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Van Anda Days
Looking back at Texada’s history

Listening to wood
Dan Minard: A real guitar hero

Texada’s kayak queen
Dianna Vaughn at home on the water

Where to Eat, 
  Where to Stay 
    & What to Do

     Your guide to Powell River
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If you have any 
further questions,

please call

Michael Stewart 
604 487-1456

Climate Action Dividend Cheques

WHY?

WHEN?

WHERE?

WHO? INFO?

Go to any local bank and ask to deposit your funds 
into the Powell River General Hospital Foundation 
account. Income tax receipts will be mailed to all 
those who make a donation.

�e cheques have arrived! You can
deposit at any time you choose.

Every person who has filed for income tax in BC for 
2006 or 2007 will receive a $100 cheque in the mail. 
If you think you should have received a cheque and 
have not, visit www.smartchoicesbc.ca

Why does donating to the CAT Scan campaign 
affect climate change? �ink of the fuel we’ll save not 
having to drive long distances to get CAT scans in 
other communities!

Nestled among the quiet pines
with views to Malaspina Strait, 

Texada Island and Vancouver Island.

Deluxe Oceanfront Rooms
Full facility Marina

Liquor Store/Weight Room
Fishing, Dive and Golf packages available.

~
New Seaside Restaurant & Pub

The “Savoury Bight”
(604) 485-0996

(604) 485-6267 www.beachgardens.com 1-800-663-7070
7074 Westminster Street, Powell River BC V8A 1C5

 
 604 485-4823

We’re renovating to bring you a 
fresh new store.

In the meantime, we’re providing you 
the same great service, products and 

prices you’ve come to expect.
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Sound. He splits his residence between a 
float cabin on Powell Lake and a city-folk 
condo in Los Angeles. Contact him via his 
website at: www.PowellriverBooks.com.

SeAn PeRCy is a Powell 
river native who started his 
career with the Powell river 
News in 1990. Since then, 
he has held positions in 
most areas of the newspa-
per industry. He returned to 
Powell river after a stint in Hay river, NWt.

wenDy ThoMAS is an 
adult educator who, after 
numerous hops across 
Canada, has found a 
home in Powell river with 
her family. She enjoys 
the variety of community 
groups the area has to offer and the warm 
and welcoming residents.

RogeR whiTTAkeR is 
safety manager at 3 Leaf 
Contracting, writer, digital 
videographer, husband and 
an idea man.

kiM BARTon-BRiDgeS is 
with Success by 6 and has 
been tasked with fundrais-
ing for and interim coordi-
nation of the orCA Bus. 
She is also involved with 
Understanding the early 
Years Initiative.

gARy gRieCo of texada 
Island is a freelance writer, 
avid reader, sailor, and mo-
torcyclist. He is family man 
married to his childhood 
sweetheart, and had suc-
cessful careers in big busi-
ness, and owned a real estate company. All the 
while Gary pursued his passion for writing.

CARol hAMilTon has 
lived in Powell river for 
most of her life and spent 
20 years working in the 
tourism industry promoting 
Powell river. She is married 
and has four children and five grand children.

wAyne lUTz is the 
author of the Up the Lake 
books which focus on the 
regional geography and 
people of coastal BC from 
Jervis Inlet to Desolation 
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THE AFFORDABLE USED CAR LOT
We accept all competitors’ customers
If we can’t get it, you don’t need it!

We accept Visa and MasterCard

Dear Powell river Living,

thank you for the articles you write for this 
magazine. I have enjoyed them all. the one 
in the may issue topped the list. It was about 
looking at the positive and brighter side of 
things. I am blessed to have a friend exactly 
like that, and I strive to do the same, but some 
folks just make it seem easy. thank you for 
your uplifting style. Keep up the good work!

Nancy Scheck

Dear Powell river Living,

my name is Leanne and I grew up in this town. 
I love your magazine. I have read it on and 
off for the past two years. I wish it had been 
a regular feature when I lived here before my 
high school graduation. thank you.

Leanne Gahan
A favourite swimming hole on texada 
Island. texada celebrate its history this 
month, with van Anda Days. We have a 
look back at its history, and a few other 
texada stories, starting on page 22.

Photo: Isabelle Southcott
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Fine Jewellers since 1976

DARE TO COMPARE
Quality, Service & Value
604 485-6555

Expert Craftsman 
Jewellery & watch repair on premises

CROSSROADS VILLAGE

Osca can also repair or modify 
your old jewellry into into a new, 

customized piece. Bring it in and we 
will be happy to discuss the options.

Ask to see our selection of 

 for women and men

�inking of asking her?
Let Osca help you choose 
the perfect way to say it

$3,000,000

2,000,000

1,000,000

500,000

$3,000,000

2,000,000

1,000,000

500,000

Pass the Hat for the CAT
The goal is to have Powell River’s CAT Scan bought and operational 
in 2009. POWELL RIVER LIVING supports the Pass the Hat for the 
CAT campaign. We will keep you updated on the progress. In the 
meantime, can you help?

TOTAL AS OF 

1 July 2008

$905,000

To make a donation, please mail your cheque to Powell River General Hospital 
CAT Scanner Campaign, 5000 Joyce Ave, Powell River, BC, V8A 5R3

Foundation Office

welcome to Powell River

By Isabelle Southcott

Isabelle Southcott, Publisher  •  isabelle@prliving.ca

My first trip to Texada Island was a camping trip just months after I moved here to 
work for The Powell River News in 1993. There was and still is something about 

that special island that calls to me. It is one of my favourite local get aways.
This issue focuses heavily on Texada Island, specifically, Van Anda, a community 

that was born long before Powell River. The area is steeped in history and its colourful 
past drew attention to it more than once.

Texada writer Gary Grieco initiated the Texada project in this issue of Powell River 
Living and we’re glad he did because it takes an islander to write stories about the 
island he calls home.

There’s a lot happening on Texada this month. Van Anda Days on July 12, the Fly–In on 
July 13, Sandcastle Days in August. Grieco has written passionately about Van Anda’s 
history and has produced a wonderful profile on one of the island’s many characters, 
canoeist/kayaker Diana Vaughn. Besides being an intrepid outdoors woman, Vaughn 
also happens to be the mother of Kim Miller, manager of the Powell River Chamber of 
Commerce!

Dawn McLean’s heartwarming conversation with two English as a Second Language 
students provides insight into their views on Powell River, while Roger Whittaker ex-
amines the heart of Dan Minard’s guitar-making workshop. Associate publisher Sean 
Percy takes readers along on a dive to Octopus City. These are the kinds of things that 
make Powell River such an interesting place.

If you are a visitor to Powell River, welcome! We hope you enjoy your stay and have 
a chance to sample some of our fabulous cuisine at the area’s many restaurants and 
cafes. If you happen to fall in love with Powell River, don’t fight it, just let it happen. 
I’ll tell you a little secret, many of our residents came here as visitors and ended up 
falling in love with this glorious community!

Powell Riverites are known for being friendly welcoming folks and we love nothing 
better than to share our beautiful community with others. There is so much we are 
proud of that it is difficult to know where to begin. The scenery, the amenities and of 
course the people. I hope you enjoy your visit and if you are looking for a new com-
munity to call home, please consider Powell River. We are the best community in BC; 
stay a while and you’ll see why! 
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4493 JOYCE AVE    POWELL RIVER, BC    PHONE 604 485-7981    WWW.MASSULLOMOTORS.GMCANADA.COM

SALES
SERVICE 

PARTS

Southcott   Communications

Isabelle Southcott
tel  604.485.0003 604.483.1786

www.prliving.ca

 
 

Perfect Food
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Home Town Service, Worldwide Presence
4545 Marine Ave
1.877.485.2742

604.485.2741

www.remax-powellriver-bc.com
email:  remax-powellriverbc@shaw.ca

POWELL RIVER
Independently Owned and Operated

We use environmentally-friendly 
water-based paint.
GO GREEN.

4487 Franklin Avenue   4   604.485.7676   4   pinetreeauto@shaw.ca

A tale of two immigrants
Welcome to Canada

By Wendy Thomas

Powell River welcomes Alice Huang and Monika Spak, two 
immigrants who have fallen in love with the area and now 

call it home. They have been taking English as a Second Lan-
guage at Vancouver Island University (formerly Malaspina Uni-
versity-College). Recently they sat down to answer questions 
from their instructor, Wendy Thomas, about their past, present 
and future.

Wendy: What is your background?

Alice: I lived in Tai Shan City in the province of Guang Dong in 
China. Tai Shan is a city bigger than Vancouver and is made up 
of ten suburbs, like ten mini cities. I worked for six years as an 
accountant at an electrical company.

MonikA: I am from Miskolc, which is the second biggest city 
in Hungary. I worked as a nurse there for 20 years, the last ten 
were as a respiratory nurse.

Wendy: Why did you come to Canada?

Alice: My husband’s brother and daughter had just moved 
to BC, and my husband’s sister lives in Vancouver. We moved 
to Red Deer, Alberta, when we first arrived in Canada. My 
husband had a job there as a cook and I went to school learn-
ing English.

MonikA: My story is very interesting. I had been correspond-
ing with a Hungarian man named Tim who lived in New West-
minster. Through the computer we learned a lot about each 
other. We wrote for a half a year and then Tim came to Hun-
gary to meet me. He invited me back to Canada for a visit and 
I ended up staying.

Wendy: How did you decide on Powell River? 

Alice: A friend in Red Deer, Dan-ni Tseng, had just bought 
the Sky Dragon Restaurant at the Crossroads Plaza. She en-
couraged my husband Heping and me to join her and work 
there.

MonikA: Tim had seen Powell River photos on the computer. 
He was looking for a place to retire and suggested that we live 
in Powell River. We came, we saw and we moved into an apart-
ment within two weeks!

Wendy: What were your first impressions of Powell River?

Alice: I liked the 
ocean and the feel 
of the air. It is fresh 
and not too dry. I 
also loved the moun-
tains. Right away I 
found the people so 
friendly.

MonikA: It is a 
small town, but 
it is very big. The 
many lakes and lit-
tle mountains add 
so much. Tim and I 
love to explore and 
have discovered 
many natural spots 
in the area.

Wendy: What do 
you like the most 
about being here?

Alice: I like the fact 
that you can pick up 
oysters so easily here. In China, oysters are so expensive. I could 
eat oysters every day here! As well, I love that Powell River is so 
relaxing. It is easy to get things done.

MonikA: I like everything! My city was busy and crowded with 
buildings and houses. Powell River is very nice.

WElcoME to cAnADA: New to Powell 
river and Canada are monika Spak (left) 
and Alice Huang.
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604 485-2512
4739 Marine Ave, Powell River NOW OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK!

‘As usual the unusual’
A STORE PACKED WITH PERSONALITY!

4683 Marine Ave, Powell River, BC
(604) 485-5356

Carpet, Lino, Blinds, 
Laminates, Hardwoods 

& Area Rugs

Wendy: What is the most difficult part of moving here?

Alice: My Powell River allergies! I sneeze for most of the year. 
But that is nothing compared to missing my family in China. I 
talk to my mother, Mei Dan Ma, every night.

MonikA: It’s the same for me. I miss my mother Margit and 
daughter Timea terribly. And sometimes the rain is depressing. 
But, when the sun is out, I cannot be sad.

Wendy: Since you are both still learning English, you must 
have had some funny or embarrassing moments in Canada. Can 
you think of one?

Alice: When I first arrived in Canada, my friend took me 
to a casino. They are very different in China, and I was 
amazed. I needed to find the restrooms and I asked one of 
the casino employees, “Where is the wass oom?” Of course 
he didn’t understand me. I repeated my question to many 
people, “Where is the wass oom?” I had to search every-
where to find it myself!

MonikA: Because Tim is with me around town, I have my own 
personal translator. But in English class, I have to answer ques-
tions. I will feel under a time pressure and answer the questions 
quickly. Then late at night when I am thinking about my day, 
I will remember my answers from class. I will think about any 
mistakes I have made. I am so embarrassed then.

Wendy: And now, when you two think of the future, what do 
you see?

Alice: I would love to live in Powell River forever. I think it is a 
great place for seniors. It’s senior city! Right now I work really hard 
at the Sky Dragon Restaurant, starting at 11 a.m. and finishing at 9 
p.m. But even though I am tired, I know my future is brighter here. 
It seems as people get older in Canada, life gets better.

MonikA: Right now we are enjoying Tim’s retirement. But I am 
ready to get back to work. I miss working as a nurse. I would 
like to continue studying English and get back to my career. 
That would make life in Powell River perfect. 

Environmental Arboriculture

ZHENYA LEWIS
604 487-0796

Jane & Terry Boulanger

Are you just starting your career or retiring early? 

Work at something you enjoy!
CARPENTRY 

AUTOMOTIVE SERVICE TECHNICIAN – (including Hybrid, 
 Parts, Service Writer, Inboard/Outboard & Outboard options)

CULINARY ARTS

WELDING LEVEL C
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By Isabelle Southcott

A life lesson from 
the rocky beach
I was lying on the rocks on the beach just below the Seawalk 

one warm Sunday afternoon not long ago and this peaceful 
feeling that all was well with the world washed over me. My 
eyes were closed, my ears were open; I could hear my children 
and their friends laughing as they built a fort in the tall grass 
above me. A gentle ocean breeze blew over me; the sound of 
the waves as they lapped up against the shore was music to my 
ears. I could hear the faint trickle of a stream from somewhere 
not far away as I dozed off. 

Minutes, maybe even seconds later, I awoke with a start. My 
overactive brain was making a list of all the things I should be 
doing. It took a bit of willpower as I fought the temptation to 
jump up and start doing something rather than nothing and 
just being. What was I doing wasting time, a little voice in-
side my head my chastised me. Wasting time? I replied. What 
could be more important in life than being with my children 
and enjoying this paradise I call home. This paradise we call 
Powell River.

A snatch of conversation between the boys, a gull squawking 
overhead, and my son’s Nova Scotia Duck Toller asking that his 
stick be thrown for the umpteenth time are important moments 
in life. They are every bit as, no, more important as the “to do” 
list at home. 

I pulled myself back to the moment so I could enjoy life as it 
was, as it is, and not how it will or might be. The only constant 
we have in life is change and all we can be sure of is now, so 
today is a gift to celebrate.

When children are creating and inventing something, such 
as a fort, they can be remarkably focused. Without adult super-
vision or interference, my two boys and a friend were having 
a great time. It was unstructured play at its finest. They were 
working together, solving problems, coming up with new ideas. 
They were a team.

Times like this are good lessons for the future. There is 
no “I” in team. We work together. In many ways children 
working on a project or adults working on project for lei-
sure or work are similar. Lessons we learn as children about 
teamwork will carry us through life and we will use them 
time and time again. In order for one member of the team 
to succeed, we all have to succeed. It takes a group effort to 
build a great fort. It takes a group effort to raise children. It 
takes a group effort to do many of the most important things 
in life.

The sooner we learn the value of working together, the better 
off we are. When we work together the most amazing things 
can happen. Be it families, organizations, businesses or commu-
nities, groups that work together are stronger than those who 
don’t.

Anyhow, that’s how I see it from the rocks on the beach! 
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Call Now For A Personal Evaluation
We have programs for:

4-5 yrs.
6-8 yrs.

9-13 yrs.

Alternative Transportation

By Emma Levez Larocque

How do you get to work? If you’re like 
most of us, you jump in your car and 

drive there. But as fuel prices soar and 
the state of the environment becomes in-
creasingly pressing, a growing number of 
people are considering whether that’s the 
best idea.

Cars are expensive, in more ways than 
one. The gasoline we need to fuel them 
will empty wallets quickly, and when we 
look at the damage their emissions are 
doing to the earth, it’s impossible not to 
see the havoc they are wreaking.

But we all drive. How can we NOT use 
our cars? We need them every day — to get 
to work and back, to visit our friends, to 
take our kids to school, to do groceries. 

Think about this scenario. If you woke 
up tomorrow and there was no more gas-

oline — none, not a drop left to buy for 
any price, how would your life change? 
How would you survive? Would you 
lose your job? Would you stop going to 
school? Would you have to move? Would 
you have to give up events and hobbies 
that you love? How would you cope? How 
would you manage? 

