

WwWw.joshstatham.com
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Desiree Collings of Royal LePage

is thrilled to welcome Marten, Haley and their daughter Isla to
the qathet region. They will be able to work remotely, Haley as an
environmental scientist and Marten as an IT manager.

“Introducing wonderful families like the Wilmink’s to our area is the
best part of the job,” says Desiree. “You know that they will be a benefit
to the community, and that they will absolutely love living here!”

Here’s part of a letter they sent to the owner of the home they bought:

“When a home sells for a ot of money,
that's really good for a lot of people. Seniors
can pay for their retirements, family
estates can share that money across many
down-payments, [and some spend locally
on] boats, cars, or renovations.”

Dutch-Canadian
family of three - Haley,

ere a

Marten & one-year-old
Isla - that currently lives in Yellowknife,
NT. We were fortunate enough to view
your beautiful house during our most
recent visit to Powell River two weeks
ago.

Walking around town and meeting
many members of the community got
us really excited about moving there,
and we've since made steps towards
making it happen sooner than we orig-
inally expected. We love your home and
it would be perfect for our growing fam-
ily.

After we first met in Colombia during
our travels in 2010, we lived in the
Netherlands for a few years and decided
to move to Yellowknife to start Haley’s
career as an environmental scientist.

However, after six long winters, the
time has come to choose what’s best for
our health and happiness.

Every year we visit and vacation the
Sunshine Coast or Vancouver Island at
least once and last summer we fell in

Dostsoe
COLLINGS

Working hard for you!

desireecollings@royallepage.ca 604 414-3447

love with Powell River. We have met
so many lovely people there and have
heard nothing but great things about
the community and the outdoor possi-
bilities.

Haley’s great passion is gardening and
the yard with the greenhouses is one
of the main reasons we fell in love with
your place and we promise to give both
the house and garden the same care and
attention that you have given it over the
years.

For Isla it’s also a great opportunity
to be so close to Westview Elemen-
tary School and the amazing trails off
Penticton, not to mention the Salish
Sea. When we were visiting, Isla would
point out to the mountains and exclaim,
‘WOwY

We share her excitement about the
outdoors and can’t wait to explore the
area with her.

We're really hoping to make your beau-
tiful place our new home in Powell Riv-

er and become part of its community.
- Haley, Isla & Marten Wilmink

s
D PLATINUM

AWARD 2071

[ |l

ROYAL LEPAGE

A— [
Powell River

Tl

royal lepage
shelter foundation
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to work at the mill during the bleak
years after WWIL, having survived the
devastation of the war and the poverty
of post-war Europe. Like many immi-
grants, Dan said, his parents understood
that their role in life was to help their
children prosper in Canada. It’s a men-
tality the couple retained for their own
children, who are now adults. The older
generations invest time and money in
younger generations, giving them the
tools to help the next generations, too.
It’s a moral idea he sees in other immi-
grant families here also — many of whom
have been his clients over the last four
decades. They scrimp, and they spend
on real estate to help their children. It’s a
strategy that works, he said, but it’s not

INSPIRE | GUIDE |

L A

MORTGAGE
h 4 ALLIANCE

Enrich Mortgage Group

ZippMortgage

Is your mortgage coming up
for renewal this summer?

Did you know that, historically, June 30th is the largest mortgage volume funding date every
year? Summer is always the busiest time of the year for real estate, which means that you
may very well have an upcoming renewal soon. Given the current market conditions, you may
be starting to notice that rising interest rates and inflation are impacting your monthly budget,
which includes a higher than expected rate with your current mortgage providers’
renewal offer. Now is a great time to sit down and chat about your renewal and
take the time to consider what other options may be available. You may also

be looking at home improvements, consolidating debt, selling your home,

buying a vacation/investment property, or other major life changes, and it's
always best to make sure that your upcoming renewal and mortgage specialist
takes those changes into consideration. Jeremy Garth at Zipp Mortgage is
happy to help. With eight years of mortgage industry experience under his
belt, he can help you put together a plan for your mortgage so you can

be confident that your current and future goals and needs will be met.

- Dan Devita

universal among families.

And neither is home ownership. For
the minority of adults in qathet who
do not already own a home, have not
acquired an education or a business
that lets them earn enough to save,
and also have no relatives likely to ex-
tend a down payment or help in other
ways, the prosperity that comes with
real estate investment here is indeed
shut to them, said Dan. Sometimes
home ownership skips a generation,
he said. But government policy should
support a free market, and let those
who have invested spend that money
in ways that makes sense to their own
circumstances: for retirement, for their
family, or for their enjoyment. “IL

HEA 1-AGHIEVE

Jeremy Garth
Mortgage Broker

604.223.9401

jeremy@zippmortgage.com

zZippmortgage.com
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Calling all food, craft, and other vendors!
Register with Alexandra at ayoung@powellriver.ca

6to 9pm
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I_ - Westview Terminal Pier
957 Lo LFM ayoung@powellriver.ca




We're swiftly aging, and we have
far too many empty bedrooms

In May, Statistics Canada released new data from Census 2021, about
gathet’s population and housing. Since 2006 this region has:

Aged by 7.3 years

From a median age of 47.5 in 2006,
to 54.8 in 2021. BC's median age is
47.8-12 years younger than ours. .

Grown by 1,879 people

From 19,599 to 21,496 -that's 10.4%.
Over the same time period, BC grew
by 22%.

Gained 930 Septugenarians

From 2016 to 2021, the biggest gains
in population were among those 30
to 39 (up by 375), 60 to 69 (up by 255)
and 70 to 79 (up by a whopping 930).

Built up our total housing supply by
1,480 dwellings.

gathet now has 1,283 more private
homes with people living in them,
than it did 15 years ago.

Think
Real Estate.

VALERIE
GRIFFITHS

Real Estate is
one of the best
investments
you can make
in your future.

Ask me how.

ROYAL LEPAGE
AN |11 11111111111

Powell River
INDEPENDENT OPERATED

L GriffithsProperties.com
val@griffithsproperties.com

604 483-6930
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Gained 197 vacant homes

Or, homes without their usual,
permanent residents in them,
such as squatters, or AirB&B
guests. Though the number of
unoccupied homes is slight-
ly higher now than in 2006, the
percentage of these homes has
stayed stable. In 2006, the region
had 1,667 unoccupied dwellings;
in 2021, there were 1,864 -repre-
senting about 2% of all homes.

Lost 370 50-somethings

The biggest loss was among
those aged 50 to 59 (down by
370). There are slightly fewer
preschoolers (down by 30)and 15
to 19 year olds (down by 30).

.

Gained 40

Between 2006 and 2016, we

lost 790 ¢

In the last five years, we've

\

More than one third of locals live alone,
but just 13% of homes are one-bedroom or
bachelors (2016).

In other words, there are a lot of two, three and
more bedroom homes with just one person liv-
ing in them. In addition, 76% of locals live as
singles or couples, but just 42% of homes have
fewer than three bedrooms. We are a commu-
nity in which some people are dramatically
overhoused, and others are dramatically under-
housed.

v

children and teens... sort of

In 2006, gathet had 4,275
children and teens. In 2021,
we have 3,525. There are

hildren and teens.

Lot 0 Cortez Ave
$395,000

- OCEAN VIEW LOT
- .23 lot in Grief Point
- City services
- MLS# 16537

Nancy Hamilton™ 7
004-3407 577 T s

nancyhamiltnlifestle.com
nancy@hnancyhamilton.ca

Your Powell River
REATY lifestyle starts with

gained 40 back. That'sbotha 18% fewer children and
substantial loss, and a hope-  teens in gathet today than 15
ful turnaround. years ago.
Kids these days...
2006 | 2011 | 2016 | 2021 | Loss over the
past 15 years
Age 0-4 785 | 810 770|735 | -50
Age 5-9 940 | 810 885 | 915 |-25
Age10-19 | 2550 | 2155 |1830 |1875 |-675
Totals 4,275 | 3,815 | 3,485 | 3,525 | -750-mostly
pre-teens
and teens
Congratulations to the

Graduating Class of 2022!

-

Congratulations to all
graduates and to every person
who has played a part in your
achievement. What you have
learned so far will always be a
part of your success. Wherever
you go, and whatever you do,

remember that your
community is proud of you.

Nicholas

SIMONS

POWELL RIVER-SUNSHINE COAST

109-4675 MARINE AVE, POWELL RIVER
NICHOLAS.SIMONS.MLA@LEG.BC.CA
604 485 1249
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Company-built
rooming houses

once solved the local
worker housing crisis

s the struggle increases to enter
Athe real estate market and the
difficulty to find rentals worsens,
perhaps we should consider bringing

back a concept that was once more
popular: boarding houses.

BLAST

JOELLE SEVIGNY

When Powell River was developed
by settlers in the early 1900s, there
was never enough housing available.
Mill workers would rent homes from
the Powell River Company, however
houses could not be built fast enough
for all the workers arriving to town.

This meant that there was a long
wait list for the highly sought after
homes. Finding housing was even

FROM THE PAST

harder if you were not an employee of
the mill. This is because prior to 1955,
houses in the Townsite were reserved
for employees of the PR Co. and other
essential workers only.

In 1913, Anna Piccoli and her two
children moved from Ita-
ly to Powell River to join
her husband, Giuseppe
(Joe) Piccoli. At first, the
family lived in tents in Lu-
tzville (located by the old
golf course). They lived in
one, cooked in another,
and the third housed 16 Italian board-
ers. Similarly, the Van Bilderbeek
family from Holland found no house
available in Powell River when they
arrived in 1912. They pitched a large
circus tent just outside the boundaries
of Lot 450, waiting for the completion
of the houses on Cedar Street.

The solution to alleviate the housing
shortage was boarding houses; private
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ROOM & BOARD: Top, the 1913 Avenue Lodge provided rooms to mill work-
ers-two workers to a room, shared bathroom, and food provided in the dining
room (above)-which is decorated for Christmas in this 1920s photo.

Photo courtesy of the Powell River Historical Museum & Archives

"A" BETTER BOBCAT SERVICE LTD

Serving the Sunshine Coast since 1991
Office: 604-487-0466 « Cell: 604-208-2010

Perimeter Tiles/Drainage
Landscape Preparation

Certified Onsite
Wastewater Systems

Excavating &
Site Services

Rock Walls
Finduson [}

4741 MarinéAvenue

Fresh local
produce

Our Chicken, Beef, Pork & Seafood

are best with fresh vegetables.
2

4 GROPPING Blog,

604 485-4838

Congratulations Class of 2022

We tip our hats to the graduating class of 2022 and wish you well in both
your physically-distanced celebrations and your future endeavours.
Watch the grad parade June 25th, starting at 5 pm. See route on Page 39.

C
TRANSFER

WWW.CITYTRANSFER.COM

This space available to non-profit organizations, courtesy City Transfer

Where service and safety move volumes.
Next day, damage-free delivery.

310-CITY (2489)

POWELL RIVER | SUNSHINE COAST | VANCOUVER

Where do you need to get away to?
Call David McSween!

For all things travel, as your Powell River connection to
Expedia Cruises™, | will take care of everything! Air, Land,
and Sea vacations and insurance, | have you covered.

LET'S PLAN YOUR NEXT VACATION TOGETHER!

(604) 414 4635

Powell River, BC
www.ExpediaCruises.ca/DavidMcsween
CPBC License Number:35206

< Expedia Cruises

Air, Land & Sea Vacations
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A BUTULA DEVELOPMENTS

GENERAL

PLUMBING
ROOFING
FRAMING
DRYWALL
EXCAVATING
ELECTRICAL
CONCRETE &
MUCH MORE

Call Us Now
604-414-8281

butuladevelopments.com

Powell Riverss

COUNTERTOP

specialists

Custom quartz countertops for home, office & retail.

Call for an appointment to visit our showroom
at 4561B Marine Avenue.

' CONSTELLATION
\__ COUNTERTOPS

constellationcountertops.com
@constellationcountertops

604.483.7130
26 . June 2022 - gathetliving.ca

WORKER HOUSING: It
wasn't always glamou-
rous. Above, the “Town-
site Tent Town" or Lutz-
ville, housed hundreds
of Italian immigrants
who were waiting for
the company’s homes
to be built. Right, Cedar
Street boarding homes,
circa 1915. Photos courtesy
of the Powell River Historical
Museum & Archives

homes where each room is rented out, including
breakfast, supper and packed lunches. All of the tall
houses on the lower end of Cedar Street (from 6340
to 6304) were designed to be boarding houses. These
homes follow an eastern “salt-box” style, and each
have seven rooms. To ensure the boarding concept
was put into practice, the rent charged for these
houses by the Company was much higher: around
$46 per month ($1,123.68 today). Many residents
lived in these homes throughout the years: one house
has over 80 different tenants recorded!

No longer standing today, the Avenue Lodge on
the corner of Ash and Marine Avenue was also an-
other form of a Company boarding house. The first
wing was built in 1913 and a second wing was
added in 1919. Each bedroom housed two workers
who shared bathroom facilities. The lodge provided
meals as well in a 60 person dinning room, serving
on average 1500 meals a day.

In addition to boarding houses, families commonly
practiced boarding. A home housing a primary fami-
ly would welcome one or two workers to board with
them. Boarders were usually workers at the paper
mill, the shingle mill or immigrant workers. On top
of providing a solution to the shortage of housing,
boarders provided an added source of income for the
host family.

Around the 1950s, the practice of boarding houses

In addition to (formal)
boarding houses,
families commonly
practiced boarding. A
home housing a primary
family would welcome
one or two workers to
board with them.

started becoming less popular as the homes in Town-
site were sold and the concept of the Company Town
was disappearing. Other areas like Cranberry, Wild-
wood and Westview were increasingly developed,
opening more housing options as well.

Today, this older affordable housing solution may
just be what qathet needs!

Blast from the Past is written monthly by Powell River
Historical Museum and Archives public engagement co-
ordinator Joélle Sévigny.

L | jysevigny@powellrivermuseum.ca
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the nest

Is a luxury now

Two young adults speak out on gathet’s outrageous rents, discrimination,
their own housing solutions, and their vision for a better-housed region.

Services as the intake coordinator and co-chair

of the Youth Community Action Team. She lives
with her parents—an arrangement they all know is
temporary, but is mutually beneficial.

Rachel Driedger, 22, works for Lift Community

On moving back home after university: It’s
been a really interesting and fulfilling experience be-
ing in a situation with my family where we have all
willingly chosen to live together. We came back to-
gether after I lived away for three years at UVIC and
came back to finish my degree online during COVID.
I am now living with them post-graduation, working
and volunteering in the community.

