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this issue
Letha Bird grew up
in Powell River. She has
always had a keen interest
in wildlife and the outdoors
and is a member of Bear
Aware BC.
George Campbell’s

humorous column Side
Glances appeared in The
Powell River News for
many years. His wit, humour and offbeat observations about life have brightened everybody’s
day. Besides writing, George was a marriage
commissioner and is responsible for uniting
many couples.
Wanda Erikson is the

mother of Zachary Franske,
a Destination Imagination
team member. She works
as the Office Manager at
Vancouver Island University,
Powell River Campus.

our columnists
Wayne J. Lutz is the

author of the Up the Lake
books which focus on the
regional geography and
people of coastal BC from
Jervis Inlet to Desolation
Sound. He splits his residence between a float cabin on Powell Lake
and a city-folk condo in Los Angeles. He
can be contacted via his web site:
www.PowellRiverBooks.com.

Emma Levez-Larocque
Living Green

31

Kim Miller
Business Connections

24

Hailey Sacree loves to

read! She is a Grade 6 student at Grief Point Elementary School and language
arts is her favourite subject.
When Hailey finds a good
book it’s hard to tear her
away from it.

Sean Percy
Publisher's Message
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Isabelle Southcott
Family Matters

Roger Whittaker is a

writer, spoken word artist
and digital video creator
who lives in Powell River.

15

Marian Kemp has lived

and worked in Westview for
the last four years. She likes
gardening, animals, acting, is
a budding writer and has just
discovered Toastmasters.

It's not so much how busy you are, but why you
are busy. The bee is praised. The mosquito is swatted.
— Mary O'Connor (1925-1964)

Lisa Labree is an insur-

ance advisor with Dundee
Insurance Agency and
cofounder of Powell River
Women in Business. She is
a mom, loves the outdoors,
and is involved in many
activities throughout the community.

American Writer

Sunday, June 15th is

Father's Day

Powell River Living is a member of the Powell River
Chamber of Commerce & Tourism Powell River

A happy day to all you dads!

www.prliving.ca

THE AFFORDABLE USED CAR LOT
We accept all competitors’ customers
If we can’t get it, you don’t need it!
 $UNCAN 3T s   
We accept Visa and MasterCard
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By Sean Percy

Fine Jewellers since 1976

Change can be a bear
“T

he only constant is change.”
I wish I had been smart enough to
have written that. I suppose even if I was,
the proverb had been written long before
I was born.
But I can certainly attest to the truth of
the statement. My return to Powell River
last month drove that point home. Ten
years certainly can change things.
The demographics of Powell River have
changed dramatically, the economics
have shifted to less reliance on big industry and more small businesses, and the
environmental movement has moved into
the mainstream.
Of course I have changed, too. Maybe
wiser, definitely older, now with a family,
I look at Powell River with changed eyes.
Maybe things don’t change, just the way
we look at them? That’s another quote,
but I’m not sure I agree with Henry David
Thoreau. I think things do change, and so
does the way we look at them.
On the other hand, “the more things
change, the more they stay the same.”
Again, I’m a day late and a dollar short to
lay claim to that pithy saying. Or, rather,
two centuries late and on the wrong continent. But I understand completely what
Alphonse Karr was getting at.
When I visit businesses here, I’m often
greeted by familiar faces — the same faces

that were there a decade ago. Old friends,
also perhaps wiser and definitely older,
are still here. It’s a good, solid feeling.
And we’re still struggling with waterfront development — a theme that has
dogged Powell River’s history since the
beginning of Westview. Roger Whittaker
explores how history repeats itself in his
look at Westview’s history in this issue.
As a new resident of Wildwood, I was
also interested to see how the battle with
the bears has changed little over the decades. The only way to “win” that battle,
of course, is to peacefully co-exist, which
is easier said that done, when I want
my apples, and so do the bears. In this
month’s issue, Bear Aware member Letha
Bird offers some tips on how to make the
situation bearable.
And, on the lighter side, George Campbell takes us on one of his hilarious adventures, also with Powell River’s wildlife,
which refuses to stay wild.
As George notes, sometimes if we don’t
change, the results can be disastrous. But
as long as we can still chuckle about it,
we’ll survive.

Associate Publisher

Pass the Hat for the CAT
The goal is to have Powell River’s CAT Scan bought and operational
in 2009. POWELL RIVER LIVING supports the Pass the Hat for the
CAT campaign. We will keep you updated on the progress. In the
meantime, can you help?

S OF
TOTAL A 8
200
28 May

0

$709,60

Foundation Office
   s %XT 
To make a donation, please mail your cheque to Powell River General Hospital
CAT Scanner Campaign, 5000 Joyce Ave, Powell River, BC, V8A 5R3
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Pearls perhaps?
We carry a selection of fine
pearl jewellery that she
will simply love.
Osca can
makeover your
dated setting into
a new, customized
piece. Let us discuss
the options with
you.

Ask to see our selection of

$3,000,000

$3,000,000

2,000,000

2,000,000

1,000,000

1,000,000

500,000

for women and men

500,000

DARE TO COMPARE
Quality, Service & Value
604 485-6555

Expert Craftsman
Jewellery & watch repair on premises
n *OYCE !VE s CROSSROADS VILLAGE

5

Powell River Highland Dancers off to Victoria

T

en Powell River Highland Dancers will travel to Victoria
in July to participate in the Canadian Championship
Series.
“The last time these competitions were in BC was in 2002,”
said Margaret Wrotny, highland dance teacher. “It’s a great opportunity for our girls to watch the best in the country compete.”
The provincial representatives will compete for the Canadian
title at this event. One day is an open championship which is
open to anyone from any country. Australia, New Zealand, the
United States, and Scotland have competed in the past.
Wrotny has been teaching highland dancing since the 1990s.
She is a member of the Scottish Dance Teachers’ Association.
The Powell River dancers will perform traditional highland
dances such as Flings, The Sword Dance, Seann Truibhas and
the Highland Reel.
Margaret’s parents immigrated to Powell River from Scotland in 1962. Her father, Bob Hutton, plays the bagpipes,
and came here to play in the mill’s pipe band. “He still
plays for the dancers with John MacDonald,” Margaret
said.
Off to the championships are: Zoe Crookshanks, 7; Ally Boyd,
5; Sophia Lazaroff, 10; Ceilidh Lazaroff, 13; Sydni Long, 10; Cal-

6

lie McNeil, 10; Cailin Tyrell, 11; Ailisan Wrotny, 6; Alex Young,
13 and Sydney Young, 12.
Good luck girls!

LET’S DANCE: Some of these girls are among those who will participate in the Canadian Championships next month.
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Summer camps
Opportunities for growth
By Isabelle Southcott

S

ummer, kids and camp go together like peanut butter, jam hall. All these experiences contain valuable lessons that help us
and bread.
as individuals.
Some of my best memories were made while attending horseThere are a number of summer camps in the Powell River area
back riding camps back in the Maritimes. Each summer, my to choose from with everything from week-long overnight camps
horse-crazy best friend and I would pick a camp we wanted to to three-day camps to day camps. Camp providers include School
attend (based on the purported equine activities) and convince District 47, Leisure Services and Terracentric Adventures.
our Moms and Dads that we simply HAD to attend this camp.
The school district is offering four eco-adventure camps this
Luckily, it wasn’t difficult to convince them.
summer for students in grades 5, 6 and 7 at Rainbow Lodge
My family also went to a Unitarian family camp in Bangor, on Powell Lake. The camps, which will be held in August,
Maine where we spent time away from the everyday routine and are Budding Artist Camp from August 4-9; Discovery Science
chores of life. There we met new
friends, discovered new artistic
talents (I learned how to make
sand candles and early Caveman
jewellery) and enjoyed the beauty
and simplicity of the beautiful
beach and surrounding woods.
Fran Ferguson, a registered
clinical counsellor with a masters
in education, works with children
and adults. She was involved
with a family camp in Manitoba
as a member of its staff, program
and camp director and chair of
the board. “At Camp Wasaga, the
entire family comes for a week at
a time and there’s tremendous opportunity for individual growth,
family bonding and building connections between families that
last a lifetime. Some of my best
friends continue to be those I met
at camp.”
Ferguson, a strong believer
Snorkelling in the Copeland Islands: Just one of the exin summer camps, says they
periences open to Powell River youth among the many programs like
are all about building skills and
making friends. “What I have
this offered by TerraCentric Adventures.
seen happen with kids at camp
as they celebrate the sheer excitement of seeing or doing some- Camp from August 11-15; Adventures in Filmmaking from Authing for the first time is unforgettable. For some, from the city, gust 18-29 and Jam-Out Music Camp from August 25-29. For
it was the first time they saw a deer or a rabbit. Just being able more information call Brooks Secondary School at 604 483.3171
to observe wildlife and have new and outstanding experiences. or email jpalm@sd47.bc.ca or visit www.sd47.bc.ca (use the
I know a number of people whose lives have been changed What’s New tab).
because of camp.”
Brooks teacher Ryan Barfoot, the sustainability and ecological
There’s nothing like sleeping under the stars or in a rustic education coordinator, says the camps will include “intensive
cabin with eight others, using an outhouse, and eating in a mess learning under the guise of intensive fun.”

Home Town Service, Worldwide Presence

POWELL
RIVER
Independently Owned and Operated

4545 Marine Ave
1.877.485.2742
604.485.2741
www.remax-powellriver-bc.com
email: remax-powellriverbc@shaw.ca
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“We’ll do canoeing, team building activities, games and
sports,” says Barfoot.
In addition to the eco-adventure camps, the school district will
offer LEAP (Leadership Ecology Adventure Pogram) camps for
local high school students again. These camps help students discover and develop leadership skills while exploring the outdoors.
LEAP is an accredited program and upon completion of LEAP,
students earn a school credit in Applied Leadership Studies.
For the younger kids there are summer day camps. Leisure
Services and Terracentric Coastal Adventures offer a variety of
programs for children younger children from ages 6-13. Terracentric also offers family camps of up to three days. This year
Leisure Services is offering a day camp that runs from Monday
to Thursday and concludes with an overnight camp out.
Day camps are a great change from daycare for children of
parents who have to work. Day camps at the complex include
Beach Party, Survivor Camp, Outdoor Adventures, Wet and Wild
and The Amazing Race.
Christine Hollmann of Terracentric has been running camps
for five years and she sees tremendous growth take place during
camps. “When the kids get so excited about being in the outdoors, about being out on the rope course and building forts…
it often can be the simplest activity but when they are on their
own and learning new skills you see really amazing things happen.”
Terracentric runs day camps for three different age groups.
Their groups are small — “we take six in total and have dates in
July and August.”
“Campers go kayaking, snorkeling and out in the Zodiak.
They play nature discovery games, exploring the environment
and learning by doing,” said Hollmann.
Transportation with carpooling and shuttles will be available
for those who live in the city as most of Terracentric’s programs
originate in Lund. “We are at the entrance to the Copeland Islands and the entrance to Desolation Sound. These are our playgrounds!”
And don't wait too long to investigate and register because
programs do fill up quickly.

Serving Savary Island &
Surrounding Areas

Daily Scheduled runs
to Savary Island. Please
phone for reservations
and schedule information.

Charters Available
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Hats off to young artists
CAT scan campaign support
By Hailey Sacree

T

hey’re everywhere. You’ve seen them — the pictures of the
cats around town. Their purpose is to help raise money so
Powell River can have its very own CAT scan. Our hospital
does not have a CAT scan, therefore patients who need a scan
have to be transported to another hospital. Well somebody decided it was high time we got one, but those things cost a lot
of money.
To help with the fundraising the organizers came to our school,
Grief Point Elementary, asking for sketches. It was a fabulous
idea and everyone was excited when the news spread around
the classrooms that three talented girls from Grief Point were the
contest winners. Somebody’s drawing was going to be on a pen,
another in the newspaper and one on the collecting can.

GOOD DESIGNS: Winners of the Pass the Hat for the CAT logo contest were, from left, Grade 7 student Kianna Thistlethwaite; Grade
6 student Tia-Hanna Bryan; Grade 5 student Dyan MacNeill. They
show their winning works with Shirley Koleszar, a member of the
Powell River Hospital Foundation and the CAT Scan team.