There are, of course, other — non-
motorized — ways for us to get around, 
biking and walking being the two most 
prevalent. We have become entrenched in 
the age of the car. Our lifestyles are fast-
paced and busy. We have jobs, school, ac-
tivities, lunch dates — and we can’t do it 
all without the use of a car. You may not 
be able to stop using your car completely, 
but you can almost certainly cut down on 
how much you use it. By planning your 

week and practicing “trip chaining,” you 
may be able to do without your car one or 
two days a week. 

As far as cities go, Powell River is small, 
but it’s relatively spread out, which can 
make it difficult for people who live some 
distance from their place of work. Still, 
it’s not impossible — it just takes a shift in 
the way you think about things. Instead 
of saying, “I can’t do that — it’s too incon-
venient,” think about what you can do.

Jonathan Lyster lives about five ki-
lometres away from his place of work. 
A couple of years ago he decided to 
get out of his car and onto his feet or 
bike a few days a week. He planned 
his week out so he could do errands 
on set days, and on days when he 
didn’t need his car, he ran or biked to 
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The Ultimate

CHALLENGE

Are you a 
GUITAR HERO 
LEGEND? Prove 

that you have the 
ULTIMATE 

SHREDDING skills in 
Powell River’s First 

Guitar Hero Challenge! 
Qualifying rounds will 

be held on the 
following dates:

The battle for 
the title of 
Ultimate 

Guitar Hero 
will take place 

LIVE on a 30 foot 
screen during First 

Credit Union’s 
2nd annual 

‘Movie 
Under the 

Stars’ event, 
Aug. 15th

at Larry 
Gouthro 

Park!

No charge ~ All ages welcome ~ 
Great prizes, including a 

GRAND PRIZE iPod touch! 
Email marketing@firstcu.ca 

for more details!

July 1 ~ 7-10 pm 
~ Willingdon 
Beach

July 4 ~ 12-3 pm  
~ Credit Union 
Parking Lot

July 26 
~12-5 pm 

~ Seafair, 
Willingdon 
Beach

Aug 2 ~ 12-3 pm 
~ BC Day Picnic, 
Willingdon Beach Financing available with $0 down

7239 Duncan St quality@prcn.org

“OUT THE DOOR”
ATV PROMO

Instant
Rebates

up to $1200

Grizzly 550 F1 EPS
Poised to Dominate the 

Mid-sized engine class

and from work. Two years later, he’s 
still committed.

“It was a way for me to get into — and 
stay in shape,” Jonathan says. “I became 
healthier for it, and it is a great way to 
wind up before the day starts, and wind 
down again after the workday is over. It’s 
a great stress management tool, and I feel 
good about using my car less.”

There are definite advantages to us-
ing non-motorized transportation, but 
in today’s world, that’s not practical 
for a lot of people all the time. But even 
in small towns like ours, public tran-
sit systems are improving and increas-
ing in flexibility, car share programs 
are forming and rising in popularity, 
and alternative, efficient vehicles are 
becoming more prevalent. There are 
several hybrids already on the mar-
ket — and completely electric cars are 
also becoming available. Go to www.
businessweek.com and search “electric 
car” for a story about the THINK Ox, 
an affordable electric car soon to be on 
the US market.

Some ideas for using your car less:

1. Make a commitment to use an al-
ternate mode of transportation to do 
something you regularly do at least 

once a week. Make your goals realis-
tic so you can stick to them, and be 
sure you leave yourself enough time 

so this commitment does not become 
stressful.

2. Instead of driving to the place you exer-
cise, exercise right from home — get on 
your bike and go for a bike ride, or go 
for a walk or run from your doorstep.

3. Combine your errands. If you plan and 
organize your week, you can reduce 
the amount you need to drive to get 
things done.

4. Walk or bike to school with your kids 
instead of driving them. The fresh air 
will start their day, and yours, off on 
the right foot.

5. When you go to town and have several 
stops to make, park somewhere central 
and walk to all the places you need 
to go, instead of driving from place to 
place.

6. Carpool to work or events when there 
is more than one person going the same 
way. Share the price of gas so everyone 
benefits.

7. Take the bus.

8. Make it fun! See how many days in a 
month you can go car-free and reward 
yourself and your family for record 
months. 

RUnS & RIDES: Jonathan Lyster rides his 
bike or runs to work regularly. It’s a good 
way to stay in shape, and it reduces the 
number of times he uses his car in a week.
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HOURS

lunch
Monday through Saturday 

12 til 3

dinner
Wednesday through Saturday

5 til 9

late night nosh 
& desserts

Friday and Saturday
9 til midnight

4623 Marine Avenue
Powell River

Beautiful
British Columbia

V8A 2K2

bemusedbistro.com

Living locally...artfully.

604-485-4298

Enjoy cool summer breezes. 
Keep your home true to your vision 

with RETRACTABLE Phantom Screens. 
�ey’re custom fit by professional 

installers for sliding patio, double french 
& front entry doors & windows.

Dave Antle  485-3040

www.phantomscreens.com
Russ & Winifred McKinnon

Explore Desolation Sound in style
aboard the 58-foot Swan Spirit!

Enjoy unforgettable scenery
and a fabulous meal.

Now booking for Summer 2008 
Singles, couples and groups welcome! 
~ Fully licensed
~ Gold card, group and kids’ rates
~ 3 to 6 hour cruises

Reservations & schedules call 604 414-0474 or
info@lundhotel.com lundhotel.com/packages.html

A passion for paddling
Five go to international outrigger canoe events

Rain, wind and sleet don’t stop Sue Milligan, Jan Walker, Marc Lavertu, Sandy 
Lougheed and Helen Robinson from practicing their strokes.

These five members of the Powell River Outrigger Canoe Society are passionate 
about paddling and will travel to Sacramento, California in July to pit their Outrigger 
canoe skills against the best in the world at the International Va’a Championships.

Milligan is the president of the Powell River Outrigger Canoe Society. She began pad-

dling Outriggers seven years ago at the age of 52. She paddles about three days a week, 
often in an OC1 (Outrigger Canoe for one person).

“We compete all over the lower mainland and Vancouver Island,” she says.
Milligan, Walker, Lougheed and Robinson will compete in the Golden Masters cat-

egory while Lavertu will be in the Senior Masters category.

tEAMWoRk: Part of the crew of the Powell river outrigger Canoe Society at an event at 
the Gorge in victoria.
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4471 Joyce Avenue 
Powell River, BC

www.powellriverhomes.com

 John Zaikow R 604.483.8485
 Janet Alred R 604.414.5994
 Donovan Edwards R 604.483.1461
 Jake Zaikow R 604.414.5063
 Lee-Anne Pattison R 604.483.8126

Call one of our Real Estate Professionals

Take Advantage
of the power behind mls.ca

“This is an international event; there are a lot of pretty strong 
Canadian paddlers,” said Milligan.

Milligan enjoys the challenge of paddling. “It’s one of those 
sports where you will never get the stroke perfect. You are work-
ing on it all the time.”

Each competitor had to qualify to compete but although there 
are five Powell Riverites competing it is unlikely any of them 
will be in the same boat. 

Robin Morrison, club secretary, loves outrigger paddling. “It’s 
a lot of fun and a really good workout. I was quite struck by the 
age group. There are younger teams more athletically inclined 
but the 50 and 60 plus group are quite avid about the sport. I 
started three years ago and I am just finally feeling I am contrib-
uting after three years!”

Morrison says they try to paddle year round. They have 
two launch points, one south of town and one on Powell 
Lake. 

Country Charm for the Home with Vintage Flair

~ Gifts! Gifts! Gifts! ~

MIStY MoRnInG: Sue milligan heads up an outrigger team out for 
a practice paddle.
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CAT Scans can and do save lives
By Isabelle Southcott

What will you do with your $100 Climate Action Dividend 
cheque from the provincial government?

For some folks, it will provide necessary relief to their already 
overstretched budget but for others, the unplanned bonus, isn’t 
necessary in their lives. It is those people that CAT Scan cam-
paign organizers would like to talk to.

“The community has been very generous so far in their do-
nations but we have a long way to go yet,” noted CAT Scan 
campaign volunteer Michael Stewart. “There are many organi-
zations donating or fund raising large and small amounts and 
every penny is appreciated. It would be a great boost if we could 
get Climate Action Dividend cheques donated to the fund.”

If 10,000 people donated their $100 cheque that would be $1 
million dollars, said Stewart.

Three million dollars is needed to purchase a CAT Scan (com-
puter assisted tomography) scanner. This form of x-ray is far 
superior to simple x-rays and can be life altering. For many, like 
Powell River’s Pete Kantymir, it was. 

One day in the summer of 1985, a co-worker told Pete that 
he was “walking like a pregnant cow.” Pete, a 52–year-old mill 
worker, had struggled with back problems for a while. He hadn’t 
suffered from headaches or dizzy spells but he knew he leaned 
to his left when he walked. He hadn’t realized his balance was 
that wonky until his co-worker made that comment.

Pete made an appointment to see his doctor about his back 
but his doctor was on holidays so he ended up seeing a locum. 
The locum, Dr Franklin, did some tests including tapping his 
knees and ankles with a hammer. “When she tapped my left 
ankle she said: ‘You have no reflex in your left ankle,’ and sug-
gested I see a neurologist.” Pete saw Dr Kastrukoff at UBC and 
had a CAT Scan. He was then asked if he’d agree to have a 
second CAT Scan, this time after having a contrast (dye) added 
to his blood. “They did a second CAT Scan and a brain tumour 
showed up.”

A week later Pete had surgery and a non-malignant brain tu-
mour was removed. “I’m thankful and grateful for the CAT Scan 

and to Dr Franklin, Dr Kastrukoff, and Dr Durity, the surgeon at 
Vancouver General. They saved my life.”

Recently, Pete mentioned this story to Dr Pawel Makarewicz, 
chief surgeon at the Powell River General Hospital. Dr Makare-

wicz told Pete that so far they’ve only managed to raise $900,000 
and asked him if he’d mind sharing his story with the public 
with the hope that people would realize how badly we need to 
have a CAT Scan in Powell River and donate to the fund.

If you can help please drop off a cheque to the Powell River 
General Hospital CAT Scan campaign at 5000 Joyce Avenue, 
Powell River, BC V8A 5R3 or contact the Foundation office at 
604 485-3211 (ext 4349).

Some future CAT Scan fundraising events planned include 
First Credit Union’s Theatre under the Stars in August, the RCMP 
ball in October; the Powell River General Hospital Emergency 
Department’s Las Vegas Casino night and the Hospital Founda-
tion’s New Year’s Ball. 

Learn more about: 
 VIU’s First Year University Studies

  Up to $1,000 bursary available

 The Sliammon Archeological Project 
  Meet archeology students from Simon Fraser University

  
  Pizza and refreshments will be provided.

YOU ARE 

INVITED !

cAMPAIGn contInUES: Proceeds from Assumption School’s 
spring fling went towards the CAt Scan campaign. this is just one of 
the many events that have raised money for the CAt Scan.

3-Ton 4x4 Dump Truck, Rubber  
Tracks Excavator & Bobcat Wheel Loader

Brent McClinchey office 604 483-9476 cell 604 414-8495

 

FREE ESTIMATES
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oRCA Bus close to being
On the Road with Children’s Activities

By Kim Barton-Bridges

the Success By 6® Council of Partners 
has taken the lead in developing a 

mobile outreach project that will help 
meet the needs of local families and chil-
dren, and those who provide support and 
services to them. Getting around in our 
spread-out region can be time-consuming 
and expensive and people with kids need 
support in the neighbourhoods where 
they live and play. Powell River’s early 
childhood community partners, includ-
ing Building Blocks 0-5 and Success by 6, 
have been trying to address this gap in 
services. A mobile “hub” of programs is a 
flexible and cost-effective way to provide 
service throughout the region. 

The ORCA Bus will travel from Salt-
ery Bay to Lund including Texada Island, 
bringing information, programs, activities 
and fun to neighbourhoods along the way. 
Parents and caregivers will meet and get 
acquainted. The bus will literally be a ve-
hicle for early childhood development, for 
learning and connecting, and for bringing 
services like early literacy supports, infor-
mation about health and nutrition, pup-
pets, stories and cultural exchange to ev-
ery nook and cranny of our region.

While this concept was initiated four 
years ago, the recent news that School 
District #47 is donating a “retired” school 
bus and the required maintenance for the 
project is welcome news. The School Dis-
trict’s non-profit entity, Powell River Edu-

cation Services Society (PRESS), which 
was formed in collaboration with the 
School District and Klahoose First Nation, 
will be a managing partner in this ven-
ture, while the project itself remains com-
munity-driven. Having the strong support 
from our School District will only benefit 
the program.

We now need to raise friends and funds 
for the important work ahead. Our com-
mittee will be rolling out a plan that will 
include sponsorship programs for busi-
nesses as well as opportunities for com-

munity members to contribute their time 
(reading, singing and telling stories to 
children, baking cookies, preparing nutri-
tious snacks, driving the bus) and talents 
(painting, carpentry, mechanical and elec-
trical work) to the ORCA Bus. Wonderful 
things happen when generations come 
together, and we would like to invite our 
seniors to share their wisdom and life ex-
periences with the younger members of 
the community.

The grounds for investing in our chil-
dren’s earliest years are well-established. 
Research shows that every dollar spent on 
early, enriched opportunities for children 
avoids up to seven dollars later in health, 
social service and justice system expenses. 
According to the latest research on brain 
development, the most critical period of 
a child’s development is from conception 
to age six. Amazingly, 90% of the brain’s 
growth occurs by age five. This is when 
a young child is developing emotional 
and social attachment, language and mo-
tor skills. If a brain is stimulated from in-
fancy, children will learn easily and func-
tion well physically. Early stimulation will 
help a child reach his or her full potential 
as an adult.

This is a very exciting time for Powell 
River. The ORCA Bus project is a wonder-
ful opportunity for us to rally together 
for the benefit of the future contributing 
members of our community!

Take a peek at our prices, starting as low as $10 per blind. 

Ultrasonic cleaning of all kinds of blinds

We clean blinds!

Nu-Brite Venetian Blind Cleaning & Repair
7013 Thunder Bay Street V8A 1E3 | The same building as Thunder Bay Store | 604-485-2919 

Est. 1984

NOW ACCEPTING REGISTRATIONS
PRE-SCHOOL to Grade 9 for 2008/2009

To register or for more information 
please call: 604 485-0006

4368 Michigan Avenue    www.prchristianschool.com

tel:  604.483.3345 We would love to have you join us!
cell:  604.483.1408     www.heathertours.com BC Reg. No. 30400
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E  July 2 – 5 Four Day Casino Trip

 July 18 – 19 JAMES TAYLOR in concert
 July 23 – 24 ‘South Paci�c’
 Aug 1 Filberg Festival
 Aug 5 – 7 
 Aug 10 – 12 A Fair, A Freighter & Sandcastles
 Aug 19 – 21 Paddlewheeler Riverboat Cruise to 150 year-old Fort Langley 

Sunshine Coast Sightseeing Tour
Casino Trip

Gift CertificatesAvailable
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McGregor Building
6910 Duncan Street

Powell River, BC V8A 1V4

Tel 604 485-6291 
Fax 604 485-2913

www.PowellRiver.ca

VISIT www.powellriver.ca FOR MORE INFORMATION

“The City of 
Powell River was 
one of only six BC 
municipalities that 

had budget increases 
below population and 
inflation rates between 

2000 and 2006.”

Report shows City 
living within its budget
Powell River one of six to keep operating spending in line

Mayor Stewart Alsgard was 
pleasantly surprised when 

he saw an article in the Vancou-
ver Sun last month that found 
The City of Powell River was 
one of only six BC municipalities 
that had budget increases below 
population and inflation rates be-
tween 2000 and 2006.

“I just happened to pick up the 
Sun and it fell open to that page,” 
said Mayor Alsgard. “This con-
firmed the consistent, relentless 
approach that we have been tak-
ing with our fiscal management 
plan. It has been a great credit to 
Dave Douglas, Director of Finan-
cial Services and his staff and the 
close working relationship he has 
with Councillor Sandi Tremblay 
who holds that portfolio”.