On multigenerational benefits: They’re both
in their 60s and it’s a lot of work having a house.
So, that’s another reason I like being near them - to
be able to offer help with what I can and they need.
It’s also really nice having meals and shared cooking
responsibilities with people that you love. We can
talk quite deeply and thoughtfully about what’s go-
ing on in the community and the world. CBC radio
is always on, and we all read the papers and watch
the news. However, we have a lot of generational
differences, so that provides me with a lot of dif-
ferent perspectives in our conversations that I oth-
erwise wouldn’t be hearing. I would be living in an
echo chamber with my peers, which I love too, but I
think it’s really cool to be able to reach conclusions

in these conversations that I think otherwise I might
not have the patience or perspective to reach. I am
also able to live with our dogs which would be very
difficult or near impossible to do if I lived on my
own as a renter due to lack of affordable, pet friendly
rentals in BC.

On housing envy: I do get in my head quite a
bit when I compare my life with other peoples’ lives
on social media-living alone or living in the city.
However, I am ultimately so grateful to have stable,
secure housing. And this is kind of a special moment
in my life; living with my parents on such a beautiful
coast with fulfilling work and community. I do also
try to remember that life will be long. So, I have time
for more experiences. And it helps that some of my
friends choose to live with their parents too.

On fixing the qathet housing crisis: I think
fostering the relationships between young people
(students or workers) and seniors would go a long
way. Often, both are low-income, but have much
to gain from relationships to one another. However
there needs to be physical space made available for
these low-income groups to foster community and
relationships. Ithink there’s huge opportunity in our
community for co-op housing options that could be
made available through community organizations,
credit unions and federal housing grants.

j

THERE’S NO PLACE LIKE HOME: At least for now,
says Rachel Draeger. Photo by Claudia Medina

e ™
Home at last - the series

This is the third in a series of six monthly arti-
cles, produced in collaboration with social plan-
ner Meriko Kubota (City of Powell River, gathet
Regional District and Tla'amin Nation), gathet
Living editor Pieta Woolley, filmmaker Claudia
Medina, several local nonprofits and, of course,
the individuals who graciously agreed to tell
their stories.

These are success stories-locals who have
found housing solutions in spite of a record
tight market and scarcity of affordable public or
private housing.

Everyone involved in this project hopes these
stories inspire locals to work towards decent,
stable housing solutions for all our neighbours.

Tell your housing story at participatepr.ca

- /

Armitage is your one stop for

DADS GRADS

Suits s Shirts s Ties s Socks s more...

Stay dressy and cool for all those
family photos with amphibian shorts

604485-9493 In the Town Centre Mall

The split second that
changes your life forever

Anyone, Anywhere, Anytime.
Brain injury does not discriminate.

June is Brain Injury Prevention and Awareness Month

\&1,// %
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Powell River
BRAIN INJURY SOCIETY
604 485-6065
info@ braininjurysociety.ca
www.braininjurysociety.ca
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ROBERT
LACEY

Looking to
buy and sell
in beautiful

Powell River?

Rl

Curious what's
happening in this
ever-changing
market?

Give me a call
anytime.

et LTI
ROYAL LEPAGE
Sl rvvvvrrTTO0

Powell River
INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

604-230-2740
roblacey@royallepage.ca
robertlaceyrealestate.com

NO EXCUSE FOR HARD WORK

h

Malaspina Contracting Ltd

955

LT Warranty,

Foundations
Finish Carpentry
Decks & Siding

General Contracting
New Home Certified
Renovations

Chad Rubletz, owner *
604-414-0745

9306 MalaspinaRd. ... ;
TR

malaspinacontracting.com
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NIGHT OWL: Cate Miner needed her own space to accommodate her night shifts.

overnight Winter Shelter this past year. She

rented with roommates, but the owner of the
house moved back to live here, and evicted them.
She was able to secure a small rental apartment in
Westview.

Cate Miner, 19, works for LIFT, and staffed the

On having roommates: Because there was
three of us, the rent was reasonable. It was nice to
have people around me and to feel supported. But
it also helped me realize I wanted to live alone. I
work nights, so I need quiet during the day. One of
my roommates taught online, and even though she
did her best to stay quiet when I was sleeping, some-
times small sounds wake me up. So living alone is
better for me and my weird schedule.

On finding housing on social media: If you
don’t check Craigslist, you should, because there’s
some stuff that doesn’t make it onto Facebook at all.
I was obsessed with checking Craiglist—1I checked it
up to six times a day.

On inappropriate rentals: There were some
big houses for rent South of town when I was look-
ing, but they are inaccessible if you don’t drive, and
I don’t drive. I like to be in walking distance of ev-
erything.

On COVID’s continuing impact on youth:
COVID started during my Grade 12 year, so I got
to graduate early. I started a couple of social work
courses, but unfortunately I had too much going on
and couldn’t finish them. I am hoping maybe in a
year or two after I've saved up, I'll be able to go to
university in person and take those courses. Origi-
nally I wanted to work with youth and women, but
now I'm leaning towards doing addiction studies
alongside my degree.

On working in a shelter: It’s hard to see how
stigmatized the people we serve are and how easily
people discriminate against them for something that
they can’t necessarily control. You don’t choose to be

Photo by Claudia Medina

homeless. I find it sad when I see people being awful
to our folks. All I can do is support them.

On being a part of Youth CAT (Communi-
ty Action Team): We deal with stuff like school-
ing, housing issues, transit issues, and trying to make
those services better and improve the quality of life
for the youth who live here. There’s between 15 and
20 of us. We have an Instagram page. It’s been fan-
tastic.

On working hard to pay the rent: Finding
housing in this town is so difficult, it’s insane. I was
looking for a month before I met my previous room-
mates — because there was just nothing affordable.
I was working two jobs. But not everyone has the
ability to work full time, especially when retail jobs
are only offering part time. I've seen one bedrooms
for over $1,200 a month and that doesn’t include
utilities. That makes no sense to me. It’s weird —it’s
almost Vancouver prices. I found one place in town
that was looking for a paystub before they’d rent to
you. That’s really not fair.

On discrimination against youth in rent-
al: I'm usually seen as a youth, right? Landlords as-
sume I am immature, or inexperienced. They assume
youth are working part-time. When there are a lot
of really hardworking youth in this town and people
who are trying so hard to make a living for them-
selves.

On one cozy housing solution: I would
really love to see a tiny homes cooperative, so we
can have a garden, composting toilets, an art space,
a hang-out space, and be able to help each other.
The only real solution for both youth and homeless
adults is to create more affordable housing — and that
should have happened five years ago. I enjoy talking
about my own housing situation because I am one
of the very few fortunate youth that do live on their
own, and I'm not struggling. That is something I am
thankful for every single day, whether I'm at work
or not. “L



HEART OF QATHET

“Crazy people
who work for
free” built the
SCT's trails & huts

he Sunshine Coast Trail (SCT) was
Tconceived in 1992 when a hand-

ful of outdoor enthusiasts realized
the amount of accessible old growth on
the Northern Sunshine Coast was van-
ishing. They formed the Powell River
Parks and Wilderness Society (PAWS),
a registered non-profit charitable soci-
ety, to set aside protected areas linked
by forested trail corridors.

Fifteen huts have been built so far,
with 2022 plans including: hut up-
grades, new composting outhouses
and food storage locker installations.

There are many ways you can help,
starting by simply hiking the SCT!
Please volunteer with trail mainte-
nance, cabin building, event orga-
nization. Contact PRPAWS through
sunshinecoasttrail.info@gmail.com

Scott Glaspey has volunteered
countless hours of his time (and knees)
over the last three decades schedul-
ing and managing the Trail Crew (and
many other roles), keeping the SCT
looking spotless, removing downed
trees, maintaining trail infrastructure,
executing reroutes, etc; year after year.

How and when did you start working
with PRPAWS? What attracted you to
this organization?

+In 1992, | was part of a handful of
people who met to start a “conservation”

WHAT THIS HALL OF FAMER DOES ON HIS DAYS OFF: The Sunshine Coast Trail was concieved of and built by volunteers
30 years ago, and Scott Glaspey (centre, white beard) has been there from the beginning. For his work in track & field,
Scott is being inducted into the Powell River Sports Hall of Fame June 11(see Page 48). Also, try out the SCT on BC Trails
Day June 4, during an event starting at 10am in Wildwood (see Page 50.)

organization which became PRPAWS.
(three of those members are still active:
me, Eagle Walz and Mondy Drake). The main
idea was to try and save some old growth
in the area and just maybe, establish some
parks. Our group has been instrumental
in forming Confederation Lake Provincial
Park, Duck Lake Protected Area, Millenium
Park and Malaspina Peninsula Park!

| remember being told by Helmut Godau
(one of founders of BOMB, the trail-building
Bloody Old Men's Brigade) that, ‘of course
you'll be building trails too.” At the time, |
thought not, but since 1994, the main fo-
cus of PRPAWS has been the building and
improving of the SCT. It has morphed from
just 180km of trail to a world class trail with
15 huts and newly designed composting
outhouses at each hut site. We've got about
a dozen people seriously working to keep
this beast working well.

What part of the work is the most
satisfying?

- When people from “away” use the
SCT and are really impressed and happy
with the experience.

What part of the work do you find the
most challenging?

« The most frustrating part has been
dealing with changes in forest companies
and tenures. We often have to completely
start over when talking about protection
for trails, etc., with a new tenure holder.

Do you bring any unique skills to this
organization?

« I moved to PR (Kelly Creek) in late
1971 with my wife Margot. We built and

lived in a 12x12’ log cabin for three years.
| fell into volunteer coaching for the track

Where you

bank makes

a difference.

Community is connection. It’s where the people we love live.
So, what happens if we are forced to leave our community as we
age because there is nowhere suitable for us to live? It's a problem
that the team at the Texada Island Seniors Housing Society
(TINSHS) started looking at in 2019.

Find out how First Credit Union is helping solve this
problem at firstcu.ca/blog

and field club in 1973, and I've been at it on
and off ever since. | spent about 20 years
teaching here, starting in the alternate
program and moving to Max Cameron and
Brooks as a math teacher.

What do you wish other people knew
about the work PRPAWS does?

« People need to know that thereis a
core of very dedicated folk out there work-
ing on their behalf to build and maintain
hiking, biking, quading, four-wheel drive,
and harseback systems. None of this free
stuff exists without crazy people who work
for free.

What would you say to other people
who might be thinking about volun-
teering?

« Anyone wha joins in will meet great
people. L

CREDIT UNION
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Save 10% on your first order with us!
Use voucher code:
seeyourstory10

MARINE DENTURE CLINIC

FREE

NO REFERRAL NECESSARY

Direct Billing for all Insurance Plans
Complete, Partial &
Implant-Retained Dentures
Same Day Relines & Repairs

b OPEN Monday - Thursday
4670E Marine Ave
604-485-2212

COLOURFUL AND POLITICAL: Members of the Brainiacs who painted tiles for June's Brain Injury Aware-
ness Month’s national mosaic project are, back row left to right: Rachel Peterson, Whitney Lafortune, Deb-
bie Dee, Leanne Kerntopf and Jeanette Francis, seated in front are left to right Pauline Ricketts and Dale

Humpbhries.

Brainiacs to deposit mural on bank

BY ISABELLE SOUTHCOTT

head, you can still do really cool things in life,

members of the Powell River Brian Injury Soci-
ety created mural tiles for the Westcost chapter of
Canada Connects’ mural mosaic project. The “Braini-
acs,” —the name the group call themselves — consid-
ered renting a van and driving to Langford where the
unveiling of the mural was to take place, but decided
against it due to the cost and time involved. Instead,
they found their painted tiles scattered throughout
the mural when it was posted online.

“This was a lot of fun,” said Debbie Dee, Executive
Director of the Powell River Brain Injury Society. “It
was our first time doing it and we painted 11 tiles.”

The mural project is a Canada wide event, noted
Debbie.

With Brain Injury Awareness Month taking place
in June, Debbie pulled out sketches for the group’s
art mural drawn by Whitney LaFortune. “We re-
ceived a $15,500 grant from the Disability Alliance

Believing that even if you take a whack to the

of BC to do this project—“Our people, Our place; A
history in art. We’re really lucky to have Whitney, a
professional mural artist, in the group.”

Six murals will be painted on Powell River’s RBC
Royal Bank building.

“We are working with Drew Blaney of the Tla’amin
Nation,” said Debbie. The mural begins before 1910
when Powell River was a tent city and moves along
to the sixth panel featuring a totem pole with a ra-
ven, people in a dugout canoe and herring roe hang-
ing on cedar boughs. A thread weaving through each
mural will carry words in English and ?ay?ajufom.

The art mural is expected to be complete by spring
2023.

The Powell River Brain Injury Society provides
support, education and advocacy for persons living
with an acquired brain injury, their family, friends
and caregivers through goal specific, unique and in-
novative programming.

The Brain Injury Society will hold an open house
in June (date and time TBD) in honour of brain inju-
ry awareness month. “IL

POWELL RIVER HOSPITAL

FOUNDATION
Say thanks.

Donate to the Powell River
Hospital Foundation.

604 485-3211 ext 4349 | 5000 Joyce Avenue, Powell River, V8A 5R3
www.prhospitalfoundation.com
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Find a gift
for Dad!

Cug-Guron

GALLERY & STUDIO

Over 50 Sunshine Coast
artists represented

at the Lund Resort at Klah Ah Men
- Open daily 10am-5pm

Ei 604 414-0637
debrabevaartcreations.com




Charitable giving helps g%

this life-long bottle
collector stay chipper

BY BILL HOPKINS

Chances are you've

seen a guy at the Town
Centre Mall rain or shine,
every season of the
year, collecting recycling
bottles of every sort.

Summer time he can be seen work-
ing on his tan and chatting with the
generous people stopping by to give
him their donations.

We lost a young baseball player
from our slow pitch family recently.
The cause of his passing I do not know
but his family has been very verbal in
sending out the message that if you are
ever feeling down in the dumps, that
you should talk to anyone about your
mental health.

At our Celebration of Life ball games
in late March, his brother was doing
a little talking and thanking us all for
coming out to play ball in Wade’s mem-
ory, on such a wet day, but we were
there for Wade and his family rain or
shine. They started talking about rais-
ing money for Wade’s young daughter
and a cousin read a very moving email
from Wade’s daughter.

After this he then mentioned that
they got a $5,000 donation from some-
one that does not even play baseball;
as I looked around the crowd I could
see the surprise and delight in my fel-
low ball players faces as they looked at
each other wondering who this gener-
ous Powell Riverite was.

During my break time at Brooks Sec-
ondary School, where I work, I was re-
canting my story about the generous
donation.

Well it turns out the person I was
talking to told me her brother was
one of the people that helped set this
up — go figure small town. As we talked
and she told me about the transaction
that happened I decided to go visit this
very considerate person, who, it turns
out, was the “guy who collects recy-
cling bottles in the mall parking lot.”

So I took him a load of bottles and
asked him if I could shake his hand
and I thanked him on behalf of all
the ball players that played in Wade’s
memory that day.