Tia-Hanna Brian was one of the lucky winners. Her wonderful design is on the pen. Tia-Hanna said, “When I heard it was
for the hospital and we needed the CAT scan I thought this is
what I could do to help out. I was really surprised that I won
but I am really happy that I did. I chose my design when I saw
a cute cat lying on a log and so I kind of drew it like that but
with a hat.”
Kianna Thistlewate’s design is in the newspaper. She said, “I
was really surprised when my design was picked but happy to
help. I wanted to enter the contest because if mine won it could
help spread the word.”
Last, but certainly not least, Dyan McNeil’s design is on the can
being used to collect money and this is what she had to say. “I
picked the design because we are trying to raise money for a CAT
scan and so I drew a cat reaching for the money and taking it out
of the hat. I really like to draw so that is why I entered, and I was
so excited when they chose my design and really happy.”
As you can see this was a wonderful and fun idea, the contest
was for a great cause and the winners are happy to have helped.
Who wouldn’t be? It’s not every day you win a contest for a
fundraiser and have your art work all over town!
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People and technology make
Fire & Rescue successful
McGregor Building
6910 Duncan Street
Powell River, BC V8A 1V4
Tel 604 485-6291
Fax 604 485-2913
www.PowellRiver.ca

CLOSE CALL
A fire in an old church in the Townsite May 20 was a near disaster
averted by the quick thinking of
the homeowner and quick action
by Powell River firefighters.
A man was soldering water
pipes in the historical building,
when the flames escaped and
started running through the floor.
“Once he realized it was burning, he was surprised by how
quickly it was spreading,” said fire
chief Dean Gerhart.
In old wood buildings like the
church, fire can spread quickly,
and with a strong wind blowing
that day, even nearby buildings
could have been at risk. Fortunately, the fire didn’t get a chance
to spread far.
Using his thumb to direct water from the pipes he had been
soldering, the man managed to
knock down the worst of the
fire, but when firefighters arrived,
there was heavy smoke and they
had to tackle a stubborn fire that
got in between the bottom and
second floor.
Here, technology came to
their aid. Using a thermal imaging camera, firefighters were able
track down the exact location of
the smouldering wood, despite
the thick smoke that required
use of self-contained breathing
apparatus.
That technology allowed firefighters to focus their efforts,
and prevent thousands of dollars
of further damage that, prior to
the thermal imager, would have
been required to ensure the fire
was completely out.
“It saves time finding where
the hot spot is. And it saves homeowners and the insurance
company lots of money,” said assistant fire chief Tom Ellis.

P

owell River Fire and Rescue is in very experienced hands.
The senior management team boasts 95 years
of experience in the fire service.
Chief Dean Gerhart is in his 36th year in the fire
service. Deputy chief Dan Ouellette has 24 years
under his belt, and Tom Ellis, the assistant fire
chief, is another 35 year veteran.
All that experience translates into excellent training for firefighters, fire prevention programs, and
top-notch emergency planning.
But the chiefs say that without the hard work
and dedication of the firefighters they supervise,
the fire and rescue program in Powell River simply wouldn’t work.
The team also include four captains, whose experience ranges from 18 to 30 years, and eight
firefighters, some of whom has been with the
department for as long as 15 years. A part-time
secretary also helps out three days a week.
The career force is supplemented by 34 auxiliaries. Although that number fluctuates, those
on-call staff provide a vital service. At most times,
there are just two career firefighters responding to calls. WorkSafe rules require at least five
firefighters on scene before crews can enter a
smoke-filled building — two to go in, two for rescue,
and one to operate the pump. Fifteen are needed to battle a house fire.
“So you can see we need another 12 (auxiliaries) to show up,” said Gerhart. “If not, we can’t
perform our job correctly or in a timely manner.”
Changing demographics have taken their toll on
the auxiliary ranks, and the department is now
actively recruiting.
The shortage of auxiliaries is not a problem peculiar to Powell River, but it will be an “ongoing issue
as the community gets older and there are fewer
younger folks to draw from,” said Ouellette.
The auxiliary program has been the feeder program for the career positions in the department.
“All our career staff have been hired from the
auxiliary ranks. We expect to continue to do that,”
said Ouellette.
Auxiliaries have to meet the same rigorous standards as career staff, and that training is provided
by the department.
Ouellette said there are many reasons people
join the auxiliary force.

Powell River Living : june 2008

“People want to give back to their communities,
and the fire department has an alluring persona.
Some people want to challenge themselves. And
some want to be career members and this is the
vehicle to do so.”
Powell River has also been benefitting from
new technology that allows them to do more
with fewer people.
“With the newer technology comes the ability
to work smarter and with fewer people,” said
Gerhart.
One example of that is the thermal imager (see
sidebar CLOSE CALL). Another is the new rescue/
pumper truck that went into service on Dec. 20.
The rear-mounted pumper allows more room
on the truck, so that between the rescue pump-

WANT TO BE A FIREFIGHTER?
Pick up an application form at
City Hall or #1 Fire Hall on Courtenay St
or from www.powellriverfirerescue.com
Want to know more? Call 604 485-4431

er and the ladder truck, fire fighters carry about
90 per cent of the equipment the department
might need on a call on just two trucks.
“Instead of a standalone rescue truck, we have
incorporated a lot of that equipment on the fireline pumper. It’s the first truck out, and it’s also
bringing rope rescue and entry and auto extrication tools. We’re bringing everything everywhere
we go,” said Ouellette.
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Fundraising on the run
In support of the CAT Scan

W

e finally broke the $700,000 mark in fundraising for the er this year he decided to concentrate his fundraising efforts on
the CAT Scan campaign. He says fellow employees at the mill
CAT Scan campaign!
As of May 28, $709,600 had been raised. This amount does have been very generous over the years. “I’m very thankful for
not include the neighbour-to-neighbour campaign, which will the support I get from Catalyst.”
To date, he has over $1,800 in pledges for the CAT Scan cambe reported next month.
paign.
Fundraising efforts for the CAT
Tyler realized how important it is
Scan continue with some unique
to have a CAT Scan in Powell River
ideas coming to the forefront.
after hearing a story about a womOff and running is the father and
an’s husband who had died because
son team of Doug and Tyler Lanigan
of a brain tumour. “She feels that if
who will do the 64-kilometre Great
we’d had a CAT Scan he might be
Walk from Gold River to Tahsis on
alive today.”
June 7.
“I can see the impact of what I am
It is the 10th time for Doug but the
doing. This is local and the money
first for Tyler. Amazingly, Doug usuwill benefit our area.”
ally runs the grueling route.
On Saturday, June 7 from 10 am
“They will try to stay together,”
to
2 pm, Powell River residents insays Doug’s wife and Tyler’s mom
terested in donating their climate
Carrie. “It should work out well
action dividends cheques issued by
with Doug’s age and Tyler’s exuberthe provincial government will have
ance!”
the opportunity to learn how they
Doug has participated in the Great WARMING UP: Tyler and Doug Lanigan are getting
can help the CAT Scan campaign.
Walk for the last 10 years and in the
ready to run the Great Walk to raise money for the
CAT Scan campaign.
Information booths will be set up
past raised funds for cancer howevat Crossroads Village, Safeway, Powell River General Hospital, PR Health
Foundation, Starbucks, Liquidation World and Wal-Mart.
“We are here to help the community and provide information
on how to receive and donate your dividends,” said Dundee
Insurance advisor Lisa Labree.
Carpet, Lino, Blinds,
A number of businesses, including Your Dollar Store, Robin’s
Laminates, Hardwoods
Donuts, Liquidation World, and Dundee Wealth Management
& Area Rugs
are sponsoring this event.
4683 Marine Ave, Powell River, BC
“Stop by one of these stations and receive free donuts, water
(604) 485-5356
and balloons and an information flyer on how to donate your
dividends.”

+PZDF"WF 1PXFMM3JWFSt
01&/BNoQN %BZTB8FFL
COMPLETE EXCHANGE SERVICE
available for all fluids:
engines, radiators, transmissions,
differentials and transfer cases.
HAND CAR WASHES, interior
detailing, waxing, shampooing,
spotting and polishing.
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7245 Duncan St, Powell River s 604 485-2527
OPEN 9:30 am to 4:00 pm, Tuesday to Saturday
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Lessons learned from accident and rehabilitation
By Marian Kemp

I

climbed of out the car by the foot of the
stairs. My work boots had some wavy
treads, but they were a bit smoothed out
by 20 years of occasional wear. Somehow, I slipped. I tried to save myself but
couldn’t. My left foot caught and all my
weight went onto it. I think I heard (or
felt) something snap. Then I crashed
down on the snow.
My daughter, the taxi driver, heard me
gasp as she got out of the car. A second
later, she heard me scream and she said
to herself, “Oh-oh! She’s broken something.”
She was right.
This happened on Christmas Eve, at my
daughter’s house in Whistler. We had returned from Christmas dinner, at a house
with a steep driveway. I managed that
with no problem — then slipped in six
inches of soft snow. It’s a bit like the explorer who goes around the world, meeting all manner of perils, then comes home
and hits his head on the edge of the bath-

Jumpin Jodhpurs

3483 Padgett Road

604 485-7711

More than just a tack store!

tub, is knocked out — and then drowns in
six inches of water.
I slipped in six inches of snow and
broke my ankle. It was a “non-displaced”
fracture; the bone broke but did not separate. I was lucky.
The next eight weeks were a round
of casts, visits to the orthopedist in
Campbell River, lots of sitting and lying
around — and hundreds of thousands of
revolutions of the wheelchair’s wheels.
It has been an adventure and a learning
experience. I hope to not have to repeat it,
but it sure was valuable to learn firsthand
what it is like to be disabled and confined
to a wheelchair.
There is help to be had, which one can
accept without feeling less of a person. People want to help those who are disabled.
This country has come a long way since the
1970s, when we first started taking bites out
of sidewalks on street corners.
Even with all the help, though, a disability is not easy to cope with. It takes

Herondell
BED & BREAKFAST
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.PUPSDZDMF
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much work, patience, trial-and-error, and
persistence.
I know. My father was “crippled” as
they said in the first three-quarters of the
20th century. His right arm was badly
damaged at the elbow when he was 13.
He was rehabilitating himself and going
to physiotherapy for years. He was so successful with his recovery that I never realized he was “crippled’ until he told me,
when I was 15, that he could be considered so.
He was trying to teach me the importance of work and patience in perfecting rehabilitation, no matter how long it
takes.
I would like to proffer my heartfelt
thanks to the many people in Powell
River who helped me this past winter
and spring, while I was laid up. Not the
least of these is my husband, Phil, who
fed me, encouraged me and put up with
my occasional bad moods. “Thank you,”
one and all.

Our 20th year of hosting travellers!
No beds for unexpected guests?
Give us a call @ 604 487-9528

Nancy and Alex Hollmann
www.seevirtual360.com/2678 or www.pixsell.bc.ca.2183

RR #1, Black Point, #29 Powell River, BC V8A 4Z2

ATTENTION GRADS:
Not sure what to do next year?
First Year University Foundation Certificate
— Powell River, Theme: COMMUNITY SUSTAINABILITY

Up to $1000 bursary available to full-time students designed
to provide Powell River students with a rewarding first year
experience, in preparation for further academic study, providing a
Certificate of Completion for the University Foundation Program.

Are you starting your career or retiring early?

WORK AT SOMETHING YOU ENJOY!
Carpentry – Sustainable Building Practices
s  "URSARY AVAILABLE FOR EARLY REGISTRATION
s &OCUS ON SUSTAINABLE BUILDING PRACTICES
s 3TUDENTS FRAME A STRUCTURE TO LOCK UP

Attention: Apprentice Carpenters!
We are offering Carpentry – Level 2 in Powell River
s 3IX WEEK ,EVEL  !PPRENTICESHIP 4RAINING
s 3TART DATE -ARCH  

604.485.2878
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Destination Imagination
Terrific Chorific’s journey to global finals
By Wanda Erikson