The Canadian Federation of In-
dependent Business study cited in 
the Sun polled 65 BC municipali-
ties. The CFIB’s first BC Municipal 
Spending Watch report found 
growth in municipal spending to 
be generally out of control. Over-
all, spending in BC municipalities’ 
operational budgets increased by 
36 per cent between 2000 and 
2006 (1.8 times more than the 
20 per cent increase that would 
have occurred if spending had 
been held to population and infla-
tion growth). In dollar terms, this 
is $502 million of overspending 
in 2006 alone. For taxpayers in 
municipalities that have increased 
their operating spending at a rate 
that exceeds population and in-
flation growth, this means an in-
crease in property taxes and fees.

Alsgard said Powell River has 
maintained a strategy of fiscal re-
sponsibility by controlling its oper-
ating spending. Powell River resi-
dents are among the province’s 
3.8 per cent of people who live 
in a municipality that was able 
to keep spending growth below 
population and inflation growth 
between 2000 and 2006.

Tremblay was also pleased that 
The City of Powell River’s operat-
ing budget has remained below 
population and inflation rates.

“A real effort has been put forth 
by finance and Council to provide 
the services the citizens expect at 
the levels they expect, while at 
the same time being fiscally re-
sponsible,” said Tremblay. She 
went on to say “the real test is 
whether it is sustainable.”

There are three areas that will 
determine how your taxes may 
increase. They are: growth, down-
loading and service levels.

Communities such as Surrey, 
which was ranked as the 13th 
worst for controlling civic spending 
in proportion to population and in-
flation increases, has experienced 
extremely rapid growth. “This has 
meant that they had to broaden 
their level of services. The more 
people you have, the more ser-
vices are required and this costs 
money,” noted Douglas.

Downloading is another issue. 
For example, as soon as a com-
munity’s population goes over 
15,000 they have to pay 90 per 
cent of RCMP costs rather than 
70 per cent.

And thirdly, service levels af-
fect taxes. “When citizens expect 
a higher level of service or new 
services, taxes will go up to cover 
any additional costs associated 
with providing the service,” said 
Tremblay. “Services include any-
thing from the basics such as gar-
bage collection, water services, 
sewer services and roads.”

The City of Powell River, which 
was one of only three BC mu-
nicipalities to cut its operational 
spending, began with the reduc-
tion of taxes from Class 4 (major 
industry) and shifting them to 
other classes. “There was recog-
nition by council of the day that 
a heavier proportion of taxes 
was being levied against Class 4. 

Council made a commitment to 
an annual reduction of $200,000 
to major industry.

Council has fulfilled that com-
mitment. This year was the last of 
the five years,” said Tremblay.

Council takes its fiscal respon-
sibility very seriously. “Amongst 
other things we spent many 
hours discussing services and 
how to improve providing those 
services.

The city’s goal is to become 
sustainable but more work 
needs to be done in order to 
reach that goal.

“We still have not addressed 
the state of our aging infrastruc-
ture (storm, sewer, water, roads 
and sidewalks) to the extent that 
we should. On the positive side, 
we have been putting money 
aside for water and sewer infra-
structure.

The city’s pavement manage-
ment plan is another positive 
move toward sustainability. The 
city engaged a consultant to as-
sess all of our roads and create 
a comprehensive program that 
determines the life expectancy of 
each road. Staff uses this tool to 
prioritize annual capital work on 
city roads. While the plan calls for 
an annual expenditure of two mil-
lion dollars the City was only able 
to commit one million dollars.”

The city also puts aside money 
each year to fund the purchase 
of new equipment when the old 
equipment wears out. “We look 
at all the equipment on an annu-
al basis, including maintenance 
records and decide what needs 
to be replaced,” said Douglas.

In this last budget we talked 
about sustainability more than 
any other year, a subject that re-
quires more in-depth discussion 
in the upcoming 2009 budget 
planning sessions” said Tremblay.

PAID ADVERTISMENT
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For Art’s Sake
By Jessica Colasanto

welcome to a cultural “supercluster”
Culture-related jobs a big part of the economy

“over the past several years, increas-
ing attention has been paid to the 

expanding role that culture plays in the ur-
ban economy. Several papers emphasize 
the role of the culture sector for encourag-
ing economic growth, urban renewal and 
improving a city’s quality of life.”

So begins a 2007 Statistics Canada publi-
cation analyzing the proportion of culture-
related occupations in both urban and 
rural workforces across the country. Not 
surprisingly, the larger the city’s workforce, 
the more culture-related jobs it has. When 
these culture jobs make up 
a significant share of the 
workforce, the study desig-
nates that area as a “culture 
cluster,” says the report, 
called Towards a Geogra-
phy of Culture: Culture Occupations Across 
the Canadian Urban-Rural Divide. What I 
found interesting, though, is that we’re right 
in the middle of a so-called “supercluster” 
formed by the lower third of Vancouver Is-
land along with the entire Sunshine Coast.

Since supporting our local artists by buy-
ing their work is a sure-fire way to contrib-
ute to our city’s economic growth, it’s great 
news that there are numerous opportunities 
for you to do just that this summer.

A brand new gallery has opened at 
4710 Marine Avenue. Studio 3 is a work-
ing studio for artists Joyce Furness, Lee 
Mackenzie and Alexene Silver. Alexene 
paints vibrant, whimsical acrylic paint-
ings often with a heavy musical influence; 
Lee explores wet-into-wet techniques, the 
transparency of watercolour, and the un-
predictability of water media; and Joyce 

uses both acrylics and watercolours in her 
tranquil seascapes. Studio 3 will be open 
by chance or by appointment; you may 
stumble upon it when one of the artists 
is there working, or wander past when 
they’re open for a special occasion—if so, 
be sure to stop in and see what’s happen-
ing. They will have contact information 
visible and are available if interested par-
ties would like to get in touch with them 
when the studio isn’t open.

If you’re out and about on Marine, there 
are other interesting studios and galleries to 

visit as well. You may have seen the Ideas 
booth at the Home Show, which offered a 
serene glimpse into the artistic creations of 
woodworker Don Bowes and metalworker 
Harvey Chometsky. Their gallery at 4660 
Marine Avenue displays pieces in wood, 
copper, and mixed media.

The Artique, at 4722 Marine, is a suc-
cessful collective of artists offering a broad 
selection of local art, fine craft, handmade 
art cards and gift ideas for every taste and 
budget. April White’s Wind Spirit Gal-
lery at 4643 Marine showcases her paint-
ings and serigraphs reflecting the cultural 
landscape of her Haida First Nation roots. 
And keep an eye out for the Local Loco’s 
sandwich board pointing you down the 
path toward 4692 Willingdon; a music 
and arts café is always a welcome respite 
when you’re out on a gallery walk.

Of course there’s no reason not to ex-
pand your loop; our entire peninsula is 
filled with studios and galleries. Luke 
Raffin’s Sunrise Gallery, conveniently lo-
cated in the Town Centre Mall, showcases 
his own originals and prints as well as by 
many other local artists. 

Alfred Muma knew that the arts are 
good for the economy when he orga-
nized the first Powell River Studio 
Tour in 2005. The Studio Tour is a two-
day event designed to make our local 
art community accessible to you in a 

casual, inviting, and re-
laxed atmosphere. This 
year it takes place on Au-
gust 23 & 24 from 10 am 
to 5 pm; plan your per-
sonalized tour using their 

free guide package and experience the 
diversity and excellence of our art com-
munity. If you’re going to miss the tour, 
don’t forget that many of the artists on 
the tour open their studios to the public 
on a regular basis — check with them at 
www.powellriverartists.com.

Another annual summer art event is 
Art in the Park, when many of our estab-
lished and emerging artists set up displays 
at Willingdon Beach. This family-friendly 
event lasts all day and takes place on Au-
gust 16 & 17; it’s a perfect way to meet 
a wide variety of artists all in one place. 
Email artintheparkpowellriver@shaw.ca  
for details.

Take some time to patronize our local 
artists this summer — you’ll be helping to 
nurture Powell River’s quality of life, and 
you will no doubt enjoy it! 

R

Powell River
Independently Owned and Operated

4545 Marine Ave, Powell River, BC V8A 2K5
 Bus.  604 485-2741 • Cell: 604 483-8248
 Res: 604 485-6061 • Fax: 604 485-2781

Email: dandevita@remax.net
www.remaxpowellriver.com

Dan DeVita
Sales Associate

On Premises Wine Making

Visit us at our convenient location in Crossroads Village

604.485.7775

“Born at Squatter’s Creek Wines,
Raised in Your Glass”

Featuring RJ Spagnals Award Winning Wines

[S]upporting our local artists by buying their work is a 
sure-fire way to contribute to our city’s economic growth
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Robin’s Donuts

4280 Joyce Ave, Powell River, BC
Tel: 604 485-5033 
We’re famous for our great coffee 
and delectable donuts, but we offer so 
much more, including new grilled 
paninis. Choose from varieties such 
as chicken pesto, roast beef and 
horseradish, ham and Swiss and 
more. Grab a steaming hot bowl of 
soup, too!

Bakewell’s Restaurant

Open: 7 am – 4 pm, Tuesday to Sunday

Dig into real, homemade style food. 
Breakfast is served all day, with 
bread and treats baked fresh daily. 
Try a macchiato, cappuccino or a 
latte, all made with organic, fair 
trade, shade-grown coffee. Fresh 
ingredients, real food, all served in 
a relaxed atmosphere.

Eagles Landing Bistro  
  on the Waterfront

A spectacular view of Malaspina Strait and soaring 
eagles is  outdone only by the scrumptious food here. 
Choose from light bistro fare, an entree from the 
extensive dinner menu, or just sip a glass of wine, a 
margarita, a bellini, a strawberry daiquiri or a cold beer 
on the patio lounge. Don’t miss the delectable seafood 
choices, and our selections of steak toppers. Relax and 
join friends and family as you enjoy waterfront dining.

The Shinglemill Pub & Bistro 
Where locals bring their guests

Since opening its doors in 1986 on 
scenic Powell Lake, the Shinglemill 
Pub & Bistro has upheld its reputa-
tion for great food from its extensive 
menu. The restaurant offers fine din-
ing inside or out on the deck with 
views of the surrounding mountains 
and lake, plus the more casual pub 
and bistro area downstairs.

5th Avenue Bistro

Weekdays: 8 am – 2 pm / Dinner 5 pm 
Sat Brunch: 9:30 – 2 pm / Dinner 5 pm 
Sun Brunch: 9:30 – 2 pm / Closed Mondays

Dine in Madame Loukes’ living room & 
experience a piece of local history. Special-
izing in Seafood, Fish & Chips & Ribs. 
Breads & desserts baked fresh daily. 
Tues: All-U-Can-Eat Fish & Chips 
$3.99 Bacon & Eggs 8 – 9 am weekdays 
and 9:30 – 11:30 weekends

Starvin Marvin’s

Mon – Sat: 7 am – 2 pm / Sun: 9 am – 2 pm

Looking for fast, friendly service in a 
warm, cozy atmosphere? Come down to 
Starvin Marvin’s Cafe, centrally located on 
Marine Ave. We specialize in traditional 
breakfasts and have the best Eggs Ben-
nie in town! Try our gourmet Saltspring 
Island coffee & our Famous Starvin Marvin 
burger. We look forward to seeing you!

Westview Pizza

Mon to Fri: 11 am – 11 pm 
Sat & Sun: 4 pm – 11 pm

Italian, Greek and Canadian cuisine. 
The original pizza parlour where qual-
ity is first. Ocean view, wireless inter-
net, air conditioned and private dining 
room for parties. Take-out 2-for-1 pizza 
& pasta. Delivery available.

Thaidal Zone Restaurant

Enjoy spectacular ocean views from 
our deck while savouring authentic 
Thai food. Convenient but healthy 
food to go as you catch the ferry. 
Contrary to popular belief Thai food 
doesn’t have to be hot! Licensed. 
Lunch specials every Monday to 
Saturday 11:30 am – 10 pm; Sunday 
4 pm – 10 pm.

Where to Eat
while in the Powell River Region

Powell River has a terrific selection of dining spots to suit 
anyone’s tastes from places to have a quick bite to those 
where you linger over a fine dinner, and everything in 
between. Bon appétit!

Not valid with any other promotional offer. No cash value. Welcomed at the Powell River A&W Restaurant. Price plus tax.

A & W Restaurant
4696 Joyce Avenue, Powell River, BC
Tel: 604 485-6277 / Fax: 604 485-6279
OPEN 6 am – midnight, 7 days a week
Welcome to the Burger Family. 
Enjoy our coffee and a friendly 
atmosphere. We have it all and 
a great breakfast menu seven days 
a week. Eat-In or Drive-through.

Stop by your local A&W and treat your 
taste buds to two delicious Papa burgers 

and your wallet to a great price.
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phone

604 485-0224Manzanita Restaurant

Manzanita is the place to go for local 
farm fresh produce, seafood & Vancouver 
Island non-medicated poultry, beef 
and pork along with vegetarian, vegan 
and gluten-free options. Enjoy our 
ocean view open-air deck while sipping 
micro-brewed organic Crannog ale. 
Check out www.manzanita.ca

Herondell & Breakfast 
Alex & Nancy Hollmann

RR1, Black Point, #29, Powell River, BC

Trails in 40 acres of forests; three 
ponds filled with wildlife; quiet 
spaces in which to read a book, 
or watch the birds. Large, comfort-
able bedrooms, and Alex’s good 
breakfasts. Call Alex & Nancy 
Hollmann for reservations.

Historic Lund Hotel 
Oceanfront at the Gateway to Desolation Sound

The 1905 oceanfront Historic Lund 
Hotel is a fully restored heritage 
property featuring pub and restau-
rant with panoramic views as well 
as 31 guest rooms ranging from 
budget friendly to lavish oceanfront 
boutique rooms. Activity packages 
include Desolation Sound dinner 
cruises aboard a 58-foot catamaran.

PR Harbour Guesthouse 
Across from Westview Ferry Terminal

Tel: 604 485 9803 / Toll free: 1 877 709-7700 

International hostel with fully equipped 
kitchen, private and dorm rooms, laun-
dromat, internet and gorgeous ocean 
views right in the middle of the city! 
The friendliest place for the right 
price on the waterfront in downtown 
Powell River.

Willingdon Campsite

 

Come camp with us by the beach 
with 81 sites from tenting to fully 
serviced RV sites. Open year-round, 
coin operated hot showers, flush 
toilets, laundromat, children’s play-
ground with water park, seniors 
rate. Located downtown.

Beach Gardens Resort & Marina

New oceanfront rooms with private 
decks and an unobstructed view of 
Malaspina Strait. Coffeemakers, hairdry-
ers, high-speed internet and air condi-
tioned. Shopping and golf course just a 
few minutes drive. Enjoy great food at 
the new waterfront restaurant & pub, the 
“Savoury Bight.” See our ad on page 2.

PR Town Centre Hotel

Tel: 604 485-3000 / Toll-free 1 866 485-3001
 

Full service hotel in the heart of 
the city. Air-conditioned rooms and 
suites, restaurant, pub, and banquet 
facilities. Free parking. Close to all 
amenities. Complimentary shuttle to 
and from airport and ferry.

while in the Powell River Region

Where to Stay Campgrounds, bed and breakfasts, hotels, motels, a 
hostel and cabins, Powell River and the surrounding 
area has it all! Whether staying for one night or many, 
we have the perfect place for you to stay!

OPEN 7 AM – 9 PM 7 DAYS A WEEK 

Ridiculously  & staggeringly 

fantastic  for the grill. And introducing 

our Only  

wholesome, organically farmed ingredients.
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Lund Tours

Alpha Dive & Kayak

 

Come explore the ocean, both 
above and below! We offer kayak-
ing and snorkeling camps for ages 
7-12, and Scuba Rangers camps for 
ages 8-13. We also provide dive and 
kayak sales, rentals and lessons.

Wind Spirit Gallery 
HAIDA ARTIST – APRIL WHITE

April's new book now available!