Brock Yuill told me he did know the
family a bit and had a lot of respect
for them and his strong faith in Jesus
gave him the reason to make that do-
nation. I have told several people this
heart-warming story and several have
said that they heard that he has done

YES HE CAN: Brock Yuill collects so he can give.

similar things in the past.

I stopped in to see Brock again re-
cently to find out a little about him. He
has been collecting any kind of bottle
recycling for 12 years up at the mall.
His friend Bill Trembly showed him
the ropes.

In 2010 he had a heart attack and it
was almost fatal. Happily it was not,
but it gave him a drive to help others
and his strong faith in the Lord is his
best motivation.

Before the bottle collection gig he
was at our local Safeway for 31 years
and before that in a similar store in the
Vancouver area.

He came here in 1980 from West-
ern Canada. After his heart attack he
started suffering from clinical depres-
sion —days and weeks on end not hav-
ing the drive to get off of the couch.
But having survived a major scare he
felt God had a special purpose for him.

When he can manage the depres-
sion and migraines he goes to the Four
Square church on Manson to meet
with friends.

He told me last winter was tough. He
is usually out there rain or shine, but
his migraines kept him on the couch
for long periods of time, sometimes
sleeping for 16 hours. He did not want
to give in to his depression and let it
get the better of him, so he pushed on
and kept collecting.

His desire to help others comes from
his heart and strong faith. He has
helped several single moms in tough
spots, a burn victim’s family, as well as
Wade’s family from our Powell River
slo-pitch baseball family.

Brock, I salute your everlasting love
for others and your faith to help oth-
ers when ever possible. Thank you for
what you have done for this commu-
nity. “L

Great
Pricing
Cold
Beer
Huge
Selection

WE'VE MOVED TO MANSON!

& WE'RE CONTINUING TO RUN ECONOMY RENTALS

aaso

PICKUP & DELIVERY

STORAGE

TwoWHEELTECH

- POWERSPORT AND MARINE -

604-223-2440

What's better than beer on
a hot summer day?

Beer from a

Sinicooler)

shinglemill.ca e 604 483-3545
reservations@shinglemill.caﬂ '
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| MADE THE MOVE

Small town feel reminds this
international family of home

three kids moved to Powell River in May of 2022

from Anmore, BC. Lena is a Certified Financial
Planner/Investment Advisor with Edward Jones-a
position that allows her to service her clients remote-
ly. Andrew runs his own plumbing company - Iliad
Mechanical.

In January of 2022 they visited their friends in
Powell River and decided that they were not going
back to Vancouver.

Both Andrew and Lena grew up in smaller commu-
nities — Lena in Odessa, Ukraine — and qathet remind-
ed them of their childhood. Ultimately, they want
to provide the same experience for their children.
They have a small boat and enjoy water and outdoor
activities and a slower pace of life.

Lena Keshysheva, Andrew Cisakowski and their

Why did you choose to move to Powell River?

« We want more time with our children, and we want
to feel that we can positively impact the community we
live in.

When? Where from?

« Andrew was born in Edmonton (Devon), Alberta and
moved to BC in 2012. | was born in Ukraine and grew up in
a small village by Odessa. | moved to Vancouver in 2003.

What surprised you about Powell River once you
moved here?

« That feeling of a small, vibrant and caring commu-
nity | experienced as a child. People are kind and altruis-
tic. They have passion and care for their town and want to
make a difference in each other's lives. It was very refresh-
ing to see after spending the last 18+ years in a big city. My
internal voice told me Powell River is our home and | am so
lucky that my husband went ahead with the idea to move
S0 quickly.

What made you decide to move to Powell River?

« Qur older son is 12 years old and there is only so
much time left until he begins his own journey. We want to
have more family time to bond with our children as our late
20s and early 30s were focused on building our business-
es. Itis time to slow down and enjoy our life.

e ™
Now Lena’s Ukrainian cousins

are making the move, too

My cousins left a war-torn Ukraine in March.
Ekateryna and Oleh have four children: Ruslana,
21, Victoria, 18, and two twin boys, Kyrylo and
Danilo, age 8. They slept in bomb shelters with
their kids.

The family resided in Romania temporarily until
we helped them get their work visas for Cana-
da. They are happy to join us in Powell River on
about June 15, and to become a part of this won-
derful community.

Oleh has been in construction businesses his
entire life and has built his own home. He will
join my husband's company to assist with full
scale bathroom renovations. Ruslana will help
us as a nanny for my two year old. Kateryna will
be looking for employment opportunities in Sep-
tember when the boys start school.

- /

Where is your favourite place in gathet?

« While waiting for a ferry we took a small hike to
Mermaid Cove, it was absolutely beautiful! It was such an
unexpected little adventure that, as we explore the area,
I'm sure we will find many new favourites.

How did you first hear about Powell River?

« We had neighbors that were renting a house next to
us while they were building in Powell River. Neighbors turned
into friends and we went to visit them this year.

P

4721 Joyce Avenue | 604-485-6206
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Learn more at firstcu.ca

CONGRATULATIONS
to the Class of 2022!
Enjoy your grad,

and please celebrate safely.

Providing dignified service to the region since 1969
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7221 Duncan Street * 604 485-4112 stubberfieldfh.com
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FUNERAL HOME LTD

Best wishes to all the graduates
from Pat and Joanne!




What would make Powell River a nicer
community?

« Improved access to childcare for
young children is instrumental in attracting
young families that will help this communi-
ty to become independent and sustainable
on its own.

What aspect of your previous com-
munity do you think would benefit
Powell River?

« Rocky Point Ice Cream is amazing
and we would love to take that with us.
Actually maybe all of Rocky Paint Park-in-
cluding Brewer's Row! Comes down to a
few more local young entrepreneurs and
businesses while still maintaining a small
and quaint community.

If | could take any aspect of Powell River
to my previous community it would be just
the slower pace and a more relaxed set-
ting. In the lower mainland people seem
often stressed and in a hurry. Our previous
community is about to get busier with a big
development plan to add 6,000-7,000 res-
idents to 100 acres, adding an extra 15-20
minutes to our daily commute; therefore,
making it unsuitable to our lifestyle and
prompting a quick change.

FIND YOUR TREASURE
AT THESE LOCAL RETAILERS

Beach Gardens Beer & Wine Store
Capone's Liquor Store

Duke's Liquor Store

Westview Beer, Wine & Spirits

MORE TO ADORE: Lena Keshysheva moved here with her family in May 2022:
Sophie, 6, Nikita, 12, Violet Rose, 2, and husband Andrew. They'll be joined by her
Ukrainian cousins this week. Most of Lena’s extended family remains in Ukraine.

What challenges did you face in trying
to make a life for yourself here?

- We faced a challenge of finding a
rental place while our house is being built.
We didn't want to rent in Vancouver so we
were adamant about settling in Powell Riv-
er before summer. We also faced the chal-
lenge of finding a daycare for my two-year-
old daughter.

SALEST SEA SPIRITS

PROUDLY PRODUCED AND DISTILLED IN POWELL RIVER

If you were mayor of Powell River
what would you do?

« | would focus on areas in our com-
munity that attract younger families and
local business. | observed that some ser-
vices are missing from PR to make it a sus-
tainable independent community. There is
a shortage of early educators to provide
the necessary childcare services. I've seen

W/e ve Got Fatber's Day
Figured Out!

from a community Facebook group that
many services are in high demand but in
short supply. A few factors that may be
contributing to this issue is the lack of
rentals or affordable housing and the child-
care. Increasing these two assets will allow
younger families to move in to help and fill
some gaps in the service sector.

What are gathet’s best assets?
« [ts people! And then its beauty.

What is your greatest extravagance?

« Qur house that we are so fortu-
nate to build here. Coming from Vancouver
where housing is unaffordable for larg-
er families, we are lucky to sell our small
home in Anmore and to build our dream
house in Powell River. It was always our
dream to have a sauna, a home office and
a home gym.

Which talent or superpower would
you most like to have?

« | would love to learn how to play
piano and join a choir! This has been my
dream since | was a small child, but life has
always been too busy. “IL

SERVED AT THESE
LOCAL ESTABLISHMENTS

Certified

The Seasider Bistro +Wine Bar ®

Gluten-Free

Coastal Cookery

PR Social l
TC's Pub l
.

THE SALISH MULE

Fill a copper mug or similarly sized glass with ice.
Pour in Salish Sea Gin or Vodka and fresh lime juice.
Fill the glass with ginger beer and gently swirl it with

Garnish with a lime wedge & mint, and enjoy!

Ingredients

1.5 oz Salish Sea Gin or Vodka
1/2 oz Fresh Lime Juice

4 0z Ginger Beer

Ice

2 spoon once to mix.

@SalishSeaArtisanSpirits

fl ©

| www.salishseaspirits.c

q . 3 @
7074 Westminster Street. {;

Copyright © 2022 Salish Sea Distillery. All Rights Reserved. License #305825
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Principals

with principles

In September 2022, these eight professionals will lead School District 47°s schools

new! Bill Rounis, Principal,
James Thomson Elementary

Jasmin Marshman,
ow! Principal,

Jamie Burt, Principal,

\ Matthew Hull, Principal,
wew! Edgehill Elementary

NeW* Henderson Elementary

Brooks Secondary School

Jasmin holds a Bachelor’s Degree in Educa-
tion from the University of Victoria and a
Master’s Degree in Rural Education from
James Cook University. She brings 18 years
of school leadership experience to her new
role as Principal of Brooks. She started her
career as Vice Principal of Grief Point and
then James Thomson. She then moved into
the role of Principal of James Thomson and
is currently the Principal of Henderson
Elementary, a role she has held for the last
three years. Her educational beliefs, heart,
and ability to make students feel seen,
heard, and recognized will be highly valued
in her new role at Brooks Secondary.

Proudest achievement: The strong results
we achieved when we first introduced the
Professional Learning Pilot, which included
no outside interruptions to learning in the
morning, at James Thomson. The effect on stu-
dents and staff was immediate: relationships
grew stronger, students were calmer, and our
academic successes jumped significantly.

Your favourite part of being a Princi-
pal: I love connecting with shy kids. I know
that feeling. I love welcoming new students
and I love reassuring parents that they are
doing it right, it does take a village. We are
all in it together.

One interesting fact about you: From
K-12 T went to 14 different schools, between
BC, Alberta & Manitoba. I also won a Young
Author’s award in Grade 3 and had my sto-
rybook in the Winnipeg Public Library.

Jamie holds a Bachelor’s Degree in Histo-
ry, a Bachelor’s Degree in Education, and a
Master’s Degree in Educational Leadership,
all from the University of British Columbia.
He has spent 18 of his 23 years in School
District 47 in school leadership roles hold-
ing positions as Vice Principal and Prin-
cipal of multiple elementary schools and
Brooks Secondary. Jamie’s passion for the
outdoors, biking, and building positive re-
lationships with students, staff, and com-
munity will serve him well at Edgehill as
they continue to implement their school
growth plan for the 2022/2023 school year.

Proudest achievement: The ability to cre-
ate meaningful connections with students,
their families and colleagues.

Your favourite part of being a Princi-
pal: The daily informal, interactions with
students throughout the day. Getting to be
a part of their lives.

One interesting fact about you: Moved
to Powell River from North Delta in 1988 and
was a member of the inaugural Powell River
Paper Kings team. Played two years here and
graduated from Max Cameron in 1990. Con-
tinued playing hockey in a variety of places,
including a one year stint in London, En-
gland. Moved back to Powell River in 1999 to
coach the Kings.

Matthew holds a Bachelor’s Degree in Edu-
cation specializing in Spanish and History
from Brigham Young University - Idaho
and a Master’s Degree in Educational Tech-
nology from the University of British Co-
lumbia. With over 15 years in School Dis-
trict 47 in multiple roles including Teacher,
Director of Technology, and Vice Principal,
Matthew’s wide-ranging experiences and
dedication to social emotional learning and
building school community make him an
outstanding fit for Henderson Elementary.

Proudest achievement: During this last
year, even as staff and students struggled
with slowly lifting mandates, I have been
successful in creating strong relationships
with students and staff throughout the
school. I believe this has helped students
feel safe and connected and it’s supported
teachers to do what they do best: teach.

Your favourite part of being a Principal:
Definitely the students. My core philosophy
is based on the belief that every student de-
serves to feel cared for and valued.

One interesting fact about you: I got a
57% in Spanish 11 in high school. Now I
have a degree in Spanish Education and am
a fluent language speaker.

Bill holds a Bachelor’s Degree in Educa-
tion from the University of Victoria and
a Master’s Degree in Educational Leader-
ship from Gonzaga University. Bill joined
School District 47 in 2015 and has worked
as Principal of Kelly Creek Elementary and
then Principal of Brooks Secondary. Previ-
ous to this, he held positions as Vice Prin-
cipal at several secondary schools and the
largest elementary school for Nanaimo La-
dysmith Public Schools. Bill’s background,
commitment to diversity and equity, and
past performance for improving students’
outcomes will be an asset to James Thom-
son.

Proudest achievement: Being part of the
high school during the pandemic and we
were able to not only keep in person learn-
ing going, but also to continue to promote
student achievement.

Your favourite part of being a Princi-
pal: Working with students, helping them
succeed at school, and supporting them to
become young adults who are ready to take
their next steps.

One interesting fact about you: When
I first started in kindergarten, I was an
English as a second language student. My
family had just returned to Canada from
Greece, and I struggled to be understood at
school. Fortunately, it didn’t take long for
me to adjust.



Brooks Secondary School
Principal « Ms. Jasmin Marshman
Vice-Principal « Ms. Michelle Doyle
Vice-Principal « Mr. Michael Hilleren
Vice-Principal « Ms. Tanya Larkin

Edgehill Elementary School
Principal « Mr. Jamie Burt
Vice-Principal « Ms. Courtney Leigh

Henderson Elementary School
Principal « Mr. Matthew Hull

James Thomson Elementary
Principal « Mr. Bill Rounis
Vice-Principal « Ms. Caroline Brennan
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Jennifer Kennedy, Principal,
v Kelly Creek
New Community School

Jennifer holds a Bachelor’s Degree in Fine
Arts and a Bachelor’s Degree in Education
from the University of Victoria. She also
has a Master’s Degree in Education special-
izing in Assessment and Evaluation from
Queen’s University. Jennifer has been in a
school leadership role for the past six years.
First, in the role of Vice Principal at Brooks
Secondary and then as Vice Principal of
Westview Elementary. Her background
and passion for student and servant lead-
ership, wellness, and project and play based
learning make her a wonderful addition to
Kelly Creek.

Proudest achievement: Having been
a long-time high school educator, I have
loved the transition from secondary to el-
ementary, something I didn’t think or re-
alize would be so rewarding, challenging,
and fun!