A

fter many days of practices, fundraising, two days of travAfter the full day of activities it was off to the opening cerelling, a delayed flight, a missed connection and a bus emonies held in the Thompson Boiler building, which is like BC
ride that got us in at 4:30 in the morning we are finally here Place but on a smaller scale. Representatives from each team
in Knoxville, Tennessee. Tired but so excited at the same time. marched into the building carrying the flag from their respective
We are staying at the University of Tennessee, which is perched country while the rest of the team seated in the stands cheered
in the center of Knoxville and is larger than Disneyland itself. them on. Each of the teams are in coloured t-shirts specific to
There are over 1,000 teams that are competing in the global their Province/State/Country and seated in specific sections so
finals and over 20,000 people involved and concentrated at the University site. Wow, a bit overwhelming for a little team from Powell River but
Taylor, Shaelynn, Danielle, Jasper, Quinn and
Zachary have fit right in.
Our first day has been an experience in itself.
Just finding your way from site to site is an exercise in patience. Luckily for us the people of
Tennessee are extremely helpful, kind and generous. (They give us Canadians a run for our
money!) Their southern drawl and laid-back attitude keep you grounded and relaxed. I never
knew that a simple “Can I help you sweetheart?”
in a southern drawl would make me smile as
much as I have.
Pin trading is a huge phenomenon at this
event. Before we went we were told to buy some
BC Destination Imagination pins for the kids to
trade, which luckily we did as the trading happens all over the campus at all hours of the day FROM THOMSON TO TENNESSEE: Zachary Franske, Shaelynn Brown, Quinn Randle,
and night. Even the police trade pins here! The
Taylor Cooke, Jasper Mohan, Danielle McDonald represented their school at the
kids have gotten right into the trading and, not
Destination Imagination competition in Knoxville, TN.
wanting to be left out of the experience, so have
the parents! In fact, I am not sure who is enjoying it more - them or us. It has been a great way to meet people when you look around it is like a rainbow. The kids all were
and share experiences with the event. It is through these dis- given funny hats to wear and flashing toys to add to the fun.
cussions that I realized exactly how big this competition is for Shaelynn was chosen to be our team’s representative for the flag
people. Some of the participants have been competing since march and she did great! I asked her later how it was for her
Grade 2 and they are now at the University Level. I spoke with and she responded “Amazing!” Following the march there were
one parent whose child became involved at a young age so the all of the usual announcements you would expect but after that
parent began volunteering. That child is now 32 and the parent it was all about the laser show and music. The kids came out
is still involved.
of there so enthusiastic and happy nothing could have brought
In addition to the pin trading there are many activities for them down! My son Zach said it was the best time he has ever
the kids. A huge outdoor pool, sumo wrestling, karaoke, water had — even better than his trip to Hawaii (now that is good!)
slides, running around in a plastic bubble - you name it, they’ve
After the opening ceremonies it was off to meet our buddy
got it! It’s much better than Disneyland. There is no waiting in team from Guatemala who we partnered up with through the
line and the activities are interactive and imaginative. In fact ambassador program. They are a team of five boys aged 10-11
there is so much to do it is hard to get the kids focused on a who were a bit shy at first but all smiles. We spent more time
practice for their competition.
with them later in the week and even managed to get in a soccer
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game, which ended up in a tie (of course!). The kids had fun
exchanging pins and getting to know one another. They plan
to keep in touch through e-mail and hope to see one another
again next year.
On Thursday it was off to the team’s main challenge. During
their performance the auditorium was packed with kids all there
to cheer each other on. Our Powell River team had 30 minutes to
come up with a six-minute skit about teaching someone a song
but the song is similar in tune to another song. They also had to
incorporate one of the famous people they had researched, but
they did not know which person it would be until one minute
before their performance. During the skit there was a surprise
obstacle/challenge in which they had to improvise on the spot
to overcome. In the end they ran out of time for their skit but
managed to impress the judges with their performance and the
way they tackled the challenge.
Our last day was spent getting organized for our instant challenge and their big TAH-DAH at the end. For a TAH-DAH, the
team goes on stage after their instant challenge and performs
a final TAH-DAH for the crowd. While we were waiting for our
Terrific Chorific team we watched some of the others from North
Korea, Poland, Turkey and many different states. The one that
sticks out in my mind is the team from China who held hands
and sang a beautiful song in Chinese. I didn’t know the words
but the meaning of the song was not lost as tears rolled down
my cheeks.
In the hours leading up to the closing ceremonies Jasper, Danielle, Shaelynn, Quinn, Taylor and Zachary were filled with anticipation. Each was hoping beyond hope that they had placed
in the top three. Each was proud of their accomplishments and
of each other. They had come a long way to reach their dreams
and soon they would know how they did.
As we walked to the closing ceremonies I couldn’t help but
think about all of the people and businesses of Powell River
who came together to support the kids in their journey. We
could not have done this without everyone’s help and support.
What an amazing gift you have given these kids and the parents
who were fortunate enough to be with them in their journey.
Thank you!
During the closing ceremonies when the winners were announced our Powell River team was not called on stage. You
could see the looks of disappointment on their faces but by the
time they reached the after party the kids were already talking about what challenge they would do for next year and how
much fun they have had. In the end they came in 50th out of
75 teams, which was incredible considering this was their first
event compared to others who had been there multiple times
with the same team. They did however gain the exposure to kids
and traditions from all over the world, learned a lot about team
work, cooperation, communication and gained love for a new
pastime: pin trading!

It's finally here!

Lazy Water
A New Novel by

Gwen Enquist
Available at:
Breakwater Books
& Edgehill Store
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Destination Imagination
From all the DESTINATION IMAGINATION
team members who travelled to Tennessee
last month, THANK YOU to all our supporters.
WE COULD NOT HAVE DONE IT WITHOUT YOU!
Barbra Mohan, Team Manager
Pat Hull & all the staff at RONA Powell River Building Supplies Ltd
Tamara Palmer, James Thomson Elementary
Robin Mitchell of Kids Come First
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Symphony Orchestra of the Pacific

Music to Powell River ears
S

ome of the world’s top
orchestras and music
students will learn and perform in Powell River this
month.
Talented advanced students and young professionals who are seeking a career
in music performance and in
a professional orchestra will
take part in the Symphony
Orchestra Academy of the
Pacific (SOAP) June 16-28.
During the two weeks of
SOAP, all students perform
with the Symphony Orchestra of the Pacific, where they work
with renowned Conductor Arthur Arnold from the Netherlands.

In addition, the students
take part in master classes,
private lessons, audition
training, workshops, and forums.
More interestingly for
Powell River residents, during the two weeks of SOAP,
the Symphony Orchestra of
the Pacific will also perform
concerts for the public. The
distinguished faculty will
also have several concerts
open to the public. See the
community calendar in this
issue, or check out www.soap-powellriver.ca/concerts.html for
the schedule.

Going CAMPING? Weekend at the cabin?
Doing something special
for &ATHERS $AY SAFEWAY’s deli,
bakery & meat departments
have 4(% !.37%23
OPEN 7 AM – 9 PM 7 DAYS A WEEK

Tigger guarantees the Best
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See us for your gardening needs,organic fertilizers,
pet & livestock supplies, fencing, gates, and more!
 -ANSON !VENUE CORNER OF $UNCAN  -ANSON s   
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By Isabelle Southcott

What if it’s the last time?

W

hat would you do differently if you
knew it was the last time? Would
you work harder? Faster? Would you
tell someone how much you love them?
Would you live in the now and cherish
the moment?
One of life’s bittersweet lessons is that
we don’t usually know it is the last time
until it is over. That’s why it is so important to be present and make the most of
every single day.
This month close to 300 young men
and women will graduate from high
school. It is the last time they will ever
all be together. Some have been together
since kindergarten. They have learned
together. Grown up together. Known failures and triumphs together. Shared good
times and bad. They are the graduating
class of 2008.

They will be sad and excited as they
say goodbye to high school and begin
the next phase of their lives. Some will
continue their education in trades and
technical school, others at university.
Some will take time off to travel or find
themselves while others will enter the
workforce.
These young men and women are embarking on a new stage in their lives but
so are their parents. My children are still
several years away from graduating so I
can only imagine how I will feel when
my boys graduate. How I will feel when
I watch the cap and gown ceremony, the
grand march and the pride and emotion
that will fill me as I see one chapter of
our lives draw to a close.
The last time we do anything seems
so final but we often don’t know it at

OCEANSIDE FINANCIAL
For all your investment fund
and fixed income needs

the time. Had I known the last time I
nursed each of my children and felt
that special bond only a mother and
her baby can feel would I have done
anything differently? Had I known the
last time I said goodbye to Grandpa
Peebles that it really would have been
the last time, would I have done anything differently? Had the graduating
class of 2008 known that this is the
very last time that they might see some
of their peers, would they do anything
differently?
We might think we would but we’ll
never know because we can’t go back.
That’s why it’s so important that we live
each day the best we can and when we
care, when we love, let that person know
because that moment will never come
again.

Remember your ﬁrst crush?

OCEANSIDE FINANCIAL is now
located in WESTVIEW AGENCIES
at Crossroads Village
109, 4871 Joyce Ave, Powell River BC V8A 5P4
1IPOFt604.485.7777'BYt
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Meet your next one.
Get Ultra Premium Quality with the Crushendo
grapeskins pack. In fact, wines made with Estate
Series Crushendo won 13 medals at the 2006
WineMaker International Amateur Competition.

WESTVIEW
Gilles Patenaude
Investment Representative

Barbara Cooper

Investment Representative

gpatenaude@oceansidebc.com } b.cooper@oceansidebc.com
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U-Vin U-Brew Ltd.
Tuesday to Saturday, 10 am – 5 pm or to 8 pm by appointment
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Bears and people don't mix
Deterring backyard grocery shoppers
By Letha Bird

A

bear has two main objectives in life.
One is to eat and the other is to eat
what he missed the first time round. They
don’t decide who they can try to annoy
the most or whose property they will destroy tonight. They just follow their nose.
So now is the time to start thinking about
how to do your yard work without enticing our large omnivorous friends.
A bear’s diet is mainly vegetarian but
they won’t miss an opportunity to feast
on any meat. A barbecue that has the
faintest smell of fat or meat residue will
draw him in like a child to candy. Bird
feeders are another delicacy. Seed or grain
is a loved food source of the bear. Did you
know that a bear’s sense of smell is so
refined that it can smell food from miles
away? That could be why so many bear
are zeroing in on our community. They
smell all the fruit, nuts, and any garbage
that is left to the breeze.
We need to come together as a community and, to the best of our ability, eliminate anything that the bear will consider
a food source. If you cannot pick the fruit
we have a wonderful group in our community called the “P.R. Fruit Tree Project”. It is a free service. The volunteer
group will come to the designated tree/s
and pick the fruit for you. One third of the
fruit goes to charity, one third to the pickers and one third to the property owner.
Don’t forget those nut trees. I realize that
there are some walnut trees out there that
are gigantic and impossible to pick. From

3-Ton 4x4 Dump Truck, Rubber
Tracks Excavator & Bobcat Wheel Loader
s %XCAVATIONS
s ,OT CLEARING
s ,IGHT DEMOLITION

s "ACKlLLING
s 7ATER 3EWER
s 3TORM 3ERVICES

OWNEROPERATOR s Brent McClinchey

Bear necessities: Fruit, nuts, bird seeds &
suet, garbage and barbecues bring bruins
sniffing around Powell River homes.

personal experience I have found that even
picking up the nuts as they fall, every day
or even twice a day when the wind picks
up, helps reduce the frequency and length
of bear visits. Now the hazelnut trees are
another challenge. Again picking the nuts
as soon as possible is the only defense. I
have personally had the problem of the
bear wanting the nuts before they are ripe.
I found that an electric fence placed properly for the height of a bear has worked for
me. If the bear still gets to the tree, the only
option is to pick the fruit or nuts before it
is ripe. If not, the bear will not only take
the fruit and/or nuts for a few consecutive
nights, it will also destroy the trees in the
process. At least by picking green fruit you
save your tree and the bear will hopefully

s
s
s
s

$RAINAGE  DITCHING
,ANDSCAPING
2ETAINING WALLS
0ONDS

Barristers and Solicitors

Shirley E. Giroday, B.A., LL.B.
Ian Fleming, B.A., LL.B.
Helen M. Anderson, B.A., LL.B. (Associate Counsel)
604 485-2771 • 4571 Marine Avenue
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Be Bear Aware

For more information, contact:
Letha Bird
604 483-9263
Laurence Edwards
604 483-2334
PR Fruit Tree Project:
Anne Michaels
604 485-4366

s /IL TANK REMOVAL
s 4RUCKING
s $ELIVERY OF
SAND  GRAVEL  SOILS

FREE ESTIMATES

Giroday & Fleming

not put your property on the menu for the
following year.
As you may have heard, there were a
few bears that had to be put down last
year. These bears were the ones that had
lost their fear of humans, and ultimately
proved themselves in one way or another
to be a threat to human lives. Since we
live surrounded by the forest it is a sure
thing that we will be visited by the wild
animals. This is why I love this area.
What we need to do is continue their natural fear of humans. When a bear has the
choice of backing away or (preferably)
running away from a human, or defending its chosen food source, it will almost
always stay near its food.
It takes only one encounter with a human, for a bear to make his mind up
whether the human is a threat to run from,
or to be ignored as an annoyance. This
first encounter is often what ultimately
decides his fate. When we allow them to
feast on our fruit and nuts, we are inviting them to have no fear of humans and
ultimately these are the unfortunates that
become too great of a threat and must be
destroyed. So be part of the solution. Be
“Bear Aware.”

office 604 483-9476 s cell 604 414-8495

ICBC & Personal Injury Claims
• Automobile, motorcycle & pedestrian claims
• Local professional experience with severe injuries
Our business is to help people advance their claims
Call us for a free first consultation
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P

ersonally I love fantasy books so The Naming scored big
with me. I can’t get over how well written this book is.
The author, Alison Groggon, is so descriptive, creative and
has a wonderful sense of adventure. I have to say that this
is one of my favourite books. I cannot wait to get my hands
on the second book, Pellinor 02 – The Riddle. I am going to
try and convince my parents to drive me to the bookstore
TODAY.
Maerad is a slave living in gruesome captivity in a place
called Gilman’s Cot. Everyday she is beaten and forced to
work long hours. Her only possession is an old Lyre that
belonged to her mother who died of sickness years before.
She hates it there and dreams of escape but that seems impossible. A huge wall encloses the cot and is guarded by
men and dogs. She is 16 summers old and is oblivious to
who she really is and her terrible fate. That is until a mysterious stranger enters the Cot unseen and asks her to come
with him for reasons unknown to her. She grudgingly agrees
because she is wary of men and she thinks that all of them
are untrustworthy and vile. Little does she know her fate
will change and the adventure will begin whether she likes
it or not.
Together they face wers (terrible creatures) and things that
for some reason seem to track her down. They go to schools,
not schools like the kind we go to and sit in desks all day, they
are more like houses and kingdoms where Bards learn and live
and where the light is strong. Bards are human until the gifts
inside them are awakened and they learn the speech and ways
of the light and develop powers and things. (It’s a lot more complicated than that.) When Bards go bad they become servants
of the nameless one and are called hulls. They take pleasure in
death and kill all the time
Cadvan, the man that found Maerad, is a Bard of great power
and he explains to her that he thinks she has the Gift though it is
not awakened yet. He takes Maerad to the school of Innail but on
the way Wers, Hulls, and much more evil attack them. Soon after
they get there they have to move out again and fight more things
brought from the Abyss. After time they leave Innail, loved ones
are killed and dreams of safety are shattered as Maerad’s mysterious past unfolds. They find betrayal with every step deep within
the circle of trust, which makes it a lot harder to bear.
This book has endless adventure and excitement. It captivated
me from start to finish and it gets me fired up even thinking
about it. A word of caution to the young reader, even though it
is a really good book it has a lot of violence and sensitive stuff
that most kids eleven and under shouldn’t read about yet. Did
I mention there is a third book in the Pellinor series? Well there
is. Pellinor 03 – The Crow. Yah!