Traditional Northwest Coast mythological 
imagery, cultural portraits & coastal land-
scapes interpreted via a variety of media. 
Realism to surrealism in watercolour, 
screenprints, fabric and argillite carving.

What to Do
while in the Powell River Region

A unique gallery 
featuring

Powell River
artists

4722 Marine Avenue
604 485-4837

Desolation Sound Tours 
  & Summer Programs

info@terracentricadventures.com
www.terracentricadventures.com

Discover your place in the picture with 
our expert guides & activities for all 
levels of experience: Zodiac, kayaking 
instruction and tours, hiking, programs 
for children and youth, custom tours. 
Your chance to explore our beautiful 
marine environment!Graeme Osborne photo
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NEW for Fall 2008!
First Year University Studies

Have a rewarding first year at University  

 

4486 Marine Ave, Powell River 
(Close to the Westview ferry terminal) 604 414-4573
kingfisherbooks@shawbiz.ca or 414-3365

Kingfisher Used Books
“Good used books — great prices!”

Mapping out your future with viU

Starting this Fall, Vancouver Island University, Powell River 
(formerly Malaspina University-College) is offering the Uni-

versity Foundation Program. This is a new program that com-
bines first year academic courses with a student success credit 
course and a community sustainability mapping project. As this 
is very new, we introduce the program here with a Q & A.

How can Powell River students benefit from participating 
in this program?

Students can continue to work part time and save thousands 
of dollars by staying at home for their first year of university. 
Dedicated, experienced instructors are committed to helping 
students learn.

What courses will be offered?
First year university courses will be offered:  Introductory An-
thropology Contemporary; Psychology I and II; College Com-
position; Introduction to Literature; Canadian History before 
Confederation; Canadian History since Confederation; Envi-
ronmental Geography and University 101, a student success 
program.

What financial help is available?
Students enrolled in three or more first year courses are eli-
gible for a bursary. To be eligible for the bursary of up to 
$1000, students must enrol in three courses per semester plus 
the University 101.  Other financial aid avenues are possible. 
Advisors are available for appointments for educational plan-
ning and financial aid assistance.

What is this University 101 course?
University 101 is a new 3-credit course that will be completed 
over two terms, Fall 2008 and Spring 2009.  Students will learn 
the skills needed to be successful in university while working 
on a community sustainability project and participating in the 
evening lecture series.

What is the community sustainability mapping project?
The mapping project is a group project involving community 
research to create a community sustainability map.  The stu-
dents work under guidance of the VIU advisory group and 
use a wide range of research methods — interviews, field-
work, archive research and more — to generate a map that 
will be given to the community to be built upon in future 
years.

The Community Sustainability Project is an opportunity for 
students to get involved with community organizations to 
map out Powell River’s cherished places and irreplaceable 
habitats.

What sensitive places may be included in the mapping 
project?

Historic Townsite, True Bridge, Wildwood Bluffs, Harwood Is-
land, Savary Island, First Nations middens, clam gardens, and 
culturally modified trees are all possibilities.

When will classes be offered?
Classes will be held Mondays, Tuesdays and Thursdays.  This 
gives students the opportunity to work and study on the “off” 
days.

How can students find out more information on the University 
Foundation Program?

There is an information session held at Vancouver Island 
University in Powell River on July 14 at 5:30 pm and the 
campus is open during the summer. Our schedule during 
July is: Monday through Thursday, 9 am – 1 pm (closed Fri-
days). In August it will be: Monday through Friday, 8:30 
am – 4:30 pm.

The Powell River Campus is at 3960 Selkirk Avenue. Call us at 
604.485.2878; or visit the website at pr.viu.ca. 
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2008 Texada Annual Fly-in
By Gary Grieco

texada’s Second Annual Fly-In is 
fast becoming an annual pilgrim-

age for private pilots who “fly in” from 
all parts of BC to swap stories with 
their Texada counterparts. Information 
travels freely and quickly wherever 
there are clubs and small airports.

This year’s fly-in is Sunday, July 13.
“The flying community has its 

own kind of communication sys-
tem, and  the lure of a flight to meet 
with other fliers and aviation buffs 
is always a welcome occasion,” ac-
cording to Doby Dobrostanski, a 
key organizer, and one of Texada’s 
noted artists who has immortalized 
many of Canada’s famous military 
aircraft on canvas. 

What started almost as a spontaneous 
event in 2007 has now developed into 
a well organized machine. Bob Timms, 
President, of T.A.C.T. — Texada’s Arts, 
Culture and Tourism, the community 
organization sponsoring the Fly-In —  
islooking forward to as many as fifty 
private and Government aircraft arriving 
for the week-end get-together at Texada 
Island’s airport in Gillies Bay.

Aviation enthusiasts and the pub-
lic are invited to the Fly-In, which 
kicks off at 9 am Sunday with a 
pancake breakfast inside one of the 
hangars - come rain or shine. The 
day will be jam-packed with eye 
grabbing, aviation oriented displays 
and aircraft, games for the kids, live 
entertainment and an afternoon 
BBQ luncheon at one pm.

Texada Airport History

originally there were four small crude runways 
located in various parts of Texada in the 1950’s. 

The Dougan’s logging operation in Anderson Bay 
carved an airstrip out of the forest, and Jimmy Dou-
gan, who still lives on the property, maintains that 
“with some brushing it would still be serviceable”. 
Cook Bay had a small strip, and just south of mid-
island where the Hydro lines cross over from the east 
side of Texada to the mainland, there was another 
small air strip. These were all associated with log-
ging except for the gravel strip in Gillies Bay, which 
was associated with the Iron Mine located a few min-
utes out of Gillies Bay on the west coast of the island.

The Gillies Bay Airport began with a statement made 
in 1954 by local residents Lloyd Lockstead, Wilf Cuth-
bertson, Dale Fretts, and Cece May saying– “We need 
an airstrip on Texada fella’s. What say we go out and 
find a level area close the chuck that we could sort of 
appropriate for this project.” Well, find it they did, and 
with the help of a couple of old bulldozers they roughed 
out a landing strip that by 1962 was being operated by 
the Texada Iron Mine and called the Texada International 
Airport, complete with an old shed acting as the terminal 
building. Two electrical wires were strung from tree to 
tree from the terminal/shed to Bob Ritchie’s Taxi Service 
in Gillies Bay, and was the lifeline that early flyers used 
when needing a ride into town. Early local aviator, Cal 
Hayes flew his tiny two seater, 65 horsepower, Fleet Ca-
nuck in and out of Texada International and remembers 
how, “We took of and landed off through great swirling 
clouds of dust and gravel.” 

Turnover was high in the Iron Mine and the airport 
was used almost exclusively to fly workers to and from 
Vancouver.  They improved the runway by asphalt-
ing over the gravel strip, extending its length to 2900 
feet and width to 75 feet. The Iron Mine closed in 1976 
throwing miners out of work and the airport quickly be-
coming derelict as Mother Earth tried to reclaim what 
was hers. The final blow fell in 1978 when its Public 
Airport Licence was suspended. But by then the airport 
had become a necessary part of island life, and in 1979 
the community purchased the airport with donations of 
$20,000, and a grant of $25,000 from the BC Air Trans-
port Assistance Program. The runway was cleared, and 
the airport licence was re-instated in 1980.

By 1985 the present modern terminal building was in 
operation with a greatly improved concrete runway, apron, 
and taxi-way through massive community financial sup-
port, equipment, and labour. Burrard Air provided the first 
scheduled service on April 1, 1985, and the town turned 
out with refreshments and goodies. Records show that the 
scheduled three flights a week users were mainly senior 
citizens, limestone quarry workers and gold diggers.

Today, Texada airport is a busy scene, with four new 
hangars, a regular daily passenger service, and numerous 
resident owner/pilots. Several times each month, the large 
yellow and red Canadian Armed Forces Search and Rescue 
aircraft can be seen practicing approaches and landings, 
while the SAR techs out of Comox parachute at the airstrip 
to maintain qualifications and proficiency. 

UP In tHE BlUE: the Fraser Blues precision fly demonstration team will perform 
at the Second Annual Fly-In on texada July 13.

RCMP aircraft will be on display, 
along with their pilots who will 
answer your questions about the 
force and their aviation duties. Well 
known west coast author and pilot, 
Wayne Lutz will be on hand with 
a power point presentation of flying 
in BC. The Texada Heritage Society’s 
visual display about airport history 
will run continuously throughout 
the day for the history buffs. KD 
Air, a commercial carrier and inte-
gral part of the airport’s operation 
with their daily flights between Tex-
ada and Vancouver’s International 
South Airport, will be on hand with 
an aviation exhibit. The Canadian 
Armed Forces Search and Rescue 
may even make an appearance with 
their Canadair Buffalo and new Cor-
morant helicopter. 

The Fraser Blues, a crowd pleasing, 
precision formation flying demonstra-
tion team will wind up the day with 
a demonstration of some of the best 
aviation formations manoeuvres that 
civilian pilots have to offer over the 
“biggest little airport” in the world 
at approximately 2:30 pm. Officially 
formed in 2001, this group of five pi-
lots and four ground crew perform 
more than 35 shows per season. The 
pilots have a variety of backgrounds 
from ex-military to airline captains 
and, like the team, the aircraft they 
use are unique as well. Flying clas-
sic Navions, built by North American 

See  on page 27  
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Texada:
A Rich History

Copper Queen Mine – Circa 1900 Cornell Mine – Circa 1900

Little Billie Mine – Circa 1900Marble Bay Mine – Circa 1900
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A TAle oF Two CiTieS
The rise and fall of Texada City

by Gary Grieco

texada Island, known as “Canada’s most 
precious rock” in the late 1890’s, was de-

clared the richest 25 square miles in British 
Columbia with its twin side-by-side cities, 
named Van Anda and Texada City. These 
were illustrious titles for real estate that 
only few years before had been reported in 
the Courtenay Comox ‘Weekly News’ to be 
a “mountain of rocks, having no flat or ar-
able land except a few small swamps.” 

The excitement started with a fisherman 
named Harry Trim who sailed into Welcome 
Bay in 1871 and recognized iron ore stain-
ing on a hillside that today is the site of La 
Farge’s giant TQL Quarry.  The discovery of 
iron ore, tinged with greed, created a scan-
dal that brought down Premier Amor de 
Cosmos’ fledgling Provincial Government.   

The discovery of precious metals ex-
cites a fever and optimism in all men. 
The 1880’s in Van Anda ushered in an 
unparalleled era of prosperity with gold 
and copper being discovered in the Little 
Billie, Copper Queen, Cornell, and Marble 
Bay mines. Prospectors swarmed all over 
the island locating new claims daily. Some 
had formal titles like The Charles Dickens 
or Commodore, while others were tagged 
with more colourful names: The Loyal, 
Volunteer, Black Prince, and Red Cloud. 

By 1898 mining was king. Van Anda 
was now a city and quickly turning into 

a full-fledged mining camp with the Cop-
per Queen as her pulsing heart, while 
the newly discovered Cornell and Marble 
Bay mines promised fabulous riches.  Van 
Anda began to take on a metropolitan 
appearance, with its two-story boarding 
house, store, mine houses and residences; 
but now she had a rival — Texada City.

Texada City came to life with the devel-
opment of the Marble Bay Mine. Atten-
tion shifted to Sturt Bay, the largest bay 
on the eastern coast of Texada, and now 
the home of the Texada Boating Club. En-
thusiastic plans included the offering of 
lots in the Texada City townsite at $150 
for corner lots, and $100 for inside lots. 
A $5,000 hotel was to be given away in 
a draw from among the 300 paid up pur-
chasers, but no more than 10 or 12 lots 
were ever sold, and the raffle was never 
held. However, the 28-room Marble Bay 
Hotel did get built and this is where most 
of the single miners lived.   

At the outbreak of the First World War in 
1914, the unbelievable word flew around the 
town — the mines were through; they were 
shutting down. It was true, and soon Van 
Anda took on the aspects of a ghost town as 
the miners and their families moved on to new 
opportunities. The twin cities of Van Anda and 
Texada City as gold and copper mining centers 
sank back into comparative obscurity.

Texada City is now but a faded memory, 
and the once rich mines of Van Anda are 
covered and hidden. Take a stroll in the 
early morning mist, and if you concentrate, 
sights of yester-year may appear from the 
corner of your mind’s eye. Hazy visions 
just might materialize of the old Opera 
House, the pretty white Church, or, husky 
bearded miners standing around at the old 
store. A horse-drawn wagon loaded down 
with equipment creaks down the dusty 
main street in ghostly fashion, while a lone 
policeman pauses to chat with one of the 
boys. Lurid posters on the side of a building 
announce the coming of a new dancer to 
Vancouver, along with a special boat sailing 
for the event. The images grow dim, and 
then fade from sight, like the boom days of 
Texada City and Van Anda when they were 
home to over 5,000 people.

Texada Island today remains one of 
the few Gulf Islands with an industry-
based economy and a growing retire-
ment population.

Its natural beauty, three working lime-
stone quarries, a handful of forestry com-
panies, agricultural and small businesses 
ranging from artists to building contrac-
tors, and telecommuting corporate work-
ers and landscapers all contribute to a 
healthy community of approximately 
1,100-plus residents. 

lookInG BAck: top left is the 
van Anda opera House circa 
1900. Below is the van Anda 
Store circa 1908. Centre is the 
first van Anda church in a photo 
taken around 1900. Above is the 
church today.



Powell RiveR living : july 2008 25

Van Anda: Celebrating a Legacy

Texada  scandal 
brought down a government

Iron ore was the precious stuff that first 
drew prospectors’ attention to Texada 

Island after Harry Trim, a whaler, deep 
sea sailor, fisherman, and prospector, rec-
ognized an iron ore stain in Welcome Bay 
in 1871. His subsequent actions resulted 
in the Government of Amor de Cosmos 
being overthrown as a result of one of the 
first Royal Commissions to be held in the 
West. The charge was “that prominent 
members of the late and present Govern-

ment were in a ring to acquire possession 
of Texada Island in a manner prejudicial 
to the interests of the public.” The ‘hang-
ing judge’ Matthew Baillie Begbie was 
part of the commission and defended de 
Cosmos’ involvement.

Amor de Cosmos, a Nova Scotian born 
as Bill Smith, came to Victoria in 1858 
and started the British Colonist newspa-
per. He remains one of BC’s most colour-
ful characters. 

Texada CiTy
1907 tExADA cItY (StURt BAY): marble Bay Hotel and marble Bay mine ship-loading bunkers in background of the photo on the left, taken in 

1907. marble Bay cove is to the right. today, as shown in the photo on the right, texada Boating Club inhabits the space that ghostly miners still 
haunt. All that remains of that by-gone era are the original concrete piers next to the main dock, and a park where the stately hotel once stood.

Ed Blewett married Carrie Van Anda and they 
had three children, Nellie, Ralph Van Anda, and 
Myrtle. Further research is needed in order to 
make a connection to Carr Van Anda.

Ship sinks at dock
At least seven people drowned when the Union Steamship 
Cheslakee sank on Jan. 7, 1913 after taking on water when 
trying to cross to Powell River.

Mystery of the 
Van Anda

Name

Carr Van Anda of New York, was one of America’s 
foremost journalists. It was his name, given to 
Van Anda Blewett, son of Ed Blewett, President of 
Van Anda Copper & Gold Co that was responsible 
for the naming of Van Anda.
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texada Heritage Society gratefully acknowledges the financial support of the Province of BC, the ministry of tourism, Sport, and Art initiatives for the opportunity to Celebrate BC’s 150 Birthday .

Bc celeBRATeS iTS 150Th BiRThdAy

Texada Heritage Society Presents

Van Anda heritage days
Saturday, 12 July 2008 • Van Anda, Texada Island

Van Anda Wharf & Smelter circa 1900

Schedule of Events
11:00 am Opening Ceremonies

 Piper/Parade

 Welcoming Speeches

  Mini-Play – Amor de Cosmos

 Museum Ribbon Cutting Ceremony/Tour

12 noon Tea Garden/Hot Dog Stand

 Toonie Tours/Walking Tours

 Kids Activities

1:30 pm Fraser Blues will demonstrate

 precision flying (weather permitting)

2:00 pm Branch  232 Legion - food/refreshments

Van Anda Main Street c.1900 Lime Kiln heritage site Marble Bay Hotel — Texada City c.1901

Heritage Society Van Anda Day Organizers Pioneer Mary Gussman Norm MacLean at Texada Museum
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A new building is coming 
together on one of Texada's 

most visible corners, putting a 
new chapter in one of Texada's 
longest-running organizations.