Your favourite part of being a Princi-
pal: 'm looking forward to building strong
relationships with students, staff, and the
community and continuing to create qual-
ity learning opportunities and fun events
that bring everyone together.

One interesting fact about you: I love to
travel to challenge myself, engage with dif-
ferent people and to embrace adventures as
they come.

Kelly Creek Community School
Principal « Ms. Jennifer Kennedy

Partners in Education
Principal « Mr. Don Fairbairn
Principal: Mr. Allan Saugstad
Vice-Principal: Ms. Stephanie Hall

Texada Elementary School
Principal « Ms. Rhonda Gordon

Westview Elementary School
Principal « Dr. Shannon Behan
Vice-Principal « Mr. Raun Rainbow

Don Fairbairn, Principal,
Partners in Education

Don holds a Bachelor’s Degree in Education
from Queen Charlotte Islands and a Mas-
ter’s Degree in Education specializing in
Curriculum and Leadership from Oregon
University. He has led the Partners in Ed-
ucation (PIE) program for 18 years as Prin-
cipal and will continue to do so next year.
Don brings a wealth of school leadership
experience to School District 47 having
been Principal of Texada, Principal of Kelly
Creek, and Principal of Oceanview Middle
School. Previous to School District 47, Don
taught in Victoria, the Queen Charlottes,
and Fort St James. His dedication to per-
sonalized programs and commitment to
lifelong learning make him an outstanding
Principal for Partners in Education.

Proudest achievement: Too many to
count: proudest still to come.

Your favourite part of being a Princi-
pal: Working with students and seeing
how PIE can uniquely help students per-
sonalize their school experience.

One interesting fact about you: Played
in arock band during my high school years.

Principals are the educational leaders of each
school. They are responsible for supporting student
success and overseeing the administration and
operation of their school. They work with district
and school staff to implement district priorities and

educational programs.

Just as important, Principals are real people. They
each bring their own experiences as learners,
parents and teachers to their roles - along with their
personalities, values and goals.

Rhonda Gordon, Principal,
Texada Elementary

Rhonda holds a Bachelor’s Degree in Edu-
cation from the University of Victoria and
a Master’s Degree in Education in Curric-
ulum and Learning from the University of
Calgary. She began working in School Dis-
trict 47 as a Teacher On Call in 1993 and
with the exception of four months teaching
kindergarten at James Thompson, her en-
tire career has been on Texada. Her passion
for personalized learning, differentiation,
and rural communities has made her an in-
credible Teacher and Principal for Texada
Elementary School.

Proudest achievement: Leading the
school I myself attended as a child, and to
be a constant presence and strong advocate
for our small school during times of great
change in our community.

Your favourite part of being a Princi-
pal: Being able to form positive relation-
ships with all students rather than just my
class.

One interesting fact about you: During
my career, I have taught all four of my own
children, three of my siblings, and count-
less cousins of varying degrees, and I've
loved every minute of it!

Want to learn more? Contact us.

4 4351 Ontario Ave » 604 485-6271

SCHOOL DISTRICT 47

www.sd47.bc.ca
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Dr. Shannon Behan,
Principal,
Westview Elementary

Shannon holds a Bachelor’s Degree in En-
glish and a Bachelor’s Degree in Education
from the University of Victoria. In addition,
she has a Master’s Degree in Educational
Leadership from the University of Calgary
and a Doctorate in Education Leadership
and Policy Studies from the University of
Kansas. Her extensive experience from a
variety of roles in School District 47 includ-
ing Vice Principal of Brooks Secondary and
Oceanview Middle School, District Princi-
pal of International Education and current-
ly Principal of Westview has been an enor-
mous asset to our learning and leadership
community. Her enthusiasm for engaging
students, building school community, and
vision for student success are a great fit for
Westview Elementary where she will con-
tinue to have a positive impact on student
learning and well-being.

Proudest achievement: Being part of the
teams that are leading change, growing our
diverse international student population
as we welcome students from countries all
over the world, and ensuring we have a wel-
coming and inclusive culture at Westview
Elementary.

Your favourite part of being a Princi-
pal: The kids!!

One interesting fact about you: I went to
high school in Finland and my first teach-
ing position was in Taiwan.



TERRACENTRIC

COASTAL ADVENTURES

BOAT - KAYAK - HIKING TOURS
KAYAK RENTALS & LESSONS
WATER TAXI & TRANSPORTS

MAPS, CHARTS, FIELD GUIDES & MORE

604.483.7900

INFO@TERRACENTRICADVENTURES.COM
TERRACENTRICADVENTURES.COM

Honouring the past,
present and future on
June 21, National

Indigenous Peoples Day

' ’f ! j
RACHEL BLANEY, MP

604-489-2286

NICHOLAS SIMONS, MLA

604-485-1249
YOUR POWELL RIVER REPRESENTATIVES

EXPLORE YOUR
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WHAT DO YOU REMEMBER ABOUT THE MILL?: Library and Museum staff are gathering stories like yours.

See below.

WHAT'S UP

Memoirs of the Mill needs you

Did you work at the mill? Did your relatives? What
are your memories of the pulp and paper maker?

The Library, Museum and the regional social plan-
ner are working together to gather personal stories
and photos, to document the 110 years of this indus-
try here.

Everyone is invited to the launch for the memoir
gathering project: June 10, 7 to 8 pm at the Museum.
(See ad on Page 18.)

The deadline for submissions is September 1.

The Library’s Mark Merlino is also offering a sev-
en-week memoir writing course on Thursdays from
11 am -1 pm from May 26 until July 7 at the Powell
River Public Library. Writing a memoir is a way to
share your story based on your experience related to
Powell River’s paper mill.

There will also be a book launch/celebration event
in the fall. Each writer will receive a gift of a copy
of the book. The book will also be available at the
library and for sale at the museum.

If you know of any individuals you would
like to encourage to participate in this proj-
ect, please tell them to contact Joélle Sevigny
jysevigny@powellrivermuseum.ca at the qathet Mu-
seum and Archives or via phone at 604-485-2222.

Photo courtesy of the Powell River Historical Museum & Archives

Dr. Adams appointed to Residential
School Monument committee

Pre-eminent Tla’amin Nation member Dr. Evan
Adams has been asked to help lead a process design-
ing a new Residential Schools National Monument.

Pablo Rodriguez, minister of Canadian Heritage,
announced the formation of a 16-member committee
that will “guide” the work. Members of the commit-
tee were “selected through a combination of direct
appointments and a public nomination process man-
aged by the National Centre for Truth and Reconcil-
iation.”

The committee includes representatives from First
Nations, Inuit and Métis Peoples and two members
who are not Indigenous.

Rodriguez says the committee’s first meeting will
take place in May.

The process is part of the 81st call to action of the
Truth and Reconciliation Commission, which called
on the federal government to build “a publicly ac-
cessible, highly visible, Residential Schools National
Monument in the City of Ottawa to honour Survivors
and all the children who were lost to their families
and communities.”



THE MAYORAL SLATE SO FAR: From left, George Doubt, CaroleAnn Leishman
and Ron Woznow have declared they’ll run for Mayor this fall.

The face of your next Mayor is...

River goes to the polls to elect a
new Mayor and Council.

Current Mayor Dave Formosa has
been in the seat since November 2011.
He was acclaimed in November 2014
and re-elected Mayor in October 2018.
Dave has announced he will not be
seeking re-election.

So far, three locals have announced
their candidacy to fill his shoes. gL
asked each of them to write a very
short blip introducing themselves here.
Expect more coverage throughout the
summer, and heading into the fall.

In alphabetical order:

George Doubt: “As Councilor I have
learned much about the City, qathet
Regional District, the people, and

On October 15, the City of Powell

ways we can all work together. My
experience and clear understanding
of all issues will guide my leadership
on Council as Mayor for the next four

years.”
CaroleAnn Leishman: “Climate
leader. Youth advocate. Housing

champion. Reasons: Climate change,
ongoing impacts from a global pan-
demic, housing crisis, inequality, re-
quire action now. True reconciliation
and building community resiliency are
opportunities to run toward.”

Ron Woznow: “Ron is an ethical,
experienced team leader with a prov-
en track record who believes in trans-
parency and will listen to and address
community member concerns and pro-
mote positive solutions.”

Party with your neighbours

The City of Powell River’s Parks,
Recreation & Culture department Block
Party program is back for 2022 -and
grants of up to $200 are available.

Between work, volunteering, extra-
curricular activities, and other com-
mitments, we often find it hard to in-
teract with those who we live closest
to. That’s where a block party can help!
A Block Party is a gathering of people
who want to celebrate and strengthen
their neighbourhoods’ feeling of to-
getherness and build resiliency. It’s a
great way to get to know each other,
create new friendships, enhance, and
preserve safety and encourage a sense
of local community.

Visit powellriverprc.ca/arts-culture/
blockparties/ for more information, or
to download your application.

- Shawna Rahier

The Kindness Circle

The Kindness Circle is an opportuni-
ty to settle into a new way of being.
Through storytelling, we will stand in
our commitment to being kind while
we connect with each other and deep-
en our resilience as a community. This
is a non-political event. Everyone is

welcome to attend. Care will be taken
to set the stage for open and heart-felt
dialogue with each other.

In this two-hour interactive conver-
sation, Elder John Louie (yaywum)
will open the circle in a good way and
facilitator Ame-Lia Tamburrini of Hum
Consulting will guide us through an
exploration of the importance of kind-
ness in healing our communities, the
commitment that will make kindness
easier, how to be kind when you’re
standing in the fire, and an act of kind-
ness that will change the lives of those
around you.

Join us on Tuesday, June 21st, 2022
from 6:30pm-9pm at the field at
tis’kwat (corner of Arbutus and Ma-
rine). What to bring: appropriate
clothing for outdoors, a chair or blan-
ket to sit on and curiosity and open-
ness. Advanced registration is request-
ed and appreciated but not required.
Go to bit.ly/3yDXG9X.

In circle we keep each other’s sto-
ries sacred, we invite curiosity and
we love each other and ourselves un-
conditionally. We invite you to walk
in with these intentions. Please call
604-834-4238 if you have any ques-
tions. We look forward to being with
you!

~ Caitlin Bryant “IL
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Join the conversation
on carriage
houses

We want to hear from you

City of Powell River is looking at changing carriage
house regulations to make the process easier. We are
hosting an Open House to engage the public on ways
to accomplish this. Join the conversation!

Wednesday, June 29 « 3:30-6:30 pm

Powell River Public Library
First Credit Union Community Room

Learn more and take our survey at
www.participatepr.ca

coastal by nature

You are invited to

asper Mohan

\“Q_
3

YSept3-4, 2022

Cahu;:k
Dive at Mermaid Cove « Dinner at The Shinglemill
Dive is $50 « Dinner is $125

Dives at: 10:30am | 1:00pm | 3:00pm Both Days
All AIR required for diving is FREE courtesy of Salish Sea Dive

Saturday, 11am-4pm | Sunday, 9am-12pm
Meet the amazing artist and get your personal signed photograph
of the beautiful Mermaid with sculptor Simon Morris

Saturday - 6pm - Dinner at The Shinglemill ‘
Incredible local cuisine, private tables and phenomenal live entertainment |

Dress code is smart casual.
Proceeds from the fundraiser will support Canuck Place Children's Hospice programs.

Get your tickets 1 Get your tickets at:

www.canuckplace.org/jasper-mohan-d

fe
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e Open meadow
¢ Dog off-leash area
e Nature trails

e 22 campsites
¢ Playground
¢ Horseshoe pit

¢ Pit toilets, non-potable water

We do private events and functions.

www.creeksidecrossingcampground.ca

3004 Weldwood Road, Lang Bay
cc.creeksidecrossing@gmail.com | 604-377-0500 9@

in Klah ah men (Lund)

GROCERY e BEER & SPIRITS

Ore tteart, Ohe Mied ke Nation,

TAM-7PM 7 DAYS A WEEK
604-414-0471

BUSINESS
AFFAIRS

SEAN PERCY

Mother Nature under new ownership

The new owners of Mother Nature say they have
no plans to change a thing at the qathet home, pet
and garden store.

“They’ve done such a great job there that we don’t
want to touch any of it,” said Robert Davison, who,
with daughter Samantha, will be the new owners at
the end of this month.

Ron and Dianne Pfister are retiring after owning
the store for 31 years, and are pleased that all the
existing staff are staying on under the new owners.

Robert, who is based in Duncan, said his wife
Sherry has family in Powell River. The Davisons own
Top Shelf Feeds here, as well as the Top Shelf feed
manufacturer and four other retail locations on Van-
couver Island, and Island Tractor. He says the two
businesses they own in qathet will run as completely
separate entities.

“They’ve done very well and have a nice niche,”
said Robert. “We were more than impressed when
we took a look around and met with some staff.”

Mother Nature will be closed June 26 and 27 for
inventory before re-opening June 28 under the new
ownership.

Plumber’s move drains stress

There’s a new plumber in town with the arrival of
Andrew Cisakowski and his wife Lena Keshysheva,
the team behind Illiad Mechanical Ltd. The family
moved recently from Anmore near Port Moody and
are building their dream home in Westview.

“My wife and I have been seeking nature and a
slower pace for a while now. We believe it means
a better life for our kids,” said Andrew. “When we
visited friends who had recently moved up to Powell
River we fell in love with the natural beauty and the
sense of community.”

Andrew is a red seal plumber and class B gasfit-
ter who has had his own company for the last three
years doing primarily residential and light commer-
cial service and renovations. He says he heard qathet
has a shortage of plumbers and tradespeople who
can pull gas permits. Illiad also has all the drain
cleaning equipment to handle any job.

“I'm hoping Illiad Mechanical can help fill all these
needs,” said Andrew.

You can call Illiad at 778-789-0037 or email
andrew@iliadmechanical.com

Okeover copper shines again

Yet another mining company is hoping to cash in
on copper deposits high in the Bunster Range above
Okeover Inlet. Mineral rights on the property have
changed hands numerous times since copper and
molybdenum were first discovered in creekbeds in
the area in 1965. Now, Alpha Copper Corp, which
purchased the claims in March, is planning to do
more exploratory work this fall. The company has
been granted an extension to March of 2024 to fur-
ther develop the claims, which cover 3,950 hectares.

“We are excited to have the permitting in place to
advance our understanding of the true scope of this
ideally located and exciting copper prospect,” said
Alpha Copper CEO Darryl Jones.

Since 1966, at least nine companies have car-
ried out geological, geochemical, and geophysical
surveys, and drilled 116 holes. A 2006 historic re-
source calculation inferred 87 million tonnes of ore
at 0.31% copper, but Alpha Copper believes recent
testing suggests there is much more.