Powell River Living : june 2008

s

By Hailey Sacree
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Reviewing: The Naming, by Alison Groggon
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Pellinor series thrills
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Carma Sacree
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Hailey Sacree

Parks, Recreation & Culture

“The Complex”

Powell River’s Recreation Destination
5001 Joyce Avenue
PROMOTING HEALTHY LIFESTYLES SINCE 1975
New Walking Fit

Starting Wed, June 11

All Ages, All Levels
Love to walk but not by yourself? It’s more fun to walk and
talk at the same time!
Group 1: 10 – 11 AM
Walk at your own pace coffee social follows (bring a loonie)
Group 2: 12:15 – 12:45 PM
Brisk 30-minute walk before you go back to work
"OTH GROUPS WILL MEET AT THE #OMPLEX

1st Annual Father’s Day Kite Fly

Sun, June 15

Willingdon Beach
"RING YOUR FAVOURITE KITE )TS FREE ITS FUN
2EGISTER AT  s !WARDS AT  0! FUN EVENT FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY #OME ENJOY THE KALEIDOSCOPE OF COLOURS 0RIZES GALORE #ALL #OMPLEX FOR DETAILS

Coming this summer
“Sound Waves” at the Beach

4HE #OMPLEX IS ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS FROM INTERESTED MUSICIANS
TO PERFORM FOR THE CONCERTS THIS SUMMER AT 7ILLINGDON "EACH

Interested in teaching a class?

$O YOU HAVE A SPECIAL SKILL YOU WOULD LIKE TO SHARE
4HE #OMPLEX IS NOW ACCEPTING CLASS PROPOSALS FOR OUR
&ALL7INTER   SESSIONS #LASSES FOR CHILDREN YOUTH ADULTS
 SENIORS ARE WELCOME #ALL 0ATTI AT   

Summer Daycamps

Don’t delay— Register now!
Imagine an entire week attending July & Aug theme camps:
s Beach Party s Survivor s Outdoor Adventures
s Wet & Wild s Amazing Race s and Camp Overnighter.
&OR KIDS AGED  n  YEARS

Beach Boot Camp – Register Now!
At Willingdon Beach July & August
-ON  7ED  n  04UES  4HURS  n  !-

Summer Swim Lessons

Starting July 7

 WEEK SESSIONS #ALL #OMPLEX TO REGISTER ./7

Adult Shinny Lacrosse
!DULTS  .ON CONTACT
Helmets are required

until June 16
 n  0-

Summer Schedules for
Aerobics & Aquatic Centre
Available NOW — Pick up your copy today
Aquatic Centre & Fitness Studio CLOSED
ON *ULY  s #ANADA $AY

Call us: 604 485 2891
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Kathaumixw 2008

Festival showcases Powell River and the world

F

rom July 1 to July 5, 2008 the community of Powell River will welcome choral singers from many parts of the world to
the 13th International Choral Kathaumixw
Festival.
This year, 24 choirs will arrive from Japan, Benin (Africa), Denmark, Slovakia,
South Africa, Estonia, France, Ukraine,
Ghana (Africa), and Taiwan. North American choirs will come from Washington
State, California, New York, Arizona, and
British Columbia.
Over the past 25 years Kathaumixw
has become a wonderful success story.
The music at the festival is world class.
The social interaction of the choirs with
each other and the people of Powell River is second to none. The families who
have billeted overseas singers in their
homes have been major contributors to
this success. In addition, hundreds of
volunteers take part in the many tasks
of staging and hosting a festival of this
size. The Academy of Music staff and

the volunteer organizing committee do
a great job of coordinating the major logistical challenges.
Much of the festival takes place at the
Recreation Complex. Choirs take part in
competitions in the mornings (open to
the public). In the afternoons the singers
participate in Common Songs, where they
have the opportunity to work with prestigious International Choral Conductors.
The Gala Opening Concert is on July 1
at 8 pm. Choirs will also perform at afternoon concerts at 3 pm and evening concerts at 8 pm, from July 2 throughout the
week. The Closing Concert will take place
on July 5 at 8 pm. Tickets are available at
the Academy of Music.
The Kathaumixw Tours program, run by
another group of enthusiastic volunteers,
takes choirs to various parts of British Columbia after the festival winds up in Powell
River. This is a great way for Kathaumixw
to share its joyous music with the rest of
our province.

Locally owned & operated

“One father is more than
a hundred schoolmasters.”
– English Proverb

Summer
Inflatables
'REAT &ATHERS $AY 'IFTS
STORE HOURS
MONDAY – THURSDAY
9 am – 8 pm
FRIDAY: 9 am – 9 pm
SATURDAY: 9 am – 6 pm
SUNDAY: 10 am – 5 pm

#ROSSROADS 6ILLAGE s  *OYCE !VE s   

18

Father’s Day is June 15.
You know what he likes.
4503&)0634t01&/&7&3:%": ".ū1.
1)0/&t 604 485-4823
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Kathaumixw scenes, folks & fun
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The
flora
and
fauna
By George Campbell
W

hat I’d like to know is this: If the blackberries, huckleberries, salmonberries
and their tender shoots, otherwise known
as the flora of Powell River are supposed to
feed the deer, bears, and raccoons, otherwise
known as the fauna of Powell River; then how
come these characters keep turning up at my
place to eat my roses, dine on my apples, and
spread my garbage all over the yard?
Oh sure, I know that deer are pretty, gentle
little creatures, but have you seen the teeth
on those things? They’re like little chisels,
and what’s left of the roses after they’ve been
chomping on them isn’t worth the fertilizer
they’re planted in. Such shenanigans have a
tendency to make a person speed up when
they see a deer crossing the road in front of
the car. Then, instead of “The Flora and Fauna of Powell River” it would be “Weeds and
Road Kill from Lang Bay to Lund.”
Then there are the bears. I once left a bucket of green apples on my back porch for my
son to pick up for his wife to make pies with.
He didn’t get around to it until too late; Mister Bruin arrived in the middle of the night
and consumed the whole bucketful. He didn’t
even make it down the back steps before those

green apples took action. What a mess! You
could follow his path clear across my backyard to the middle of my neighbour’s paved
driveway where the trail ended in a mound
high enough to rival Mount Everest.
At least he was only a black bear. Had it
been a grizzly he’d have eaten the bucket, too.
Unlike the black bear, the Grizzly is a cranky,
obnoxious fellow well known for his aggressive behaviour. Hikers in grizzly country are
advised to carry a whistle, bell or air horn to
keep these dangerous critters at bay. If you are
prone to hiking in the wilderness you should
know this. You should also be able to recognize any bear droppings you come across. Are
they from a black bear or a grizzly? Here’s
how to tell: Black bear droppings are full of
huckleberry, blackberry and salmonberry
seeds, whereas the droppings of the grizzly
are full of whistles, bells and air horns.
Finally we have Rocky Raccoon, the masked
marauder, who, like grandpa’s teeth, only
comes out at night. Rocky Raccoon’s trick is
to come up on your porch, eat your dog or
cat’s food, then spread your garbage all over
the yard. Like the grizzly, raccoons are short
tempered, downright vicious animals, espe-

cially when they think they are cornered.
A friend of mine, Bob-nature-boy-Smith
(not his real name), had a run in with a raccoon that illustrates this. In the middle of
the night while fast asleep in bed, Bob was
awakened by a great racket on his sundeck.
Now, most guys who get ready to do battle
would put on their trunks and a pair of boxing
gloves, but as Bob slept in the nude and was
in a bit of a hurry, he dashed out to the sun
deck clad only in his birthday suit and carrying a broom. Scheduled for three rounds,
the match was over before the first round was
over as Bob retreated indoors, yelling, cursing, and bleeding profusely from a great gash
in his arm where Rocky had bitten him. He
spent rounds two and three at the Emergency Ward of the local hospital having several
stitches and getting a tetanus shot.
Deer, bears and raccoons—the fauna of Powell River. Nature lovers spend long hours tramping through the woods, climbing over windfalls,
and wading through swollen creeks just to
catch a fleeting glimpse of one of them. They
are wasting their time. They are all over at my
house, eating my roses, stealing my apples, and
spreading my garbage over the yard.

CUSTOMER SATISFACTION INDEX: 98.6%
for Pinetree Auto
4487 Franklin Avenue 4 604.485.7676 4 pinetreeauto@shaw.ca
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Local champ heading south
By Lisa Labree

4471 Joyce Avenue
Powell River, BC V8A 3A8

L

S UM ME R 2008
TOUR SCHEDULE

indsey Drolet, 15, will represent Canada in Hollywood, California in July 2008 at the world championships of performing arts.
This will be a 10-day competition involving singing and acting.
“This is the opportunity of a lifetime,” she said. “I have been
dreaming of this for as long as I can remember.”
It all started when Lindsey’s mom Marisa mentioned that “all
this singing around the house,” should be put to good use. “Others should be able to hear what a fabulous and rich voice Lindsey has,” said Marisa.
Lindsey sings constantly, whether in the shower or belting out
a tune just in passing. Of course just when the rest of us have
put our head on the
pillow, you can still
hear Lindsey.
Lindsey took voice
lessons with the Powell River Academy of
Music and tried out
for our very own
Powell River Idol. Although she did well,
she did not place in
her first year, however this year she
Hollywood bound: Fifteen year-old
entered again and
Lindsey Drolet will represent Canada in
placed second over
Hollywood, California this July.
all. This inspired
Lindsey to go even
farther and try out for the Canadian team of Performing Arts.
She blew them away and is now heading to HOLLYWOOD!!
In order to get there the officials have certain requirements
that need to be met. Each student needs to have a portfolio.
They need to have a photo shoot, singing lessons, and travel
regularly to Vancouver prior to the competition. The cost to send
Lindsey to Hollywood is around $8,000. So far she has started to
raise this money on her own by doing car washes and hosting
local teen dances. She plans on spending many weekends at the
local Open Air Market singing and hopefully gaining donations
through these performances. She would like to thank all the people that have already shown their support and any who would
like to offer support to help Lindsey get closer to her dream. If
you would like to sponsor Lindsey please call 604 414-7005. If
you would like to get a closer look at the event schedule you can
visit www.world-chamionships.tv.




July 2 – 5
July 18 – 19
July 23 – 24
Aug 1
Aug 5 – 7
Aug 10 – 12
Aug 19 – 21
4FQUo
4FQUo

Gift
Four Day Casino Tript-PXFS.BJOMBOE
Certifi
JAMES TAYLOR in concertt7BODPVWFS
cate
A
vailab s
‘South Pacific’t$IFNBJOVT5IFBUSF
le
Filberg Festivalt$PNPY
5SBJO UI#JSUIEBZ.VTFVN&YIJCJU#VUDIBSU(BSEFOTt7JDUPSJB
A Fair, A Freighter & Sandcastlest7BODPVWFS*TMBOE
Paddlewheeler Riverboat Cruise to 150 year-old Fort Langley
Sunshine Coast Sightseeing Tour
Casino Tript-PXFS.BJOMBOE

tel: 604.483.3345 We would love to have you join us!
cell: 604.483.1408 www.heathertours.com
BC Reg. No. 30400
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For more photos see: www.powellriverhomes.com
3114 BALSAM

$185,900

Affordable two bedroom home
in immaculate condition. Sun
deck, storage plus a 300 sq ft
shop in a magical setting.

LUND

$480,000

Secluded and serenely tucked
away on 7.9 acres, ponds, forest, custom built spacious
home. Truly an inspiring home
and property.
WATERFRONT

$390,000

Oceanfront 3.43 acres with 600
feet of frontage on the inlet.
Phone, electricity and gravel
road access off Crowther Road.

LAKEFRONT

$579,000

Living is easy on the shore of
pristine Priest Lake, Texada Island. Custom three bedroom
vertical log home. Property is
9.7 acres with 800 feet of lake
frontage.
WATERFRONT

$695,000

Texada Island living at its best,
property faces due south, level
270 feet of beach, 1.82 acres,
one bedroom deluxe 546 sq ft
cabin.
TOWN HOMES

$539,000

Great location, prime residential area, near most everything,
six individual side by side two
bedroom homes. Large paved
138’ x 150’ lot.