Texada Island has been served 
by a Credit Union since Texada 
Credit Union was incorporated 
on September 18, 1956. It was 
run by a volunteer board of Di-
rectors and volunteer staff for 
36 years and offered members 
Share savings accounts and 
loans. The original Directors 
were Keith Johnson, Henry Lie-
bich, W Jackson, R Davies and 
E Olson. Keith Johnson was a 
key player throughout.

Originally it had an office 
on Marble Bay Road and then 
moved to a trailer behind Keith 
Johnson’s house at the top of 
Priest Lake hill.

Texada Credit Union had 10 
members at Dec. 31, 1956, and 
double that number by the end 
of January, 1957!

As regulations became more 
stringent and the need for a 
full-service banking facility on 
Texada Island was recognized, 
Powell River Credit Union and 
Texada Credit Union decided to 
amalgamate. Jan. 1, 1992 Pow-
ell River Credit Union took over 
the assets and liabilities of the 
Texada Credit Union and 191 
members, and a new branch 
was formed. It opened its doors 
Feb. 4, 1992 in a building on 
Marble Bay Road in Van Anda. 
This building started its life as 
"Mary’s café", and "Mary's ban-
quet room" above the café was 
where the annual general meet-
ings of the Texada Credit Union 
had been held  since 1966.

After 16 years in this location 
(and a name change to First 
Credit Union, Texada Branch) 
the operation is moving into a 
brand new building at 2601 Gil-
lies Bay Road in Van Anda this 
summer. 

nEW AnD olD: the texada airport terminal in 1973, as seen on left, has been replaced by a modern building, seen from the cockpit of a 
visiting plane at last year's Fly-In.               Photo (at right) by Doby Dobrostanski

tHREE In onE: the new Credit Union building on texada Island was 
built from three modular units into a design created by an architect. 
“It has been very exciting to watch the three uninspiring units become 
an attractive building,” said branch manager Jane Waterman.

new building 
for old business

Aviation after WWII for the civilian market, 
the Navion first found favour with the US 
military and eventually saw combat dur-
ing the Korean war. The Navion was actu-
ally on the North American wartime draw-
ing tables in 1945 to become a four-seat 
forward-area liaison aircraft which would 

replace the “Piper Cub” types that were 
currently doing the job during the conflicts. 
With the end of the war in sight, the plans 
to produce the aircraft were shelved, and 
when peacetime finally happened this very 
civilian-friendly design was ready for pro-
duction. The Fraser Blues team makes for-

mation flying look easy in these beautifully 
reconditioned 50-year-old-planes.

“Good flying weather, please ‘Sir’ for 
the entire July 12-13 weekend.”

For more information and a down-
loadable map of Texada Island go to 
Texada.org. 
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Fly with KD Air, 

your link between 

Gillies Bay, Vancouver 

& Qualicum. Daily 

flights to & from 

Texada Island.

KD Air ____________ YOUR AIR LINK TO TEXADA

1-800-688-9957 www.kdair.com

to the
Texada

Heritage
Society

Hats 
 Off…

Remember to visit Texada for 

Van Anda days
Saturday, July 12

Fun for the whole family guaranteed!
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Texada from the Air, by Margy Lutz, with special thanks to 
pilot Dale Wright & the Westview Flying Club

welCoMe To TexADA • From top right, our photo team, 
Margy & Dale; Texada Airport; van Anda; gillies Bay; 
Shelter Point; Blubber Bay Quarry; Marble Bay, van Anda.
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Live well with

at Crossroads Village

www.pharmasave.com

At your service – because we care! 
Your health is important to us.

Do you need medications 
delivered? To Texada?

Join us on the last Friday of 
each month for Seniors’ Day

Take charge; be well informed.

Get answers to your questions 
and so much more!

Drop in for your FREE 
private consultation today!

Fast, friendly service. Easy 
prescription transferring.

We use biodegradable bags.

STORE HOURS

MON – FRI:  8:30 am – 6:00 pm

SAT: 8:30 am – 3:00 pm

NOW OPEN!

Locally owned & operated

health managers share one job
Tla’Amin Community Health

By Isabelle Southcott

laurette Bloomquist began working for 
Tla’Amin Community Health in 1993. 

Back in those days, the health centre was lo-
cated in a trailer next to the band office and 
she had four employees. Today, there are 
40 employees and they work out of a lovely 
new facility completed only two years ago.

Earlier this year, Laurette connected 
with Bill Crysler, former CEO for Pow-
ell River’s Community Health Council, 
and the two discussed the possibility of 
job sharing. They are each working two 
months on and two months off and both 
are looking forward to the challenge of 
continuing their careers in health care 
while having more time to enjoy life.

Leonard Bob, chair of Tla’Amin Commu-
nity Health Board Society said the board 
was “cautiously optimistic” about the pro-
posal Bloomquist and Crysler put forward. 
“We needed some sort of reassurance that 
their job sharing would be seamless. Our 
board is very progressive; they asked all 
the tough questions and we were satisfied 
so we offered them a two-year contract.”

For Bloomquist, the new deal gives her 
the opportunity to continue with her ca-
reer but the ability to spend more time 
doing other fulfilling thing. “I love spend-
ing time with my family, gardening and 
traveling.” A member of the Cree First 
Nation from Muskoday, Saskatchewan, 
Bloomquist has been involved in special-
ized residential care facilities for people 
with developmental delays for 39 years. 
She was the health director for two pro-
vincially funded long-term care facilities 
for seniors and since 1988 has worked 
exclusively with First Nation organiza-
tions introducing and implementing new 
programs. Bloomquist continues to work 
nationally with other First Nation Health 
managers and sits on the Vancouver 
Coastal Aboriginal Planning Committee.

Bill Crysler, is thrilled to be back in Pow-
ell River. Crysler originally moved to Pow-
ell River in 1996 as the CEO of the former 
Powell River Community Health Council, 
which was disbanded in 2002 and replaced 
by Vancouver Coastal Health. At that time 
Crysler moved to Victoria to work for Am-

ica to manage and develop seniors’ inde-
pendent and assisted living and retirement 
communities. Last year he took a leave of 
absence and sailed to La Paz, Mexico.

“I kept running into all these Powell 
River people,” Crysler said. “I sailed with 
Andy Davis from Victoria to San Francis-
co and then I bumped into two Canadian 
boats south of San Francisco from Powell 
River. In San Diego I ran into three retired 
teachers from Powell River. Then Janet 
and Les Falk showed up in La Paz and I 
was joined by John Spick in La Paz.”

Powell River kept pulling Crysler back 
until he decided to leave his previous 
job and strike out on his own. “I knew 
I needed to make Powell River my home 
because it kept calling me.”

On his way back to Powell River Crysler 
received an email from Real Sigouin and Don 
Jones and they picked him up in Tucson, 
Arizona. “They were holidaying down there 
and so I played with them for two days and 
Don and his partner drove me to Phoenix 
and I caught a plane back to Powell River.”

Crysler had already decided to work 
on a project with Spick but when he and 
Bloomquist began chatting he discovered 
she really wanted to work less and he, 
more. “This brings me back into health care 
with a group I used to work with. Laurette 
and I like and respect each other and have 
worked well together in the past. Leonard 
(Bob) went out on a limb for us; this is real-
ly a new thing. Now we need to show them 
how well it will work.” 

Many people dream of job sharing but few actually do it, whether from a company’s lack 
of participation in a non-traditional method of employment to the uncertainty of how 
it will all work. Tla’Amin Community Health Board Society recently embarked on a job-
sharing scheme with their executive health directors for a win-win situation.
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PROMOTING HEALTHY LIFESTYLES SINCE 1975

Call us: 604 485 2891

“The Complex”
Powell River’s Recreation Destination

5001 Joyce Avenue

Parks, Recreation & Culture

Life Skills Workshop...Take time for yourself
Living a busy life doesn’t need to be stressful.
Monday, July 21  6:30 – 8:30 PM $25/per person

Workshop discussion will cover: being in charge of how we 
feel, getting the right balance between work and leisure and 
find the time to pursue leisure activities that feed and nurture 
the mind, body and spirit. Register at the Complex.

This workshop is presented by Daniel Francis Casely, an international speaker, 
Natural Spiritual Healer and Progressive Councillor at the Mother Centre of 
worldwide Self Realization Meditation Healing Centres in England. His deep 
insight, wisdom and love are guaranteed to inspire and motivate you to make 
the changes in your life that will help bring you joy, peace and freedom!

Summer Daycamp
Limited spots available: CALL NOW!
Imagine an entire week attending fun-filled, action packed 
theme camps for ages 6 – 12 years  $132 / $175

Survivor Beach Party Adventures Wet & Wild 
Camp Craziness Amazing Race Wacky Sports

Line Dancing
An Introduction (3 One-hour classes)
Come and try line dancing for the fun and the exercise. No 
partner needed! Please call Patti at 604 485-8902 for dates & 
times offered in July & August.

New Walking Fit Groups
All ages, all levels
Love to walk but not by yourself? It’s more fun to walk and 
talk at the same time! Meet Wednesdays at the Complex. 
Neither group requires registration; just come when you can. 
We meet throughout the summer.

Group 1: 10 – 11 AM
Walk at your own pace, coffee social follows (bring a loonie)

Group 2: 12:15 – 12:45 PM
Brisk 30-minute walk before you go back to work.

Summer Swim Lessons
2-week sessions throughout the summer. 
Call Complex NOW to register.

Interested in teaching a class or a workshop?
Do you have a special skill you would like to share? The 
Complex is accepting class proposals for our Fall/Winter 
08-09 sessions. Classes for children, youth, adults & seniors 
are all welcome. Call Patti 604 485-8902.

Coming this summer
“Sound Waves” at the Beach
The Complex is accepting applications from interested Musicians 
and Entertainers to perform this summer at Willingdon Beach.

Hailey Sacree Carma Sacree

Radio story takes 
readers to the north

reviewing: Late Nights On Air, by elisabeth Hay

By Carma Sacree

Having just returned from a lively discussion at book club, 
I have decided to recommend Late Nights on Air, by Elisa-

beth Hay, as a great summer read. It is a decidedly Canadian 
tale of a collection of lost souls working at the CBC radio station 
in Yellowknife in the 70s. They’re a quirky eccentric bunch of 
lovable misfits, all with past ghosts and stories of what brought 
them to the North.

There is Harry Boyd; a cauliflower-eared has-been radio host 
with a drinking problem, who becomes infatuated with the se-
ductive Dido Paris. Dido is a natural on air with a voice that 
melts the hearts of her listeners. She has left the only man she 
knows she will ever love and watches indifferently as the entire 
cast of characters dance helplessly around her like moths to a 
flame. A young, painfully shy Gwen Symon is lured to the North 
after listening to the CBC radio drama about the English explorer 
John Hornby’s fatal journey into the Barrens in 1927. She drove 
3,000 miles, arriving with a mysterious bruise on her neck and a 
longing to recreate the drama. Gwen, who does not have Dido’s 
effortless talent, learns on the job as a novice broadcaster read-
ing the news during the timeless hours of the midnight sun.

Over the course of the novel the balance of power in the North 
is being changed by the proposed Mackenzie Valley gas pipeline, 
which threatens to displace Native people from their land. Wo-
ven into the story is the true account of Judge Thomas Berger’s 
landmark inquiry. It triggered the initial stirrings of the First Na-
tions activists. Berger’s long investigation was able to postpone 
the pipeline. It has yet to be built.

When Dido disappears with a sexy, violent radio technician, the 
atmosphere at the station changes. The best and longest section of 
the book is when the story abandons the radio station and moves 
out into the stunning landscape. Harry, Gwen, the stoic reception-
ist Eleanor Dew and the bookish photographer Ralph Cody embark 
on a six week canoe trip into the desolate region of the Barrens. 
Gwen’s dream becomes a reality as they follow the footsteps of the 
legendary explorer into the boundless exposed land. Their journey 
is a pivotal point in their lives as an unforeseen death forces them 
to reevaluate what is important and a healing process begins. Hay 
writes: “The normal grasses of life never quite grew back.” 

This section of the book is when the author’s writing becomes 
exceptional. Her descriptive narrative transports you to the North, 
as she describes the silence and delicate beauty. The tufts of soft 
muskox hair, called qiviut, that snag on branches. The sounds of 
the tundra as thousands of caribou pass through on their migra-
tory journey. Her gorgeous prose and dark humor, exposing the 
frailties of the human heart, make it an accomplished novel wor-
thy of the awarded Canadian Giller Prize in 2007.

Read it, enjoy and have a fabulous summer. 
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TUES, SEPT 9 @ NOON
Town Centre Hotel

Community Relations

THURS, JULY 10 @ NOON
Town Centre Hotel

Minister of Natural 
Resources Canada

THURS, OCT 9 @ NOON
Rodmay Hotel, 

catered by Manzanita

Guest speakers from 
the 

 
www.powellriverchamber.com

By Kim Miller

there are some new and some well-
known faces in new places in Powell 

River businesses.
Welcome Randall Smisko to the team 

at First Credit Union. The Financial 
Planning department is pleased to have 
Randall join them as a Financial Advi-
sor. Randall is excited to be back in his 
hometown of Powell River. Randall has 
completed his Bachelor of Science De-
gree from the University of Wisconsin-
Superior and his Investments Funds in 
Canada course. Randall can be reached 
at 604 483-8682.

Another warm welcome goes to Aman-
da Newell who has recently moved to 
Powell River and joined Alpha Dive & 
Kayak store (across from the new Mod-
ern Windows) on Field Street. Owners 
Kathy and Scott Friesen are offering 
paddling and snorkelling lessons and 
camps for kids this summer. They also of-
fer kayaking lessons for adults. Amanda 
is heading up the paddling programs. She 
started kayaking six years ago at a YMCA 
camp in Ontario and began instructing at 
that camp shortly after. She has paddled 
and guided trips all over BC and the Yu-
kon. Amanda completed the Wilderness 
Leadership Program in Squamish and has 
since been working with wilderness ad-
venture camps in BC and the Yukon.

Have you been to the Beach Gardens 
Resort & Marina lately? If so, you will 

have noticed significant changes taking 
place. If you want a fantastic ocean view, 
awesome food, a huge deck with firepit, 
then try the new Savoury Bight Sea-
side Pub & Restaurant. They are open 
for breakfast lunch and dinner, call 604 
485-0996 for reservations, but they aren’t 
necessary. The pub adjacent to the res-
taurant has three big screen TVs to watch 
your favourite shows or games while sip-
ping a cool drink on a hot day.

Congratulations to Chamber of Com-
merce Director Kevin Unger who has 
taken on a partnership with Terry Mc-
Garvey, owner of MasterOne Security 
& Technologies. Terry is moving to 
Mexico so Kevin will be the main con-
tact in Powell River. MasterOne is your 
connection to commercial and domestic 
alarm systems, commercial telephone 
systems, computer and data cabling, 
network and computer support and ser-
vices. Call 604 483-3533 for more infor-
mation.

A few more tidbits:
A natural wellness centre called Vital-

ity just opened on Marine Avenue. 
Grant Steiben Plumbing has moved 

into Moderns Windows’ former location 
on Marine Avenue.

Quality Foods is hiring staff and their 
parking lot looks great.

Flowers by Cori-Lynn has new owners 
as of July 1. Drop in and say hello.

My favourite gas pumps at Westview 
Esso have closed but El’s Auto Tec has 
much more service space and a nice 
“window” office. 

Volunteer Powell River in coopera-
tion with Tourism Powell River will 
now be compiling the information for 
the community’s events calendar. It 
will be posted on websites www.vol-
unteerpowellriver.com and www.dis-
coverpowellriver.com. To have your 
event posted on the calendar, please 
email volunteerpr@shaw.ca or phone 
604 485-2132.