“One of the most attractive aspects of this prop-
erty is the sheer amount of available historic data
which offers an excellent opportunity to implement
a highly targeted approach to further unlocking the
potential value of this asset,” says Darryl. Existing
logging roads make exploration much easier. “(The)
deep-water port facility in Powell River ... presents
an immense opportunity for the potential commer-
cial viability of future mining operations. With de-
mand for copper heating up due to the relentless
push for clean electric technologies, we are confi-
dent that this project will prove to play an important
role in the strategic plans for Alpha Copper.”

0il change comes to you

A new mechanic will bring oil changes to you. Cole
Stasiewich, who moved here from Kelowna seven
months ago, had been working part-time in construc-
tion, but has decided to put his automotive training
to work by starting Coast Line Mobile Oil Change.

“I'll come to your house, put your vehicle up on
jacks or ramps, put a tarp down to ensure there are no
oil spills on the driveway, and change the oil,” says
Cole. While he’s at it, he tops up wiper fluid, checks
your tire pressure, cleans the windows and disinfects
where he has been. He also offers a 35-point inspec-
tion. Call or text Cole at 778-594-2653.

Huckle + Berry Kids

Andrea Nicholson loved watching her kids play,
but hated the cheap, plastic toys that they were con-
stantly breaking.

“I decided that we would be more conscientious
about the products we brought into our house,” said
Andrea. “That meant more wood, natural materials,
good quality recycled plastic toys. When I went look-
ing locally, there was very little to choose from, and
with the closure of Coles, there are even fewer op-
tions for children’s books.”

“I decided that I would open the shop I wish our
town had.” Thus was born Huckle + Berry Kids,
now open at 4488 Marine Avenue, selling heirloom
quality wooden toys and children’s books in a 900
square foot space beneath the bowling alley.

Passive passed

This area’s first Passive House certification has
been granted. As featured in the November 2021 edi-
tion of this magazine, Neil and Haruyo Abramson’s
home on Brunswick Avenue has no heat source. Built
by Wes Brown and the crew of WB Contracting,
the home has been approved by the Passive House
Institute, with a plaque now affixed to the outside
of the home honouring the fact that it was built to
standards that are more than 90% more efficient for
heating and cooling than typical buildings.

L | sean@prliving.ca



LONGEST DAY OF THE YEAR IS JUNE
20 & 21: Sunrise at 5:07am, sunset
9:32 pm. From the seawalk, the sun
sets over ah gyk sun (Harwood Island)
and ay hos (Savary Island) on the

left, and the Discovery Islands in the
background. Photo by Carl Anderson,
seaforestphotography.com.

BIG DATES & COMMUNITY CELEBRATIONS

June3 & 4

Assumption School 60th
anniversary celebrations

Se Page 50 for the schedule.
Saturday, June 4

BC Trails Day 5K hike

10am, starting in Wlldwood. See Page 51.
Monday, June 6

SD47 Pro-D Day

No school.

June 13 to 25

PRISMA

See Pages 2 and 45 for more.
Tuesday, June 14

Full Moon, Supermoon

Slightly larger and brighter than usual.
Tuesday, June 21

National Indigenous Peoples Day
Celebration details TBA. See also Page 37.

First day of summer / June
Solstice.
Longest day of the year.

Friday, June 24
St. Jean Baptiste Day

Saturday, June 25
Grad parade

5pm, leave from the Beach Gardens. Pa-
rade Route: Joyce Ave to Manson Ave to
Cranberry Street to Poplar Street to Ash
Ave. The parade ends at Dwight Hall where
the grads will go to Prom!

Wednesday, June 29

Graduation Ceremony and
Convocation

6pm. Doorsopenat5pm, Rec Complex.
Cap and gown ceremony that will be live
streamed. Ticketed event.

New Moon

This is the best time of the month to
observe faint objects such as galaxies and
star clusters because there is no moon-

light to interfere.

Friday, July 1

Canada Day - City celebrations
3-10:30 pm, Willingdon Beach. A day filled
with live local entertainment, games and
activities for all ages, with a fireworks
finale.

Canada Day pig roast at the
Legion

6pm, $20/$25, music by the Twisted
Tornadoes. Everyone welcome.

FESTIVALS: PLAN YOUR SUMMER 2022

Confirmed! These festivals are happening in 2022 - many of them did not
in 2020 and 2021, due to COVID-19. Lots of new stuff, too.

May 30 to June b
- Bike to Work Week

June 1to 19 « NEW Youth arts
festival at qathet Art Centre

June 13 to 25 « PRISMA

June 21 National Indigenous
Peoples Day

July 1. Canada Day,
City-organized celebration

July 10 - Savary Fun Triathlon

July 12 to September 1« NEW
Summer art swap

at gathet Art Centre

July 16 - Great Townsite Garage
Sale & NEW Townsite Street
Festival

July 23 & 24 « Texada Artists
studio tour

July 27 to 30 - Aerospace Camp
on Texada

July 29 to August 1« NEW Powtown
Shakedown Music Fest

July 30 - Texada Fly-In Fling
July 31+ Texada Fly-In

August 6 & 7 - Texada Blues and
Roots Festival

August 8 to 14 « 10th Anniversary
qathet Pride celebration

August 13 & 14 - Texada Sandcastle

Weekend

August 19 - Blackberry Festival
Street Party

Dates TBA - Edible Garden Tour

August 27 & 28 . qathet Studio Tour

September 2 to 4 « Sunshine Music
Festival

September 24 & 25 « Fall Fair

Quebec holiday.

Next day delivery.
100% guaranteed.

CITY TRANSFER

/.5 YEARS

Ei CITYTRANSFER.COM

e

CALL TODAY
to schedule

POWELL RIVER | SUNSHINE COAST | VANCOUVER

providers!
STAY SAFE!!
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When's the best time
of year to get your
chimney cleaned?

Many homeowners assume the best time is to wait until just before the fall
season when they will begin using their woodstoves again. Actually, it's
the opposite. Spring and summer are the best time to get your chimney
swept. On reason is that if any repairs are needed after we inspect your
chimney, you'll be able to schedule them in plenty of time before you need
your stove again in the fall. These days, there are sometimes long waits
for even common replacement parts. Schedule your stove and chimney
maintenance now with a call to Cadam. You'll be glad you did!

CADAM

CONSTRUCTION
Hot Solutions for your Cool Locations

Professional installation
Maintenance & service
Wood, pellet, electric or gas

Stove sales & expertise
Chimney Cleaning
W.ETT. Inspections

7468A Duncan Street near the airport

cadamconstruction.com ® 604-414-4699

QATHET COOKS
TOGETHER

l Planet-Friendly Recipes

Treating our land with respect as it nourishes our bady, mind and soul.

Elena Martin, author

- Cook for the
= 8 Climate

Saturday June 18, 2022 at 12pm

Think global, eat local !

; clean

r ino |y the
by supy
be achieved My;‘_l[,l]yfwd tarestore our global food system,

Local author Elena Martin is presenting her new
educational cookbook, gathet Cooks Together,
providing information on how our daily food choices
impact our climate.

Saturday June 18th at 2:00pm

First Credit Union Community Room

Email Adult Services Coordinator Mark Merlino for

POWELL RIVER
PUBLIC LIBRARY

more information: mmerlino@prpl.ca

info@prpl.ca 604-485-4796 prpl.ca

FLIPPIN' AWESOME: Vinyl Flip
co-coordinator Bob Davey shows
off the glamour of real records
here: check out the Tom Waits
and Slim Milke posters. He and
Mark Lemna are re-launching the
event June 25 at Cran Hall, noon
til 4pm. Admission is $2 and a
table rental is $10. Find the event
on Facebook to book a table.

FARMERS' & ARTISAN MARKETS

Saturdays and Sundays

PR Farmers’ Market

10:30 to 12:30 Saturdays, 12:30 to 2:30
Sundays, at the Farmers’ Market.

4365 MclLeod Road -just off Padgett.

Saturdays

32 Lakes Market

9to 3pm, beside 32 Lakes on Marine.
Gathered Farm and local artisans.

Sundays

Texada Island Farmers’ Market
Noon til 1:30 pm, Gillies Bay ball field.

FILM TO SEE & MAKE

June 1st and 2nd

Mothering Sunday

7pm nightly, 1:30 pm matinee Thursday
Female directed, beautiful and wonderful-
ly engaging English drama. Think Downton
Abbey with a bit more kick and intrigue.

June 3-9

Downton Abbey

7pm nightly and matinee 1:30 pm Thurs-
day June 9. Upstairs/Downstairs meets
Hollywood magic in this perfectly charm-
ing British drama.

Wednesdays

Uptown Midweek Market
4:30 to 6:30 pm, outside the CRC on Joyce
Avenue.

Saturday June 18

Spring into Summer Market

11to 2 pm, Springtime Garden Centre.
Featuring: Fresh food, Yoga in the Garden,
workshops, garden masters, PROWLS,
and more!

Thursday, June 30 and beyond

Thursday Night Markets start

6 to 9pm, Westview Terminal Pier. Every
Thursday night through September 1.
See ad on Page 23.

Monday, June 6

Deadline for the PR Film Fest

Youth 5 Minute Film Contest
prfilmfestival.ca/5-minute-film-contest

June 10-16

Top Gun Maverick
7pm nightly, 1:30 pm matinee June 12.

June 24-30

Jurrasic World Dominion
7pm nightly.

S PATRICIACE,

For movie schedules, visit our wehsite or see the events section in this issue

PATRICIATHEATRE.COM - 604-483-9349
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LIVE MUSIC & PERFORMING ON STAGE

cess as a solo performer, member of folk PR Community Band - Marches of

. supergroup The Refugees, film scorer, the World
Joel Fafard in Concert and educator, all leading up to the release ) 5t the L oggers Bowl, Willingdon
9pm, Wildwood Pub. of her 2020 EP Fine, Thank You! -a ’

Beach (cancelled if raining). Free concert,  PRISMA

wide-ranging fusion of pop, folk, jazz, and donations i
. gratefully accepted. Come Festival
more. S20 in advance, $25 at the door. hear us play! You might want to consider

A Celebration of Kathaumixw joining the Band in September!!
1:30 & 7:30 pm repeat performance,
James Hall. $20. See more on Page 51.

Malaspina Ensemble
10:30am at the Powell River
Farmers' Market.

Assumption Presents:

Kevin Luty Magic

10am, Assumption. Please join us as we
celebrate our 60th year! We're hosting a
magic show that’s open to all in the gathet
region to enjoy! Tickets are $10 each and
are available at Assumption School, Rec-
tory, Massullo Motors and The Peak.

Dozens of music
events-free and
ticketed -are part of
this festival. See Pages 2 and
45 for more.

Sam Hurrie Band
8pm, Legion. $10-S12.

Vinylflip 2022

Noon til 4pm, Cranberry Hall. Swap meet
for records, CDs, cassettes and 8-tracks.
See more on Page 40.

Un Charmant Printemps

5pm, Club Bon Accueil. Forest aerialist
circus. Free event. Thai food available.
See ad on Page 43. Everyone welcome,
but limited capacity.

Sunday Social - Kardias Quing
7pm Wildwood Pub.

Time to Shine: Laszlo Tamasik
year end showcase

7pm Evergreen both nights. Tickets $20
at The Peak or at the door.

Sunday Social-Joseph teBulte
7pm, Wildwood Pub.

) Music in the Park
Deborah Holland KICKING OFF THE SEASIDE-MUSIC SEASON: Above, the Powell River Com- 7pm, Rotary Stage, Willingdon Beach.

7pm, Cranberry Hall. Deborah Holland munity Band plays Marches of the World at Willingdon June 11; PRISMA at the  Last Wednesday of the month through the

rose to prominence V.Vith the iconic trio Beach returns June 18; and Music in the Park is back June 29. summer.
Animal Logic, spawning decades of suc-

(HjHusqvarna

We’re your locally owned and operated Husqvarna dealer.

SALES - RENTALS - SERVICE

7125 Duncan Street | 604.485.5041 | thunderbaysawshop.ca | Ei @thunderbaysawshop.ca | Mon-Sat 9-5
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DISCOVERING DARKNESS: Night Owls, by Naomi Harrison. Acrylic on canvas,
2022. This work and much more visual, performance and more art by 12- to
29-year-olds is exhibited at the gathet Art Centre until June 18.

Whoooo are today’s youth?

BY ABBY FRANCIS
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

rtist Naomi Harrison creates artwork
Athat represents her true self.

“I've been creating art since I
was about six years old. When I was
little my mom had done a lot of wa-
tercolour paintings, and I wanted to be
like her,” says Naomi, whose work is
featured in the show, Art of the True
Self, at qathet Art Centre this month.

“I have three paintings at the show,
two of them have themes of duality

ART OF THE TRUE SELF

When: June 1to 18. Open Tuesday,
Thursday and Saturday noon to 5 pm.

What: A youth-driven initiative spear-
headed by Brooks Secondary School's
Gender and Sexuality Alliance with sup-
port from Malaspina Art Society, gathet
Art Centre, BC Arts Council and communi-
ty organizations and individuals.

Where: gathet Art Centre Public Gallery,
above the Library.

W/

Rob Villani

Stacey Fletcher

Local Lawyers - where the coffee is always on
and we answer your phone calls.
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Martin Ostensen
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Katya Buck
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Jewelry

Commercial Law
Wills & Estates

Family Mediation

VISUAL ART & VINTAGE CARS

To June 20

Friends at Easel Group Exhibition
VIU Campus.

To September

Yeonmi Kim - Sewstainability
Powell River Public Library

Wednesday, June 1

Opening Celebration, Art of the
True Self Youth Art Festival

7to 9pm, gathet Art Centre. See more
below.

June 1to 18

Art of the True Self

Youth Art Festival

gathet Art Centre. Event includes Youth
Drop-In art making Saturdays until June
18, from 1-4 pm. See below for more.

June 3 to 26

Robert Mackle
Crucible Gallery.

Saturday, June 4

Purple Banner Art Map Launch
Party

12:30-2:30 pm, Townsite Brewing. Wear
PURPLE, come join the funand get a
copy of the new Purple Banner quide for

2022/2023! Evelyn Kirkaldy will be paint-
ing on site, Paintillio will have a paint by
number for you to try, colouring pages for
the kids, door prizes every 20 minutes and
a quiz you can enter to win the grand prize
of a tour for four with Sunshine Coast Art
Tours!

Wednesday, June 8

Deadline: 2022 The Coast Photo
Competition

There are adult and youth photographers
categories. For prizes and competition
rules : visit www.prpl.ca

Wednesdays, June 8 & 22

Youth art drop-ins

3:30to 6 pm, Amplitude Arts (bottom of
the Rodmay Hotel in Townsite). Facilitated
by Annie Simms. Free.

Friday, June 10

Memories of the Mill launch event
7pm at the Museum.
See more on Page 36.

Sunday, June 12

Vintage Car Show
Powell River Farmers' Market
12:30to 2:30 pm.

and polarization. I think that using
light and dark colours is important be-
cause it reflects nature, the positives
and negatives of life.”