$BMM+PIO;BJLPXtDFMM
Take Advantage
of the power behind

mls.ca

OFFICE 604 485-7788
www.powellriverhomes.com
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Community Accord celebrates fifth anniversary
Join the celebrations on June 14!
By Isabelle Southcott

O

ne day in 2002, the late Norm Gallagher was driving along
Marine Avenue when he noticed Phase I of the Seawalk
being built along a site that housed petroglyphs and middens
and was a cultural heritage site. “It did not even occur to us
that there would be any impact on Sliammon’s presence here,”
Mayor Stewart Alsgard said.
Gallagher called Alsgard and the two met along the Seawalk
to discuss the project and Tla’Amin’s interest. That conversation, which originated out of a dispute, led to further discussions with Chief Councillor Maynard Harry and Mayor Alsgard
and their councils, resulting in meaningful conversation and
consultation between the two governments which ultimately led
to the Community Accord and Protocol Agreement.
On Saturday, June 14 from 1-4 pm, a special celebration will
be held of the signing of the Community Accord at the Sliammon Coast Salish Centre. The historical signing of the accord
on May 10, 2003 was significant in many ways but for Mayor
Alsgard most significant is that today the two communities now
have a healthy respect for each other and work together.
The Community Accord outlines mutual recognition, principles
of cooperation, maintenance of relationships, inclusion and information of the community at large, dispute resolution and the fact
that the accord is a “living document subject to change…to reflect
the relationship between the two parties.”
The Community Accord and subsequent Protocol Agreement
have received national attention from outside groups interested
in Powell River and Sliammon’s model. “After the signing we did
a series of presentations,” said Alsgard. “The relationship established here has done much by way of example for First Nations
nationally. Powell River is referred to and held up as a model time
and time again as an example of relationship building.”

Beautiful cedar furniture at
suprisingly affordable prices.
Love seat ........................................ $300
Adirondack chair .................... $150
2 chairs and table ................... $350
Hanging swing .......................... $250

Call or stop by for more prices and options.

Jackson Cedar Products

604-485-7051

Just south of town on Highway 101 • RR#1, C-62 Pebble Beach Road V8A 4Z2

On Premises Wine Making

604.485.7775
Featuring RJ Spagnals Award Winning Wines

“Born at Squatter’s Creek Wines,
Raised in Your Glass”

Visit us at our convenient location in Crossroads Village
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AT THE SIGNING: Powell River Mayor Stewart Alsgard and then
Sliammon First Nation Chief Councillor Maynard Harry, sign the
Community Accord in 2003.

The District of Powell River and Sliammon won an award of excellence at the Union of BC Municipalities Convention in 2004 in
the partnerships category for the Community Accord and Protocol Agreement on Culture, Heritage and Economic Development.
Sliammon First Nation Chief Walter Paul says the Community
Accord and relationship that Sliammon now has with the city
were positive for both. “Look at how the city and the regional
district now recognize our names for our areas within our territories,” he said. “You don’t see that anywhere else. It has been a
good educational tool for both communities to understand what
each other is about and what makes each other tick.”
Key to the relationship is that Sliammon and the City have
respect for each other.
“It was all about one word and that word is respect. We live
in, acknowledge and respect the traditional territory of Sliammon First Nation,” said Alsgard.
Paul says that respect is still being built on. “In the past trying
to know each other was a real fear. For First Nations, there was
the issue of bad history and that still needs to be recognized.
The accord is about building new relationships with new people
and new governments.”
Since the signing of the accord in 2003 all of the mayor’s opening remarks at events in Powell River begin with the recognition, acknowledgement and respect of the Sliammon traditional
territory.
Alsgard, who grew up in Powell River, remembers only too well
how First Nations people were excluded in the past. “They had to
sit in the balcony of the Patricia Theatre and were the last to be
let in and the last to leave. Elsie Paul (a Sliammon elder) tells me
that she had to walk home to Sliammon when she was a young
girl because Indians weren’t allowed to ride on the bus.”
He shakes his head. “We will continue to work forward to
ensure that these attitudes are eradicated.”
The City and Sliammon will continue to work together in the
future. “We are in transition, the City is in transition from the
mill days,” said Paul. “We are trying to move up. If it benefits us
it will benefit the community as a whole.”
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Tomorrow’s
leaders
today
By Isabelle Southcott
K

evin Sigouin and Aaron Pinch are two
young businessmen who care deeply
about Powell River and the community’s
future.
They felt there was a lack of information
about what was happening here, so just
over a year ago they met with the mayor’s
office to open up dialogue between youth,
elected officials and community leaders.
“The response has been positive,” says
Sigouin. “We formed a group in the spring
of 2007 called Echo Lima (or Emerging
Leaders) for under 35 year olds.”
Since they first formed, they’ve met
monthly with speakers on a variety of
topics ranging from the workings of local and provincial government to future
speakers about food supply sustainability
and energy uses.
They’ve had Mayor Stewart Alsgard,
businessman Dave Formosa, Sliammon
First Nation Chief Councillor Walter Paul,
and MLA Nicholas Simons speak as well
as representatives from Plutonic Power
and West Pac about the controversial proposed LNG plant on Texada Island.
Echo Lima doesn’t shy away from controversial topics or speakers. “We want to
hear both sides. We are giving people the
opportunity to hear both sides and make
their own decisions. We are all there together to learn,” said Sigouin.

“Our pitch was ‘Come on out, give us
half an hour and you will learn something,’” said Pinch.
There are anywhere from 12 to 20 people at a typical meeting. “We are inter-

Emerging Leaders: Aaron Pinch, left,
and Kevin Sigouin, founded a group called
Echo Lima, or Emerging Leaders, to get
good information for young leaders.

ested in the community. What people are
talking about at coffee shops, in the letters to the editors. You can pretty much go
anywhere and learn the warped version
of what is going on, so we thought, ‘Let’s
go to the source and see what they have

to say.’ Here are the sources, here’s the information, draw your own conclusions,”
said Pinch.
Echo Lima is non political, however
people of all political stripes attend. “Excellent discussion comes out of these
meetings and everyone is respectful,”
said Pinch.
Adds Sigouin, “it has been an opportunity to attend a public forum where there
is no yelling and screaming going on.”
Echo Lima gives people the opportunity to learn more about current topics.
“We are speaking about the same issues
that come up at town hall meetings but
no one is shouted down or heckled. All
viewpoints are discussed.
Sigouin and Pinch tried to identify all
under 35 year olds involved in leadership
who might be interested in this group,
however it is open so if you are interested
please email kevins@westviewagencies.
ca or aaron@prmicro.com.
In the end, it is all about presenting correct, accurate information so people can
make decisions based on the truth and
not on gossip or unsubstantiated facts.
“Don’t make a decision based on
hearsay. Echo Lima is trying to engage
the community, to get information so
we can make informed decisions,” said
Sigouin.

0OWELL 2IVER (ARBOUR

'5%34(/53%  (/34%,

For all your design and printing needs, call

4HE &RIENDLIEST PLACE FOR THE RIGHT PRICE ON
THE WATERFRONT IN DOWNTOWN 0OWELL 2IVER
DORM BEDS
$24/person per night

We design and print...
Business and rack cards
Newsletters and reports
Stationery and identity materials
Raffle tickets, labels and stickers
Brochures, posters, flyers and ad layouts
Forms, including carbon-less
... so much more!

tel 604 485 8381
robert@worksconsulting.ca
www.WorksConsulting.ca
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PRIVATE ROOMS

$55 per night

“The Sweet”

THE WHOLE LOT

$350 per night

Enjoy cool summer breezes.
Keep your home true to your vision
with RETRACTABLE Phantom Screens.
They’re custom fit by professional
installers for sliding patio, double french
& front entry doors & windows.

Dave Antle t 485-3040
Russ & Winifred McKinnon

www.phantomscreens.com

• Ocean views
• Internet
• Full kitchen
• Coin laundry
• Sleeps up to 24 guests
– perfect for groups
• In the heart of Powell River

WEEKLY RATES
GROUP RATES
1.877.709.7700
www.powellriverhostel.com
4454 Willingdon Ave, Powell River
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By Kim Miller

S

unny skies are finally here. Flowers are blooming and visitors
are arriving.
I have been out and about visiting businesses over the last
month and most are prepared for the season and others are anxiously awaiting summer shipments of retail merchandise.
Let’s hope for more tourists to visit this season, and more
folks making Powell River their home and getting good deals
and service in local businesses.
Two business openings to watch for: I have a good source telling me that Dairy Queen will be reopening for the summer season. A new couple to Powell River are thinking they will bring it
back to life again. We wish them much luck. And Tim Horton’s
is still scouting out some locations in Powell River. From what
I hear they would like to sign a lease by early Fall. Look in the
next issue of Powell River Living magazine for more.
Manzanita Restaurant will host an upcoming Chamber of
Commerce luncheon in the Rodmay banquet room. We appreciate their offer and will look at arranging this in the fall. Look
for advertisements, posters and emails about this by the end of
summer.
Elaine Stieger of Mountain Ash Farms, just south of Powell
River, is branching out these days. She is selling her jams, jellies
and much more in two stores in Victoria, one in Nanaimo, Courtenay, Cumberland, Comox, Pitt Meadows, Maple Ridge, Cloverdale, and the newest place is Edible BC at Granville Island
Public Market. Every jar that is sold wholesale has a Made in
Powell River label on it, so that is probably around 6,000 pieces
of advertising for Powell River in a year! Edible BC has already
had their second order! Elaine tries to grow most of the product
she processes, and also buys as much fruit locally as she can.
With the push for “buy local” this is a business that can only
grow. You can reach Elaine at mountain-ash-farms@shaw.ca
Many of us are dealing with a lot in life. Whether it is stress
due to life’s challenges, illness, the loss of a loved one or depression, Natural Spiritual Healing & Progressive Counselling
help to restore balance within so we can find the way forward to
a greater sense of happiness and fulfillment in life. Professionally trained Healers and Counsellors are at the Wellness Centre,
above Kelly’s Specialty Shop, every Tuesday and offer: 1 to 1
Yoga, Natural Spiritual Healing, Progressive Counselling, and tuition in Meditation Foundation. To learn more about the natural
therapies and how they can help you achieve greater health in
mind, body and spirit, please contact the Self Realization Meditation Healing Centre at 604 740-0898.

You may have noticed all the construction down on the mid/
north end of Marine Ave over the last few months. Shear Bliss
Salon has finally moved into their new location and have come
up with a new name. Beyond Bliss Salon*Spa now located at 4555
Marine Ave, right next to Westview Pizza restaurant. I can tell you
it is amazing. No reason to go away for your spa treatments. Drop
by and take a look at the transformations, new and improved.
Lisa’s Bookkeeping has expanded. She has moved the operation out of her house and into the Rodmay Hotel. Go in through
the main doors and the lobby to visit Lisa Beeching, and she will
take care of all your bookkeeping and payroll needs.
Youth Ambassador Program Update
Congratulations to the Youth Ambassador Pageant winners: Miss
Friendship is Miss Insurance Brokers Kayla Koopman; Princess
is Miss Shinglemill, Chelsea Jackson and Miss Powell River is
Miss Professional Firefighters, Heather Gamborski.
Congratulations to all the contestants — they are all winners
for participating in the seven-month program. And thank you to
this great community for all your support are caring.
Do you have any changes within your business you want
Powell River to know about? New managers, new owners or
are you moving locations? Call me at the Chamber office at 604
485-4051 and we will get your info in the next issue of Powell
River Living.

FROM INFORMATION TO INSTALLATION.

EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO UPGRADE THE ENERGY EFFICIENCY OF YOUR HOME.
With a huge selection of products that will improve the energy efficiency of your home.
TIM-BR MART will take you from information to installation—helping you live more comfortably,
save money every month and reduce your environmental impact. We’ll also help you navigate the
process of applying for federal and provincial grants and incentives where applicable, and introduce
you to professional contractors who can install your project.

300'*/(tEnergy efficient
roofing products will reflect
the sun’s heat and insulate
against heat loss.

)&"5*/($00-*/(tA home
that can maintain a consistent
temperature will be more
comfortable and far more
efficient.

4*%*/(tHousewrap & insulated
8*/%084%0034tAn average
siding will substantially improve
home may lose 30% of its heat or air
the efficiency and visual appeal
conditioning energy through its windows
of your home.
and doors. Energy efficient windows and
doors will save you money every month.
1-6.#*/(t An energy
efficient water heater, chosen
to match your water needs,
will noticeably reduce energy
usage.

*/46-"5*0/tProper insulation of
ceilings, walls and floor will keep heat
where you want it – in during winter
and out during summer.