Everyone is welcome to attend the 
Chamber of Commerce’s upcoming net-
working and informational events that 
are open to the business community and 
the public. 

Watch for the Chamber’s “beautifica-
tion” brainstorming session in September. 
If you are interested in helping develop a 
plan to beautify the community, please 
attend. If you wish to have your name on 
the invite list, let us know. 

Do you have any changes within your 
business? New managers, new owners or 
are you moving? Call me at the Cham-
ber office at 604 485-4051 and we will get 
your info in the next issue of Powell River 
Living.

Also we like to get email addresses from 
anyone interested in getting monthly updates 
and community event invites. 

Serving Savary Island & 
Surrounding Areas

Phone hours  8 am – 8 pm
Charters Available

Daily Scheduled runs 
to Savary Island. Please 
phone for reservations 

and schedule information.

Your hometown grocery store
Serving Powell River since 1946

5687 Manson Avenue
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Join me for a monthly
Roundtable discussion at my o�ce.
We’ll share ideas about current events, the
economy, investing and a few cups of co�ee.

Our next meeting is Thursday, July 31 at 7:00 pm
The co�ee’s on me!

Stocks Provincial Bonds
Mutual Funds GICs
Corporate Bonds Money-market funds
Government of RRSPs
Canada Bonds
 …and much more!

And now
serving co�ee
in Powell River

Tuesday to Saturday, 10 am – 5 pm or to 8 pm by appointment

Their BBQ.

Your wine.

The perfect pairing

Create your memories

The changing face of a heritage hotel
Townsite’s Rodmay Heritage Hotel home to small businesses

By Isabelle Southcott

When people work together amazing 
things can happen. The Rodmay Her-

itage Hotel in the Townsite is an example 
of a building and an environment that has 
been changed by the coming together of a 
group of people to create an effect greater 
than that predicted by a single person.

Three years ago a group of investors pur-
chased the almost-100-year-old hotel. It had 
been badly neglected and a ton of work 
needed to be done to bring it up to snuff.

Joan Campbell, financial officer and 
spokesman for The Rodmay, says a lot 
has happened in the last three years. To-
day there are 20 rooms and two suites 
open, a pub, a beer and wine store, a 
book keeping business, a consulting firm 
and a second hand shop. “We’ve redone 
the coffee shops, now we’re just waiting 
for the right operator,” said Campbell.

Besides offering rooms for rent, the ho-
tel also rents out its facilities for events. 

Changes at the Rodmay are evident from 
the moment you walk through the door. 
The energy of having several small busi-

nesses located on the 
premises adds to the 
vibrancy.

History of the 
Rodmay
Built in 1911 by An-
drew McKinney, the 
Rodmay (then Powell 
River Hotel) was the 
Townsite’s first hotel. 
The original hotel con-
sisted of 31 rooms. The 
hotel was purchased 
by Rod and May Ma-
cIntyre in 1917 and re-
named The Rodmay. 
It was taken over by 
their son Batt in 1928, 
a year before Rod’s death. Batt managed 
and expanded the hotel business until he 
sold it to Al Mantoani and a group of in-
vestors in 1957. The hotel continued to 
operate but during the last several years it 

remained vacant until Campbell and inves-
tors took it over in 2005.

When Campbell’s group took over the ho-
tel it was a mess. “When we first walked in 
we had to use flashlights. There were three 
people living here but the business had not 

SHARED SPAcE: Christien Kaaij (at left) of ALoFI! CoNSULtANCY 
shares an office with Katrin Harry, executive director of Industry 
Council for Aboriginal Business.

kEEPInG It StRAIGHt: Lisa Beeching of Lisa’s Bookkeeping & 
Payroll Services.
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ICBC & Personal Injury Claims

Shirley E. Giroday, B.A., LL.B.
Ian Fleming, B.A., LL.B.
Helen M. Anderson, B.A., LL.B. (Associate Counsel)
604 485-2771  •  4571 Marine Avenue

Giroday & Fleming
Barristers and Solicitors • Automobile, motorcycle & pedestrian claims

• Local professional experience with severe injuries

Our business is to help people advance their claims 
Call us for a free first consultation

Coastal Antiques & Collectables
 

 

been operating. Some people thought it 
should be torn down,” said Campbell. The 
third floor was filled with rubble and debris. 
There was no heat, windows were broken, 
the front was overgrown with blackberries, 
the basement was flooded and it looked like 
a haunted hotel. “For the first few months 
all we did was clean.”

Alea and Henry Newport, owners of 
McKinney’s Pub, and Linda and Bill Fon-

seca, owner of The Heritage Liquor Store 
and Centsibles-Too, are also shareholders 
in the hotel. “This is a joint enterprise,” 
said Campbell. It’s too big for one per-
son to manage. We have a corporation of 
shareholders.”

They’ve held art shows, poetry read-
ings, social functions, workshops and 
dancing lessons at the hotel. Renovations 
are ongoing.

Alof!i Consultancy
Christien Kaaij of Alof!i Consultancy is 
an experienced workshop facilitator and 
has worked for over a decade as a proj-
ect and program manager in community 
building and planning projects. She de-
scribes her firm as a socially engaged 
consultancy firm that focuses on the 
non-profit market.

lABoUR oF loVE: marion Blank (left) and 
Joan Campbell are breathing new life into 
the historic rodmay Heritage Hotel.

olD WoRlD cHARM: Alea Newport of 
mcKinney’s Pub.

MoRE REnoS: Alea Newport checks out a 
interior design magazine for ideas to use 
in a upcoming renovation project.

AARON SERVICE & SUPPLY
604 485-5611         4703 Marine Ave

Purely Refreshing Water
Advancing the way water IS – Going full circle

COFFEE/TEA
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Top Line Supplies 
Stallion Bedding . . . . . ON SALE!

Show Sheen, 950 ml . . . .$11.95

Summer Sheets 
& Coolers  . . . . . . . . $39.95 & up

3483 Padgett Road    604 485-7711
More than just a tack store!

Everything for the horse & rider

Jumpin Jodhpurs

Lisa Beeching
604 483-9444

Beeching Bookkeeping
& Payroll Service

Adult ......................18 holes ............$21.50
Adult  ....................... 9 holes ............$16.50
Senior ....................... 9 holes ............$14.50
Junior  ...................... 9 holes ............... $8.00
Adult/Junior .......9 holes ............$20.00

Watch for a new putting course coming soon!

Come visit Powell River’s 
Friendly Golf Course

If you’re looking for reasonable prices 
and a slower pace in a relaxed 

atmosphere on a beautiful course, 
Nootka Dunes is the place for you!

485-4635
Located on Westview Road at the top of Upper Nootka Street. 

Plan to attend? Contact Isabelle
604 485-1241 or isabelle@prliving.ca

Powell River News
REUNION
F,  A 

 : 

Rodmay Heritage Hotel
Potluck appies / No-Host bar

The Heritage Liquor Store
Located in the Rodmay Hotel, The Heritage Liquor Store is 
owned and operated by Linda and Bill Fonseca. It carries a wide 
selection of wine, beer and spirits and cell phone cards.

Industry Council for Aboriginal Business
Katrin Harry is the executive director of the Industry Council 
for Aboriginal Business. She runs her business out of the Alof!i 
office at the Rodmay Hotel. ICAB’s vision is to realize a vibrant 
business economy where Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal people 
prosper together.

McKinney’s Pub
Owned by Henry and Alea Newport and Shawn Bateham, 
McKinney’s Pub opened in October of 2007 after extensive 
renovations. “I wanted to give it a heritage feel, to make it an 
old English style pub,” said Alea. There’s an old world feel to 

McKinney’s with its wine barrels, dark stained wood and brass 
railings. “We provide reggae, blues, gypsy jazz and have come-
dians.” Free Salsa and Merengue dance lessons are provided 
on Tuesday evenings.

Lisa’s Bookkeeping
Lisa Beeching recently moved her successful home based 
bookkeeping business to the Rodmay Hotel. Beeching has 
been helping her Powell River clients with all their payroll 
and bookkeeping needs for several years. She outgrew her 
previous location and finds the Rodmay location welcoming 
and convenient.

Centsible-Too
This is where you can find great deals on second clothes and furni-
ture and a whole lot of other goodies in the Townsite. Centsible-Too 
has a sister store located on Marine Avenue in Westview. 

Hair & Body Salon

Gift Certificates always available

604-485-9797    
4585 Marine Avenue

WEAR A HELMET

604 485-6065

Powell River Brain Injury Society
4735 Marine Avenue
Powell River, BC V8A 2L2
www.braininjurysociety.ca

Be an Example. Be Safe.

and the Dave Irwin Foundation for Brain Injury
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STORE HOURS

MONDAY – THURSDAY
9 am – 8 pm

FRIDAY: 9 am –  9 pm

SATURDAY: 9 am –  6 pm

SUNDAY: 10 am – 5 pm

 Locally owned & operated

 
THE PLACE TO BE!

Cranberry Motor Inn

5728 MANSON AVENUE

5728 MANSON AVENUE

• Close to Salt & Freshwater Fishing •
8 SUITES WITH KITCHENETTE & COLOUR TV

(Daily & Weekly Rates)

NEIGHBOURHOOD PUB
Food menu • Pool Tables
Three TVs • BC Lottery

Phone 604 483-3168

CONVENIENCE STORE
ATM • Groceries • BC Lottery

Phone 604 483-7711

LIQUOR STORE
Good selection of 

cold beer, wine and spirits
Phone 604 483-9222

NICHOLAS SIMONS, MLA
nicholas.simons.mla@leg.bc.ca

www.NicholasSimons.ca

Pier 17, Davis Bay, Sechelt  604 741-0792
4675 Marine Ave, Powell River 604 485-1249

Stillwater Bluffs

Brown Bag Lunch with your MLA, 11 am – 2 pm on 
the patio August 13th and 27th — Join us!

The Ruby
July’s birthstone

like a perfect red rose, the ruby’s rich color speaks of love and 
passion. Called the Rajnapura or King of Gems by ancient 

Hindus, July’s birthstone is among the most-highly prized of 
gems throughout history. 
It was considered to have 
magical powers, and was 
worn by royalty as a talis-
man against evil.

Rubies were thought to 
represent heat and power. 
Ancient tribes used the 
gem as bullets for blow-
guns, and it was said that 
a pot of water would boil 
instantly if a ruby was 
tossed into it. Ground to powder and placed on the tongue, this 
crystal was used as a cure for indigestion. 

The word ruby comes from the Latin “rubber,” meaning red. 
It comes in a variety of colors, and is considered a sapphire in 
any color except red, which is a ruby. Large sized rubies are 
very rare and valuable.

With its hardness and durability, it is a perfect engagement 
gem. And if worn on the left hand, ancient lore has it that the 
ruby will bring good fortune to its wearer. 

Information supplied by Osca Jewellers
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7245 Duncan St, Powell River  604 485-2527
OPEN 9:30 am to 4:00 pm, Tuesday to Saturday

COMPLETE EXCHANGE SERVICE 
available for all fluids: 

engines, radiators, transmissions, 
differentials and transfer cases.

HAND CAR WASHES, interior 
detailing, waxing, shampooing, 

spotting and polishing.

investing in staff
Professional exchange offers benefits

Exchange programs are exciting for both 
students and adults for many reasons. 

Not only are you exposed to different cul-
tures and ways of doing things but also 
the opportunity to see how others work 
and learn is fascinating.The City of Powell 
River’s chief administrative officer Stan 
Westby is participating in an exchange 
with Susan Jones, human resources and 
administration manager for the District 
of Gore, New Zealand. The Local Gov-
ernment Managers’ Association sponsors 
Westby’s program.

Jones was in Powell River last month 
on her part of the two-week exchange. “I 
am going to pick Susan’s brains and vice 
versa,” said Westby.

Jones said the exchange is like an ex-
ploratory and not a job exchange. “There 
are a lot of similarities between Canada 
and New Zealand for local government.” 

The two attended the Local Govern-
ment Managers’ Association Conference 
together. Westby will travel to New Zea-
land in September for his part of the ex-
change. He too will attend a local govern-
ment managers’ conference and network 

with others in his field. “I 
will participate in every 
way I can. I will spend 
a week in Gore and im-
merse myself in their mu-
nicipal culture, learn and 
share municipal informa-
tion.”

Gore has a population 
of 12,500. It is primarily 
a rural servicing town 
for the agricultural sec-
tor. The median age is 
just over 40 with nearly 
17% of the population 
aged 65 years of age and 
over. 

Westby is particularly 
interested in how New 
Zealand is making sig-
nificant advancements 
with regards to reporting 
infrastructure. “I have a 
huge interest in that from 
being chairman of the National Round Ta-
ble on Sustainable (non-technical) Infra-
structure,” he said. “I want to meet with 

a number of people who 
have put that process to-
gether.”

As well, New Zealand 
has made significant in-
roads into its asset man-
agement and reporting 
scheme and as a result lo-
cal government has to ac-
count for depreciation of 
everything such as roads, 
water pipes and sewer.

“We are still based on 
historical costs. In this 
country we have never fo-
cused our energy on that 
area. What can we learn 
from those who are ahead 
of us in that regard?”

Jones commented on 
how much she liked the 
announcement portion 
of council meetings and 
noted that there is obvi-

ous pride in the community.
The only complaint she had about the ex-

change was that it was too short! 

MAGAZINE ADS WORK!
But don’t just take our word for it...

Powell River Living Magazine is 100% LOCALLY OWNED
Visit us online: www.PRLiving.ca

Magazines communicate better. They are 
rated by consumers as the most informative 
medium, and best for you, they influence 
purchase behaviour early in the process and 
give readers ideas of what to buy better than 
newspapers or televison.

Try advertising that works and watch your business grow!

Learn more from Sean Percy 
604 485-0003 or sean@prliving.ca

“We love Powell River 
Living Magazine. We 
have had the best 
response from their 
ads than any placed 
anywhere else.”

— Bill & Andra Garrett, 
Split Endz Salon 
Town Center Mall

ExcHAnGE oF IDEAS: New 
Zealand’s Susan Jones stands 
outside City Hall with Powell 
river CAo Stan Westby. the 
two are doing an exchange 
program.
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GO HOUSEBOATING ON POWELL LAKE

Get out of the office!

Take yourself and your sta� on a relaxing after-
noon houseboating retreat.

Re-energize your team to the sound of the 
lapping waves and the spectacular scenery.

4-hour cruise (minimum*): $695
Goat Island 
day-long adventure: $1295
* up to 10 people. $20 per additional person

www.lakesidefloatingvacations.com

604 483-1269 
 Toll Free 1 866 485-7059

Come 

& let go!

gpatenaude@oceansidebc.com  }  bcooper@oceansidebc.com

OCEANSIDE FINANCIAL
For all your investment fund 

and fixed income needs

Gilles Patenaude
Investment Representative

Barbara Cooper
Investment Representative

109, 4871 Joyce Ave, Powell River BC  V8A 5P4
604.485.7777

OPEN

OCEANSIDE FINANCIAL is now 
located in WESTVIEW AGENCIES 

at Crossroads Village

Brain-injured writers heal and help with words
Creative expressions

By Members of the Brain Injury Society’s Writers Group

thursday afternoon at the Powell River 
Brain Injury Society is a time for cre-

ativity and a time for those living with a 
brain injury to express themselves. Each 
week, members of the Powell River Brain 
Injury Society come to share their writing 
skills, acquire new writing skills, enhance 
cognitive abilities, develop personal 
relationships, and have fun.

Participants explore prose, poetry, 
and creative non-fiction. The hour-
long writing sessions may involve 
piecing together haikus, descriptive 
exercises, jointly writing short stories, 
improving constructive criticism skills, 
and sharing pieces written independently 
of the group. 

Brain injury often results in a sense of 
lost ability and identity that leads to iso-
lation. Pre-injury abilities that gave con-
fidence and identity are gone; the sense 
of self shrinks and, with it, the sense of 
ability to cope with daily living.