Naomi spent two full days creating
each piece for the art show.

“I use three medians for my artwork;
acrylic, oil, and watercolour with pens.
My piece ‘Night owls’ is made with
acrylic paint.”

Naomi says art is an important way
for people to express themselves.

“Art creates a sense of community,

culture, and brings people together.
There were some really awesome teach-
ers and students from Brooks Secondary
who helped do all the planning for this
event, I am really thankful for them.”

qathet Art Centre invites all youth
to come to the gallery Saturdays until
June 18 for free art-making sessions, 1
to 4 pm. It’s one of several upcoming
events at the gallery that invites par-
ticipation.

This event is sponsored in part by ga-
thet Living magazine.

Real Estate

N

Divorce

Our goal is to provide quick, responsive
services, creative solutions and
sophisticated strategies for our clients

Criminal Law

N
AT/ VILLANI & COMPANY

ICBC Claims
Civil Disputes

Phoenix Plaza - 604 485-6188 - villaniandco.com

Due to COVID-19, all appointments at this time will be
by telephone, e-mail or video, except for signing of documents.

Tla'amin

LOCAL

Convenience Store
GROCERY MARIKET

604-414-0269 . tlaaminstore@gmail.com « 5245 Hwy 101 North « Mon-Sat §

=\ Leather Wallets



KIDS & YOUTH

ToJune 3
GoByBike Week

Wednesday, June 1: afternoon celebration
station at Monks on Marine. Thursday,
June 2: morning celebration station at 32
Lakes on Marine. Friday, June 3: wrap-up
party: Townsite Brewing. All times TBA.

Sundays

Mini Train at the Farmers’ Market
12:30 to 2:30 Sundays, at the PR Farmers’
Market. Miniature train rides.

June 1to 18

Art of the True Self

Youth Art Festival

gathet Art Centre. Event includes Youth
Drop-Inart making Saturdays until June
18, from 1-4 pm. See previous page for
more.

Saturday, June 4

Assumption’s 60th Anniversary
Carnival

TTamto 2pm, 20 free tickets to every
child, and additional tickets can be
purchased for S1each. The fun includes:
bouncy castles, traditional carnival games
like a claw machine, hoops, fish pond, and
more, face painting, the Travelling Llamas,
concession & so much more!

BC Trails Day 5K

10am, at the Sunshine Coast Trail access
point in Wildwood (see Page 50). Rain or
shine. Welcome by Tla'amin Hegus John

Hackett and Eagle Walz, PRPAWS.

Kevin Lucy Magic Show

10-11am, Assumption. Tickets are $10
each and are available at Assumption
School, Rectory, Massullo Mators and The
Peak office. In celebration of Assumption’s
60th anniversary.

Sunday, June 5

Bike Safety Rodeo

1T7am to Tpm, First Credit Union parking
lot. For kids aged 4 to 12, bring your bikes
and helmets and have fun learning about
bike safety. You could win a bike or a hel-
met! Sponsored by Rotary.

Monday, June 6

Summer registration opens
for the Rec Complex
See ad on Page 3, and powellriverprc.ca.

Deadline for the PR Film Fest
Youth 5 Minute Film Contest

See prfilmfestival.ca/b-minute-film-con-
test

Wednesday, June 8

Deadline: 2022 The Coast

Photo Competition

There are adult and youth photographers
categories. For prizes and competition
rules : visit www.prpl.ca

June17to 19
BC’s Family Fishing Weekend

Fish for free-no licenses needed to fish in
fresh or saltwater. See gofishbc.com.

Saturday, June 18
PRISMA on the Beach

Food booths open at b, music starts at
6 pm. Wilingdon Beach. Free!

Tuesday, June 21

Kids’ concert & fun fair

6:30pm, Evergreen Theatre. Free by dona-
tion. Tla'amin Elder Doreen Point reads a
traditional story with music Sonia Zagwyn
reads the story of Scheherazade with
projection and dancer.

Saturday, June 25

Un Charmant Printemps

5pm, Club Bon Accueil. Forest aerialist
circus. Free event. Thai food available. See
ad, right. Everyone welcome, but limited
capacity.

Storytime at the Market

11am. Powell River Farmers’ Market. With
the Library.

Grad parade

5pm, leave from the Beach Gardens.
Parade Route: Joyce Ave to Manson Ave to
Cranberry Street to Poplar Street to Ash
Ave. The parade ends at Dwight Hall where
the grads will to go Prom!!

Wednesday, June 29

SD47 last day of school
before Summer Holidays

Friday, July 1

Canada Day - City celebrations
3-10:30 pm, Willingdon Beach. A day filled
with live local entertainment, games and
activities for all ages, with a fireworks
finale.

SOME SUMMER DAYCAMPS

Thisis not EVERY daycamp that's happening, but here's a small sample of what to

expect this summer:

Rec Complex
Weekly daycamps, swimming lessons, and
much more. powellriverprc.ca.

gathet Art Centre
Art camps throughout the summer. ga-
thetart.ca.

Terracentric Adventures
Mountain biking & marine daycamps.
terracentricadventures.com.

School District 47

LEAP outdoor program, Summer Learning
Program for K to 3, Brooks summer school
& more. sd47.be.ca.

Library

The self-directed Summer Reading Club
is back with Junior and Senior bookclubs,
weekly workshops and events. prpl.ca.

Club Bon Accueil
French immersion summer camp. clubbo-
naccueil.com.

Texada Aerospace Camp
July 27to 30 only. texada.org.

Academy of Music
Rock Band Camp and Choir Camp. powell-
riveracademy.org.

Swing into
summer with

A New
Dress

Maxi

Mini

Linen
Floral
Bamboo
Rompers
Reversable

Wrap

Sleveless
Formal
Casual

Sun

Fitstoa T

Un
Charmant,

Printemps
Saturday June 25
5 pm - Full

6 pm -RSVP
Club Bon Accueil
5110 Man on Avenue

o]
>

_—

Come be captivated by an
outdoor forest journev of the
y - 1 senses with circus aerialists
from Uerial Edge
Free performance ' ;

Thai Food Availabl
RSVP at clubbonaccuei]
ve one Welcome - Limited C

i A
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POWELL RIVER

HEARING

Hear to make a difference in your life.

Shannon Formby, RHIP

Registered Hearing Instrument Practitioner

Rechargeable and Non-Rechargeable options
BRAIN HEARING TECHNOLOGY
Start hearing what you’ve been missing.

4794B JOYCE AVENUE (604) 485-0036
WWW.POWELLRIVERHEARING.COM

Trom juicy burgers to the

finest steak, feel thee thurill,

of the grill with deals o
your BQ faved

save@foods |

Powell River: 7100 Alberni Street
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LEARN, LISTEN & SHARE

Wednesday, June 1

Open Mic Roundtable

- Possible Name Change Process
7to 10 pm, Evergreen Theatre. The pur-
pose of these sessions is for us to listen
to you. We want to learn directly from
city residents and Tla'amin citizens about
how this project impacts you and what
your thoughts are on the possible name
change project. Note: Speakers'list is full
from previous registration.

Friday, June 3

An Author Reading

with Tanis Helliwell

7pm at the Library. Prolific local self-ac-
tualization writer Tanis Helliwell will
present her new book Good Morning
Henry-an in-depth journey with the body
intelligence. To register contact Mark at
mmerlino@prpl.ca

Friday, June 10

Memories of the Mill

7pm, Museum. Come to the launch event
for the ‘Memories of the Mill,"a commu-
nity memoir project, including access to
photographic resources from the Archives
and memoir writing support from the
Library.For information contact Mark
mmerlino@prpl.ca. See more on Page 36.

Saturday, June 11

Cambium Blue -Life in a Small BC
Resource Town

2 pm at the Library. Author Maureen
Brownlee presents her new powerful novel
about the heart of a small BC lumber town
that is struggling with an uncertain future

afterits only sawmill is shuttered. For in-
formation or to register mmerlino@prpl.ca

What is Old Growth Forest?

with Janet May

Tpm, meet at the start of McGuffie Creek
Trail across from the Willingdon Beach
Campsite on Marine Avenue. Weather
permitting. A recording will be available to
watch online a week later. S5. To purchase
tickets, you can use the online checkout,
pay by phone at 604-485-2222 or pay with
cash at the museum.

Saturday, June 18

gathet Cooks Together

2pm at the Library. Local author Elena
Martin will present her new educational
cookbook gathet Cooks Together that
provides information about how our daily
food choices can impact our climate. Forin-
formation contact Mark mmerlino@prpl.ca

Tuesday, June 21

Kindness Circle - National
Indigenous People’s Day

6:30 to 9pm, tiskWat. See Page 37 for
more.

Monday, June 27

hehewsin Circle

7to 9pm, gathet Art Centre. Come to-
gether with other gathet residents for a
talking circle to share feelings, thoughts,
questions and challenges in support of
each of us finding good ways forward

to decolonize, be allies to the Tlaamin
People and cultivate true reconciliation in
this area. hehewshincircle@gmail.com to
RSVP or for more info.

OUTDOORS, FITNESS & SPORTS

ToJune 3
GoByBike Week

Wednesday, June 1: afternoon celebration
station at Monks on Marine. Thursday,
June 2: morning celebration station at 32
Lakes on Marine. Friday, June 3: wrap-up
party: Townsite Brewing. All times TBA.

Saturday, June 4
BC Trails Day 5K hike

10am, starting in Wildwood.
For details, see Page 50.

80s Fitness Throwback:
free class

9:15t0 10:15 at the Rec Complex. See
powellriverprc.ca for more!

Sunday, June 5

Bike Safety Rodeo

1Tam to 1pm, First Credit Union parking
lot. For kids aged 4 to 12, bring your bikes
and helmets and have fun learning about
bike safety. You could win a bike or a hel-
met! Sponsored by Rotary.

Monday, June 6

Summer registration opens for
the Rec Complex
See ad on Page 2, and powellriverprc.ca.

Saturday, June 11

PR Sports Hall of Fame Banquet
See ad on Page 48. S60.
Hap Parker Arena.

Island Series Disc Golf Tourney
Sunset Park. See more on the
gathet Disc Golf Club Facebook page.

June17to 19
BC's Family Fishing Weekend

Fish for free-no licenses needed to fish in
fresh or saltwater. See gofishbc.com.

June 24 to 26

Thichum Cup Ball Hockey
Tournament

4 on 4 with 14 man rosters, Round-robin.
Entry fee $150. Basic hockey rules, no
offsides, no contact. Pay out for the top 3
teams. See the FB event page for more.

Men’s Malaspina Golf Tourney
Myrtle Point Golf Club.
See myrtlepointgolf.com for more.

Saturday, June 25

Un Charmant Printemps

5pm, Club Bon Accueil. Forest aerialist
circus. Free event. Thai food available.
See ad on Page 43. Everyone welcome,
but limited capacity.



PRISMAS back for it's 10-year celebration
No more couch piccolo

BY ANDY RICE

his month, the Pacific Region
International Summer Music As-

sociation (PRISMA) Festival &
Academy will celebrate its 10th sea-
son. Dozens of daily and nightly music
events are set to take place between
June 13 and 25, offering a thrilling
classical music experience for people
of all ages.
To whet the appetite for what’s
to come, here are some highlights of
PRISMA through the years:

2013 - The dream lives on...

From the embers of Symphony Or-
chestra Academy of the Pacific (SOAP)
came the first-ever PRISMA Festival, in
2013. “What a miracle we pulled it off,”
recalls artistic director and co-founder
Arthur Arnold. “There was an orches-
tra, indeed, and it was good!” Even in
its infancy, PRISMA was able to draw
star power with an appearance by ac-
claimed South Korean violinist Soy-
oung Yoon, who played Tchaikovsky’s
Violin Concerto in D major with the
Pacific Philharmonic (now known as
the PRISMA Festival Orchestra.)

2014 - Battle of the
million-dollar violin

If you think Coca Cola and Pepsi are
a contentions comparison, try Stradi-
vari and Guadagnini — makers of two of
the most valuable, beautiful-sounding
and sought-after string instruments on
earth. One of the highlights of PRISMA
2014 was a spontaneous comparison
— on stage, mid-concert, at Arnold’s
behest — between Herbert Greenberg’s
1685 Stradivarius violin and Soyoung
Yoon’s 1773 ex Biickeburg Guadagni-
ni violin. (For the record, Yoon’s other
instrument happens to be a 1710 King
George Stradivarius, so don’t get any
ideas about brand loyalty...)

/

\
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Are you new? Here's
a PRISMA explainer

PRISMA is unique to Powell Riv-
er-the brain-child of local celeb
music man Arthur Arnold. Until
recently, Arthur spent half his year
conducting the Moscow Sympho-
ny Orchestra and half his year here
in gathet, cello-bombing COVID
vaccine clinics and more, and or-
ganizing PRISMA, among many
other activities.

PRISMA is a two-week destination
pre-professional intensive for young,
classically-trained musicians. They
study individually with masters, and
perform for the community over
nine special concerts-some free
and some ticketed.

In other words, for locals, it's a
chance to hear live symphonies,
chamber music and more, made
relevant under Arthur’s thoughtful
hand.

From the Website: PRISMA draws
over 5000 concertgoers from
BC and beyond to daily musical
events, symphony and chamber
music concerts, master classes
and student recitals. The PRISMA
Festival Orchestra, the highlight
of the festival, performs four full
symphony concerts.

PRISMA's 2022 orchestra program
will  feature Rimsky-Korsakov's
Scheherazade, Bartok's Concerto
for Orchestra, and great master-
works by Boulanger, Mozart, Smet-
ana and more, charismatically led
by artistic director Arthur Arnold.
Our esteemed Guest Artists are
members of some of the world's
leading orchestras, such as Berlin
Philharmonic, Royal Concertge-
bouw Orchestra, LA Philharmonic,
Montreal Symphony, Vancouver
Symphony, and more.

v

PRISMA CONCERTS & EVENTS

Tuesday, June 14

Lafayette String Quartet

7:30 pm, Evergreen Theatre. Enjoy the
works of Haydn and Mendelssohn-plus, a
world premiere by co-composers Nicole
Mandryk and Leila Lustig.

Wednesday, June 15

Concert Competition Semi-Finals
7:30pm, Evergreen Theatre. Free by
donation. Selected students will per-
form their concerto with piano for the
international jury and an excited festival
audience.

Two finalists will be announced during the
Gala Opening Concert and will perform
with the PRISMA Festival Orchestra at the
Gala Closing Concert and Sail to Sympho-
ny Concert.

Thursday June 16

Beethoven's Belated Birthday
7:30pm, Evergreen Theatre. Hear our
2022 Guest Artists and the PRISMA
Festival Orchestra as they celebrate
Beethoven's belated 250th birthday, and
Mozart... just because. This concert will
be a musical sampler of all that PRISMA
has to offer.