#$T#VEHFUJODSFBTFTHSBOUTGPSUIFecoEnergySFUSPàUQSPHSBN
$BMMOPXUPCPPLZPVSecoEnergy assessment.
Call your Energrade expert:

MONDAY – SATURDAY 8 am – 5 pm
SUNDAY 10 am – 4 pm
www.valleybuildingsupplies.com
or visit www.timbrmart.ca for more details
1BEHFUU3PBErrWJD!WBMMFZCVJMEJOHTVQQMJFTDPN
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Who owns your mortgage insurance?
By Lisa Labree, Insurance Advisor

F

inancial institutions that lend money
(mortgages or loans) often offer life and
disability, or critical illness insurance at the
same time. While it may seem prudent to
offset the risk of death or disability, upon
further investigation you may find
it is better to opt for private insurance. You are not obligated
to take the insurance that is being offered by your lender. In fact,
consider the following points regarding life insurance between
privately owned policies and
group creditor insurance:

private policy continues to provide you
with the same coverage. With group creditor insurance your coverage ends when
you leave the institution. What happens
if your health has deteriorated during this
time? Will your new lender
cover you?
4. With private insurance the
premiums and coverage are
guaranteed for the life of the
policy. With group creditor
insurance your premiums and
benefits are not guaranteed.
The lender can change or canLisa Labree cel the policy at any time.
1. With a privately owned policy
Insurance Advisor 5. Private policy underwrityou own the policy and you
ing is done at the time of the
can name whomever you wish
application. This means if the
as the beneficiary. With group
insurance company accepts you as a risk
creditor insurance you are part of a group
they cannot back out of their obligations.
policy owned by the financial institution
With group creditor insurance the three or
and they are the only beneficiary.
four medical questions you answer may
2. With a private policy the amount of insurance
conflict with your actual medical history.
remains constant even as your debt balance
If there is a doubt as to the accuracy of
decreases. The excess amount is available for
your answers the group creditor insurother uses. With group creditor insurance the
ance could have a reason to not pay out.
insurance only covers the balance outstandThis does not mean you have intentionally
ing. This means over time the amount of ingiven false answers. You may have been
surance is diminishing even though your preunsure of what constitutes a heart condimiums remain constant based on the original
tion—regardless you may be out of luck.
amount of insurance issued.
3. If you change financial institutions your 6. The actual premium cost of private life

insurance can be as competitive as the
group creditor insurance.
In summary, you should always consider the
alternative of private policy ownership versus the group creditor policy which is being
offered to you. An independent insurance
agent can provide you with access to many
companies’ products and find the best fit for
your circumstances. For further information,
or a review of your current insurance coverage you may contact Lisa Labree at Dundee
Insurance Agency Ltd., 604-485-6160.
This article was prepared by Lisa Labree who
is an Insurance Advisor with Dundee Insurance Agency Ltd. This is not an official publication of Dundee Insurance Agency Ltd. The
views (including any recommendations) expressed in this article are those of the author
alone, and they have not been approved by,
and are not necessary those of Dundee Insurance Agency Ltd.
4510A Joyce Ave, Powell River, BC V8A 3A9
Phone: 604 485-6160
Paid Advertisment

Sliammon First Nation
and the

City of Powell River
Cordially invite you and your families to the
Fifth Anniversary Celebration
of the Signing of the Community Accord

New! Enriching Greens
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Naka's Vital Greens Liquid
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Saturday, 14 June 2008, 1 – 4 pm
at the Sliammon Coast Salish Center

FREE BUS TRANSPORTATION
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Departing the Town Centre Mall north entrance
(near BC Liquor Store) for Sliammon at 12:30 pm
Returning to the Mall at 4 pm
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Couple finds a little piece of Eden in Powell River
By Isabelle Southcott

S

eedy Saturday and the Farmer’s Institute
convinced a young couple that Powell
River was the place they wanted to live.
Jonathan van Wiltenburg and his partner Jenna wanted to move to a small community with a lifestyle that could provide
easy access to the outdoors.
Jonathan had just finished a degree
in horticulture at the University of Guelph while Jenna had been working as a
teacher in Guelph. They were looking for
somewhere to put down roots.
“My mom and dad live in Victoria and
we wanted to be close to them. We were
thinking up island but everything is so expensive. We liked the isolation factor of
Powell River,” said Jonathan.
The couple came to Powell River “on
a whim,” earlier this year. They arrived on Seedy Saturday, the annual
seed exchange and garden fair, held on
March 8 at Community Living Place.
“We went and I just started talking to
people and everyone was so friendly.
Julie (Bellian) invited us to come and
stay with her.”
Jonathan takes a break from tilling
the earth and looks around the garden
on Bellian’s farm on Wilde Road. You
can hear the chickens clucking happily
in the background as they scratch for
bugs. A skittish orphan kid skirts the

GARDEN GURU: From this garden on Wilde
Rd, Jonathan van Wiltenberg says he and
his partner moved here because of the
friendly people, agricultural opportunities,
and outdoor activities.

shadows beneath an old tree and twin
lambs bleat for their mother.
Jonathan and Jenna have been staying
in a cabin on Bellian’s property since they
Visit our website to
fill in our online
Renovation
Needs
form

arrived. Jenna has found work substitute teaching with the school district and
Jonathan is launching his own business,
Eden, a horticultural maintenance, landscaping and consulting business.
Both Jonathan and Jenna are rock
climbers; in fact that is how they met.
“This area has lots of climbing. It’s pretty
untouched,” he said.
Jonathan worked at the Butchart Gardens in Victoria as a gardener since 2003.
“I developed this great love for flowers
and for growing.”
Jonathan would like to get into the educational aspect of gardening. “I’d like to be
able to link the table all the way back to
the garden so that people who are unsure
about growing their own food can learn.”
He is exploring offering a gardening service that is food based, as he would like to
see more people growing their own food.
Jonathan is growing vegetables and
flowers. He has planted beans, peas, arugula, leeks and garlic in the garden at
the Wilde Road farm. It has been a cold
spring but they’re growing, albeit slowly.
Now comes the difficult part, waiting. But
as we all know, nothing compares to fresh
vegetables straight from the garden. They
are well worth the wait.
To contact Jonathan call 604 483-6053 or
edenmaintenance@gmail.com.

We clean blinds!
Take a peek at our prices, starting as low as $10 per blind.
Ultrasonic cleaning of all kinds of blinds

#ALL LOCALLY s   
INFO CALLTHEJTEAMCA s WWWCALLTHEJTEAMCA

Environmental Arboriculture
t5SFF4FSWJDFTt5SBDL$IJQQFS
t"FTUIFUJDBOE$PNNFSDJBMt*OTVSFE

ZHENYA LEWIS
604 487-0796
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Nu-Brite Venetian Blind Cleaning & Repair
7013 Thunder Bay Street V8A 1E3 | The same building as Thunder Bay Store | 604-485-2919

)PNFTUZMF-VODI.FOV
#SFBLGBTU"--%":
4PVQ&WFSZ%BZ
(SPDFSJFT
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Jane & Terry Boulanger
t.BOTPO"WF
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Nothing
North
by
Northwest
By Roger Whittaker
As you simplify your life, the laws of the universe will be simpler; solitude will not be solitude, poverty will not be poverty
nor weakness weakness. — Henry David Thoreau

T

he ferry pulled away from the Earls Cove slip. On that fall
day, Janet Alred was caught. Caught, as so many of us are,
by sheer beauty and the way time seems to change, indeed,
stops, as the ship steams the zigzag course toward Saltery Bay.
At the time, her life consisted of making a commute by elevated
train into the city. There, she spent hour upon hour transcribing
the voices of medical professionals into typewritten records. Then,
commuting back to
her suburban condominium where, if the
trials of the day had
not spent her completely, she would
meet the demands of
night school.
This was not why
she had left Otley,
England.
Indeed,
since the age of 14
Janet had dreams of
Vancouver, British
Columbia, as depicted in pictures. Aerial
shots of the city taken
from such distance Time for baking: Janet Alred enjoys
gave the impression
taking time out from her busy life,
of an untamed Vanincluding baking yummy cookies!
couver, with mountains looming over
its brow.
The humbling reality drove Janet to seek the dreams and passion
of her youthful understanding of life. In an effort to seek out something different, Janet Alred headed for Powell River. This, against
the advice of her friends, who had reported there was nothing
there. “Nothing” was what she sought.
To say Powell River has nothing is to say Powell River has none

Purely Refreshing Water

Advancing the way water IS – Going full circle
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of the rush of the city. None of the urban crush felt as commuters
travel to work or errands. No long drive to access nature. None of
the crowd, pushing one another aside to view the eagle as it goes
about the business of its own life. Fewer tall buildings blocking the
view of snow covered mountains and the busy ocean — an endless
list of “nothing” in Powell River.
Janet’s search for nothing brought her to find everything in Powell River. She bought a house with a yard and a garage. Janet took
work as the co-ordinator of the Volunteer Powell River Center and
her life began to reflect her dreams. Janet joined the hiking club,
an association of writers, a natural history society, and began volunteering for the Powell River Festival of Writers.
Three years have passed since Janet discovered there is nothing
in Powell River. Her life is full and she is a productive member
of society. Janet is working in the real estate business under the
trusted tutelage of John Zaikow, whom she met while pursuing
her interests in nature. The Bear Aware program is only one of
the numerous community organizations with which Janet remains
involved while still finding time to explore the trails and serve as
president of the Malaspina Naturalist Society. Janet is also active
with the Young Naturalist Club, where she can share in the rediscovery of the natural world around her the way she did growing
up, but this time the pictures of cities perched on the edge of hinterland are a reality outside her own front door.
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COFFEE/TEA

AARON SERVICE & SUPPLY
604 485-5611

4703 Marine Ave

t0SHBOJD
t'BJS5SBEF
t1BQFS1SPEVDUT
t+BOJUPSJBM
t"DDFTTPSJFT
 
FRVJQNFOU

COAST AUTO CENTER
Auto Sales

Specializing in: Tires, Brakes, Exhaust & Front Ends
4494 Joyce Ave, Powell River, BC V8A 3A6
Tel 604 485-7927 8 Fax 604 485-7985
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Westview—The more things change…
By Roger Whittaker

G

rowing up in Westview meant you
were subject to a life of change—
change that continues today. Westview
has changed a lot since Reuben Fiddler’s construction of the first log cabin.
But many of the changes continue to be
centered around some of the same ideas
and societal dilemmas: harbours, utilities,
commerce and construction.
Westview, like Powell River, was an
afterthought decided upon by circumstances of geography. Powell River came
into being when surveyors reported to
their lords that the outfall of the short,
but mighty, Powell River looked like the
best place to set up a pulp and paper operation. To make landfall at the prospective location they booked passage on a
Union Steam Ship to Van Anda on the
busy island of Texada. From there they
rowed over to Powell River and set up
camp. The Malaspina Peninsula was
not uninhabited or void of non-indigent
engaged in various forms of enterprise.
Lund reported in as a busy port of call
for stores, lodging and fuel, Stillwater
was shipping logs, the gold rush to the
Klondike was underway, and the original
surveyors were reported to have left immediately to pursue gold for metallurgic
interests.
The 1923 census reveals there were 71
people living at Michigan Landing, where
several Americans who had left Michigan
to seek their fortune in the opportunities
of the rich costal land took up residence.

Residents of Powell River took a train from
Lutzville to spend the day at the beach at
Michigan Landing. Above them, a forest
with newly cleared logging roads was often referred to as Michigan Heights. Westview, located a little southeast, boasted 47
souls on that same census. These pioneers
were living in Westview as the result of a
pre-emption divided in a provincial land
lottery for veterans returning from World
War I. Prior to 1919, Westview was simply
forest to be logged, then accessible by Elders No.1 Log Skid Road, which we now
call Alberni Street. As late as 1924, Harvie
Avenue was little more than undisturbed
bush and the end of Burton Street served
as a log dump.
Governor General Lord Willingdon visited Powell River in 1927 and as part of his
official duties; he proclaimed in his own
name that the booming ground known as
Michigan Landing would become a public
park, Willingdon Beach.
Notwithstanding the rest of the world
being cast into a depression, in 1930
Westview Water Works began a water
supply and power project utilizing Squatters Creek by placing a ram and storage
facility at the top of what is now Courtenay Street. This endeavour to supply the
growing residential population of Westview required more water than Squatters Creek could provide, so the springs
flowing around the junction of Joyce and
Alberni Streets were also pressed into service. The entire system was later aban-

doned to utilize the greater potential of
Haslam Lake, which still serves today.
Pre-emption land was predetermined
for cultivation. Farming practices of the
day describe a method of planting between the stumps over successive years
until the stumps rotted sufficiently to be
removed. This often took more than five
years and great determination. No records
yet found show an agricultural subsistence
being harvested from these lands. What
may have served as farmland for William
Joyce and Sam Butler became the property
required for educational pursuits with the
construction of JP Dallos and Max Cameron schools. Sam Butler’s 20-acre holdings
were greatly reduced by school’s demand
for land as 17 acres were prescribed for
the school and one acre for the roads. JP
Dallos is now home to L’école Côte du Soleil and the Powell River Christian School.
Modern Windows is using Max Cameron
for commercial interests.
William Joyce, a bridge builder who
also hauled newsprint to the wharf for the
Powell River Company, owned 40 acres
running all the way down to the water.
His last name is now immortalized on
street signs along the wagon trail that ran
next to his land.
The 30’s were not dirty in Westview.
The United Church was constructed in
1930; in 1931, phone service arrived; and
on December 8, 1936, the Salvation Army
opened. World War II was ravaging Europe, Asia and the Pacific while Westview

June is Brain Injury Awareness
Month Be safe, wear a helmet!