Writing offers the chance to express per-

sonal feelings in a non-threatening, non-
judgmental environment. Sharing person-
al experiences and successes with their 
ongoing healing provides encouragement 
to other participants and also provides 
the opportunity to share successful tech-
niques that the individuals have used to 

facilitate their own wellbeing. Peer sup-
port provides encouragement and a sense 
of belonging in the recognition of other 
people with similar effects of traumatic 
brain injury.

A common afternoon with the writing 
group is confidence building, intellectu-
ally stimulating, and (at times) hilarious. 
One writer involved in the joint-story pro-
cess might make his addition to the story 

a seeming ending, challenging the next 
participant to seamlessly continue. Or the 
group may spend several minutes count-
ing out syllables for a person’s last haiku 
line. Someone who brings in a story or 
poem to share may ask for constructive 
criticism or acknowledgment of his or her 

creative endeavour.
One of the goals of the writing group 

is to record members’ experiences with 
brain injury, to be collated as part of a 
book by the Brain Injury Society. The 
book will increase awareness of pre-
vention and safety, issues surrounding 

treatment of brain injury, and the impor-
tance of peer participation and support. 
Other creative activities, including photog-
raphy and art, will also be included.

The Powell River Brain Injury Society 
is located at 4735 Marine Avenue. The 
events schedule, which also includes art 
groups, computer training and peer sup-
port, can be found at braininjurysociety.
ca or call 604 485-6065. 

Contact the Powell River Brain Injury 
Society at 604 485-6065 or drop 

by 4735 Marine Avenue
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SUMMER HOURS
Open 9 am to 11 pm 

Seven days a week!

The only walk-in cooler in town! 

 

Visit our website to 
fill in our online 

Renovation 
Needs 
form

EL’s

7050 Alberni St  Powell River, BC V8A 2C3

Certified

Complete Auto Repair C Any Make & Model

604 485-7003

Ellis Foulds
4 x 4 SPECIALIST

listening to wood
By Roger Whittaker

Now I have heard there is a secret chord that David played, and 
it pleased the Lord.

Hallelujah, by Leonard Cohen 

Dan Minard holds a piece of Sitka Spruce between his thumb 
and forefinger, similar to the way one does when they are 

taking out a piece of foul smelling fish. He leans in with one 
ear and, using his free hand, taps the wood in several places. 
“Listen to that,” he says grinning. “The note lasts…” his voice 
drifts off as he taps it again and leans in closer to groove on the 
reverberation of resonance. 

Beside him on the table in his heated shop are two stacks of 
Sitka Spruce and Red Cedar, re-sawn from rounds and bolts. 
The cupboards also boast shelves full of gui-
tar fronts awaiting shipment to guitar factories 
around the planet. The secret to his business 
of supplying excellent BC wood products to the 
guitar factories of the world is not contained 
in the laser-guided table he created for slicing 
bolts and rounds with minimized waste and 
micrometer aligned precision accuracy. Nor is 
the secret hidden in the variable height table 
sander he designed and built. No, the elusive 
secret to this luthier’s success is his ability to 
look upon a bolt or round and discover the 
medullary rays hiding in the wood, then slicing 
each front or back set in such a way that, once 
polished and finished, these rays will dance 
upon the surface of the wood. To the casual 
layman who is not wood or music savvy, the display is almost 
akin to hearing, with your eyes, how the wood will sound.

Dan discovered he had this innate knowledge and spent some 
time increasing his understanding of wood for instruments, 
studying under Guitar Guru, Scott McKee, who now lives in 

Cumberland. The awakening of a lifetime desire to create fine 
musical instruments moved Dan to leave his career in aircraft 
mechanics, and commence a life devoted to the discovery of 
perfect medullary rays. 

The wood that makes the best guitar backs or sides, according 
to Dan, is Brazilian Rose Wood, a wood so popular it has now be-
come an endangered species. Dan relates, “At the recent Montreal 
Guitar Festival, many American luthiers were compelled to leave 
their very best products at home because Canada does not allow 
goods created from endangered species across the border.” 

Dan detailed the luthier experience further, “Exotic woods 
grown in equatorial countries experience a climate that has 
‘two summers’ one at each end of the equinoxes. However, local 

Broad Leaf Maple makes beautiful looking and 
sounding guitars. Building instruments from 
oily exotic woods presents a myriad of chal-
lenges when it comes time to fasten the bits 
together. Modern chemical glues are the least 
effective and the tried-and-true hide and hoof 
glues created by the ancients provide the qual-
ity bond required to keep the pieces together 
for the life of the instrument.” 

Raincoast Tonewoods, Dan Minard’s com-
pany, exports guitar soundboards and backs 
from the forest floor of British Columbia to be 
fashioned into guitar players’ dreams the world 
over. Each piece is selected, sawn and dried to 
enhance the natural ability of the wood to sing 
in the notes naturally emanating from the life 

of the tree. In his private luthier moments, Dan selects qual-
ity wood and, from the signature mother-of-pearl inlay on the 
headstock to the strap peg on the body, he infuses workmanship 
that will sustain notes of his being long after the frets of this 
world have passed. 

FInE ExAMPlE: Gorgeous wood 
gives this instrument beauty in 
its style as much as its voice.
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Sea Fair Committee
the Powell river Sea Fair committee is 
made up of some new members and 
some who have been with Sea Fair for a 
long time. thank you to all our volunteers, 
including the many not included in this list.

Jennifer herron • Past President 
  (Booths/Grounds)
Donna Rekve • President
verna Rekve • Vice-President (Fundraising)
norah leClerc • Treasurer (Parade Marshall)
Dixie van Samang • Secretary (Fundraising, 
   Booths/Grounds)
Directors • len Menard, glen oglvie & 
   Dennis Fox (entertainment) 
Jamie Jamieson • Fundraising
Bob Flewelling • Beer Gardens
Carol hamilton • Events Coordinator
Brenda lewis • Bingo

Sea Fair 2008
Magic by the Sea

By Carol Hamilton

the Powell River Sea Fair Society is cel-
ebrating its 45th anniversary this year 

and will be involved  in BC’s 150 Year Cel-
ebration. Sea Fair will be a week-long cel-
ebration of “Magic by the Sea” with the 
main events taking place July 25, 26 and 
27. Mark it on your calendars to check 
out the midway, entertainment, bingo, 
clowns, parade, contests, fireworks and 
much more!

The BC150 Year Celebration of “Magic 
by the Sea”  theme will be incorporated 
in the business decorating contest, color-
ing contest,  treasure hunt, parade, enter-
tainment, food vendor booths, fireworks, 
midway and decorations. 

Last year’s fireworks were phenomenal 
and organizers hope to do even better as 
they incorporate the BC150 Year Celebra-

tion with their 45th anniversary. “We in-
tend to celebrate Powell River’s vast di-
versity of talent and culture. Hope to see 
you there,” said Sea Fair events coordina-
tor Carol Hamilton.

Glen Ogilvie and Dennis Fox have come 
on board to work with Len Menard to put 
together  an awesome entertainment line 
up. If you would like to perform at Sea 
Fair please contact Len Menard 485-4065 
or Ogilvie at 483-4258. If you wish to put 
a float in the parade, be a vendor or enter 
the talent contest you can find the forms 
by going to www.powellriverdirect.com/
Seafair.

We are always looking for new ideas and 
new volunteers. If you would like to help con-
tact president Donna Rekve at 604 483-4220 
or Hamilton at 604 485-7480. 
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Diana vaughn
Texada Island’s paddler extraordinaire

By Gary Grieco

“Whitewater canoeing is my first love, but kayaking is my 
pleasure,” explains Diana Vaughn. This 5'-1" compact, 

great-grandmother from Texada Island is the consummate ca-
noe/kayak enthusiast. She combines a passion for the excite-
ment of white water with technical expertise. She willingly 
shares her knowledge with others while acting as a guide and 
leader on fresh and saltwater expeditions in both Canada and 
the US.

Running the foaming rapids whitewater rivers in a canoe or 
kayak is a popular recreational sport, but is not without danger. 
In fast moving water there is always the potential for injury by 
hitting objects, or death by drowning.

Whitewater canoes are often made of fibreglass, Kevlar, plastic, 
or a combination of the three for strength and durability. They 
may have a spray cover, resembling a kayak, or be ‘open’, re-
sembling the typical canoe. Open whitewater canoes have large 
airbags to prevent the boat from being swamped by big waves 
or by “holes” where the river flows back on itself, often with 
fearful results for those caught in its grasp. Like kayaks, white-
water canoes can be righted after capsizing with an Eskimo Roll, 
but it requires more skill in a canoe.

Whitewater kayaks differ from sea kayaks and recreational 
kayaks in that they are designed specifically to deal with fast 
moving water, and are often shorter and more manoeuvrable. 
Most kayaks are made of plastic today, although some ‘racers’ 
or ‘squirt boaters’ use kayaks made of fibreglass composites. 
If flipped upside down, skilled paddlers can easily roll them 
back upright.

Vaughn has numerous kayaks and two canoes. One of the 
canoes is designed strictly for whitewater paddling and not for 
the ocean.
“It’s a ‘ballet dancer’, weighs 68 pounds and is built using 

space vehicle technology,” she says. “It turns very, very quickly, 
and of course on the ocean you are interested in going in a long 
straight line.” 

Diana became interested in boats in 1982 while “dabbling” 
around Lake Washington in a rented boat with her four-year-old 
grandson who was visiting from Canada. They took a five-day 
canoe trip on the Willamette River in southern Oregon when he 
was 12. She smiles and says, “The trip was not a success. My 
grandson was more interested in listening to the radio than pad-
dling, but I was hooked.” 

Vaughn became interested in kayaking in 1997 when she con-
templated retiring from nursing and moving to Central America. 
She was drawn to Belize and Costa Rica for the mountain climb-
ing, beautiful beaches, and warm coastal Caribbean waters for 
boating. Diana decided she needed a light kayak to take on the 
trip, and ended up building her own with the help of a master 
boat builder.

The resulting 45-pound kayak is a work of functional art 
and is a favourite of Vaughn’s to this day. It’s made of exotic 
tropical plywood, and glassed with light fibreglass cloth. The 
foam cores used as stiffeners are light and flexible, but add 
rigidity once they are epoxied into place. To conserve weight 
the kayak has no bulkheads, so storage consists of long dry 

Spend less time MAINTAINING...

...and more time ENJOYING!

4290 Padgett Road www.valleybuildingsupplies.com

See  next page  
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St John Ambulance
5907 Arbutus Ave
Open Mon – Fri, 8:30 – 4:30
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Supported by the Province of British Columbia

Same Kits    New Prices!

CHECK OUT OUR NEW LOWER PRICES 
ON ALL FIRST AID KITS!

Level 1 Kit now $43
Marine Kit now $23
Family Kit now $13

plus MANY MORE available!!

July 22 & 23    August 25 & 26

and it’s just $75 + GST

Summer Camp for Kids

bags that unzip down their full length like a sock — one in the 
bow and one in the stern. This is a tough little craft with car-
bon fibre and Kevlar combined with graphite to add strength 
along the sheer.

Diana is a paddling purist, so there are no rudders or lines 
in her kayak to create extra weight. She explains, “Canoes 
and kayaks paddle differently. In a canoe if you paddle on the 
left side, the bow will try to swing to 
the left. In a kayak, the bow swings to 
the right. In this kayak, to turn, you do 
what is called a ‘carve’ or a ‘lean turn’ 
to accomplish what rudders would nor-
mally do.”

The kayak was a success, but Belize 
and Costa Rica did not work out for 
Diana, but her second choice of mov-
ing to Powell River in 1999 to be close 
to her family turned out to be her best 
choice. In 2004 she made the big jump 
across Malaspina Strait to Texada Island. 
She loves the coast, but says, “My thin 
plywood kayak has a problem with the 
oyster beaches — they tend to rip up the 
hull, though nothing that another coat 
of epoxy can’t fix.”

Diana is a people person, and canoes 
and kayaks with groups of like minded 
people enjoying their favourite rec-
reation of exploring new locales and 
pristine waters. “The nice thing about 
kayaks”, according to Diana, “is that 

you can you can get into places that larger boats can’t go”. 
She usually takes her twelve-and-a-half-pound kayak made 
of Ultra Light on these expeditions, and paddles solo. She 
has explored, and canoed or kayaked some of North Amer-
ica’s most spectacular rivers and waterways, including the 
Oxbow and Green River tributaries of the Grand Canyon. 

“Our group paddled for five days, and climbed a half mile 

to see the 10 mile arroyo we had to paddle around,” she 
recounts, but admits, “I love trees and got bored with the 
sandstone cliffs.”

In 2003 Diana and three others paddlers did a re-enactment 
of the 1804 Lewis and Clark 8,000 mile expedition. Lewis and 
Clark travelled up the Missouri River and across mountains to 
the Pacific Ocean. They had to travel upstream against a mighty 
river with only paddles, oars, ropes, poles, and sail. Diana’s 
group rented a car in Portland, Oregon and drove to St. Louis, 
Missouri. After renting boats, paddles, and all the gear, they set 
off from Wood River, with someone driving the rented car as 
support, which they returned with 8,000 miles on the odometer. 

“We went by many different watercraft including canoes, kayaks, 
and even a stern wheeler to get back to the Pacific Coast,” ex-
plains Vaughn. “Lewis and Clark’s expedition took two and a 
half years and we did it in three weeks due to time constraints.” 
They could have benefited from a guide such as Sacagawea, the 
Shoshone interpreter for Lewis and Clark, as many times they 
did not know where they were.

Stamina is essential for this dynamic sport. Diana has a 
photo of a 65-year-old paddling partner standing on his head 
in a kayak on a whitewater stretch of the Nisqually River 
in Washington. In 2007, despite a shoulder injury, Vaughn 
led a group of experienced paddlers and one novice on an 
expedition to BC’s Murtle Lake in Wells Gray Provincial Park. 
Murtle Lake is the largest freshwater lake in North America 
without powerboats on it, and Diana’s group including four 
American’s, were treated to spectacular scenery, a 100-mile 
shoreline, and terrible weather after their mile-and-a-half 
portage into the lake.

StIll WAtERS: Paddling the calm waters off texada Island in a kayak is pretty tame for 
Diana vaughn, who is also a whitewater canoeing expert.
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For all your design and printing needs, call
Quadra Island in BC’s Strait of Georgia is one of Diana Vaughn’s favourite kayaking 

spots. “It has five freshwater lakes, and one of them has a campsite from which you 
can portage over a trail to the ocean to kayak in the narrows. One trip was made up 
of 14 paddlers from California, Washington and New York, and the weather was fan-
tastic.” As leader she scouts out all the locations beforehand, and vets new paddlers 
on their skill level for safety reasons. If it is lacking, she will tell them, “This may be 
a little hard for you.”

She has taught private lessons in Washington where she still has a home, but 
now only leads groups as a volunteer due to the heavy liability insurance involved. 
She recommends that people who would like to learn to kayak in the Powell River 
area should contact Adam Vallance who runs Powell River Sea Kayak and gives 
lessons.

Diana’s American friends love to explore and paddle Canadian waters. Why? Diana 
laughs: “Because it’s foreign, and when you go to a foreign country you really get 
know the geography and people even better than the locals do. For example, I go over 
to Powell River and lead hikes every Wednesday. Quite a few people have never been 
on Texada Island, and have lived in Powell River for 50 years.”

There are so many beautiful areas to kayak on the Sunshine Coast that it’s hard for 
Diana to pick a favourite. She mentions Hummingbird Cove near Saltery Bay, Desola-
tion Sound, Ragged Islands, Powell Lake canoe route, and Shelter Point on Texada 
Island, where she likes to put in at the log dump because there are fewer people and 
it’s usually less windy.

When asked about her plans for 2008, Diana says, “I am supposed to be leading my 
Washington group on a trip to Northern California on the American River, a tributary 
of the Sacramento — if I can generate enough interest. The group has only one big trip 
a year, and it’s quite a big deal. It takes a few days for most people to get there, so there 
has to be enthusiasm.” This busy lady does not even own a television set.

If in Powell River or on Texada Island you spot a diminutive figure dressed in a 
black wet suit and sporting a big smile, with one to six kayaks nestled on the roof 
of her truck, you may indeed be face to face with Diana Vaughn, Texada’s kayaker 
par excellence. 
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See us for your gardening needs,organic fertilizers, 
pet & livestock supplies, fencing, gates, and more!