Friday, June 17

Sounds of day and night

7:30pm, Evergreen Theatre. The PRISMA
Festival Orchestra plays Boulanger, Mo-
zart and Rimsky-Korsakaov. Arthur Arnold,
Conductor. Edwin Kim, Piano.

Saturday, June 18
PRISMA on the Beach

Food booths open at b, music starts at

6 pm. Conductor Arthur Arnold. Soloists:
Carla Leurs, violin; Hung-Wei Huang viola;
Edwin Sungpil Kim, piano. Cyndi Pal-
len-Welcome Song; Drew Blaney-COVID
Song; Drew Blaney-PRISMA 10 Song.
Movements from: Mozart-Symfonia Con-
certante K. 364 Mozart - Piano Concerto
No. 20 k. 466 D Minor Rimsky-Korsa-
kov-Scheherazade John Williams-Theme
from Schindler’s List and more...

Tuesday, June 21

Kids’ concert & fun fair

6:30 pm, Evergreen Theatre. Free by
donation. Tla'amin Elder Doreen Point
reads a traditional story with music.Sonia
Zagwyn reads the story of Scheherazade
with projection and dancer.

Thursday, June 23

Forbidden Music Regained

7:30pm, Evergreen Theatre. Guest artists
and select students will inspire your imag-
ination through a host of unique collabo-
rations that bring rare works back to life.
Enjoy beautiful works by oppressed Dutch
composers including Lex van Delden, Rosy
Wertheim, Ignace Lilien, Leo Smit, Henri-
ette Bosmans, and Jan van Gilse.

Friday, June 24

Bohemian Reflections

7:30pm, Evergreen Theatre. Hear works
by Smetana and Bartdk. Plus, the thrilling
final round of our Concerto Competition
and the announcement of our 2022 grand
prize winner!

Saturday, June 25

Bohemian Reflections: Sail to the
Symphony Matinee Concert

1:30 pm, Evergreen Theatre. Hear works
by Smetana and Bartok. Plus, the thrilling
final round of our Concerto Competition
and the announcement of our 2022 grand
prize winner!

Throughout PRISMA

Masterclasses and

Limelight Concerts

Limelight Concerts will feature both
students and guest artists in unique
configurations, playing the music that
excites them the most. From solo tuba to
chamber music ensembles, each 30-min-
ute concert will be curated by a different
member of the PRISMA Festival Orchestra
or Guest Artist roster. S5 daily admission
(free for youth and pass-holders)and take
place at the Evergreen Theatre.

Daily noon-8, closed Wed

ine on our
D seatS),

Lingcod or salmon (Gluten free!)
With Kennebec fries, coleslaw & housemade tartar, $22

Now open 6 days a week!

604 483-2201

theboardwalkrestaurantpowellriverlund.com
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2015 - Commemoration
from air, land and sea

The free community event now
known as “PRISMA on the Beach” used
to be called “A Celebration of the Sens-
es” and the 2015 instalment commem-
orated 70 years since the Liberation of
the Netherlands by Canadian Armed
Forces. World War II veteran Fred Gen-
dron (1925-2017) fought as a member
of the Queen’s own Rifles, 3rd division,
and was in attendance at the event.
Audiences were treated to an airborne

AT e s 5 Y Rt
6797 CRANBERRY ST ¢ RIVERCITYMINIEXCAVATING.COM * 604-483-6366

.

FOR A FREE ESTIMATE
CALL RIVERCITY MINI EXCAVATING!

Hydroseeding « Retaining Walls « Drainage
Excavation « Site Preparation « Trenching « Backfilling
Driveways « Water, Sewer & Storm Repairs « Snow Removal

avercity Mg,

spectacle involving the Fraser Blues for-
mation flying team, as well as a grand
finale performance of Tchaikovsky’s
1812 overture complete with cannon-
ade supplied by the Canadian Navy.

2016 - International
connections

During the penultimate concert
of the 2016 PRISMA Festival, Arizo-
na-born percussionist Trevor Barroero
was crowned the concerto competition
winner. The prize was an invite to Rus-

LTD
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PRISMA FESTIVAL

When: June 14 to 25

What: Free and ticketed concerts
by dozens of visiting pre-professional
musicians.

Where: Mostly at the Evergreen The-
atre. PRISMA at the Beach June 18 is at
Willingdon.

Tickets & full info:
Visit www.prismafestival.com.

sia to play timpani with the Moscow
Symphony Orchestra, where Arnold
was music director from January 2012
until his resignation in March 2022.
“Hearing Tchaikovksy’s Romeo and
Juliet, the timpani so proudly pres-
ent in the Great Hall of the Moscow
Conservatory, itself named after the
composer, I could only smile,” recalls
Arnold. “Though, it might have been
on the loud side!”

2017 - Emotional
performance

In her first appearance at PRISMA,
Canadian soprano Lauren Margison
was the guest soloist for Strauss’ Four
Last Songs. Arnold still remembers
the orchestra musicians being over-
come with emotion during that per-
formance. “There was a magical mo-
ment on stage where we all got tears
in our eyes,” he says, recalling the line:
“And my soul, unobserved, will float
about on untrammeled wings, in the
enchanted circle of the night, living a
thousandfold more deeply.”

2018 - The universal
language

One of the most outstanding guest
appearances in PRISMA history un-
doubtedly came from Hungarian-born
musician Méaté Sziics, who at the time
was principal viola with the Berlin
Philharmonic. The musical connec-
tion was palpable, with a kinship on
display for all to see. “Playing togeth-
er was seemingly effortless —the same
musical language,” remembers Arnold.
“What an inspiration he was for the
students.”

2019 - An on-stage
switcheroo
Sometimes the most unorthodox

solutions garner the best results.
During a conducting masterclass in

2019, Arnold’s two students were hav-
ing a little trouble leading the soprano
soloist while still allowing her a sense
of artistic freedom. “Everything kept
slowing down, making it rather im-
possible to sing,” he reminisced. “So,
they switched places and the conduct-
ing students sang the aria, the soprano
conducted the orchestra, and after that
everything fell into place.”

2020 - PRISMA on the Couch

“Who knew we would be success-
ful as TV producers and announcers?”
laughs Arnold, referring to the late-
spring 2020 pivot that led to the first
10-episode season of PRISMA on the
Couch. (He didn’t know it at the time,
but the series would return in 2021 for
additional episodes as well.) This trip
into the archives unearthed hours of
footage from past performances and
coupled it with newly-recorded educa-
tional and interview content, all host-
ed from centre stage at the Evergreen
Theatre. To this day, re-runs continue
to air on Shaw Spotlight, Channel 4.

2021- Some strings
attached...

With the pandemic still affecting
events worldwide, organizers knew
that the 2021 festival would need to
be adaptable to any and all scenarios.
In the end, a hybrid model was used as
PRISMA offered in-person masterclass-
es and performances for small groups
with a much larger audience joining
online via livestream. The absence of
an orchestra freed Arnold up to be able
to trade his conductors’ baton for a cel-
lo, joining the Lafayette String Quar-
tet on the Evergreen Theatre stage for
a performance of Schubert’s String
Quintet in C Major. A rare treat!

2022 - The orchestra
returns

“Musicians need an audience, not
just a camera and microphone,” says
Arnold. “That incredible sense of
connection through music only hap-
pens when being together in the
same space.” Fortunately, the current
COVID-19 situation is such that PRIS-
MA will once again be able to welcome
80 international students to form the
PRISMA Festival Orchestra. Under the
tutelage of 23 world-renowned guest
artists, many of whom will be featured
in additional chamber music concerts
throughout the duration of PRISMA,
you won’t want to miss this trium-
phant return to a full-scale festival
model. “L



CAMPGROUNDS ARE OPEN

Haywire Bay Park Shelter Point Park
Open for camping until September 26. Open year-round.
$25 per unit/night. No reservations. $25 per unit/night. No reservations.
Caretaker: Morgan Huxter, 604-483-1097 Caretakers: Kara Fredrickson & Chris Andersen, 604-486-7228

DAY USE PARKS Explore
Craig Park Open year-round. Tennis courts, 18-hole disc golf, play

Palm Beach Park  Open year-round. Tennis courts, bandstand, playground. th
e beauty
ground and scenic trails

Call to book the basebal'l fields or soccer pitch. ! n y0 U r

Klah ah men Open year-round. Gazebo with bandstand.
Lund Gazebo Park own
Access to park services and amenities may be limited during this b aC kya rd
time. Parks and campgrounds are operated following the
guidelines of the Provincial Health Officer. an d See k

Owned and managed by the qathet Regional District

For directions and booking info call 604-487-1380
or visit www.qathet.ca

adventure

close to
. home.
Q

| 'qathet
¥ REGIONAL DISTRICT

202 - 4675 Marine Avenue
Powell River, BC V8A 2.2
604-485-2260
operations@qgathet.ca

Q/
@ qathet.ca



letes that have shone on the world, national and
local stages.

The second induction of great local athletes into
the Powell River Sports Hall of Fame will be tak-
ing place on June 11 at the Powell River Recreation
Complex.

The following is a list of the 2022 inductees:

Brad Bombardir was an NHL player and Stanley
Cup champion.

Marion Borden (deceased) was a sprinter in the
1930s and 1940s who held provincial and nation-
al records.

Tristen Chernove was a Paralympian who won four
medals and has 13 world championships to his
name.

Scott Glaspey built the Powell River track club into

qathet region has produced some incredible ath-

Hall of famers 2022

one of the top in BC, and he also coached Olympi-
an Connie Polman Tuin, a sports hall of fame in-
ductee in 2019. He was also a Team Canada coach.

Larry Gouthro Sr. (deceased) taught hundreds of
local children to play baseball to a high standard.

Doug Ladret was an Olympic figure skater, compet-
ing in two Olympic Winter Games.

Larry Louie, former soccer player, was an excep-
tional athlete, and is a natural leader and mentor.

Debbie Massullo is a world champion curler.

Jesse Newman is a former Canadian Football League
player and two-time Grey Cup winner.

Powell River Regals 1997 team won the Allan Cup,
awarded to the best Canadian Senior AAA hockey
team.

Tickets for the induction are on sale at TAWS and

the Powell River Recreation Complex. “IL

Electrical Upgrades
Renovations

New Construction
Audio/Video Installs

FOXTROT ELECTRICAL SOLUTIONS LTD.

Generator Connections
Car Charging Stations

Iy
W

604.414.3929 .. your car charging 5 PO
FoxtrotElectricalSolutions.ca % station. -7y Business P T T

Going electric? Foxtrot can
help you choose and install

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
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POWELL RIVER
FARMERS’ MARKET

SATURDAYS 10:30-12:30

MEAT
BREAD & PIE

ARTISANS

SUNDAYS 12:30-2:30

604.414.3327 | 4365 McLeod Rd.

POWELL RIVER WOMEN IN BUSINESS

WQMEN
7 YEAR

'V

\
Get your

tickets
now online!

11th Annual
Women of the Year

Awards Dinner:
June 22, 6-9 pm at Town Centre Hotel

For the 2022 Awards, there are four categories:
e Outstanding Business Owner of the Year
e Outstanding Employee of the Year
e Outstanding Home-Based Business Owner of the Year

e Outstanding Volunteer of the Year

We look forward to celebrating the
accomplishments of the amazing and awesome
women in our community again this year.

Tickets for the awards dinner are available

now at prwomeninbusiness.com

Go to the events tab and click through for details and
to pay by credit card or e-transfer.

Powell River B

women in busmess

prwomeninbusiness.com
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ALL GROWN UP NOW: Left, Mary James and Les with the Adams family’s high-achieving children-Rose, Gracie, Janice, Maureen and, the now-Dr. Evan Adams

(see Page 36), who were students at Assumption (photo 1968). Right, the six teaching nuns arriving from Malta (1961).

WHAT'S UP « EVENTS

Assumption celebrates 60 years

Assumption School is proud to celebrate its
60th year! Founded in 1961, our Grade 1 to 7 school
was first led by six Missionary Sisters of Jesus of
Nazareth.

Sister Petronilla worked tirelessly to improve the
school. It took a lot of hard work and many sacrific-
es on the part of the Sisters to help make the school
what it is today.

We’ve grown to offer an academic program for
students in Preschool through Grade 9 and continue
to be committed to excellence in education. As an
independent school, we have the freedom to incor-
porate additional elements into our learning envi-
ronment, such as our focus to foster positive spiritual
development in our students.

We are a part of the Catholic Independent Schools
of Vancouver Archdiocese, which provides us a net-
work of professionals and support. Catholic and
non-Catholic families alike choose our school for the
warm and supportive family-like atmosphere. We
encourage you to join us, meet our teachers, view
our campus, and see what we have to offer.

The 60th year celebrations include:

Aged to Perfection: Wine and Cheese
To celebrate 60 years, Assumption School will
be hosting “Aged to Perfection”, a wine and cheese

night! This event will take place on June 3 at 7 pm.
Tickets are $30 each and are available at Assump-
tion School and Rectory, as well as at Massullo Mo-
tors. All proceeds will go to our Bridget Bigold Tui-
tion Fund.

Assumption Presents: Kevin Luty Magic

Please join us as we celebrate our 60th year! We’re
hosting a magic show that’s open to all in the qathet
region to enjoy! The show is on Saturday, June 4
from 10-11 am. Tickets are $10 each and are avail-
able at Assumption School, Rectory, Massullo Mo-
tors and The Peak office.

Assumption’s 60th Anniversary Carnival

Come one, come all! Assumption School is excited
to welcome the entire qathet region to our school car-
nival on Saturday, June 4 from 11 am -2 pm! We'll
offer 20 free tickets to every child, and additional
tickets can be purchased for $1 each.

The fun includes: bouncy castles; traditional car-
nival games; face painting; the Travelling Llamas;
concession; so much more!

~ Angela Bennett

Get on the SCT for BC Trails Day

At 10 am on Saturday, June 4, the Tla’amin Nation
and PRPAWS (Powell River Parks and Wilderness
Society) will celebrate BC Trails Day with a free,

(" “he nosad & lfe.”- Jack Kerouac
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£ O
g 9
(]

g £
m.
® o
S @
—

52
L 5
Ll

5 @
o T
)
s 2
T o
S O
o .=
a 3

F
Q
(@)
~
o
N
N
T
SQ
(o)

50 . June2022 - gathetliving.ca

Photos courtesy of Assumption Catholic School

family-friendly 5K hike, intended to introduce new
hikers and new community members to the Sunshine
Coast Trail.

Held each spring on the first Saturday in June,
this day draws attention to hiking trails and encour-
ages folks to experience nature first-hand. Since
1992, hiking associations and nature lovers world-
wide have adopted the date to showcase local trails.

« Saturday, June 4 at 10 am. Rain or shine. Wel-
come by Tla’amin Hegus John Hackett and Eagle
Walz, PRPAWS.