604 485-6065

Powell River Brain Injury Society
4735 Marine Avenue
Powell River, BC V8A 2L2
www.braininjurysociety.ca

and the Dave Irwin Foundation for Brain Injury

Contrary to popular belief,
Thai food does not have
to be ‘HOT’

0 Northern Thai Chef
0 Enjoy the ocean view from
inside or outside on the deck
0 Extended Hours to accommodate
ferry travel
0 Take-out menu
0 Licensed

OPEN 'GF a -9L  9E a  HE c -MF<9Q  a  HE

4454 Willingdon Ave
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604 485-5171

0 LUNCH SPECIALS every
Monday - Saturday, 11:30 – 3:00

Powell River Living : june 2008

concerned itself with its own protection.
The need for an arena to host events
2008: The north boat harbour requires atIn May of 1938, under the command of became paramount and with material tention. The wharf at Westview is requiring
Chief Wilde, the Westview Volunteer Fire salvaged in 1952 from Jamison’s Shingle upgrades and an influx of federal monies.
Department commenced serving the area Mill, Fred Anderson oversaw the building Run of the river power moves closer to the
with a generous donation of hose from of Willingdon Arena. Three years later source and is no longer the responsibility of
Westview Light, Power and Water Works. Mrs. R.J. Muir cut the ribbon on behalf of Westview Light, Power and Water Works.
Residents of Harvie
Avenue provided an
additional 100 feet
of hose to the new
company.
In 1940, World
War II may have
held the attention of
the world at large,
but in Powell River
thought had turned
to the busy wharf
at the mill and how
Historic Westview: The Westview wharf and harbour are as controversial today as when they were built. At right,
the Union Steam
Marine Avenue, looking north to the junction with Alberni Street. The buildings and businesses have changed, but it
Ships were bringremains a key part of Westview.
ing more and more
social, rather than
commercial, traffic. A letter was sent to her late husband, who it is reported was Phone service is no longer being switched
the federal government requesting up- such a driving force behind the project he manually by Northwest Telephone. Locally
grades to the Westview Wharf so that became known as Mr. Arena.
made chocolate candy is no longer available
it might better handle the burgeoning
Perhaps advancement of a tax base to at Charlie French’s Chocolate Shop, beside
civilian trade and passenger service. keep the disparate communities surround- the Roxy Theatre. Calling Mr. Long at City
The six years between that letter being ing Westview running with increased Transfer now entails area code plus the
sent and the day the wharf opened for services gave reason to amalgamate and number rather than HU5-5190. Moreover, a
business were fraught with delays and incorporate Powell River, Westview, Cran- new church being constructed does not rely
shortages of materials; after all, there berry and Wildwood as the Powell River on salvaged materials from an abandoned
was a war on. Undeterred by the machi- District Municipality doing business un- bunkhouse owned by Powell River Comnations of the rest of humanity, West- der the name Corporate District of Powell pany, such as the Westview Baptist Church
view became an official village with River. As such, in 1955 Westview gave up did in 1949.
much celebration in 1942 and serving its singular existence.
that incorporation were George Irvine,
The new town had Ray Allen as first History of Westview facts gleaned from Powell
T.H. Nuttall, Bob Lyon, J.A. Clapp and Reeve, then most recently, Past Chair of River’s First Fifty Years, published by Windflower Book & Stationary Ltd, Powell River, BC.
J.P. Dallos. Construction of the South the Cranberry Rate Payers’ Association.
Available locally at the museum and library.
Harbour came to an end with its opening by the honourable James Sinclair
MP on October 30, 1948. Harbour plans
were soon back on the drawing board
though, as it was found shortly after its
opening that the South Harbour would
be too small to serve both commercial
and pleasure interests. The North HarNO TIME TO COOK?
bour began to take shape in the next
decade and was being designed as suitCall us by 2 PM
able for pleasure craft only.
& we'll have your
Saturday Nites dinner ready for
With the war over and life in Westview
(weather permitting)
returning to normal, it was a wonderful
PICK-UP at 5 PM
Join us in the
thing to see women returning to their
courtyard for our
Every night a
more traditional roles—such as airplane
pilot. Beverly and Elaine Brett held pilot’s
different entrée
All-U-Can-Eat
licenses, along with Lynette Toll and Iva
priced UNDER $10
Sims; all were instrumental in bringing
No experience necessary, everyone welcome to learn
h Sambuca Prawns
an airport to Westview and in the sumfishing techniques in Powell River waters. Your workshop
l Stroganoff
mer of 1952 the ribbon was cut.
is personalized to fit your needs: gear, knot tying, baits and
beginning
e Lemon Chicken
Just two summers previous, Women
lures. Have fun and create special moments and memories!
June 14th
j Seafood au Gratin
of the Moose held a convention in WestCall or email Heidi
view, attended by Moose Lodge Women
604 414-8885 ] 604 487-4321
604 485-2252
from all across the province.
ladyangler@shaw.ca

Heidi

DINNER

Get
Hooked
on
Fishing

to GoGo!

SEAFOOD
BONANZA

Powell River Living : june 2008

29

Secrets
of
Chippewa
Bay
By Wayne J Lutz
A

rocky shelf that is normally submerged appears off the bow. My tin
boat is a sturdy craft for landing on a
beach like this. I often visit this spot at
the head of Powell Lake’s Chippewa Bay
when the water level is particularly low.
This headland, which I call “the Point,”
is a mix of sand, small rocks, and huge
stumps looking like many-legged alien
creatures that have paused momentarily
on the beach. Bird houses are perched on
the tallest snags, nailed here by loggers
who reached up from their crew boats
during times when the water was much
higher than it is now.
I bring the small outboard motor back
to idle as I approach the Point. Many of
the old tree trunks are hidden below the
waterline, just deep enough to catch the
prop. I aim for the small sandy beach at
the inlet of a creek, the safest place to pull
out of the water.
Bam! – the engine’s skeg hits a submerged stump. But it’s a sturdy little mo-

tor with a slowly rotating prop, so there’s
no damage. I punch the kill switch before
there are any further problems, and use
an oar to paddle the rest of the way to
shore.
I pull the tin boat up onto the gently
sloping delta, next to a thick layer of natural mulch washed down by the creek, a
wide blanket of decayed leaves and tiny
twigs. Then I hike along the wide beach,
and poke around the jagged rocks of the
Point.
Remnants of an old metal stove and
rusted chunks of saw blades are jammed
into crevices between the rocks. They are
only visible at low-water moments like
this. The head of Chippewa Bay was a
busy logging area in earlier decades. But
the Point has been submerged almost
continuously since the paper mill built
the dam at the south end of the lake in
the early 1900s.
There might have been a cabin on the
Point before it became flooded. Maybe

this was an old logging camp. I inspect
the evidence left behind by those who
once lived here, historic remnants that
have been out of the water only a few
brief times in the past hundred years.
I continue to explore, reluctant to
leave the Point. Already I’ve found several pieces of broken pottery with oriental
markings, metal wall hooks, a rusted-out
enamel plate, the top of a brown whiskey jug with a round handle, and an undamaged (and probably not so old) green
bottle with Made in Canada engraved on
the bottom.
I find a broad, low stump that makes a
comfortable seat for an amateur explorer.
I’ve brought along some cookies and a
can of pop. The Point is a beautiful spot
for a snack, and a fine place to reflect on
the rich history of Powell Lake and life in
a century gone by.
Wayne J Lutz is the author of a series of books
entitled Coastal BC Stories. He can be contacted
at his web site: www.PowellRiverBooks.com

St John Ambulance
5907 Arbutus Ave
604.483.2250
“SAVING LIVES at work, home and play”

Open House
Saturday, June 21

11 am – 3 pm

COME CELEBRATE
our 97th year in Powell River
and our 125th year in Canada!
Join us for a fun, active and informative
day for the whole family!

Free BBQ !

Held at our beautiful Training Centre in the
)JTUPSJD5PXOTJUFt"SCVUVT"WF
Supported by the Province of British Columbia
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By Emma Levez Larocque

Freecycling: Turning trash into treasure

H

ave you ever looked at something you own and thought,
“This is still good, but I don’t need it anymore.” You’re
tired of storing it, don’t want to throw it out, don’t know anyone
you could give it to, and wonder what on earth you should do
with it? Well, there is an option—freecycle!
We’ve all heard of recycling—and hopefully we all practice
it—but freecycling? It was a new word to me until a few weeks
ago. But it’s a concept to fall in love with! The Freecycle Network is an online service, a vehicle through which people can
pass on things they no longer need and acquire things they do.
You sign up to be a part of the service local to you, and from
there you gain access to a list containing emails from people
who have items to give away, as well as some from people looking for specific items.
Kevin Wilson has been freecycling in Powell River since the
local network started in 2004. “It’s great because you can get
rid of things that you couldn’t get rid of otherwise,” he says. “I
don’t have a vehicle, so I can’t take furniture to the thrift store.”
In freecycling the recipient is responsible for picking up the item
in question.
Deb Calderone also uses the local freecycling network. “What

Stocks
Mutual Funds
Corporate Bonds
Government of
Canada Bonds

Provincial Bonds
GICs
Money-market funds
RRSPs
…and much more!

And now
serving coffee
in Powell River
Join me for a monthly
Roundtable discussion at my office.
We’ll share ideas about current events, the
economy, investing and a few cups of coffee.

I like about it is that it’s a great opportunity to meet people...
you see where your stuff is going, and the people getting it are
always so happy to have it.”
The Freecycle Network started in 2003 in Tucson, Arizona
with a small non-profit organization called RISE that was trying
to find an easy way to recycle “stuff” that was no longer needed.
After a lot of running around, Freecycle Network founder, Deron
Beal, decided to send out an email to a bunch of friends and
non-profit societies, and the concept of freecycling was born.
Freecycling is good for the environment, but that’s not the
only impetus behind it. The slogan behind the Freecycle Network is, “Changing the world one gift at a time.” According
to the website, www.freecycle.org, “By giving freely with no
strings attached, members of The Freecycle Network help instil
a sense of generosity of spirit as they strengthen local community ties and promote environmental sustainability and reuse.
People from all walks of life have joined together to turn trash
into treasure.”
So what kinds of things get freecycled? I was curious, so I
signed up to be a member of the local network to check it out.
There were the expected items, like baby cribs and lawn mowers, but there were also some more unexpected items—like a
large container of fabric softener and a hot tub. And on freecycle
the usual is the unusual. People use it in creative ways, to pass
on things that would otherwise end up in the landfill. Kevin,
for example, recently obtained 800 square feet of used laminate
flooring from someone who was renovating their house. He will
use it to finish his basement.
Last year Deb put out a request for rhubarb. “I said that if
there were people out there who had rhubarb that they didn’t
want, I would come and pick it. I got quite a few responses, and
I also made some friends.”
Freecycling now exists in more than 75 countries around the
world. The Freecycle Network estimates that as a result of all
this freecycling, we are currently keeping 300 tonnes of “stuff”
out of landfills every day.
When Kevin joined the Powell River Freecycle Network in 2004
there were about 60 people involved. Today there are almost 500
members, and activity on the site has never been greater.
“It’s great to have more people involved,” Kevin says. “You need
a certain number of people to make it work well.”

Our next meeting is Thursday, June 26 at 7:00 pm
The coffee’s on me!

Country Charm for the Home
with Vintage Flair

~ Gifts! Gifts! Gifts! ~
604 485-3001

102 - 4801 Joyce Ave, Powell River, BC V8A 3B7
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The Pearl
June’s birthstone

F

resh water pearls are given on the first wedding anniversary.
Pearls are also given on the third, 12th and 30th anniversaries.
An organic gem, pearls are formed inside molluscs such as
oysters and mussels.
They are formed when an irritant such as a tiny stone or bit of
sand gets inside the mollusc’s shell. A lustrous substance, called
nacre, is secreted around the object to protect the soft internal surface of the mollusc. As layer upon layer of nacre coats the irritant,
a pearl is formed. Light that is reflected from these overlapping
layers produces a characteristic iridescent luster. This process of
building a solid pearl can take up to seven or eight years.
The most valuable pearls are perfectly symmetrical, relatively
large and naturally produced.
Cultured or freshwater pearls are considered to offer the power of love, money, protection and luck. They are thought to give
wisdom through experience and to cement engagements and
love relationships. They are thought to keep children safe.
Early Chinese myths told of pearls falling from the sky when
dragons fought. Ancient legend says that pearls were thought
to be the tears of the gods and the Greeks believed that wearing pearls would promote marital bliss and prevent newlywed
women from crying.

Information supplied by Osca Jewellers

See us for all your summer
sun protection
We carry...
Alba Botanica, Aveeno, Banana
Boat, Coppertone, Hawaiian Tropic,
L'Oreal Ombrelle and our own
Life Essentials & Life Sunthera3.
We also carry sunless tanning products
and after-sun soothing /cooling products.