Tigger guarantees the Best

eight-legged friends and tentacle-eating slugs
It’s a different world under the waves

By Sean Percy

With our house in disarray and still 
sans kitchen following our recent 

attempts at home makeover, I figured tak-
ing a day to go scuba diving was out of the 
question for the sake of marital peace.

But then my boss suggested that an 
article on scuba diving would be a good 
fit for our July issue so I had to go. Some-
times bosses aren’t so bad.

The folks at Alpha Dive and Kayak had 
arranged a fun dive excursion on a Friday 
evening at the Saltery Bay picnic site, and 
that event fit the bill perfectly. However, I 
hadn’t been diving in the ocean in almost 
a year, and my dive buddy, my father, 
was testing out a new buoyancy compen-
sator. So, rather than holding back the 
12 divers heading out to the anemone 
field off Kent’s Beach, we set off on our 
own towards Octopus City in the hopes 
of rousting out some of its eight-legged 
denizens.

We suited up and walked into the water 
at the boat launch. After double check-
ing all our connections, valves and seals, 
we descended and began the swim west 
across the sandy bottom.

ExPloRInG locAl WAtERS: Local nurse eilish murphy is a recently certified scuba diver, 
here exploring the emerald waters of Saltery Bay.
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In just nine feet (3m) of water, we ran into a small copper 
rockfish (Sebastes caurinus), lurking in the waving fronds of eel-
grass. A moment later it was apparent why he had been attracted 
to the shallow water, as we swam through a shoal of sand lance, 
commonly called needlefish (Ammodytes hexapterus). Then a 
school composed of a variety of species of perch flashed by.

As we got into deeper water, the nutrient-rich water became a 
soup of living things, many so small as to be almost invisible. But 
one, about a centimetre across and two centimetres long, caught 
my eye. The little jellyfish was transparent, save an orange band 
above a fringe of tentacles only a millimetre or so long. I hadn’t 
seen this species before, and was mesmerized by the intricate 
details of the little creature, but was brought back to reality by 
the realization my father’s fins were disappearing into the dis-
tant green. I sprinted to catch up, then 
we swam together a few feet over the 
sandy bottom, watching as Pacific sand 
dabs (Citharichthys sordidus), C-O sole 
(Pleuronichthys coenosus), and a var-
iety of other flatfish darted away at our 
approach.

We soon came on the submerged 
cable that runs from the shore out to 
the massive boulders that form Octopus 
City. Crab shells littered the entrance to 
a cave dug under a boulder the size of 
a compact car. My breathing quickened. 
This was why we had come to this spot. Would the Giant Pacific 
Octopi (Enteroctopus dofleini) be home? My flashlight probed into 
the darkness, and by standing on my head to get a good view, I 
was able to make out white suckers on the octopus tentacles. 
The suckers were larger than a toonie, making it a good-sized 
octopus. She refused to come out and play, but as I rose above 
the bottom four copper rockfish and a male kelp greenling (Hexa-
grammos decagrammus) greeted me as they hovered between a 
stand of plumose anemones growing on top of the rock. At first, 
I counted three white and three orange anemones, but on closer 
inspection, there was another orange one that had withdrawn 
into itself. Instead of resembling a cauliflower with a long stem 
like his neighbours, this example of Metridium farcimen  looked 
like a sloppy cow patty.

We moved over to a second large boulder in slightly deeper 
water at 65 feet. Another octopus was home here, but also dug 
deep into his burrow far beneath the rock, and not interested in 
company. He was slightly smaller, with his largest suckers only 
about the size of a loonie.

We were soon distracted by a giant nudibranch (Dendronotus 
iris) dancing in the water column about 10 feet off the bottom. 
A close relative of the slug, the nudibranchs got all the looks in 
this family. About 10 inches long, it is partially transparent, with 
frosting at the tips of the dozens of soft, delicate spines along its 
back and a white edging along the bottom foot. But the soft and 
delicate appearance belies the predatory nature of this creature. 
They crawl around the bottom in search of their favourite snack 
– tentacles of the burrowing anemone (Pachycerianthus fimbri-
atus). When they find one, they rear up and pounce. The anem-
one withdraws into its burrow in a flash, but the nudibranch 
usually gets a mouthful of tasty tentacles in the process.

Usually, nudibranchs of all sorts crawl around the bottom 
grazing, but on this day we spotted three giants “dancing” a few 
feet off the bottom. I’ve seen Dendronotus iris swim to escape 
predators, but none are in sight. I wonder if perhaps they’re 
planning to attack their hapless anemone prey from above.

Later, we see a cluster of nudibranch eggs. Feather dusters or 
crinoids (Florometra Serratissima), relatives of the starfish and 
sea urchins, festoon the rocks, waving their arms to filter small 
particles of food from the seawater. The greenling from the octo-
pus rock escorts us as we head into shallower water. At 47 feet, 
we find a crab trap, perhaps lost in a storm. I wonder briefly how 
many crabs it killed before it rotted, and I hope the user had used 
the regulation rot cord designed to keep such traps from becom-
ing continuous killers. But this trap’s capturing days are long over. 
It is partially collapsed and now covered in sponges, bryozoans, 
anemones and feather stars. A sand dab darts away as we swim 
over, and crashes into a sculpin, who seems annoyed at the intru-
sion, but only moves a couple of inches. A hooded nudibranch, 
Melibe leonina, drifts in the current, its bulbous hood waving in 

the current to catch tiny crustaceans. 
A sea star (Evasterias troschelii) 

catches my eye because of its unusual 
shape. We’ve seen dozens on this dive, 
but this one, instead of the normal five 
arms, has three normal-size arms, one 
that has been chopped half off, and the 
fifth is just a tiny stub beginning to re-
grow, probably after it broke it off like 
a lizard’s tail to escape some predator. 
Life has been difficult for this starfish. 
But it seems to be doing well now, 
feeding on a small clam.

Life is everywhere on the ocean floor, but our time here is too 
short. Nearly an hour has passed, and our air supply is running 
low, but it seems as if we have been down only a few minutes.

After peeling off our dry suits and stowing our equipment 
in the car, I visit with the other divers over a piece of Helen 
Whitaker’s key lime pie. Whitaker had found a bottle to add to 
her collection.

“I find something neat on every dive,” she said.
The highlight for Jason Dunkley was spotting a two-foot hali-

but, which, he said, wasn’t even scared of him.
Eilish Murphy said she enjoyed the variety of life, particularly 

a two-foot wide sun star (Pycnopodia helianthoides).
“It was funny when (dive master) Scott (Friesen) wore that as 

a hat,” said Murphy.
Erwin DeBruin, visiting from Leiden, Netherlands, called the 

dive “a great experience.” He wouldn’t single out a highlight. 
“Saying the highlight was one big sea star and a big fish just 
doesn’t do the dive justice,” said DeBruin.

Event organizer Kathy Friesen said the Friday evening dive 
and kayak session proved more popular than the usual weekend 
fun dives. In all, 25 people were involved in the dive, kayak and 
picnic.

“Having the kayaks here for the non-divers was fun,” she 
said. “It was a really great evening.” 

4871 Joyce Ave 604 485-0288

“Everything for the Heart of the Home”
on the boardwalk at
Crossroads Village
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Sunshine Speakers toastmasters: Interested in communica-
tion, leadership and public speaking? Toastmasters next meet-
ing is 6 pm July 28. “A Taste of Toastmasters,” is a potluck 
summer meeting that is sure to be fun. Please call Jim at 604 
485-4355 or Kevin 604 483-9052.

Second tuesdays: Living with Cancer Support Group, 
1:30 – 3:30 pm at Breakwater Books, Alberni St. All cancer pa-
tients, survivors and loved ones welcome. For more informa-
tion, 1-888-229-8288.

third tuesdays: Powell River Garden Club meets at 7 pm at 
Community Living Place.

July 1 – 5: Kathaumixw presents 18 spectacular concerts, 6 
choral competitions and 3 vocal solo competitions. A complete 
list of choirs and artists can now be viewed at www.katha-
umixw.org

July 9: A Life Before Plastic display sponsored by Pebble in a 
Pond at the Powell River Historical Museum. 9 am to 4:30 pm 
seven days a week, July and August. Grand opening Wednes-
day, July 9 at 7 pm.

July 12: Jazz Vespers at St. David and St. Paul Anglican Church. 
A service of music and meditation, 4:30 pm. Hannah Main-van 
der Kamp will read and Jim Dickson will provide the music. 
Everyone welcome. For more information call 604 483-4230 or 
604 487-0750.

July 19: 7:30 pm, Italian Community Club hosts musicians 
from the Slavic northeast region of Italy who will perform tra-
ditional folk music. Everyone welcome. Admission by dona-
tion.

July 20: Savary Island Fun Triathlon. Bike, swim, run be-
gins at Savary Island dock. Race Director: Paul Cummings 
604 485-0855.

July 20: Open Air Market is hosting a celebration of BC farm-
ing from 12:30 – 3 pm at the Open Air Market on McLeod Road, 
Paradise Valley. Corky Evans will be the guest speaker.

July 21: Monthly support group meeting for families affected by 

mental illness. At the Source Club, 4476 Cumberland St, 7 pm. 
For more information or a ride, please contact Lin Johnson, BC 
Schizophrenia Society, 604 486-0114.

July 25-27: Seafair, Willingdon Beach. This festival of-
fers a multitude of fun events for all ages. Starting with a 
treasure hunt, children’s coloring contest, and a business 
decorating contest. Food booths, crafts and information 
booths, outdoor entertainment, midway, bingo, parade, 
fireworks, kid’s day races, sandcastle contest and talent 
contest. For information call Donna Rekve at 604 483-4220. 
www.seafair-powell-river.com

August 1: Happy BC Day — provincial holiday.

August 7: Summer Curling Bonspiel, Powell River Curling 
Club. Fun for everyone. For more info call 604 483-9551.

August 16: Art in the Park Local artist works on display at the 
beach, children’s art, music.

August 16: Texada Sandcastle Weekend. Enjoy Island fun at 
the Texada Sandcastle Weekend. Various locations on Texada 
Island. For more info call Lee Thorp 604 486-7675 or visit www.
texada.org/eventscalendar 

August 16 -22: Blackberry Festival is a week-long celebration 
of the delectable berries that grow in abundance in the Pow-
ell River area. There are different events each day winding up 
with everyone’s favourite, the Marine Avenue Street Party.

Community calendar provides free listings for non-profit organizations 
and our advertisers. To post your event email bonnie@prliving.ca.

ScEnIc & SEREnE: Powell Lake just west of the Shinglemill, taken 
from Atlin Street off Wildwood Hill.

Photo: Works Consulting
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new wilderness program for struggling teens
School District 47 and Terracentric Coast-

al Adventures Ltd will launch a joint-
venture pilot program in April 2008 that 
will help struggling teens rediscover their 
strengths and experience success.

Terracentric’s Hugh Prichard is the Jade 
Coast Rediscovery Program coordinator 
and founder. He’s excited about the pro-
gram, which will help fill a gap for 13-to-18 
year olds who are struggling to find a ther-
apeutic program that will focus on results.

“The board of education identified the 
need for this type of program many years 
ago and has a huge vested interest in the 
program because if we do 
not take care of our chil-
dren’s physical, social 
and emotional needs first 
we will never get to the 
point where we can edu-
cate them,” said Jay Yule, 
School District 47’s Super-
intendent of Schools.

Terracentric has been 
working with School Dis-
trict 47 for ten years de-
signing and delivering 
adventure based learning 
programs. Prichard and 
Cindy Smith, Terracentric’s 
Therapeutic Coordinator, 
say the idea is to create a 
program that will focus on 
young people providing 
them with the opportunity 
to challenge themselves 
and develop skills.

“The board of education made a conscious 
decision to get tough on drugs with severe 
consequences however we feel an obliga-
tion to help students who are out of school 
be able to return ready to learn,” said Yule.

The idea behind this rediscovery program 
is to connect with ancient wisdom. The 
Jade Coast Rediscovery Program is con-
nected with “The Journey” as in the journey 
through the waters of Desolation Sound and 
the journey through life.

Participants will go on a 30-day supported 
wilderness based journey in the Desolation 
Sound area. They will be camping but will 
be in a safe environment and have regular 
opportunities to connect with support staff. 

They’ll be challenged to acquire new skills 
and use the skills they already have. They’ll 
learn about the power of self and how to 
build healthy relationships,” says Smith. 
There will also be a strong component of 
before and after care.

Before the journey begins youth will do 
individual work and learn “hard skills” nec-
essary to spend time on the water and land. 
Once they return, they will be supported 
to transfer what they’ve learned back into 
their everyday life.

All the things participants need to be suc-
cessful on the journey are the same skills 

and attributes that they need to go through 
life. There will a strong focus on individu-
al success as well as success for the team. 
Metaphors, such as how paddling into the 
wind and facing an obstacle in the wild is 
similar to what happens when you come up 
against an obstacle in life, are used. “How 
do you cope?” asks Prichard. “Do you fo-
cus on small goals like that rock that is 20 
metres away? Do you sing a song to distract 
yourself from the pain or the blister on your 
foot? What are your strategies for success?

The Jade Coast Rediscovery program is an 
opportunity for people to challenge them-
selves, develop new life skills and put to-
gether an action plan that will help them 
work through life’s challenges. It’s about 

setting goals, both long term and short term, 
and how to apply what was learned on the 
journey to everyday life, adds Smith. “It’s 
an individual process and each participant 
has an individual success plan they will 
work on. Although they will be challenged 
they will still be heard and make decisions 
for themselves and the group,” says Smith. 
“Communication skills are a huge part of 
the program. They will be able to use these 
skills today and use those skills in adult-
hood when they hit a brick wall.”

They will learn flexibility, empowerment 
and success. In fact, this program is set up 

for success. “They’ll come 
out saying ‘wow, I did 
that!,’” says Smith.

This program focuses on 
the four quadrants of health: 
spiritual, emotional, physi-
cal and mental. Prichard 
notes that generally young 
people no longer have the 
“coming of age” or “rite 
of passage” that they once 
did. This program will only 
work with the commitment 
of the community to sup-
porting vulnerable youth, 
said Yule.

It also depends on a 
strong partnership between 
School District 47, Tla’Amin 
Community Health Ser-
vices, Vancouver Coastal 
Health and Health Canada.

“It’s about focusing on core community is-
sues that need to be addressed and meeting 
youth at their level instead of sticking them 
just in treatment beds, which research has 
shown has little success,” says Prichard.

Smith says it is all about providing an en-
vironment that encourages change. “They 
need to know how to change, they want to 
change but must be allowed to change and 
people have to allow that change to contin-
ue when they return.”

Students who participate will receive aca-
demic credit for this program and program 
designers are building a plan to make this 
program financially accessible for youth and 
their families. This will be only the fourth 
program of its kind in Canada. 

In tHE WIlD: Laurier mathieu paddles the waters north of Desolation Sound.
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P.R. Town Centre Hotel 4:37 
Gov’t Ferry Wharf 4:40 Meets Comox Ferry  
P.R. Town Centre Hotel 4:45
Mall / Liquor Store (arrive) 4:50

Sunday
P.R. Town Centre Hotel 11:10 am
Beach Gardens Marina 11:25
Gov’t Ferry Wharf 11:40 Meets Comox Ferry
P.R. Town Centre Hotel 11:45
Mall / Liquor Store (arrive) 11:50

Mall / Liquor Store 12:30 pm
P.R. Town Centre Hotel 12:32
Beach Gardens Marina 12:45
Gov’t Ferry Wharf 1:00 Meets Texada Ferry
P.R. Town Centre Hotel 1:05
Mall / Liquor Store (arrive) 1:10

Mall / Liquor Store 2:30
P.R. Town Centre Hotel 2:32
Beach Gardens Marina 2:45
Gov’t Ferry Wharf 3:00
P.R. Town Centre Hotel 3:05
Mall / Liquor Store (arrive) 3:07

Town Centre CourTesy Van schedule
Available to Liquor Store, Mall, Marinas & Gov’t Ferry Wharf/South Harbour