* Meet at the Sunshine Coast Trail access point in
the community of Wildwood. From Lund Street at
the corner of Wildwood Public House take Suther-
land Avenue to the end. Go right onto Wolfson
Street to the parking area. Note: Parking is limited.
Please do not block driveways.

« Hike will be roughly 5-kilometers total distance
out and back on rolling terrain and easy-moderate
trails through Tla’amin Traditional Lands to Little
Sliammon Lake.

« The high point of the gentle trail is about 1.5 km
from the start—and a natural turnaround for those
whose time is limited.

« Participants are encouraged to wear appropriate
clothing and footwear and bring water and snacks,
and to pace themselves and smell the aromas.

« Hike will be moderated by Eagle Walz and Keith
Laughton of PRPAWS. “L
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Concert, new plaque salute
Kathaumixw - gathet’s
flagship music fest

the Powell River Academy of Music. A totem
pole displays all the winners of the Kathaumixw
“Choir of the World Award!”

Since 2018, a western red cedar totem pole, cre-
ated by Tla’amin carver Craig Galligos, has been
permanently installed at the Academy. At over three
metres (10 feet) tall, topped with an eagle, its impos-
ing presence greets visitors at the building entrance.
Below the eagle sits a frog, and at the bottom an
orca supports the three. Now, brass plaques of the
winners of Choir of the World from every year of
the International Choral Kathaumixw since the first
festival in 1984 have been installed on the red cedar
base.

During the festival, choirs compete in various age
and style categories. First place winners from these

A CELEBRATION OF KATHAUMIXW

When: Saturday, June 4.1:30 pm and 7:30 pm.

Along-envisioned project has come to fruition at

What: Academy choirs and the Powell River Chorus will
keep alive the spirit of the festival as they perform favour-
ite songs from the festival repertoire at this special event.
Due to ongoing effects of COVID-19 the International
Choral Kathaumixw festival has been postponed to 2023.

Where: James Hall, at the Academy of Music

Tickets: Powell River Academy of Music, 7280 Kemano
St. Mon- Thurs 9:30 -4:30 or call 604-485-9633; or buy
online at www.powellriveracademy.org.

competitions perform during the Awards Ceremony
and at this concert, a Choir of the World winner is
chosen. The winner is announced at the Gala Closing
Concert.

In 2014, a totem pole was awarded for the first
time for the Choir of the World recipient. It was de-
livered to the St. Stanislav Youth Choir (conducted
by Damijan Moc¢nik) in Ljubljana, Slovenia. In 2016
a second totem pole even taller than the first was de-
livered to the Wah Yan College Kowloon Boys’ Choir
(conducted by Lesley Ka-Hei Chan) in Hong Kong.
Since then the cost of delivering totem poles around
the world has become prohibitive, so the permanent
totem was carved and installed at the Academy.
Smaller carvings are awarded to winning choirs to
take home.

The totem pole initiative attracted more choirs to
attend the festival. It further strengthened our con-
nection between the Tla’amin Nation and the festival
that has existed since Kathaumixw began three de-
cades ago. “IL

Choir of the Warld at Kathaumixw
T el b Cof o e

e o rmancas
P e Ve g B adamis e Conc.

EAGLE, FROG, ORCA: On a newly-installed plaque
on this pole’s pedestal are the winners of each Kath-
aumixw Choir of the World Award going back to
1984.  Photo courtesy of the Powell River Academy of Music

Remember
last summer?

Heat Dome

Record
Temps

{ACRRRRRRRY

|

Long
drought

Danby 9,000 BTU Portable
Air Conditioner, fan & dehumidifier

Get on the list before they’re gone!

SAUron

service & supply

604 485-5611 - 4703 Marine Ave

aaronservice.com - sales@aaronservice.com

A Thought For The Day N

“Turn all your thoughts
to bringing joy
to hearts.”

~ Bahd’'i Teachings

604-483-9749

Daily runs to Savary Island e Charters serving Savary
Island & surrounding areas, including Sunshine Coast
Trail e Phoneforreservations ® Phone hours 8am-5pm

ERANSMISSIONISBECIALIS
land{scimuchimore!,
L ACK POINT

Latest diagnostic
equipment saves you
TRANSMISSIONS LTD.

time and money

20 years experience

604 487-9602

A regular transmission service

keeps your transmission healthy. T:

Full mechanical repairs
Nation-wide guarantee

When was your last service? (/7
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From PR Hospice & the Sunshine Gogos
Our Most ‘Artfelt’ thanks

Art from the Attic was another great success in
May - not just as a fundraiser. It reunited a painting
with its BC home, repatriated birch bark biting art
to the Metis community, and much more.
Thank you to the donors and volunteers!

Final pieces are still available at:
facebook.com/Gogosandhospice

YOUR NEW
OLD FAVOURITE

Try our new frozen A&W Root Beer®

d Partnership

200 Cals

BRE\I)\

Open at 6 am, 7 days a week
4696 Joyce Ave * 604-485-6277

TAKE A BREAK

A Remedial Summer Solstice

lestial happenings leads us along a medicinal

path through the stuff of life, and depending on
what we need most, we can either revel in what is
present or feel into what is coming.

Here in the Pacific Northwest, after a long wet
Spring, Summer Solstice,
the longest day, offers a
much needed energetic
height to the year, full of
first day of Summer in-
spirations to pull us out
of a soggy wetcoast daze.

By the time the heat
sets in and we feel Sum-
mer’s intensity deep in
our bones, we can al-
ready see the days are
rapidly shortening, so
those of us seeking re-
lief can sense it is truly
coming. Harvest celebra-
tions like Lughnasadh
and Lammas, slowly ease
hot weather lovers into
accepting Autumn’s approach with time still left to
soak up more warmth.

After half a year of active growing and outward
focus, Winter invites us inward to cultivate restful
ways until we are ready to engage again.

Nature offers us an excellent map to follow. If we
consider June as leading us to a fullness of expres-
sion, the buzz of activity and full bloom wakefulness
around us becomes a potency we can apply to all
manner of mundane things in a way that feels me-
dicinal to our soul.

When we ritualize our daily doings, we deepen
feelings of meaning, purpose, and connection. If life
feels full of chaos and tangled webs, spending time

Observing seasonal celebrations and cyclical ce-

Something for

Every Body!

Sized tops from cup Ato G

Beachwear « Hats + Sunglasses
Sunscreen - Sunless Tanning

Simp

BRONZE

Tanning & Swimwear

swedish follow us
Australian  beauty @simpbbronze
Gold. 604-485-4225

DESIGNER SKIN @ ﬁ simplybronze.ca
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RETURN
T0 REVERENCE

bringing order in reachable ways such as combing
hair, spinning wool, tidying house, or undoing knots
can sooth like a salve.

If a project or intention has stalled, feeling into
these Summertime energies may renew vigour for
the task. Wild swimming or outdoor sleeping quick-
ly establishes connection
with the elements, while
foraging and preserving
not only keeps us in this
full Solstice abundance,
but also lends feelings
of security with a nod to

times ahead.

Including formal annu-
al celebration or ceremo-
ny to recognize times like
Solstice, invites a sense
of rhythmic time keep-
ing. Like a touchstone,
it anchors us into the
stages and ages we move

through. It provides
thresholds to purposeful-
ly cross.

With many honouring this time before us, and
knowing many will continue to, we may feel part of
the great web, taking up a thread spanning from the
past leading to the future. This can be a wonderful
remedy for feelings of disconnection, or of time pass-
ing without our engagement, and to bring a sense of
something more to life.

With life force at its highest expression, the ques-
tion becomes, what can we do to foster the feelings
we need most right now?

Juliette Jarvis offers card readings, shamanic ses-
sions, medicine gatherings, and immersion programs
online and in-person. Find her at 3FoldBalance.com and
ReturnToReverence.ca “IL




TAKE A BREAK
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Can you find the following words from this issue in the puzzle above?

ASSUMPTION GRAY NAZARETH
BIDDING HEARING NEWMAN
BOMBARDIR ILLIAD ORCHESTRA
BORDEN IMMIGRANTS PRINCIPALS
CARRIAGE KATHAUMIXW PRISMA
CHERNOVE LADRET REGALS
COPPER MASSULLO SALMON
GERRY MAYOR SOLSTICE
GLASPEY MEMOIRS SUMMER
GOUTHRO MILL TRAILS
GRAD NATURE

NU TREND DESIGN 3D Pesignallows

David Tauber our clients to see

604 344 0009 0 L) I
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permit applications!
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herbs and curiosities
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FREE Estimates

Certified Tradesmen e All Types of Roofing

ROOFING & SHEET METAL

(604) 485-0100

www.nelsonroofing.com n

gathet’s Top Academic School B

“Wonderful teachers, wonderful
atmosphere and excellent [
teaching and education system.” &

- Loretta Hanson

ASSUMPTION
Catholic School

Registration is open
Kindergarten to Grade 9

AlS

Contact us today for a no-pressure

f assumpschool.ca

tour with the Principal: 604-485-9894

POWELL RIVER

ACADEMY

OF MUSIC A CELEBRATION OF
KATHAUMIXW

CéO%C@ ves Saturday, June 4, 2022

James Hall o $20

Repeat performances
at1:30&7:30 pm

|

TICKETS Academy Box Office
| 7280 Kemano St
604 485-9633
on—Thur
am-

demy.org

At midnight,
in the month of
June, I stand
beneath the

mystic moon.
- Edgar Allan Poe

Townsite Public Market, Lower Floor ¢ 11 to 5 Tue to Sat
owlandbearpr@gmail.com * 604-413-4064 f
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Knitter's Nest
in the Townsite Market

Tue-Sat 11am-4pm

604°413°4116

Enjoy clean, unencumbered workflows

[
R—

n -
27” Apple iMac
Discontinued by Apple
Available at PR Macs

Clearing out 2014 & 2015 models
starting at $899!

Open 10am-5:30pm
Tuesday—Friday

\MACS;

Only the Best
Used Macs

604 578-1320
4691 Marine Avenue
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We're finally do

ng the good work of

tending to the deceased of 2020 and 2021

Gray’s celebration of life. He died last summer, but

his memorial service was delayed due to COVID.

I was grateful to be part of Gerry’s celebration. To
talk to his children, to hear stories about him as a
father, a naval officer, and a passionate volunteer
with inclusion Powell River.

I hadn’t thought about how important these gath-
erings were until COVID hit and we couldn’t hold
them. During the pandemic, as I read the obituaries
of those I knew who had passed, I felt an overwhelm-
ing sadness that I couldn’t remember them with
friends and family. Social media just isn’t the same.

Some obituaries promised memorial services at a
later date, when it was safe for us to gather. In the
meantime, loved ones felt like they were holding
their breath as they tried to deal with the loss on
their own. Now some of those celebrations of lives
are taking place, finally.

I met Gerry (pictured above)
when I began working for the
Powell River News in 1993. He
was a long-time columnist (and
former editor before working
for the mill). Gerry used to pop
into the newsroom at the News
every now and then. We’d chew
the fat and so began our friendship. When I started
Powell River Living in 2006, many of my journalist
friends volunteered to write for me, Gerry included.

Over the years he wrote dozens of stories for this
magazine. We had a habit of going out to lunch ev-
ery now and then. It was during these one-on-one
times that I got a better sense of who Gerry was and
what made him tick.

As I sat at a computer at the museum reading old
Powell River News newspapers, I was struck again by
how Gerry’s column connected this community and
brought the past to life.

This hit home for me when I married into the
Southcott family in the early nineties. My husband’s
father died many years earlier so all I had was stories
to get a sense of who he was. When I came across a
“Dateline Millsville” column by Gerry about my late
father-in-law Bert Southcott, I felt a better sense of
who he was.

“Death of a fighter: Another community stalwart
has left the local scene with the passing last Sun-
day evening of Bert Southcott. How can one describe
the loss to our municipality? How do you use words
to describe Bert such as scrappy, hard hitting, fair,
tenacious, without using the very same cliches he
detested when he was actively working towards the
betterment of this community?”

And then Gerry dove right into a time when Bert

In May, I was asked to speak at the late Gerry

LAST
WORD

ISABELLE SOUTHCOTT

got members of the Cranberry Ratepayers together
(and faithful scribe Gerry Gray) on a rainy Satur-
day to prove or disprove Fred Parsons’ allegations
that the Haslam Lake dam was in danger of breaking
and the subsequent flood would overflow Cranberry
Lake. Gerry went into great detail how they slogged
through the rain and mud for hours as Bert worked
on his report. “So there we have Bert Southcott, the
terrier who got his teeth into a problem and wor-
ried the solution out of it. His whole life was charac-
terized by that feature of his personality. His single
mildness of purpose in all he undertook, whether it
was preparing a committee report for the Cranberry
Ratepayers or organizing the ground department at
Millsville, he was consistent,” Gerry wrote of Bert.

That beautifully written column of Gerry’s intro-
duced me to my late father-in-law all those years
ago; it was a gift that I've never forgotten.

When we share stories about loved ones and
friends, we connect
with each other.
As T looked around
the room at Ger-
ry’s celebration of
life and listened to
his daughter Cathie
speak about a trip up
the Sunshine Coast in her dad’s convertible with the
top that wouldn’t close in the pouring rain, I saw
people nodding and smiling. For a moment, we saw
and felt Gerry, bigger than life, in our midst.

I remember the last time I picked Gerry up for
lunch. He and Kay had sold their house on Mani-
toba Avenue by then and Gerry had moved to his
new place close to Quality Foods. Gerry didn’t have
much of an appetite, he was 91, and I could see he
was slipping away. The next time I saw him he was
in hospital and then COVID hit.

Gerry may be gone but he’s not forgotten. It has
been said that a man is not dead while his name is
still spoken and that we are only truly gone when we
disappear from the memories of those who loved us.

If this is true, then Gerry and all the others we lost
in the last few years are still with us. When I come
across a story written by Gerry or when we have
a conversation and the name of someone we lost
comes up, they rise again in our hearts and minds.

Funerals and celebrations provide assurance and
acknowledgment to loved ones about how the de-
ceased’s life mattered; how they impacted others.

Death creates vacancies in our lives. Funerals and
celebrations of life provide a kind of reality that
allows us to grieve together and by doing so, they
bring about a closure that so many of us have des-
perately missed during COVID. “L



POWELL RIVER

4750 JOYCE AVE. 604-485-2791

Spring has arrived, and it’s
time to think about moving
your living space outdoors.

RONA is here to help you
with ideas and advice to
find the best solutions.

A A AN

EVERYTHING Gas Grill Charcoal Grills Smokers Pellet Grills Accessories Covers

YOU NEED FOR YOUR N SV
OUTDOOR COOKING

DISCOVER ALL OUR COLLECTIONS AT RONA.CI&
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