Doggie be Good

Protection for everyone from
six months to 96 years of
AGE s 3&0  TO 

Obedience Training

2 Group Lessons 2 Private Lessons
2 Dog Walking 2 ‘Puppies Only‛ Playtime,
Socialization & Training Classes
2 Agility Equipment – the best fun you‛ll ever
have with your dog!
2 ALL-IN-ONE classes: Playtime/socialization
– obedience training – agility training

Brenda Clarke 2 Certiﬁed Trainer

CKC Good Neighbour Evaluator 2 604 487-9448

TOWN CENTRE MALL

604 485-2844
STORE HOURS
MONDAY TO FRIDAY
9 AM – 9 PM
SATURDAY
9 AM – 6 PM
SUNDAYS & HOLIDAYS
10 AM – 5 PM

See us about
Comprehensive
Home Package
Policies
A personalized insurance agency,
serving Powell River
since 1971

AUTHORIZED AGENT

An independent insurance broker covers you best!
We handle all classes of insurance • Friendly, professional staff
tel 604 485 2715 • fax 604.485.2611 • underwriterspr@shaw.ca • 4510 Joyce Ave, Powell River. BC V8A 3A9
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Powell River

YOUTH SOCCER
Registration for the 2008-09 Season

Saturday, June 14, 10 am – 4 pm
Coast Realty parking lot, Joyce Avenue
Registration also available Friday & Saturday at the Rep evaluations
REP EVALUATION SCHEDULE
Brooks Turf Field
FRIDAY, JUNE 13

U12 girls
U12 boys

5 – 6 pm
6:45 – 8:15 pm

SATURDAY, JUNE 14

U13 Girls
U13 Boys
U14 Girls
U14 Boys
U15 Girls
U16 & U17 Girls

9:30 – 10:45 am
11 am – 12:15 pm
12:30 – 1:45 pm
2 – 3:15 pm
3:30 – 4:45 pm
5 – 6 pm

For more info, call Val Griffiths 604.483.6930
PRYSA AGM June 9 at PRREDS office, Duncan St
Rep coach applications available on website www.prysa.ca

NICHOLAS SIMONS, MLA
nicholas.simons.mla@leg.bc.ca
www.NicholasSimons.ca

New Office Hours s Monday to Friday s 8 am – 4 pm
Pier 17, Davis Bay, Sechelt
4675 Marine Ave, Powell River
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604 741-0792
604 485-1249

POWELL RIVER ACADEMY OF MUSIC

presents

TICKETS NOW ON SALE
Mon – Fri, 9:30 – 4:30 & Sat 9:30 – Noon
t,FNBOP4U
XXXTPBQQPXFMMSJWFSDBtXXXLBUIBVNJYXPSH
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June 8 & 9: Heart & Stroke Foundation Big Bike Ride. For more information, call Ron Armitage at 604 485-9493.

June 2008

Sunshine Speakers Toastmasters: Interested in communication, and
public speaking? Call Jim at 604 485-4355 or Kevin 604 483-9052.
2nd Tues: Living with Cancer Support Group, 1:30-3:30 pm at Breakwater Books, Alberni St. All cancer patients, survivors and loved ones
welcome. Info: 1-888-229-8288.
3rd Tues: P.R. Garden Club meets, 7 pm at Community Living Place.
June: Introductory Stained Glass, Intermediate Stained Glass, Mosaic
Stepping Stone, Fusing Workshops and Fused Jewellery classes at Q
Glassworks on Marine Ave. Call early to register, 604 485-7475.
June 1: Powell River Community Band Concert, 2 pm at PR Academy
of Music. Children admitted free.
June 2: Malaspina Art Society meeting, 7 pm, Powell River campus of
Vancouver Island University.
June 3: Brooks School music year-end Jazz and Chamber Choir concert
at 7 pm at the Max Cameron Theatre. Tickets from Brooks school office.
June 4: PR Early Childhood Educators host annual Preschool Carnival
10 am – 12 noon at the Gordon Park Track. If it is raining, the event will
be held at the complex. Call Roxanne at 604 414-9335.
June 4: Powell River Municipal Retirees Association summer meeting,
11 am in the Elm Room at the Complex.
June 7: Powell River Italian Republic luncheon, noon at the Italian
Community Hall.
June 7: Kelly Creek Community Church fundraising dessert potluck
6:30 pm at the church, 2380 Zilinsky Rd. Proceeds to Camp Imadene. Everyone welcome. For more info call the church office at 604 487-1884.
June 7: BC Schizophrenia Society presents Stand up for Mental Health
Comedy Troupe, 7 pm at the Max Cameron Theatre. Tickets: Breakwater Books or at the door. Enter the “Funniest Joke in Powell River” contest to win tickets to the show and other prizes. Submit to ljohnson@
prcn.org by June 4.

Call Robin
604 487-4482
www.niac.ca

p
p
p
p

Relax & Rejuvenate with Massage
Discover and enjoy Nia
Bodymind Movement
Raindrop Therapy
Event coordination & facilitation

Your hometown grocery store
Serving Powell River since 1946
5687 Manson Avenue
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June 8: Relay for Life Golf Tournament at Glen Rosa. Put a team together as the Lund-in-airs try to win best ball and have a pile of fun in
this fundraiser against cancer! To enter a team, call Nadine Gagnon at
604 483-2097 or Carol Pence at 604 483-4304.
June 9: Powell River Youth Soccer Association AGM at PRREDS office
located at the rear of building at 7385 Duncan Street.
June 11: Walking Fit at the Complex, Group 1, 10 – 11 am. Coffee social
time after the walk (bring change for coffee). Group 2, 12:15 – 12:45 pm
for a brisk walk before you go back to work (Bring a bag lunch). Call
the Complex at 604 485-2891 for more info.
June 12: Powell River Council for Art & Culture meets at 7:30 pm in the
Poplar room at the Complex.
June 13: St Andrew’s Ladies Summer Fling & Ceildh from 7 to 11 pm at
the Canadian Legion, Branch 164. This is a fundraiser for the Powell River Highland Dancer’s to go toward their trip to the Canadian Nationals.
June 14: Fifth Anniversary Celebration of the Signing of the Community
Accord 1 – 4 pm at the Sliammon Salish Center. Free bus provided, departing
Town Centre Mall for Sliammon at 12:30 pm. Returns to the Mall at 4 pm.
June 14: Friends of the Library host a book sale at 10 am at the library.
June 14: Parish of St David & St Paul Anglican Church present Jazz
Vespers, a service of music and meditation at 4:30 pm at the church.
June 14: Powell River Salmon Society AGM, 7pm in the Elm Room at
the Complex.
June 19: Malaspina Naturalists Club are hosting an evening of archeology with Dana Lepofsky, 7:30 pm at the United Church Trinity Hall,
6932 Crofton Street. Doors open at 7 pm.
June 16 – 28: Symphony Academy Orchestra of the Pacific (SOAP) with
concerts by students and faculty. Find out more, or get your tickets by
calling the Powell River Academy of Music, 604 485-9633.
–

June 22: Genealogy workshop courses with family history consultant,
Brenda L Smith, 9 am – 4:30 pm, Cranberry Senior Centre, 6792 Cranberry St. Limited seating. Contact Morya at thepalms@shaw.ca, 604
485-9549 or 604 485-2398 for information or to register. Sponsored by
P.R. Genealogy Group.
June 22: Final Dirty Dozen Motorcycle poker run. Registration 10:30 – 11
am at the corner of Twin Eagles Road and Highway 101 — $5 per person
plus a donation to Pass the Hat for the CAT. For info call 604 487-0606
or 604 485-9430.
June 26 – Sept 1: P.R. Forestry Museum & Gift Shop open 12:30 – 4:30
pm. See displays along Willingdon Beach Trail. Accessible, 1.2 km.
July 1 – 5: Kathaumixw presents 18 spectacular concerts, 6 choral competitions and 3 vocal solo competitions. See the complete list of choirs
and artists online at www.kathaumixw.org.

Get your free copy of Powell River Living Magazine at
one of these locations, or from any of our advertisers
Mitchell Brothers • Town Centre Mall • Safeway
Select Video • A & W • Overwaitea • Dairy Queen
Sunshine Organics • Robin’s Donuts • Powell River Airport
Knight News • Breakwater Books • River City Coffee
Recreation Complex • Black Point Store • Huckleberry Hutch
Chamber of Commerce • Texada Market • Lang Bay Store
BC Ferries: Texada, Earl’s Cove & Comox &
the Westview Ferry Terminal • Visitor Centre
Powell River Library • Rocky Mountain Pizza • Capriccio’s
Malaspina University-College • Academy of Music
Texada Island Inn • Historic Lund Hotel • Gillies Bay Store
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A passion for theatre

W

hen something is meant to be, the universe works in mysterious ways.
Still riding high on the recent success of
Brooks Secondary School’s production of
FAME, Brenda Laycock, the school’s drama
teacher, is already working on casting the next
production for November 2008. At this point
it is a toss up between Fiddler on the Roof
and Annie.
“If I find my Daddy Warbucks or Tevye, my
show is picked!”
Brenda has been teaching for 29 years. Five
years of that time was spent in Alberta, 16
years in Surrey, 2 years in Kuwait and 2 years
in Jordan.
Brenda has a teaching degree with a major in drama and a degree in sociology. She
was a devoted worker for many years, and it
was this that led her indirectly from BC to Jordan. “I’d just put in for a leave of absence.
The opportunity to teach internationally came
up and it brought me a chance to expand my
horizons.”
A friend of Brenda’s saw an ad in the Vancouver Sun looking for a teacher to head up
the performing arts department at an International Baccalaureate School in Jordan. Brenda
applied and it changed her life.
“I visited the largest refugee camp in the
world. There are 300,000 people living just
outside of Amman with no running water or
sewage in a place called Baka Camp. I learned
a lot; it really opened my eyes. The people
were so kind. The poorest people will give
you the most in the world.”
She paused and slowly said one word.
“Ahelain.” (spelled phonetically) “This means
welcome. Ahelain translates to ‘you may walk
on my road,’ and this is how they are.”
One of the lessons that Brenda learned in
Jordan was how to slow down. “We are so
instant in the west. I had to learn to relax, to
be more patient.”
Small formalities such as drinking tea for 10
minutes and chatting about family members
are the norm before getting down to business.
“I learned to appreciate families so much
more. Living half way across the glove makes
you realize the importance of family. I also
started looking into my own origin and the
origin of Islam and Judeo-Christian beliefs. I
began to understand through digging into one
of the oldest parts of the planet.”
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The royal family ran the International Baccalaureate School where Brenda worked in
Jordan. “The Crown Prince’s wife, the Princess
Sarvath, ran the school, and they had a history of putting on wonderful productions. I was
hired to continue this and teach theatre. My
first year, we did West Side Story, and it was a
great success. Everything has its season. I was
then called home to be with my family. ”
When the war broke out in Iraq, staff was
given the option of staying or leaving. “Our
production of Macbeth opened one day, and
the next day we had to stop production out of
respect for the dying in a neighbouring country.
I was prepared to stay, but my sister phoned
and said that our mom was needing help and I
needed to come home.” Brenda packed up and
went home to Lethbridge, Alberta where a new
life presented itself for a few years.
Brenda didn’t consciously seek out Powell
River, in fact it seems as though Powell River
sought her. Brenda married another teacher,
Gary, when she returned to Lethbridge to care
for her elderly mother. While there, Powell
River came onto the radar.
“I was phoned about this job out of the
blue,” says Brenda. She had applied for a
job with another school district in BC but it
turned out to be part-time job and she wanted
full-time. When that school district heard that
Powell River was looking for someone they
passed on Brenda’s resume. “Gary and I flew
out and were impressed by all we saw. The
amazing facility and support staff at Brooks
Secondary helped me make my decision.”
Powell River came highly recommended.
“Our son knew about Powell River,” Brenda
laughs. “He had played hockey for the Victoria Salsa and had been to Powell River on
many trips. He really liked the looks of the city
and he found the people to be very friendly.”
Brenda’s passion about the arts is contagious.
“I think the arts are the heart of the school. I think
our experience, as human beings are not what we
think about being here but what we feel. Kids learn
about themselves through acting, music, drawing,
writing and poetry. It’s good for their self esteem.”
She has seen how sometimes the quietest,
most introspective child will grow the fastest
as an actor. “It’s like the sleeping elephant,
they come alive.”
Acting lets people develop their inner self.
“We hide behind masks. We play all these

Fame: Drama teacher Brenda Laycock is proud
of her students' work in their production of Fame.

roles and sometimes we do not even know
who we are. I believe so strongly that drama
is therapy.”
One of the things Brenda loves about drama is that you don’t just teach the facts. With
socio dramas, people can explore their own
issues and stories. “Sometimes we get stuck
in our stories but we can stop the story right
now,” she points out.
School is a safe place to explore and to get
in touch with feelings. “I think that what we
feel are the things that we remember. If you
want to get into it, you have to feel it and then
you will remember it.”
Brooks recent production of Fame was well
received by the community. “It was so much
fun to watch kids who did not carry themselves as well before, suddenly standing tall.”
But shows like Fame are about more than
the end result. “It’s not about the product; it’s
about the process,” says Brenda. “The process
is where we go into new territory.
The kids questioned so many things in the
process from actions to costumes. It sometimes takes them a while to get the courage
to go there.”
As Shakespeare said, “all the world’s a
stage” but we need people like Brenda to
help today’s youth become the best possible players.
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604 485.9493

ALL GOLF SHIRTS

15% OFF
REGULAR PRICE

30% OFF
all Men’s Wear
June 13, 14 & 15

in the Town Centre Mall
The Management & staff of Split Endz
would like to wish all fathers a very

TOWN CENTER MALL s 604 485-2080

Happy Father’s Day
Give Dad a hot shave
with Barber Bill

Carol’s Boutique
Drop in to pick out a
new summer outfit, or two...

Remember, Gift Certificates
make a great Father’s Day gift

The merchants of the
Town Centre Mall
congratulate Powell River’s
Class of 2008!
Good luck in all your
future endeavours!

7100 Alberni St, Powell River

N

We will be happy to help you
select your perfect look.
tel 604 485-2373
"MCFSOJ4UtTown Centre Mall

TOWN CENTRE MALL

MON  THUR & SAT 9:30 am – 5:30 pm
FRIDAY
9:30 am – 9:00 pm
SUNDAY 11:00 am – 4:00 pm
Mall Office 604 485-4681 N www.prtowncentre.com

